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PREFACE N^z^ 

TO THE SECOND PVLUME, 



AT this condafion of the fecond year of our Mifccllanv, wc 
look back and blefs the Father of Mercies with heart-felt gra^ 
ttude, that He has brought us hitherto, and helped us thus far. 
Our work was begun in weaknefs, and we have had (hame, poverty, 
and reproach to ftruggle with ; but we have pcdevered, and ftill 
fl)ean to pcrfevere: teftifying , * That the living God is the (fotcr) 
^eftorer of aU mf n^ efpeciJly of thofe that believe/ In oppofi- 
tion to \h\s/cripture teftinun^^ we fee on the one hand our Catvinift 
brethren declaring that God doth not love all ; but that he made 
rf)e greater jpart to be endlefs monuments of his implacable vcn- 
geaiice: and on the other hand our Arminian brethren declaring 
tk.t\ove of God to all ; but admitting \i\% final failure of reftoring 
aW. The God of the former, is great in povver and wifdom j but 
capricious in his condu^*, and deficient m goodnefs: Who that 
views this charadcr can fincercly love it ? The God of the latter, 
is exceeding good; but deficient in power and wifdom : Who can 
truftfucha being? I^ therefore, Calvinifts and Arminians both 
iovcand truft the Deity, iris not under the charad^ers which their 
fevcral fyftems afcribc to him ; but they are cenilrained to hide the 
imperfedions which their views caft upon him, and boaft of a God 
whefe higheft glory their feveral fchemes will not admit of. We 
are happy that our feeble labours have had fome fuccefs, and that 
the veil which has covefdd the divine f^^tfr^i^^r— through the errors 
of modern fafhionablc fyftems of religion— has, in^meafure, been 
removed: and that thegkwy of God has flion^* forth on many 
minds, in the face of Telus Chrift. Truth, however long it majr 
^ obicured, will finally be triumphaAt; it.wil! make its way^ in 
fpite of the pnited influence of force and fraud ; it will enlighten 
"ic earth, and blefs mankind with its benign and cheering in- 
fluence, 

'^^^Univer/al caufej though ftill comparatively feeble, is increafing 
m numhersy learnings and rejpedahility, A witnefs to its truth has 
lately appeared among the Epifcopal Clergy^ in the perfon of Mr, 
John Bronvtt, M . A. late of Sidney Sujfex College^ Cambridge^ who, 
m the prefent year, has publiftied an Eflay on the fubjeA. Our 
correspondents alfo are increafing, and we take this opportunity td 
expreis our gratitude to them in general ; and efpecially to our 
'friend, Mr. Richard Wright, Pafior of the Unlver/al Church at Wif-^ 
*>cacbf whole acceptable labours have formed no inconfiderable part 



PHEPACE. 

rftlje Mifcellany, for the prefent year. We hope for the fuppor 
of our fricijds and corrcfpondents in the ^enfuing year. By Aei 
ready and prompt affiftance, we Ihall be able to make our, wort 
ftill more acceptable, particularly to the riiing^ generation. Foi 
their fake chiefly, weitiean to publifh in our M»fcelfany next ycar 
The trial ^ the WitneJJes <f the RefurreHkn ofje/us. This valuable 
little piece contains the evidfince of eur Lord's Refurredion ixi a 
fiill, concife, and pleafing manner. It has been long out of print. 
The prevalence of mfidelity in our day will )it our apology for Jpre* 
renting it to pur readers. 

'We mean alfo to cohfider the iy^m oi ^di^fion as reve^dln 
\lh« New Teftament, and ftate its nature and evidtoce before otsr 
readers ; as containing much further proof of the do^ine oT the 
Reftm-atm if all Things^ by reprefenting the proper jrwr^^w/mrr, 
ami end of the government of Chrift, particjii^rly in the praod& Jbf 
future judgment and punilhiseht. 

We cannot indeed boaft of the extent, and rapid increafe of> €>itr 
eoiHie^tions ; but we are happy to fay that the circulation. pfoiH* 
Mifcellany is rather increafing than decrcafing. Be tiac fyecefex>f 
our pamphlet what it may, we are fatt^fied with tha gbodnefs t£ 
our caufe and the re6Ulude of pur intentions* 

We wiih to turn the attention of fome of our correfpondents to 
^ rptum of the Jefwrto their <mm land. Whenever the prophecies 
4-elating to this great events take p^<« then the fecond peribnal 
afwearing pf Chriii will foon follow. Froim the prefent fhnte of 
tiling, we cannot but think, that the Jc^vs wiUfpee^ily rettirn. 8b 
•great a fulfikjieilt of-prpphecy will be alfo a greafconfirmation of 
the faith i)f ^"^try ope who is waiting for the coming of his jbi^drd, 
and for the full rf^tnption of the church: from the power of Antt^- 
chrift. . ; ' . . '^ 

In the mean while iwe will not be weary tn well doing* The 
ifefif^^ wiU a(Bire.dlycome in his own, time, and rcwier to every 
l^an according to hia wotrks* In his a^>ear<ince and kingdom w^ 
greatly rejoice. /. > ,- 

' pefcmiet'y ^2i 1798. ; , . 
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EXPOSITION OF COLOSSIANS i. 15—21. 

IN this pafTage, the expreflion all things, is ufed five 
timeSf and the Apoftle has made ufe of fuch an exuber- 
ance of language to fet forth what he included in, or by, all 
THINGS,; that we may run, and read. He has included, 
whatever was in heaven, or in earth, either viflble to u$ 
or not, and of all degrees, whether of <fignity, extent of do- 
minion, fitua^ion, or power, fo that we cannot mention any 
thing (the Father excepted) but what is comprehended in, 
and under, the expreflion all THii^OSjin^itherofthifirftfntr 
places. Now the Apoftle without giving the Icaft intimation 
oftheji/th ALL THINGS, meaning any thing than univerfa- 
lity, faith. It pleased the Father that all things 
SHOULD BE reconciled. A univerfal reconciliation is 
abfolutcly neceflary, in confequence of the enmity by the 
fall, in order to etkO, the intent contained in the preceeding 

words, ALL THINGS WERE CREATED FOR HIM. Alfo by 

the fubfequent expreflion, the Apoflle has emphatically ^ decideSy 
and unequkiocaUy^ aflixed the univerfality of the reconciliation 
by aflerting, i say, whether the y be things in Earth, 
OR things in heaven. If we aflert, that the All Things 
which are to be reconciled, do not include, or are not equal 
"With the former All Things, in all refpeds, we do eventu* 
ally charge the Apoflle either with ignortnce or deception. 

With, IGNORA^CE, in not knowing what he did fay, in-> 
fluenced by zeal without knowledge ; or, deception, in fo 
conneSing the laft All Things, as to be underuood equal 
with the foiiAcr all things, when at the fame time he knew 
no fuch univerfal reconciliation would take place. 

On the other hand, if we, becaofe we would not have all 
reconciled, exclude any from b^jng included in the fordycr 

Vol. II. ^ B All 
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All Things, then the excluded p;ut muft have exifted before 
Chrifty contrary to the whole tqnour of Scripture, which 
faith, " He created all things^ and was before all things*' If 
we enquire into the nature of this reconciliation, the next 
jirerfe fets^ it forth ; it is a reftoringto favour, or maklog th<^ 
Criends^ who before were enemi^ or at variance. *' You, 
thit were fometime alienated^ and enemies in your minds by wicked 
worksf NOW hath He (Chrijl) reconcilfd.*' 

By making ufe of the expreflion now, the Apoftle has 
more than a£iiitted it poflible, for he has j)ointedly fliewn» 
that he anticipated a future period, when thofe not included 
in the pronoun you, might be made partakers of the like 
reconciliation^ according to the congruity^ between thofe 
who are overcomers, /'i?^. iii. 12.) and as fuch,/^n;A/, and 
arc amfimnt citizens of the new Jerufalem that is above (tiev^ 
Kxi. 2.) and thofe who compofe the nations of the refto^- 
«d, from the (ecoad death, and walking in the light of the 
iCtty, and only occaftonslly go in, to pay their homage. (Rttu 
«xi. 24.) 

As an individual, I confefs I am fo far frOm thinking Paul 
vras ignorant, or guilty of deception, that on the contrary, 1 
luxrotint him a chofen veflel, an able minifter, an excellent 
orator, an infallible guide, and an exad logician ; from wtnchv 
and taking into ^onfideration from whom he received his 
knowledge, not from tradition, not from man, but from Jefus 
Chrlft (Ual. i. t;) I do not for a moment imagine be did 
«iot mean AllTtlings, when tie ufed the words All Things in 
^hls place. Alfo, he living in another place, made an ex-^ 
iCeption to the univer(al fubjedion of aft things, co-equal 
Vith I hat exception I before noticed, he has for ever put it 
out of my power to extend the exceptions: " He (the Fa- 
4her) hath put all tbings^ under his (Son's) feet ; but we fee 
not yet, all things put under him ; but when he faith, all 
things are put under him, it is manifeft that He, (the Father) 
iseKcepted, diat did put all things under him.'^ After '^bxA 
affisrted all things were created by Chrift, and enumerated 
wha^ he included in the all things, he feals the very thing he 
exprefled, by a redundancy ofexprcilion i faying all things 
/werecreated by bim, and alfo for him." $0 likewife with 
iefpe£l to the reconciling all things, he ufed the fame redun^ 
dancy of language to fliew, and which evidently doth (hew, 
all things will be reconciled, by adding, *< //<9^9 whether they 
ie things fn earth «r things in heaven.** 

The trite objediouj) uiat if die all things to be reconciled, ^re 

as 
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as extenfive, as the alf things ereattd^ then the bniCe oreatioa 

are tncluded, is quite foreign to the purpofe ; when Pltol was 

defciiblng what he meaat, or induded in all things, by (ay- 

log, "whether they be viiibk or invifible» thf ones, dominions, 

ptiflcipaltties, or powers, he had an allufion to m6rai inieUi^ " 

gencies Qvijy as fudidid not include the brute creation, tho' at 

the fame time, he did not thereby exclude Chrift froni being 

their creaUw. 1 have often* thought on the fubjed of the 

bf ute creation, and have concUufitd man may be puniftied for 

his cruel and unneceflary feveiity to them ; and I allow it 

pofliUe tha(ta{iateof retributioarmay be in referve for them, 

though I do notaccount it neceflary tobe believed. If any one 

can prove Paul included them in the quotation alluded to, I 

hftve no ebj^^on to their being: part»k:ers of a reftoration 

congenifd to their nature. 

N. SCARLETT. 

QN CHRISTIAN SEPARATION. 

To the EdiUr of the Univerfalift' t Mijttlkmy. 

Sir, 

WHEN I communicated 'through the channel of your 
ufefiil Mifcellany, a few thoughts upon the fubjcft 
of Chriftian Separation, it was merely to (late my views of 
the advantages and diladvantages likely to reTult from fuch 
an undertaking and the additional refleaions on the practica* 
biUty and propriety of it, were fuch, as naturally arofe from 
the conlideration of the fubjeS. 

Not having entered upon any particulars relative to the 
dcfign, I was furprifed to fee my obfervat ions prefaced by . 
the title prefixed thereto, a circumftance, that feems alfo to 
haye mifled one of your Correfpondents, who from an ar- 
dent zeal, has attempted to bring a hoft of objeAions againft 
the undertaking, before he was at all acquainted with the 
nature of it : had he waited till the plan was laid open, he 
then n^ight have had an opportunity for the exercife ot his 
talents, as well as to difplay the fublimity and beauty, of lus 
fimilics, a little irait of which, his remarks upoi) the En-. 
gUih Dunkers Scheme, has afforded; 

It would not perhaps appear charitable, to detraft from the , 
merit of the Chriftians or the prefentday, by a fuppofition^ 
of the paucity of their number, as there can be no doubt,, 
there are many fincere followers of the Lamb, although, as^ 
to purity, and fpirhuality, the profeflbrs of Chriftianity fall" 
very fliort of the true ftandard ; fo much fo, as to lead fome 

perfoij^ 
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perfoBS to fall into the miftake of the Prophet of o\i, who 
thought the.general defedion fo great that he was left alone^, 
I have not even confined roy views to fo narrow a compafs 
MS your correfpondenty who has fuppofed the feparatiop of a 
few Chriftians, from the general mafs, would fap the very 

!)rinciple of Chriftianity ; as thereby, the leaven neceflary to 
eaven the lunop, would he drawn away v and that the fait ncr 
ceflary to preferve from comiption, would become ufelefs» 
** like fait locked up in a cupboard/' or like << a candle in a 
tin lanthorn/* vifible only, " when the door is opened.'* 

Were Chjriftians to feparate themfelves fronni the worMji 
merely to live to themfelves, fuch retirement would favour 
of felnflmefs, and wickednefs ; but if a fociety was formed, 
for the purpofe of living more devotedly to God, and with'a 
view to become more eminently ufeful to their fellow men, 
furely, fuch an eftablifhraent would not only be pleafing but 
defirable, and would contribute more to the eftablifhment of 
pure Chriftianity, than the prefent heterogeneous mixture of 
national Chriftianity, as it now too generally appears; 
whereby, inftead of the fpark being fanned into a flame, it 
feems likely to be totally cxtinguiflied. 

As the wife tnan fays there is a time foi: all things, there 
muft be a time for Chriftians to be fcattered up and down in 
the world, and a time for their feparation from it ; both 
which are direSed by Him, who knows how tp make all 
things conduce to the real advantage of his creatures ; and al- 
though the period of feparation may not be precifely declar- 
ed, by any pofitive precept, I have the full confidence hi^ 
providence will point it out. As Abrahani continued in the 
world, as long as his example was likely to be beneficial, fa 
ought Chriftians to remain at their poft, while they can be of 
any fervice ; but when their example produces no good ef- 
feft, and their continuance in the world. is likely to terminate 
in their difadvantage, then a feparation becomes neceflary ; 
and fuch a conduft will be fanAioned by the Providence or 
God, who, by fuch means, concentrates the t-eftimony of his 
true worfliippers, and thereby caufes it to fliine with re- 
doubled luftre : a conduA difcernible in the various repara- 
tions he has appointed and approved. In times of deep de- 
f eneracy, it appears abfolutefy neceflary for God to feparate 
his people from the world, to preferve them from corruption, 
and the punifliment due to fuch a ftate, as well as to keep 
the truth in ftore, for a more fit feafon to be re-pu^)lilhed 
abroad^ and if thefe times bear any analogy to former days, 
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wherein Cod manifefted his ctrt over his eled, (as afluredljf 
they do if they do net far exceed them) then, is a fepara- 
tion from the world, and worldly church neceflary, particii« 
]arly» ^s infidelity feems to tread on the heel of tradition, 
which had obfcured the truth, and which the former now 
aims to extingutfli. In f\ich a fituation, why (hould it ap- 
pear flange that God fhould put it into the hearts of fome, 
td trim their lamps, and attend the fummons given, to go out 
to meet the bridegroom. No ! fays your Correfpondent, 
** we muft riemain in the world, it would be wicked to re^^ 

me." 

Jfy as the Prophet fjiith. He is a refiner's fire, or like ful- 
ler's foapy He muft feparate his people ; ptberwife, who can 
difcern between the righteous and the wicked, between him 
that ferveth God, and him that ferves him not, Malachi third 
^tvdfoMtth Chapter. 

' Was it neceffary to adduce any further argument, in fa- 
vour of a more entire feparation from the world, than is com-. 
monly pradifed, the exapiple of Noah is full to the purpofe, 
particularly, as refpefHng the coming judgments. Hcb. xi. 7. 
*• By faith Noah being warned of God of things not fcen at 
'* yet, being moved with fear prepared an ark, to the faving 
•* of his houfe, by which he condemned the world." Thus, 
then I conclude, a feparation is abfolutely neceflary ; all that ' 
remains, is to find a company of men jealous for the honour 
of God, and defirous of living up to their profcflion, who 
Avail not only devote themfelves to his fervice, but their pro- 
perty alfo, thereby to fecond the Intention of fuch a feclu- 
fion, by becoming one family, aduated by one fpirit, by their 
united teftimony* manifefting their zeal for his glory, at 
fellas imitating his goodnefs to all around, if fuch a fo- 
Pety pan be formed, without breaking any of the ties of na* 
tnre, or diflTolving themfelves from any mora) obligation, 
^hen may we hope to fee a people prepared to meet our com- 
ing Lord ; who (hall be as a bride adorned for her hi^fband, 
^Kofe preparation will be matter of joy to the friends of 
the bridegroom, whfen called to the marriage of the Lamb* 
Rev. ix. 7. At fome future opportunity! mean to enter 
<^re particularly into the nature and defign of the feparation 
Mated at, till when I remain. 

Your brother and fervant. 

In the bonds of peace, 
An Occasional CoaaispoNDENT. 

THE 
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THE MOJIALIST. 

No. I. / 

T KNOW not whether the endeavours I have formed .a re-. 
I folution to ufe, for the promotion of that which I coiini- 
aer to be the true intereft dF fociety, will be accepuMe to 
the Editor of the Univerfalift's Mifcellany v but if the little 
capacity with which it has pleafed the beneficent Authop oi^ 
the univerfe te blef? me, has not much miflaken its oh'}c£i,* 
every attempt to cherifh humanity in the bread of men^ and. 
eradicate thoCs impulfes ol an evil tendency, which habit 
rather than nature has made f;amiliary will meet with a kind 
reception* 

It isi unfoirtuDate that calb of a temporal nature have pre« . 
eluded thofe fearches which might have rendered me a more 
worthy correfpondent, but as I have accuftomed ntyfelf to 
confider Man a creature of a two- fold effence, fix it muft nc-, 
eeifarily follow he has a double duty to perfornr. To the 
Creator all muft yield obedience in the obfervance of thofe. 
duties which Chriftianity requires — To the creaiturey while 
the proteSing power of Omnipotence (hall blefs us with our 
prefent cxiftence, we have alfo duties todifchargc, nprwill 
it he denied me, that the God who afligned me this exiflience 
will look indifferently on the ufe of thofe faculties, to eacb^ 
of which he has ordained a proper object for its exer- 
cife. Your excellent definitions of thofe paflages of the. 
Old and New Teftament, which weak minds might have 
mifconftryed, and enthufiaflic phrenzy mifreprefented, ren- 
der you defervedly refpe£ted by all gpod men ; but com* 
pliment to the noble mind is an infult — you do your duty, 
nor need you any fuperior gjatification than your own feeU 
ings, and the profperity of your honeft endeavours. I have, 
hjfi the pleafiwe of perufing the numbers of your Mifcel- 
lany, as they have progreffively appeared, but my defire of 
becoming a correfpondent, although ' It has been encreafed^ 
yet no prefent opportunity has offered for its gratification. 
God having blefled me with permiflion to enter upon another 
year, I promife myfelf through his mercy to afford a humHf» 
contribution to your work, under the title which I haver 
prefumed to affix to this paper; and (hall endeavour, as pc- 
cafion prefents itfelf, to introduce and illuftrate fubjefls in 
which the interefts of humanity may be beft engaged, and 
the feelings of benevolence and virtue find fome gxatificatiun. 

Inferior 



ioferidr as my Ubonrs wiH be ti» fl)e tafk you fo worthily 
|)erfevfli» they n^ (Mt hcM their *plac^, and tnal^e up a part 
4)f that wondeiful cofnlmatiott which is the propet ohjctt di 
huoMin oiyfenratidti, attd which in its feafon will be confider* 
edas a Iklle tttik to oonneA the great chain by which feciety 
is united upon eaifh. 

My i«£[4uii€m had fcarcely been fixed to folidt peraiif- 
£oD 10 becoiAe yotir correfpondent, ei*e J became at a loft 
for a firft fobj^d, wherein I might be properly introduced 
mtothe UiHTvedalift's Mifeellany *, but alas ! I had but taken 
afeeond tarn aerob njy<hamber, when that miferypre* 
(ented itfelf t© my view which, though tt is too familiar to 
tbefight in ttiis great town, engages (bmethtng lefs of the 
boafted philanthropy of its inhabitants than is confident 
wirh the optiietice oif fome, and the feelings which are the 
proper inmales of the human heart. By the Poet who was 
mofe adkired for the juftnefs of his remarks, than for thi 
urbanity^ his maniiers, we are taught that, " The proper 
** ftudy of mankind is man." — Now though the fentiment 
may be fomewhtt too <:onfined, in a religious light it has its 
beautks, and well applied, is capable of wafting the mind 
tocontelnplationsofa much more elevated nature : theob- 
jed I %m about to defcribe, was of this kind : — ^The plenti- 
ful board which the goodnefs of Providence had enabled me 
^%read before my family, had been newly removed, and 
the fatm^s of fome potatoes thrown out at the door, when a 
yeneraMe looking man, who bore thofc marks of a long ex- 
iftence, which are not to be counterfeited, approached the 
fpot where that which even oeconomy wrould have confider- 
^ ufeleis had been thrown 4 he cail his eyes around htm as 
"dreading an obferver of the degraded flate to which he 
feemed to fancy himfelf reduced. He (ttd not perceive hira- 
felffeen, knelt down, picked up the wretched fragments I 
have liamed, and. having placed in the middle of his hand tiie 
tattered remnants of an handkerchief, which at lead bad 
deanlbefs to recommend it, he made it the receptacle of bis 
intended meal, v^rith which, aflifted by the other hand, bc^ 
e^rly fed himfelf, and might in truth be faid rather to de-' 
vourthan eat. As if dreading the effefls of unfatisfied hun- 
ger, he refervcd out of his poor allotment fometfaing for fu^ 
ture neceflities, and then betook himfelf to a pump hard by 
tofatisfyhis thirft. There was not the appearance of a 
common beggar ; but of that real mifery which feeks rather 
todifguifethan to difplay irfflf. To have felt for this ob- 



{'e^, it wcHild have been secefEury to1ia?e leen htm ; t6 hHVt 
een and not have felt, would have been impoflibley even fo^ 
a mind intimate with calamity ; and the mind of him, muft 
have been debafed indeed, who could withhdd his immecliate 
thankfgiving to the Creator of all things, that hehimfelf 
was ftili above the miferies he had feen ; a confolation which 
woul^menbut accuftom therafdves to view thofe more 
lowly ilationed than themfelves, inftead of panting for the 
cafe they fancy the opulent to Doflefs, would render all men 
comfortable, and the minds of many contented. Is it not 
grievous to confider that altho' << the high, the low, the nch» 
«' the poor, were created by the fame Almighty Power, and 
<* fcnt into the world for the aid, protefUon^ and fupport of 
** each other," thefe diftreffes Ihould remain unremedied? 
Why, they are fo, and what might afford a remedy, may, 
with your f ermiflion become the fubje£t of fome future pa* 
per ; at pr^fent, i can only contemplate the voluminous 
and inexplicable (late of the Poor Laws, in a country on all 
hands allowed to poflefs much talent and fome virtue. But 
it is a mifery to the wretched, and a vice in the empire, that 
on fpme occafions more (hould have been fpent in afcertain* 
ing the proper feftlement of one pauper, then would provide 
a maintenance during the Ihort period his niifery had left 
him to exift. 

Your approbation of the various fubjeds I intend to em- 
brace, will be (hewn either by your ipferting or rejefling my 
papers, and I truft I may hereafter become worthy to fliare 
your cfteem. 



REFLECTIONS UPON PROPHECY. 

WHEN the nature and defign of prophecy is attentively 
confidered, it certainly muft have a tendency to con- 
firm the Chriftian's hope, becaufe fo many irrefragable in- 
ftances of the accompliuimcnt of various predidions are upon 
record, that it is impoffible to be miftaken refpeSing them. 

Such parts of prophecy as remain unfulfilled, generally 
have refpeft to the mutatioils that remain to take place in 
the earth, whereby the grand enemy to Chrift*s Glory will 
be deftroyed, the veil of obfcurity removed from the cyts of 
profeflbrs, and the way laid open for the cftablifliment of 

the 
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tl^ kingdom of Jefus above all the kingdoms of the 
world. 

The predictions which relate to thefc events, notwith- 
ftanding they are couched in ftrong figurative language, are 
not difficult to wnderiland, but the events themfelves are cer- 
tainly the only true expoliiors for which we ought to wait, 
rather than to place any reliance upon the pretenlions of vi- 
fionary men, who frequently affign periods for the accom* 
pliftiment of certain events which no concurrent circum- 
ftance confirms ; and, indeed it is no wonder their fchemes 
fliould fail, feeing God has wifely concealed from the view 
of men the particular circumftances of the things foretold as. 
to time and place, until the period of their fulfillment, when 
every difficulty will vanllh and the things intended be fo 
clearly man if eft as to ellablilh on the firmeft ground the 
Chriltian*s faith ; whether it refpe£ts hispromifcs, or threat* 
enings, for heaven and earth (hall pafs away, but not one jot 
or title of his word (hall fail. 

To (hew this jn the ftrongeft point of view, we need only, 
take a rctrofpeidl of the attempts of the declared enemies of 
truth to falfify the very prediflions they have feen fulfilled v 
witnefs the fruitlefs and wicketl attempts of Julian (the 
' Apoftate) who was miraculoufly prevented from rebuilding 
the Temple at Jerufalem» 

Notwithftanding the fceptics of the prefent age (hut their 
eyes to the events that are daily fulfilling, that circumftance, 
inftead of invalidating, confirms Prophecy; for Daniel was 
t^ld, " fhe wicjted Ihall not,underftand,".but the wife (righ- 
teous) do, and the way by which they acquire an underftand- 
ing of thefe things is by comparing God's providence with 
Pl-ophecy, particularly in the exercife of his retributive 
juftice. 

Although objeftions may be brought againft the (lile in 
which prophecy is exprelfed, they will not long remain ; 
when it i« confidered a general clue is given for the proper 
underftanding of the figures, by the predit^lions already ful- 
filled, the language in moft cafes being the fame ; whether 
couched under the idea of earthquakes, or the darkening of 
the heavenly bodies, both which intend the deftruction of 
the policy and government of (lates, or fiich mutations as are 
tantamount thereto. A very ftriking inftance of this pre- 
fents itfelf in the late Revolution in France, more particu- 

Vol. il. C larly 
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larly iii the total abolition of titles there, reprefentcd in pfo- 
phecy under the idea of flaying feven thoufand men, or names 
of men, Rev. xi. 13. It is ufually underftood that when a 
flefinlte term is ufed, particularly a perfeA number, fuch as 
feven, it means an abfolute deilruCTion. And as it is alb 
Boted that the tenth part of the city fell, which is one inte- 
gral, part of the whole, I conclude the expreflion points 
out not only the reparation of France from the Romifh hier- 
archy, but alfo from the general intereft of the other 
powers, on which account every attempt to eftabliflt kingly 
power there, will prove as fruitlefs as that of Julian to re- 
build Jerufalem. 

Prophecy is not only fealed from the world at large bot 
fome parts are clofed from the eye of Chriftians until the 
time of the end, on whfch account they ftiould ftedfaftly look 
at thofe things as they unfold, as a confirmation of the hope 
that their redemption draweth nigh. It would be arrogant 
to pretend to determine what was uttered by the feven thun- 
ders which John was not permitted to write down, I will 
therefore merely hazard a conjefture, that they had refpeft . 
to fome judgments to be infiided on France and fome other 
kingdoms of Europe, uttered by fome of the firft reformers 
and their fucccffors, fome of which fo generally corroborate 
the general fcheme of prophecy, as to fandion fuch an 
opinion. 

As the Chriftian and Antichriftian Church may be confi- 
dered to be fettled in Europe, in that quarter we (hould look 
for the theatre of a£lion, tor there are the feet of Daniel's 
image placed, that was to be deftroyed by the ftone cut with- 
out hands from the mountain ; a part whereof is fulfilled . 
as an earheft of the accomplifliment of all, after fome further 
mutations. Yet a little while, and the city which confifted 
bf ten parts will be divided into three, but it is to be feared 
greater woes will be experienced than we have feen already 
infliAed, of what nature time mufl declare. A partial ac- 
complifhment of this prophecy, appears to me to have taken / 
place by the divifion of the Chriftian Communion, which, '> 
at this moment, confifls of Papift Calvinifts and Lutherans ; ^ 
but when the full accomplifliment takes place, the Son of/ 
man will be at the door. — feven now the voice faith, " Come 
** out of her my people, that ye be not partaker of her fins, . 
<* and that ye receive oot of bcrplagues." 

ON 



/ 

1PH£ (TKIVSASALIST'S MISCELLANY* II 

ON ELECTION. 
(Continued from page 531, Vol. I.) 

DEAR SIR, 

IN further difcufling the fubjed recommended by your 
Brighthelmftone correfpondent, there are two propofi- 
tions which I (hall endeavour to keep in view and iubltan- 
tiate. Xhey are the following : 

ift, T^he mojl-high GoD hath^ of his fovereign will and plea-' 
furty chofen apart of his creatures toflandin a peculiar relation 
to himfelfy and to enjoy peculiar blejjings,^ 

2d, The great Jehovah y in electing apart of his creatures^ had 
in vieiu thehappinefs (f all his creatures : the relation and blff-^ 
fings to which he ele^ed his peculiar ones y were intended to Sptu 
the-ivay for his univcrfai goodnefs to be fully difplayedy ci/d «/- 
timately to bring ab:ut the happinefs of the whole crealkh. 

In ftaiing the dodrines of eleftion an4 pecirttar grace, it 
is not enough to prove that no injury is dohc to the whole by 
a part being chofen, and the fpecial favours beftowed upon 
them; it is necelfary to fliow that the particular defigns of 
God, and his fpecial operations, are in perfed harmony with 
his univerfal goodwill, and his immutable defire of the hap- 
pinefs of all his works : this, and this only, can make fuch 
defigns and operations appear worthy of the God of love. 
We ought never to reprelent the benevolent Parent of the 
univerfe as a capricious, or partial Father, fo fondly attached 
to one part of his great family, fo entirely occupied with their 
concerns ; as to forget the re(l, and^ncgledl their happinefs ; 
but rather as^ combining all his works together in one ftu- 
r pendous whole, and ever purfuing the good of the whole by 
all his operations in every part. 

The defign of the prefent letter is to illuftrate and eftablifh 
the above propofitioiis, by confidering the Lord*s choice of 
Abram, and his promife to him. As the reader goes on, he 
will difcover my reafons for feleAing the cafe of Abram, as 
the bafis on which I mean to eftablifli the dodlrlnes of pecu- 
liar grace and univerfal goodnefs, to fhow their agreement 
and co-operation with each other. 

The choice of Abram, and the peculiar favour manifefted 
to him, ftand on record as the firft inftance, at leaft after the 
flood, of an individual man being fele6ted by God to (land in a 
peculiar relation to himfelf, and to enjoy the fpecial manifefta- 
tiofis of his grace. After the deluge, when Noah offered his 
f^crifi^e, Jehovah expreifed his good will towards the whole 

iiuman 
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human race, indifcriminatelyy whtch (hould defcend from 
him. He ehtered into covenant with Noah and his feed, 
which comprehends all mankind fince that time. This co- 
venant has never fince been abrogated, never difannulled by 
any peculiar manifettations of grace to, or covenant made 
with, either individuals, or nations ; but as God is in oneu 
mind, and all his works and ways make but one complete 
fyftem of divine wifdom and goodnefs, fuch peculiar mani- 
feftations and covenants muft be in purfuance of that good 
will which he had difcovered prior to fuch mamfeftations and 
covenants, and the good will, before manifefted^ continues- 
the fame through all fuccecding difpenfations : of this God 
hath given us a fajthful withefs in the heavens, his bovv in 
the cloud, a token of his everlafting covenant between him 
and all flclh. Under this view, God ftands in a covenant re- 
lation to the whole world. Before the calling of Abwm, we- 
do not read that any one of the human race had a fnperior 
clairo given him to the divine favopr above another, on the 
ground of mere grace, confequently in beginning here, wc 
begin where the fubje£l firft opens to our view. 

The Lord's choice of Abram, and the bleffings promt fed to 
him, did not relate to hisindividiial perfon merely, but extend- 
ed to his pofterity, both natural and fpiritual feed : to him and 
to his fetd were the promifesmade, and related principally to 
Chrift, Gal. iii. i6. The Jfews, notwithftandir^g th^ir fall, as 
touching the election, or God's choice of them in their fathers, 
are ft ill beloved for the fathers' fakes, Rom. xi. 28. Thebleff- 
i ng of Abraham comes upon the Gentiles, who believe, through 
Jcfus Chrift, they too arc his feed, and heirs according to the 
promife. Gal. iii. 14, 29. The promife to Abram is laid in 
the fcriptures as a foundation- ftone, on which all the fucceed- 
ing difpenfations of grace are brought forward and made to 
Hand: whatever peculiarities exifted under the Jewifh, or 
now exiftin the dealings of God with individijals under the 
prefent difpenfation, if their exifteiice be in purfuance of the 
promife made to Abram, ought to be corifidered as exifting 
for the fame purpofes, anddefigned to anfwer the fame ends 
as Jehovah avowed when he firft gave that promife. If, 
therefore, we can prove that Abram *s being chofeh of God, 
that all the Moft High promifed to do for and beftow upon 
him, was intended to make him a blefling to other?, to make 
bleffed, or happy^ all the families of the earth through him,, 
we fliall in efFedt prpve, that the eledion of the houfe of 
Ifrael, and of New Teftament believers, all the . peculiar 
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bleflings beftowed upon either the one or the other, miift be 
intended to make thofe, who are fo chofen, a blefling to 
others, and ultimately to terminate in the happinefs oJF alt 
mankind. 

Notwithftanding the exemplary ptmifhment inflided upon 
the antfdeluvians, -the wonderful prefervation of Noah and 
his family and the gracious covenant made with him and all 
fle(h, it appears that his pofterity foon degenerated from the 
knowledge of ,the true God, and Amk into idolatry. Paul 
hath given us a mod afFefling defcription of the dreadful 
ftate of the Gentiles, and the alarming confequences of their 
not loving to retain God in their knowledge, Rom. chap i. 
In the days of Abram, idolatry, it feems, was making rapid 
ftrides in Afia, eVen his family and kindred were infeAcd 
therewith, they ferved other gods, Jo(h. xxiv. 2. The So- 
vereign of the univerfe, that the knowledge of his name 
might not be utterly extirpated from among men, and that 
a wiy might be opened for his abundant mercy and grace to 
be manifefted to, and enjoyed by his creatures, fixed his choice 
upon Abram, called him, by a fpecial manifeftation of his 
will, to leave his father's houfe arid his kindred, gave him a 
promife fo extenfive, that though it has been accompliihing 
ever fmcc, it ftill remains to have its full and ultimate accom- 
pliftment in the ages to come. Awful and affeding as the 
-Apoftle's defcription referred to above may be, it is not cafy 
to conceive how much more dreadful the flate of mankind 
would have been, had not the Cod of grace interpofed by the 
calling of Abram, and by the difpenfations of his grace to 
him, and to his feed; through which the light of divine 
truth, and the means of falvation and everlafting happinefs 
have, in fucceflive periods, been afforded to the world. We 
can form no juft eftimate of the advantages refulting from the 
peculiar difpenfations of divine grace to the creation at large, 
unlefs we trace them to their final ilFue, and contemplate 
them as ultimately terminating in the Univerfal Reftoration. 
Such a view of the fubjeft completely obviates all the diffi- 
culties which have fo long clogged the doflrincs of eledion 
and peculiar grace, which, 1 think,, cannot be obviated on 
^any other ground, and ajifwers the objections of deifts to the 
fcheme of divine revelation, as being narrow, partial, and un- 
^Worthy of the Father of the univerfe. 

That Jehovah's choice of Abram, his callinjy him, and the 
pmmife made to him, were peculiar and diftiuguifhing fa- 
vours I think np man can deny, Gen. xii. i, 2,3. Will any 

man 
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man attempt to denv the peculiarity of the Lord's dealings 
with Abraoiy the diuiogutfliing nature of the favour of God 
manifefted tohim? If any one bedifpofedto attempt fuch 
deniaU let htm inform us to what other perfon at that time 
Jehovah afforded fuch a revelation of himfelf as he did to 
Abram, on what other perfon he beftowed fuch favours as be 
beftowed on him. If the peculiarity of the divine mant- 
feftations afforded to, and favours beftowed upon Abram be 
acknowledged, thedodrine of diftinguifliing grace, or pecti* 
liar favour, is at once admitted, and my firft propoGtion efta- 
bliflied. Let us fee if the fecond will not derive equal fup« 
port from the above paflages. 

God did not fay I will blefs thee, merely for thy own 
emolument, that' thou mayeft be the excluGve recipient- 
of my favours, and while I blefs thee, I will curfe the reft 
of mankind, make then^ a foil in the exibition of crea- 
tures, that my curfe upon them may make my blefling upon 
thee more confpicuous, that the everlafting fhades in which I 
place them, may make thy fituation the more luminous ; but 
I will Irle/s ihuf and make thee a blejjing ; as much as to fay, 
every bleffing I beflow upon thee (hall be a benefit to others. 
Jehovah faid, I will make of thee a great nation^ and I will 
blefs fhee^ and make thy^name great. The great nation referred 
to was not to impoverifh the world by their greatnefs, was 
not to be made great by a charter from heaven, confining the 
tf eafures of divine grace as a monopoly to them, was not for 
their aggrandizement to e^thauft the means of infinite love, 
fo as to leave no divine favour for others to enjoy ; their name - 
was not to be made great through everlafUng clouds and 
darknefs being made to r^fl upon the names of all others. 
Nothing like this is exprefTed in the pafTage : all their bleflT- 
ings, all their greatnefs, God intended as means of their be- 
ing macle a blefling to others ; and when they fhall arrive at 
the higheft pitch of their greatnefs, they will be a far greater 
blefling to the world than they have ever yet been. Rom. chap. 
xi. Jehovah added, / will blefs them that b^fs thee^ and curfe 
him that curfeth thee ; and in thee fhall aB families of the earth- 
he blejfed. Not that I will blefs the one, and curfe the other, 
from a partial attachment, a doating fondnefs to thee; but 
the blefling and the curfe are fubordinate to the great end of 
blefling all families of th^ earth. 

That the latter part of the promife to Abram can never be 
fulfilled, until the univerfal redoration takes place, is to n>e 
evident. All families of the earth niuft.comprehend all thei 
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inhabitants of the earth, then, and ever flnce. - It is not fafd 
fpme individuals of every family, but families coliedively 
are fpokenof, which includes all the branches of each farni* 
ly, however fmce multiplied, fcattered, or es^tind : and the 
whole coUedion of families is comprehended in the words. 
It is not faid, may be blefled, (hall have an opportunity of 
enjoying bleifmgs, fhall be blefTed if they do this or that ; the 
language is pofttive without reftridions or limitations, Jhall 
heilefjed. What is meant by the bleiTednefs here promifed 
we (hall not now particularly enquire, but barely obfenre, that 
furely none will (ay that either endlefs mifery, or total anni-> 
hilation can be the thing fpoken of, or that any perfon can 
be adually ble(Ied any further than he is madehapjpy. That 
fome of the families of the earth have been totally cut oflF in 
their (ins, that part of all the families of the earth have died 
in the fame (late none can deny. If fuch lapfed creatures 
never be reftored, Jiow can the promife be cftabli(hed Jn its 
full extent ? 

Fearing I may have made this letter already too long, I 
ha&en to concliufe, and will ftudy greater brevity in my next. 
I am, Dear Sis, 

Your's in fincerity and tfuth, 
Jem. 13, 1798. R.W. 



Letter from a Clergyman i;i the Country. 

MY pfeAR FRIEND, 

Nov. 1 5th, 1797. 
Y AM happy to inform you, that (through the good hand of 
•*■ God upon us) Mrs. ^ was fafely delivered of a daugh- 
ter on Tuefday morning, about three o'clock. -Her labour 
Was remarkably (hort, and even during the time it lafted, by 
no means fevere — (he was not really ill more than a quarter 
of an hour, and blefled be God hath fmce been, and is now 
in a very comfortable ftate. The child is alfo well. We 
bringour little ones into the world children of wrath, but 
cannot maike them children of grace — this is the alone work 
of God, whofe province it is to mak6 dry bones live. All 
that we can do is to give them good in(lru£lion, and 
water that inftruflfon with our prayerSs that God would 
render it eflFedoal, and Mefs the rifing branches round about 
our table, and make them as trees of nis own planting, that 
they may fpring up and grow as the lign aloes, or as willows 
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by the watcr^ourfes-r-that our children which arc his by 
nature^ may be fons and daughters of the j^ord Almighty by 
grace. O may his richeft fpiritual bleflings reft on yours and 
mine ! May the dew of heaven fail on our little hnl of Gil- 
boa, and may our children be his children by adoption and 
grace — and if children, then certainly heirs of God and jpint 
ueirs with Jefus Chrilt. 

My opinion of Mr. Wincheftcr's fentimcnts remain the 
lame. I fee no argument of his fuJfBciently (Iron^ to over-* 
iwm my former creed refpefiing the eternity of iuture pu- 
nifhment. What our bleffed Lord faid of Judas, " that it 
were good for him if he had never been born," is (b very for-^ 
cible, that (at prefent) I think he would not have ufed fuch 
a ftrong ex predion was Judas to havp been reftored, even after 
millions of years, to the joys of his falvation. I (b^ll, how.* 
ever (God willing) reconfider the fubjefl, as I think it an 
important one, and it would rejoice my heart to be afTured 
Mr. W. is right. The Lectures you have kindly fent I (hall 
fead with great attention, as I have, and (hall ag^in his other 
book, and at the fame time ihall not f^il to apply to the 
Fountain of all wifdom and knowledge, imploring him, that 
if I am right, to keep me from error, and if wrong, to teach 
me the truth. One thing, however, you agree with roe in, 
that the belief or difbelief of Mr. W*s tenets refpeding fu- 
ture puni/hments is not neceiiary to falvation. The truth 
that is faving I hope through God's mercy I have. I may 
truly fay the Lord hath made my darknefs to be light, and 
that he hath (hined into my heart to give me the.knowledge 
of himfelf in the face of Jefus Chrift. It is my earneft prayer 
that the great Head of the Church would keep me always 
under his divine teachings and make me an able mjnifter of 
the New Teftament, that f may be an humble inftrument 
in his hands of turning many from Satan unto dim ; that the 
Lord may honour my labours in giving me fouls for my 
hire, and feals for my cure, which may be my crown of re- 
joicing in tjje great day* Many feals he hath (blefTed be his 
name] already given to my miniftry. The number hath 
much increafed fmce you was here, and is ftill increafing 
notwithftanding all oppo(ition. The Lord will work anc^ 
none (hall hinder him. As it was faid of old, " the blood of 
the martyrs is the feed of the Church, and fo I may fay of 
this place and neighbourhood ; the more oppofition the more 
the Gofpel thrives. Several have lately joined the poor de- 
^fpifed WhitfieldiUs as we are called, and among them two 6f 
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the mod inveterate enemies to the crofs of Chrift. I could 
wHte aiore but my paper is nearly filled — fo muft conclude 
with nny bed love to your wife, and I am in the bonds of 
the GoTpel your very fince friend and brother. 



^d9tatlon from the Jrm'nlan Magazine* 

No. 26, Pitfield Street, HoxtoO. 
MR. VIDLER, 

BEING informed thsit you fome time ago heard a prea- 
cher at the New Chapel, charge the Univerfalifts with 
fubflituiing hell torments for falvaiion, inftead of the blood 
of Chrilh Give me leave to turn the charge upon theni- 
fclves by referring you to the Arminian Magazine, for 
June 1784, No. 78, page 32|— 4. Title, * God*s, univcr- 

* fal love — the Father of Spirits — the Redeemer of man- 

* kind—the lover of fouls, refufes his firft graces to none; 

* enlighten^ every man that comes into th6 world, and pre- 

* vents all the. loft fons of Adam, by his divine infpira- 

* tion ; but when they ddiberatcly'rej^S his attradlions, ihut 
« their eyes' to his illuminaiions and re fi ft all his internal 
' lijotjons i he withdraws the falutary operations as ufelefs, 

* and proper only to harden iheir'hearts, and augment their 

* condemnation. He never abandons the creatures until 

* they abandon him ; and becaufe he cannot do violence to 

* their freedom without deftroying their natures ^ he^ never 

* afts upon lapfed intelligences by omnipotent, irrefiftible 

* decrees. , For this reafon it is, that he allows corrupt rc- 
' probate" mjnds, to follow the deliberate choice and volun- 

* tary bent of their own hearts, till they die impenitent, 

* knowing that i( is impoJfibJe to reclaim them^ 'thejrwife than by 

* infernal fains and hell torments. This is the terrible and beau^ 

* tifulfyflem of nature and grace which the PredefHnarians have 
Murned into particular preferences, preteriiion/ and fatal- 

* iftic decreer,, which render vice inevitable, and God the 
Vauthor of of our eternal mifery. , 

I am, &c. yoi2rS| 
Sep. Qth. X795* 

J. CUE. 
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THOUGHTS ON THE TENDENCY OF DEfSM. 

7i thi EdiUr of ihe Uhiverfalifi" s Mi^ctllany. 
Sir, 
By iiirerting the ffJ4owing thoughts oa Deifm, if you think 
them worthy of a place in your Mifeellanj^ you will much 
• oblige, 
Ko. 14» tittV RufTe^ Street, Your's, &e. 

AuguH 19th, 1797. ' J. H. PRINCE. 

XT IS npt.tny. intention i» this little Eflay, to enter into- a 
y^ defence qf revealed religion, nor to combat the many 
iophiftical ar^iime^its t)iat have been adduced by ancient and 
njodern Deifts, to overjnrn the whole fabric of Chriftianity ; 
the n^any able defences already extant, by wp^ters pofleflcd 
0/ far,grcater abrltiies than myfelf, having rendered fuch an 
^tiemp^ in my oginion necdleCs. , I (haH only make fonje 
brief reftecU^ns, on the nature oi dtrfm^ and the charaftpr 
and condiift^ of th<i m derti Dc//I.: that being a fubje^l pi> 
•which t)ie majority of* thofewntcrs have but very (lightly^ 
if at !all touched , 

lofidelity and imnrorality arQ nearly allied together, pf 

' which we have occuhr demonftration in the Kves of tho/c 
who have imbibed pjinciples of this ijature; though I grapt 
there are exceptigns of individuals, who can bpaft of ihe;tT- 
morality, and tell us (what indeed is very true,} ** that^t 
is^tjie fair fruit which fprjngs from the tree oi*naiuriil re^ 
Ugittij* and alfo(what is not true,J,*< that rev$Qled religion 
cannot produce better." When principles of this nature 
are difleminate^, it bea>nQcs us to Ih^w their fallacy a^d 
expofe them. to th«^ w.ofld, to hold them up as the obje^s of 

. our abhorrence aiid rcjeflion, on account of tbeix dire£l 
j^uence when received, to fap the foundation of virtucT- 
to undermine true religion, and Confequently to difhono^r 
Gpd. Thp man who fteps forward on this arduous iqfi- 
pntan5 taQc,. has reafpn to expcft, and moft certainly wj^H 
have, in a greatej* or Icfs degree^ the bl/6?0ing^. of the ^U 
mi^hty : who will own fuch wbrfes to the reltraining, if not 
to the total abolition or extermination of fuch fentiments, 
wfuch we cannot expeft, from the ftate of the world and 
xiatore of things, fmce there always have been, and per- 
baj^s s^^ys will be>. fome enemies 10 the moil refii)e4 fyf* 
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temsy and fome^broachers of the mod abfurd rentiments: the 
former of which, perhaps, is wifely permitted by the Deity 
to keep ill exercife the talents of his people who always 
have been, and I truft always will be, ready •* to give a rea- 
fon of the hope that is within them," and to draw forth 
thofe evidences of the authenticity of their religion, which 
never would have appeared had not that religion been ^ 
called into quedion : apd the latter to try the faith of the 
Chriftian, who is in great danger, if not rooted and ground- 
ed in, and well acquainted wiih^ the evidence of religion, of 
being drawn away by infidelity which is permitted to ex id, 
that the trial of their faith might be more precious than that 
of gold, and which, if it ftands the trial, enfures to the 
Ch rift ian a great recompence of reward. Infidelity would 
foon over fpread our land, and completely envelope in worfe 
thari Egyptian darknefs, were it not for thofc publications 
which are of the greateft utility poflible, and which under 
God are the means of retarding its progrefs, and at lead 
ferveas an antidote to the fatal poiTon of it. 

If we take but a fuperficial view of natural and revealed 
religion, we fliall foon difcover the advantages of the latter, 
over the former. Natural religion does indeed lay a moral 
obligation upon man, and teaches hiru his duty to man ; but 
what natural refigion does imperfectly, revealed religion docs 
mafterly. The duties of the fecond table, or in other words 
the duties we owe to our neighbour, are all comprifed in 
that comprehenfive faying of Chrift, 7houP)alt Lvethy neigh- 
bour as ihyfelf. So that we may fay vhcre is more to be learnt 
from a few words of that book* fo defpifed by modern in- 
fidels, than from the. whole b:f.k ^/nature. This might be 
(ufficient of itfelf, to (hew the fuperiority of revelation over 
natural religon, for as a late elegant writer in defence of re- 
velation oblerves, ** man has ntcdi to be taught hi3 duty in 
the rrioft dixeA manner poflible, for his time on earth is 
ihprt, and if he muft be obliged to read the great book of 
nature, or creation through, and undcrfland it well in order 
to learn his duty to God and man, few men will ever be 
found to have fufEcient time, abilities, or means to attain 
thiJj knowledge.. And if a man fliould fpend a ih.ufaHd ages 
in the ftudy of the creation, he could find out nothing in 
pra£lical religion, more than he might learn in an hour, by 
reading ifi ihe bible ; hence the inconceivable advantage of 

Da ftudying 
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ftudying the Scriptures, wherein our duty is fo plainly rc-r 
vealed." 

Befides if natural religion teaches us but iniperfedly our 
duty to man, it leaves us llill more in the dark refpedling our 
duty to God. Nature, inileied,. proclaims aloud ** there is a 
God," and every one has a natural conviftion that it is right 
to worfliip him ; witnefs the heathens of all climates, whom 
I believe, without exception, worfhip a fomething as their 
God ^ but revealed religion alone has given us a clear difcp- 
very of the nature and attributes of that deity, fo univerfalljr 
acknowledged, and pointed out the true method of worlhip- 
ipg him acceptably. God is a Spirity and they that worfhip 
him niiiji worftjip him in Spirit and in truth, is the language of 
infpiration. But even thofe few Deifts among us, who have- 
not caft off morality, "Sire at leaft chargeable with, and highly 
culpable for a neglect of ihe %K:orflAp of God, and a total devia- 
tion from the duties of the firlt table, which teach them, (as 
tney affirm their natural religon does ; and would to God if 
it does, they wpiild obey its teachings) to worfhip, to reve- 
rence, to obey him in all things. 

It is an obfervatiou I have made, and perhaps it has not 
altogether efcaped the notice of others; that our modern 
Deifts, or the greater part of them, have a particular pro- 

fSenfity to abfent themfelves from public worfhip : how can 
t be otherwife indeed ? Can we expecS them to liften to 
truths^vhich they defpife ? By no meahs, except it be to cri- 
ticife on them, and ridicule the fimple faith of the Chrifliari 
Who is determined to believe what God hath revealed, tho* 
in fome inftances he is not at prefcnt in a capacity tocom- 
jprehend the whole of feveral revealed truths, yet he is* enabled 
to diiiinguifh between ihofe things that are incredible ^vA 
thofe which are merely incomprehenfihU ; and, as in Provi- 
43nce where he cannot unriddle, he learns to truft, fo in 
^race, where he cannot underftand he learns to adore. Butv 
thofe who fet up their rcafon in bppofuion Xo faith, and fup- 

f)ofcthat this fnblunary fpark las Dr. Young emphatically 
tik'S it) is fufficient tQ comprehend 2\\ neceffary tfuihs, vltA 
that thofe which it cannot comprehend are of confequence to 
bcrejefled, mak;e a grand miflake as well as aft inconfiftent 
xHvith other parts of their conduft : ,for they are obliged to be- 
lieve many ihiogs in nature, which the utinoft ttretch of their 
hajied reafon cannot fully comprehend, fuch ^s the g'r6>^tH 

'•■ • • ■■ ■ * •■■ ■• 't 
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of phntSy the formation of the body, the union of the bodj 
a^d foul, &c. 

Even Lord Bolingbroke will confefs this muchy and ad- 
mit that there are many appearances in the phyfical and 
moral fyftemSy which cannot be fully comprehended, yet are 
not repugnant to any excellency of the Supreme Being, (and 
confequently not incredible) but that I may notdo injuilice 
to fo eminent a writer, 1 will tranfcribe his own words, as 
they contain a concelFiun not often to be met with in the 
writings of Dei(ls, 

** There are many ap{)earances no doubt in the phyfical 
and mojal fyftems, which miy pafs for mjfter'ut^ becaufe we 
cannot fully comprehend them ; ^ut there id nothing in either 
of thefe," (and I may add or in any of the doflrines of rc» 
vealed religion) •* repugnant tp any excellency which w# ^ 
ought to attribute to the Supreme Being Wu confess ou* 

IGNORANCE BUT W£ DO ivOf 'I;HEK£F0KK CALL IN QUilS- 

TioN THE DIVINE ATTRiBUTfE, nor difbelieve thofe fyf- 
tems to be his work, nor the law of nature to be his law/* 
Vide Lord ^olingbroke's Letter occalioned by one ot Arch- 
biihop Tillotfon's Sermons, in his Lordfliip's works, Quarto 
Edition. . 

Faith teaches nothing contrary to, though above re J n\ 
the latter has more to do with Chriftianiiy than the Dtifts 
are perhaps aware of; They fay our fyftem fhuts out rea- 
son, and pretend to monopolize that necelfary article to them- 
felves ; but to fuch I would addrefs myfeif in the language 
gfthe great Dr. Young, who (hews us the happy eiFcos 
of a combination, of reajon and faith^ which the C^rilUan 
fydem allows. 

'* Ye pompous Tons of reafon, idolized 

** And Vilified at once ; oi reqfon dead, 

** Then deifyed, as monarch's, were of old. 

f* Wrong not the Lhrifilah^ think not reajon yours? 

** *Tis rcajoriy our great mafter holds fo dear, 

*.* 'Tis reajoris injured rights, his wrath refents ; 

'* Tis reajon* $ voice obey'd, his glories crown ; ^ 

" To give loft reajon life, he pour'd his own. 

f* Believ^, and Ihew the reajon of a man, 

** B LiEVE, and taftethe pleafure of atjod^ 

y Believe, and look with triumph o'er the tomb, 

?* Through reafrn's wounds alone thy faith can die." 

I was 
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T was infenfibly led into this digreflion from the mention- 
ing of a phrafc which the Dtisxs aknd fkeethikkers of 
the age we live in, are very partial to — 1 mean reason. 
But to return; the gentlemen I have been fpeakirtg of, 
awe not only liable to a propenfity of abfenting themfclves 
from the public worftip of God, (which the before-men- 
tioned reafbns account for,) but neg!e£^ the worfti^ping 
of God in private. J have obfenred it in feveral that 
1 hare converfed with, that they do not fee the a6!udl ii^=^ 
ccffityofthe duties dfthefirft table, or thofe vtrhtcR tdate 
to (and command) the worfhip of God, neither are they ortt 
and above fcnipuloiis in obferriivg the Lord's day. i •* The 
wliole of religion {fay iheyj coniifts in doing as Voo would be 
done by :'* my ufual reply, to fuch an infmuation as this, is 
generally * No fir,' that is but the A/2^ of religion, (though I 
grant it may be confidercd as the heji fmlf, tor 1 Iwk upon 
fiffj without moralttyi if it were poflible to fepafate them, to , 
be worfe than morality vf'whout piety), ft takes ifr our duty 
fo man, but not to the deiry : a man tnay a£l Agreeable to 
that rule, yet be guilty of defrauding God of that v^orflii^ 
which is due from ercry creature tk> his Creator. ** — 1 can al- 
ways fte, however, that thcv afc willing to difpenfe with 
ft, and for the nioft part do difpenfe with it, which mtrfl b^ 
atffo evident rcrthofcw ha dwell under the fame roof with a^y 
of that dfefcripfion ; at the fame time cartdour calls irpbrt tnc 
io admit that others ar^ equally apt to ncgleS tHofc duties ; 
but I mention this defed irr them becaufe it arrfe riot frbnA' a:^ 
fraitty ofconduftmereljr, but an error in judgment fpring- 
fegfrom thtir avowed ientimenti, which they allow thenr- 
fclres in. ' 

The only worfhip M'hich DeiJIs approve ofj and fockieof 
fhem (I fear not many) condcfcend to practife, is a mere ac- 
knowledgment of God, but afiJto praying to* Him in private^ 
oraffembling.with others for the purpofe of public prayer, 
crto hear his word preached, they leave that forthofe to do 
who believe in a re^uelation^ th^t dictates and'enforceS it : and 
#ho are timid enough to fear a futurie punifliment for fins 
fxi omffim as well as commiffion. 'TiS no part* of their 
forced, and th$ref.r$ they do not* practife' it; 

Aug^JI I %y i79ji^ J. ^ PRINCE; 
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DEITY OF CHRIST. 

[Oor.timfdfroni fage 5 2 7 , ^ Vo L . I.) 
SMI, 

I NOW refiimethe fubjcA under debate, by noticing tbt 
to//^critkifm which Mr. Thompfon makes upon the ufc 
oftheGreek article c,wWch according to the graraiDat!cal<l6«> 
clenfion in the accufative cafe is ton when joined to Thtoriy at 
in John i. i. On this Mr. T. fays, \ Obferve the particular 
dilfmaion made bet ween /Af God, with whom the Word wa% 
and the Word himfelf.' The Apoftle fays, ** In the begin* 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with ton Theoriy' tht 
Gtfdy or the fupren*e ruler: ** and the Word was, Thees^** m^ 
god, or riiler, i. c* one that had dominion under God. Here 
are two beings diftiniily fpoken of, one faid to be with th^ 
other in the begiiMiing, and each called God ; though with 
the drftindion be^fore mentioned in the original, which miill 
ceFtainly be intended to keep us from the error <>f htvinr 
more gods than one." I aflc^ Docs Mr.-T. mean to impom 
upon his readeVs ? onis he impofed upt)n himfelf r Can it be 
that he (hould fiippoCe the ufe of the article e^ in. any of its 
declenfions, ftoiild ha^ve the power to-point out the Father. » 
the fnpremc Go<l, and the omiffion of it to the Son, as an in- 
ferior God ? For the article is fomeiimes omitted when Thefs 
Js applied to the Father, ar>d uCed when the fame word is ap- 
plied to the Son ; fee Tit. i. The word Thcos, God, occurs 
four times in the firft four verfes, and each time without the 
article in the Greek T^ftament. Ii isprefumed Mr.T. will 
not difpute but that the Father is there meant. According 
to his criticifm, therefore, the Father is only called ^iGod, 
nox the God, by way of emineiKe* But in Matt, i, 23, where 
the Son is called G^d with us, there the article is preBxed to 
Thfos ; as alfo in Heh. i. 9. thy throne O God, &c. fo that 
according to Mr.T. the Son is by way of cmnence called 
Mf God, while the Fatherly way of inferiority is oaly called 
a God. I only mention thefe as a fample, but Could bring 
fok-ward more inftantes, if neceflary. 

t f Mr. T. is podefled of fuch proof of the inferiority df the 
Son to the Father, it is pity he has made ufe of fo low a: cri- 
ticifm as the above. I might with much more truth obferve, 
that the Hteral reading of John i. i. is, *♦ In the bcgimiiag 
Was the Word,^ and the Word wafe with God, and God^ wms 
ih$ ff^ord fkai TJ>fcs^^ Jjfg^J^ fiutas J'do4i>ot thmkuthat 

' the^ 
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thedoflrine of the Deity of Chrift refts upon a mei^c verbal 
criticifm pr two, I fhall leave the^-eader to make his own 
refleftions tipon this. 

Mr. T. like all other gentlemen on his fide of the quef- 
tion, talks much of the i/ff/VyofGod, and appropriates the ; 
name of Unitarian tohimfelf and thofe of his own fentimenf. 
Put give me leave to fay that 1 think there is fome deception 
in this^ becapfe it implies more than is true, for it -implies 
that all who hold the Deity of Chrift believe in two Gods, 
:Mid confequently are not Unitarians^ but Dualians, But, Sir, 
1 as much believe the unity of God as Mr. T. or any other 
man, and I think that our Lord has taught me fo to do, for 
he has not only faid, * This is the firft commandment, the 
Lord our God is one Lord, and there is no other God but one ;* 
but he hath alfo faid, * I and the Father are one.* And when 
Philip faid, * Shew us the Father, and it fufficjeth us:* he (aid 
unto himr * Have / been fo long time with you, and yet haft 
thou not known mej Philip ? He that hath feen me hath Teen 
the Father ; and how fayeft thou, (hew us. the Father? Be- 
lieveft thpii not that I am in the Father, aiid the Father in 
me ? The words that I fpeak unto you, I fpeak not of my- 
felf; but the Father th^ dwelleth in me, hedoeth the works: 
believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me.' 

Mr. T. may be poireifed of greater intelle<ftnal powers than . 
I am : he perhaps uhderftands fully A^^«; the Father and the 
Son' are ^»^, fo that he who hath feen the Son hath feen \ht 
Father alfo. I confefs / do not underftand it ; but with the 
deepeft humility of heart I do what Chrift requefted Philip to 
. do, / believe that the Father is in the Son, and' the Son is in the 
father^ and he that hath feen the Son, hath feen the Father 
alfp. And hov^^ever any may fneer a^ me for thus believing, 
yet I can but think I a£i' rationally in it. For, firft,,! have 
the moft profound reverence for the charafter and perfon of 
Chrift. I think his credibility is fuch as ought to command 
my faith in every thing which he has faid, even though.I can- 
not ^//)> underftand it. . Secondly, I do not fully underftand 
the mode of my own lexiftence. I am pofitive I have a foul, 
I am fenfiblq of its operations at this moment. I know that 
my body is not my foul, and I know that my foul is nottny 
body : I know alfo that my foul and body are one man ; but 
how, orby what tie, they are united fo as to make one man, 
I do not know, it is aboye my reafon to comprehend it. 
•Hence I am conftrained to believe fomething concerning my 
ownexiftencei which I do not underftand. If then I find 

difficulties 
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difficulties which I cannot explain, in my own perfon, I do 
not think it ftrange that there fhould be fomethfng in the 
mode of the divine exiftence which is above reafon, yet not 
contrary to it. It is to be prefiimed, Sir, that Mr. T. per- 
feSly imderftands the mode of his own exiftence, and that he 
will clearly explain it to me in his next, and then he may go 
on and explain the mode of the divine exiftence, and (hew 
that there is nothing in revelation that is above reafon. As 
to what Mr. T. fays relative to the mediation of Chrift in its 
various branches, there is no difpute with him on tliat head : 
it is even granted that in his whole work as Mediator, there 
is an inferiority in Chrift to the Father; but I can by no 
means come to the fame conclufion with Mr. T. viz. *That 
our Lord is in every fenfe a derived and dependent beings 
circumfcribed in his power, and alfo in his knowledge/ 
That he is not circumfcribed in his inowUdgey to me appears 
evident from Heb. iv. 12, 13. " The fVord of GoA is quick 
and powerful, and (harper than any two-edged fword, pierc- 
ing even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart, neither is there any creature that is not 
manifeft in his fight : but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.* And John x. 
15. * As the Father knoweth me, even Jo know I the Father.* 
Again, compare Jer. xvii. 9, 10. with Rev. ii. 23. *The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked, 
who can know it ? / Jehovah fearch the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and ac- 
cording to the fruit of his doings.' — * And all the churches 
(hall know that lam He which fearchcth the reins and hearts : 
and I will give to every one of you according to your works/ 
Is it poifiblie toafcribe omnifcience to the Father inftronger 
terms than it is here afcribed to Chrift. 

The paflage which Mr.T. has quoted to prove that Chrift 
is circumfcribed in knowledge will . not ferve his pnrpofe, 

• viz. * Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the Son, 
nor the Angels, but my Father only.' For the Greek word 
oiden has Jiere the force of the Hebrew conjugation hiphcl, 
which in verbs denoting aftion, makes that aSion, whatever 
it is, pafs to another. Wherefore, eideo^ which properly fig- 
nifies I know y ufed in the fenfe of the conjugation hifhel^ (ig- 

■ nifies / make another to know, I declare. The word has this 

meaning without difpute in Cor. ii. 2. I determined, «Vr«fl/, 

.Vol. II. E to 
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to know nothing among you, but Jefus,Chrift and him cru- 
cified, i.e. I determined to make known nothing, &c. So in 
the text, * But of that day, and that hour, none maketh you to 
know, no not the angels, but my Father only ^ that is, no o^an, 
nor any angel, had received commifsion to make it known, 
neither was it in the commifsion of the Son to make it 
kncwn, but the Father (^nly, will make it known in its pro- 
per time. See Macknight on Mark xiii. 32. Surely there 
is a ^rej^t diiFerenge between our Lord's knowing a thing 
himfclf, and a commifsion to make it known to others ; the 
•latter of which only the above paifage refers to. 

As for the power of Chrift, the omnipotence of it appears 
eminently in the creation of /7// things, to which the Apoftle 
adds, J:y him all things conjiji. Col. i. 17. And he upholdefh 
mU things hy the word of his p:wer, Heb. j. 3. 

Mr. T. ridicules the idea of making a diftinftion between 
the human nature and divine nature of Chrift. But I ap- 
prehend without any good reafon, for one facred writer fays, 
Chrift is God with us. Another fays, this is a part of the 
myftery of godlinefs. Gcd manife/! in the fiefl). And another 
fays, that the Word, who was God was mzAtfle/h^ and dwelt 
with us. Surely thefe things fully juftify us in making a 
' diftinction between his human and divine natures, and af- 
cribing that to each, which is proper to them. Mr. T. al- 
lows Chrift to have a nature which is fuperior to humanity, 
although he denies his deity ; let me afl^ him, did this fupe- 
rior nature fthis namelefs fomething in the mediator's per- 
lon, which is neither God, arrgel, nor man) did it die ? did it 
rife again, &c. if not, muft not Mr. T. make a diftinction 
between xht fuperior and inferior natures of our Lord ? If fo, 
what advantage has he over the plain fimple Chri(lian, who 
believes what the gcriptures fayx)f the Son in human naturr, 
viz. That he is God with us. That Mr. T does, make a dif- 
tinction b:tween the fuperior and inferiOT natures of Chrift 
is evident, for he fays, « I agree with th« Querift that Chrift 
exifted before he was made tielh, or rather took flefti on him. > 

Mr. T. fays alfo, • that Jefus was very cautious of making 
known his divinity :' and hence he infers that *'He did not 
intend it fliould be known, but let us fee whether our Lord 
was fo caytious on this fubject as Mr. T. infinuates.' 

Did the Jews think him fo cautious ? There were as zea* 
lous for the unity of God as any modern Arian, Unitarian, or 
Socinian can be, and from this very zeal they charged our 
Lord with blafphemy. In John v. 18. They fought to kill 

bim^ 
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him, * becaufe he had faid God was bis Father, making hitn- 
felf equal with God/ And what did he do when this charge 
was brought againft him ? Did he rend his cloaths and (hew 
an abhorrence of it like Paul and Barnabas at Lyftra ? See 
Acts xiv. Na. He ftill maintained his claim. See the fol- 
lowing verfes to the 30th. ; in which, although he point out 
his inferiority to the Father, in his oflice capacity as media* 
tor, yet he declares that whatfoever things the Father dotfe, 
thefealfo doth the Sonlikewife. And afferts, < That men 
ihould honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.' And 
if this be not a claim to deity, I know not what is. I can 
but think that the Jews underftood our Lord as making fuch 
a claim, and that the reply to them fully admitted it. The 
fame charge was brought by them. John x. 30. Where 
Jefus faid, * I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took 
up ftones again to (lone him. Jefus anfwered, many good 
wo.rks have I fhewed you from my Father — for which of 
thefe works do you (lone me ? The Jews anfwered hin), 
faying, for a good work we (lone thee not : but for blafphe- 
my, and becaufe that thou, being a man, makcft thyfelf God.* 
Our Lord mentions three things in his defence which follows. 
Firft, that the word God^ had been ufcd in the law in application 
to men. Pfalm Ixxxii. i. ^>. • Jefus anfwered them, Is it not 
written in your law, I faid ye are gods r Secondly, That in his 
mediatorial o(Bce, he was greater than any of thofe to whom 
the word God had been applied. * If he called them gods, 
unto whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot 
be broken ; fay ye of him whom the Father hath fanflified 
(fet apart) and fent into the world. Thou blafphemell, be- 
becaufe I faid I am the Son of God ? Thirdly, he goes higher 
and alTerts, That he doeth the Wjrh of the Father y and that 
the Father was in him, and he in the Father. As an expla- 
nation of which, fee Jphn v. 17. * My Father worketh hi- 
therto, and I work,* and 19. * Whatfoever things he fthe 
Father) doth, thefe alfo doth the Sonlikewife.' From the 
whole I' conclude, that laying claim to the famehon')ur with 
the Father, faying that the Father was in him, and he in the 
Father; that the Father and he wxre one, and whatever 
works the Father did,* the Son did the fame ; all this I fay 
was fo far from fliewing that the Jews were mtftak^n, whtn 
they faid he made \i\m{di equal voith God^ that it had an evir 
dent tendency to cbnfcrm them, in their views'of his claims. 
Let me add that Paul had the fame views of his divine mader, 

E2 for 



28 THE universalist's miscellanv. 

for he fays that He, being in the fonn of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, ( or to be as God.) , 

Laflly, give me leave to aflc, will Mr. T's fentiments 
contribute much to eftablifh the doflrine of the Divine 
Unity ? He fays that Chrift is a God, but the Father is the 
God. Are there not then two Gcids ? The one greater than 
the other? 

I am, Sir, Yours, 

CHRISTOPHILUS. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST 

OF THE MOST REMARKABLE OCCURENCES IN 
ru^ YEAR 1797. 



JANUARY. 



/GOVERNMENT received advice 
^^ that a formidable French flttt, 
^ith Several thoufapjj troops on boaid 
Kad anchoied near Bantry Bay, en the 
fouthem coaft of Irtland. 

A Lifbon mail an ived, bringing an 
account of the lof^ of his majdly's 
Ihips BombayCijHle and Courageux,of 
74guns each,in a dreadful gale of wind 
the former on the Spanifli coaft, be 
tween Tarill and Croma Povia, and 
the latter at the entrance of the Ta- 

Official intclllgerce received from 
Ireland, that the enrmy's fl^et, which 
had anchored in Bantry Bay on tht 
24th 111*, remained there till the 27th 
in the evening, when they quitted 
their ftation and difappcared. An 
officer, who had been driven on fiicrc 
with a boat's crew, tij)on being exa 
mined, f^ated that the fleet, upon ifs 
leaving BiefV, conlidal of about filt) 
fait, including tranrports, having 
twenty five thoufand'msn on board, 
under the command general Hoche, 
and that the vi hole of this force was 
(kftined tor the attack of Ireland, 
The Ii ilh yeomanry and the inh ibi- 
I3t»t8 of the South, eminently diftn- 
guifhed them Pel VQ8 for their zeal and 
alacrity on the occafion. 



Advice received that the'eqemy't 
fleet had been diipcrfed off the cpaftof 
Ireland, and that they were on their 
return to Brefl. 

An account rccc'ved that a large 
frieatcjcalled the Impatient.belongjng 
to the enemy, had foundered in Ban- 
try Bay, in attempting to get to (ea. 

The IiiOi paptTs announced that 
the Seduifante French fhip laden with 
flour, having a great number of troops 
on board, belonging to the Bred ar- 
mament, went to pieces in coming out 
of that harbour \ and that feveral lives 
were 1 ft. 

■ The French Minifter to the united 
States of America, decl;ti;ed to the Se- 
creta«y of Stale at Philadelphia, that 
his ton61ions had ccafed, in conit* 
qutfiice of the commercial Regulations 
whicli had taken place between that 
country and Great Britain. 

Advice received that feveral fcat- 
tcrcd French (hips had appeared oflf 
the Shannon and Bantry Bay, but 
finding that the main force was not 
;it either place, they immediately bore 
away for F*iancc. 

The lecond fquadron of French 

(hips which had anchored in Bantry 

Bay, and that which appeared off tfc^ 

ShannoHi left tbofe ftatlons^ on their 

rctunr 
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reium to France, without attempting 
to land any troops. 

A Paris paper of the 7th announc- 
ed the return to Breft , of one of the di- 
▼ifwns of the French flee', under the 
cannmand''of admiral Bou^ette. 

Intelligence from Paris announced 
that the expedition againft Ireland 
had totally failed; and that Mantua 
was reduced to fuch a degree of dif- 
trefs, that the foldiers were obliged to 
eat their horles. 

American papers announced that 
New York, Boilon, Baltimore, and 
Savannah, had been partly deftroyed 
by fire. 

Letters from America announced 
that Mr. Adams ai|d Mr. Jefferfon 
had been elected prefident and vice 
prefident of the United ftates. 

The anntverfary of the murder of 
Louis XVI. celebrated at Paris with 
great pomp and exulration. 

The Marquis Cornwallis appoint- 
ed by the Board of Contronl to the 
capital fituation of the Governor- Ge- 
neral of Bengal. 

Difpatches from Peter (burg an- 
nounced that the new Emperor had 
detei'mined to adhere to the terms of 
the, treaties formed by his mother, 
the late Emprefs. 

FEBRUARY. 
,Thc Channel fleet returned to Tor- 
bay, from an unfucceTjiful cruiae in 
purfuit of ihe French fquadron off 
the coaft of Ireland, 

Intelligence received of the total 
defeat of the Auftrian forces in Italy, 
by General Bounaparte*5 army, be- 
tween the 19th and 27th of January. 
The lofs .of the Auftrians, certificate 
by the French Generals, confifted of 
abont fix thoufand killed and wound- 
ed, twenty thoufand taken prifoncrs, 
fixty pieces of cannon, twenty four 
ftandajrds, fomeof which were work- 
ed with the £mprefs*s own hands, 
and all the cattle, grain, and other ne- 
neflarics, dcftined for the relief of 
Mantua. Several important pofts alfo 
fell into the hands of the French. 

Sir Godfry Wcbfter obtained a di- 
vorce - againit his wife, in Do£lors 
Commons, for adultery with Lord 
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Holland, who aftewards married ber 
ladyfliip. 

A dreadful earthquake happened in 
South America, by which forty thou- 
fand lives were loft. 

Intelligence is received from France 
that Mantua and feverai other fort- 
rcfll-s had lui tendered to the French ; 
that the Autlnans had poflefled them, 
felves of the po(l of Huninguen, on 
the Rhine; and that Mr. Pinckney, 
the American Miniiter at Paris, had 
leceivcd orders to quit the territories 
of the Fiench repiblc. 

Ten I ail of viiluAllers from Cork 
taken 'iy two French privateers. 

Ad'tiii al Sir John Jcrvis, wah fif- 
teen l;ul of the line defeated the Spa- 
nirti fleet confiding of twcny feven 
fail of the line, and nine trigaiet, 
off Cape St. Vincent's, and ro )k four 
(hips ot the line, two of which of 1 la 
guns each. For this gallant aichieve- 
ment the brave admiral was foon after 
created Earl St. Vincent. 

The Paris papers brought an ac- 
count of Buonaparte having penetrat- 
ed into the Papal territories, captured 
fcveral import.int pofts, killed a great 
number of his Holinefs's troops, and 
that he was proceeding on his march 
to Rpme. 

Four hundred French troop landed 
jn South W.^le8 from on board two 
Frencc fliips of wur, which immedi- 
ately departed for France, leavmg the 
men to be taken prifoners. 

An order of council ilfued, for fuf- 
pending the ifliie of cafli by the bank, 
on account of tne great demands lately 
made upon it. 

A meffagc from his majefl:y on the 
above I'ubjeft, was prefentcd to both 
houfes of Parliament, ^^ho approved 
of the coiidii£l of his Majefty's mini- 
fters on the occafion. Meetings of the 
bankers, merchants, and trade! s weref 
held, for the purpofe of entering 
into agreements to accept of bank 
notes in payment as ufual; 
MARCH. 
Public rejoicings took place in Lon- 
don, on account of the victory of ad- 
miral Jervis over the Spanifh fleet, 
and a fubfcription was entered into at 
Lloyd's, for the relief of the widx>wt 
'and 
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and orphans of the brave men who fell 
OD that occafion. 

Mr. Whitbread moved^ in the 
Hoofe of Comnnonsy for an enquiry 
into the conduft of Miniftcrs, rela- 
fire to the invafion of lieiand, which 
waft refufed. 

' The bank of England iffaed fmall 
^otes of ope and two pounds, aifc 
Spaniih dollars, ftampcd, at four 
ihilling^ and ninepence each. 

Advice received that the Archduke 
Charles had taken the command of 
the Auftrian army in Italy. 

The Paris papers brought advice 
that Buonaparte had made fome fiir- 
fher conquertsin the territories of the 
Pope ; and that his Holinefs had de- 
termined to enter into a negociation 
with the republican chief. 

The two French frigates which 
landed the convi6is in Wales, captur- 
ed by the St. Fiorenzo and Nymphe 
frigates. 

A general faft and hnmiliation took 
plac^ throughout England. ^ 

Advice received from Ireland th^t 
General Lake bad publiihed a procla- 
mation, ordering every perfon in the 
northern diliritt to deliver up their 
arms, &c. to the military, and declar 
ing the. whole diftri^ in a ftate of in- 
furreflion. 

Government -received advice that 
the Archduke Cha:'les had obtained 
iome advantage over the French, on 
tbe banks of the Piave. 

The Paris papers announced that 
the Pope had concluded a treaty of 
|>eace with Buonaparte. 

Advice received that the Frcncl 
bad obtained feveral advantages over 
the Auilrians on the Adige. 

Intelligence arrived that the pea- 
fants in the north of Ireland had rifen 
in large bodies, and were committing 
depredations in various parts. 

The county of Down in Ireland, de 
clafed in a ftale of infurreftion.' 

Mr. Pclham prcfented a meffage 
from the Lord lieutenant to the Irifh 
parliament, on the fubjcft of Geneial 
lake's Proclamation, and the mea- 
sures of Government were approved 
•fon the lift. 
; Mr. Gi-attan brought the fubjefl 

4 



of general Lake's Proclamation before 
the Iri(h Houfe of Commons, and 
moved for an enquiry into the caXifes 
which had produced it. This mo- 
tion, however, was rejefted. 

The livery of Londbn agreed to pc« 
tition his ^I^jefty to dirmils from nis 
counfels his prefent Minifters, as a ne* 
ceflary preliminary to peace, whick 
proceeding was iramediaiely followed 
by fimilar petitions from almoll every 
part of the country. 

The Sheriffs ot London attended at 
St. James's to know 'when his Ma . 
jefty would be pleafcd torUeive'the 
petition of the livery upon the throne, 
and were informed that his Majefly 
would receive no petition from the 
city of London, except in its corpo- 
rate capacity ; but that he was wiU 
ling to receive it at the Levee, in the 
ordinary manner of accepting ad- 
dreflTes. 

The Earl of Bcliamont difroiflki 
from his fituaiion of Poft-Mafter Ge- 
neral in Ireland, for having condemn- 
ed in the Houfie of Lords, the coercive 
mealures adopted by Government in 
the northern diftri£ls of that country. 

Advice received at Lloyd's of the 
capture of twelve homeward bound 
Kalt-India Qiips by a French fqua- 
dron. 

Official intelligence received of the 
capture of Trinidad, with four (hips 
of war, which were in the Bay. The 
naval and military forces engaged in 
this entei prize were commanded by 
Admiral Harvey and General Aber- 
crombie 

Inielligence received of the capture 
of eight French corvertes and priva- 
teers in the WAk Indies, one of which 
was bound for Trinidad, with 80,555 
dollars on board. 

The Paris papers announced that 
the French had obtained feveral par- 
tial viftcries in Italy. 
APRIL. 

Government received advice that 
the new Emperor of KOdia had de- 
termined to fupport the conftitution 
of the German empire : and that the 
Dover arnicd transport had captured 
a Spaniih armed brig. 

The 
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TV.e Livery of London determined 
to peifift in demanding the' due nter- 
cife of their privilege, with refpeft lo 
. addreiTmg the king upon his throne. 

The inhabitants of Weftminftcr re- 
(blved to petition hisMajefty todifinifs 
his prefentminiftcrs. 

The king ag?in lefufcd to receive 
the Petition of the Livery ofI«ondoD 
upon his throne. 

Advice received hy the Hamburgh 
m-ail, that Buonaparte had cut off an 
Auftrian divi(ion of 3,000 men, made 
himfelf malier of feveral important 
pofls on the frontiers of Auftria, and 
was proceeding wiih great expedition 
towards Vienna* 

Government received advice of the 
defeat of the Archduke Charles by 
Buonaparte, 9i)d of the precipitate re- 
treat of his royal highnefs into the 
heart of Aullria, This event created 
the urrooft alarm at Vienna. 

Advice received at the Adm'ralty 
of the capture of three privateers, by 
the Spitfire floop of war, and the Ply- 
mouth and Dover cutters $ alfo that 
his Maiefl v*s fiiips Canada and Magi- 
cienne had taken five French (hips of 
war on the Jamaica ftation 

Mr. Pitt informed the Hotife -of 
Commons, that a perfon was immedl 
ately to be feni to Vienna, to treat for 
peace in conju6lion with his Majefty's 
allies. This determination was en* 
tcrcd into by miniflers, in confequence 
of advice received that his Imperial 
Majeily, defeated in all points, was 
under the neceffity of Aiing fpr peace, 
as the only means'of faving biml'dt 
from utter deftru8ion. 

The Pi ince of Wurtemberg landed 
at Harwich. f ' 

Mr. Hammond fet out for Vienna, 
empowered to open a pacific negotia- 
tion with the French, 



The Hamburgh mail announced, ^Helen's 



moved by Mr. Waithman to thtt cf * 
fe^, and abruptly difiblvcd the Com" 
mon Hall. 

A general and alarming mutiny 
broke out on board the Channel fleet 
at Spithead. The cretisjinanimouf- 
ly refufed to proceed to fea unlefs their 
wages were advanced to thirty (hiliingt 
per month, and their allowatice of 
pro vi (ions encreafed. 

A board of Admiralty went to Spit- 
head, to inveftigate the nature of the 
demands of the feamen bdonging to 
the Channel fleet. 

The Paris papers announced, that 
Buonaparte, continuing his vidorious 
career; had takm pofleffion of Clageri- 
furih, the capital of Corinthia, after 
defeating tlie Auilrian attny, com« 
manded by the Archduke Charles i 
and that the enemy had made them- 
felves mailers of Camiole and Carin- 
th'a, the diftria of Trieftc, and the 
whole of Tyrol. 

Letters by the Hamburgh mail an- 
nounced, that the Kme of Sardinim 
had concluded an oflenhve and defea- 
five trealy of alliance with France. 

Advice received that Buonapartef 
in a letter to the Archduke Charle«» 
invited his Royal Highnefs to become 
an officer of peace, and the '< Bene* 
fa£lor of the human race.*' 

The Lords of the Admiralty agreed 
to comply with the demands ot the fea- 
men belonging to the' Channel fleet. 

Official intelligence received that 
the Emperor, defeated in all points by 
the enemy, had at length been obliged 
to open a negociation with the French 
RepubUc. 

A general pardon was fent to Portf- 
mouth for the feamen belonging to the 
Channel fleet, who, in confequence* 
returned to their duty, and the ftiips 
immediately dropped down to St. 



that Buonaparte ftill continued his 
march into the heart of Ai\ftria. 

The Livery of London met to vote 
acenfure upon his Majefty^sminiilers, 
for their conduft refpefting their pe- 
tition to the King} but the Lord 
Mayor refuted to put the refolutions 



Frefli difcontents arofe in the Chan- 
nel fleet, many of the crews obje^ing 
to their commanders. 

The feamen on board the (hips at 

Plymouth, who had fome time before 

declared themfelves in a ftatc of mti- 

tiny, cxpreflied thcmfelres perfe^ly 

fatisfied 
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fatUfied with the conceflvios mnde by 
the Admiralty to their Wethren at 
Spithead. 

MAY. 

Intelligence received that General 
Hoche had completely defeated the 
Au(lrians on the right hank, of the 
Khine, on the i8th ulr. with, the lofs 
oF federal thovfand men. 

The French cfilcial joiimais an- 

. nounced that preliminaries had been 

iigned between his Imperial MajeUy 

and the French Republic. ^ and that 

Generals Hoche and Moreau had ob- 1 



-tained feveral victories on the right 
iide of the Rhine. 

Government received an official ac- 
count of the preliminaries of peace 
between France and Auftria having 
been figned at Leoben on the i8th of 
April. 

The mutiny was renewed at Spit- 
head. The Channel fleet refufed to 
put to fea, under the pretext that go- 
vernment did not mean to fulfil the 
jpromifes held out by them to the 
iailors j the delegates re-afTembled, 
and fent a deputation to the London, 
, AdmtralColpoys'' ihip,atPortrmoutb, 
. whom the Admiral refufed to admit 
. on bo-^rd.'and enforced his authority 
. by ordering the marines to fire into 
the boat. This conduft was refented 
' by the crew of the London, who im- 
. mcdiately.depofed the Admiral, ftruck 
his flag, and hoifted, the enfign of de- 
fiance. In this affair feveral feamen 
were wounded, fome of whom died 
loon after of their wounds 

An aft for advancing the pav of 
the feamen paiTed both Houfes of Par- 
liament, which, with a gtneraLpar- 
don, was immediately fent off ^oPortf- 
mouth. 

The feamen expreflftd themfel ves fa- 
tisfied with the conduft of govern- 
ment, but infilled upon the diimiiral 
of fome of their captains. - 

The Livery of London paflTed a vote 
of cenfure on his Majefty*s minifters. 



fleet, acd afterwards went on board - 
Lord Bridport's (hip, to make known, 
in the name of his Majefly, the con- 
ceflions which had been made by go- 
vernment, relative to the demands of 
the feamen. This communication fa- 
tisfied the failors, and they immedi- 
ately agreed to put to fea with tlie 
fleet. 

An alarming mutiny broke out oft 
board his Majefly*s (hips at Sheernefk 

It was determined by governmeuc 
to raif^ the pay of the miUtary. 

A fquadron, under the command of 



Rear- Admiral Curtis, arrived at St. 
Helen's from Torbay, and tlie crews 
of feveral of the (hips immediately de- 
clared themfelves inaftateof mutiny, 
and fent feveral of their officers on 
ftore 5 but on being informed by the 
delegates of the Channel Fleet that 
government had complied with their 
demands, they returned to their duty. 
A revolution effefled in the Vene- 
tian territories. 

The Channel fleet put to fea from 
St. Helenas, under the command of 
Lord Bridport. 

Intelligence received that a dreadful 
conflift had tak«n place in the North 
of Ireland, between the military and 
the defenders, in which the latter were 
defeated, with the lofs of feveral men. 
The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
publifhed a proclamation, offering a 
pardon to fuch of the infurgents as 
(hould return to their allegiance before 
the i+th of June. 

Ireland placed under the martial 
law. 

The Paris papers announced that 
Buonaparte had reduced the govern- 
ment of Venice to the moft humiliat- 
ing iubmiffion) in confequencepf their 
treacherous condu ft .towards his army 
during the laft campaign. 

A fpirit of difconrent and fubordi- 
nation manifeftcd itfelf among the pri- 
vates of ihe Artillery corps at Wool- 
wich, which, however, was foon fnp 



ibr having advifed him to refufe re- prcfTed by the fpinted conduft of the 
celving their petition upon the throne, I Marquis Cornwallis. 

Earl Howe, who, by order of h'sj The mutineers of Sheernefs pro* 

Majcfty, went toPortfmoutb, had an] ceded to very alarming afts ofvio- 

intcrview with the Delegates of ihcf lence, blocked up tne^entrance of the 

^t V ' Tha;iic* 
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Thames, boift^ enCsns of defiance, 
and compelled all the ihtps of war in 
the Med way and at the Norc to join 
the flag of revolt. 

Sevfral (hips belonging to Admiral 
Duncan's fleet refufed to fad w'.th him, 
and came round to the Nore, to join 
the mutinous (hips at that place. 

Lord Spencer returned to town from 
Sheernefs, without being able to In- 
duce the mutineers to return to their 
duty. 

Several more (hips belonging to 
Admiral DuncanV fl:;et joined the mu- 
tineers at the Nore. 

JUNE. 
A Royal Meflage prefented to 
Parliament, on the fubje6l of the 
alarming mutiny at the Nore, and the 
tniidious meant had recuurfe to, in or- 
der to create difafft^ion among the 
military ; in confequcnce of which the 
latter offence waji made felony of 
• death* 

An account received of the French 
troops having entered Venice. 

A proclamation publiihed, declar- 
ing the crews of the (hips at the Note 
in a ftaie of rebeHion ; and prohibit- 
ing all ioteroourfe b«jween them and 
bis M^fty*s faithful (ubje^s. 

Sevetal (hips eflfeiled their efcape 
from the mutineers at the Nore, and 
arrived at Shcemers. 

Some more fhip< effefted their efcape 
from the mutinous iliips ar the Nore. 

Mod of the (hips at the Nore de- 
serted the caufe of rebellion , and re- 
turned to their duty. 

Lord Mattoelbjry appointed minf- 
fter plenipotentiary to negociate pe^ce 
with the French republic. 

The mutiny at the Nore terminat- 
ed, add Parker, the principal c^ the 
ifiutineers, and hh co-delegates, taken 
into aiflody. 

An alarming confpiracy wal dlfco- 
v^ed in the Camp, near Brandon, in 
treland.^ 

barker, the mutineer, executed on 
boafd the Saf)dwich, at Blacicftakes. 

Lord Malmeibury fetont from Lon- 
don for Lide, to treat of peace, with 
Mmmiftoners Appointed by <he EiM- 
|utivc D'ltkftfifry w that porpofe. 



JULT. 

Accounts received of the ctpttv^ 
of five prWateers by li* Miiefty*f 
iiips Margaritta, Telemachut, Viper, 
Romulus, and Trent. 
• His Maief^*t (hip Saturn renamed 
from the Channel Fleet in a (bte of 
mutiny i the ringleaders were foba 
apprehe^ed^ and placed in clofe con- 
fiiumeiH. 

The right hon, Edmund Butke 
died at his feat at Beaconsfield. 

The anniverf^rv of the French re- 
Tolution celebrated at Paris. 

A tremendous ftorm of thundet> 
lightning, and rain, which did confi* 
dmble damage ii^ feveral part^ of 
England, and by which many Uwcs 
were loft. 

His Excellency Tfnmil Faraugfa £f- 
fendi, the new Turkilh Ambalfador 
to our Court, arrived in Londdn. 

The capture of four French priva-' 
teers, by bis Majefly^s (hips Indefa-' 
tigable, Tifiphone, Magnanime, and 
Dolphin revenue cutter, announced at 
the Admiralty. 

Nine of the mutineers belonging to 
the Montague received fentence of 
death at Ponfmouth. 

The London Correfponding So- 
ciety affcmbled in a field near St. Paft- 
eras, to vote a petition to the Kina^, 
and to enter into fefolutions relative 
to theprefent ftatc of the coimtryi 
but theur proceedings were interrupt* 
ed by the Magiftrate^, who arretted 
the principal fpeakers, and kept them 
in cuftody until they procured bail* 
AUGUST. 

The Admiralty received an officid 
account of ^he bombardment of Ca- 
diz by Lc^d St.^^incent, and of th^ 
capture of two Spanifli gun-boats and 
an atmed launch ; alfo that fome pri- 
vateers and other velRrls had beea 
taken by his Majefty'i (hips Kanga^ 
roo and Hamadryad. 

Eleven of the mutineers belonging 
to the Monmouth received fentence of 
death, two of whom weve recommend- 
ed to mercy. 

The Paris papers announced^ tht,t 

Boonaparte^s army had made (bme 

fiirther conqucils iu l|| AMmiCf^ 

F ^ and 
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and taken poflef&on of feveral Vene- 
tian Aiipt <ifwar'. 

] Mr. Wcfley reiurnedto Lirfe. 
' The Admiralty received ani account 
cf the lofs of the ArtoiTe frigate, 
rifar the Ide de Rhe, on the coail ot 
France. 

The Paris papera announced that 
an infurre£iion had taken place in 
Ftedmonty which was not quelled 
vifivhout bloodilMd. 
' An 'exprefs arrived at the India- 
bouie with the difagreeable intelli- 
nnce that a detachment of the Bri- 
ti(h forces* commanded by Colonel 
DoW| had been defeated in the Co- 
tiote Provihce» by the iiefra£lory Ra- 
jah Pyfchey with the lofs of 300 men, 
and a large quantity of ammunition. 
In this affair Major Cameron and 
three other officers loft their lives. 

Seven of the mutineers belonging 
to the Standard received fentence of 
dieatb at Gretnhithe. 

Three of the mutineera belonging 
t» the Saturn were executed on board 
that (hip at Plymouth. 

Eight more of the mutineers of the 
Standard received fentence of deaths 
two of whom were recommended to 
mercy; after which the Court- Mar- 
tial adjourned /ff^ JU, 

Dreadful riots took place at Tra- 
lient, in Scotland. The military 
were called in, and feveral people of 
both fexes were killed. 

SEPTEMBER. 
The Admiralty • received advice 
that the expedition againft Tcncriflfe 
had totally failed, with confiderable 
lofs on mir part. 

The Exet u ti V c D i re^ory of Fi a nee, 
under the pietcxt of a eon Ipi racy hav- 
ing been foi mtd againft the Republic, 
caufeJ 10 be 3rrt:rteti by nnUury force 
the D^rt^ors Ciirnot ;iiid Bar t be k mi, 
ftbc former of whom Tuadtf his tfcape) 
General Pichc^rti, and in;iTiy other 
members of the Ltgiflative Councilf;, 

The Hamburgh mail annonsued 
that the piogrefs of the mgo^isuon 
between France and AitHriahtnJ been 
interrupted, in confequ'enct of the 
determmation of the French to retain 
Mantua. ^ 



The Legiflative Counctlt ofFrane^ 
a6^ing completely under the in^uence 
of the Directory, deo^d that the ac- 
cufed Deputies, to the number of 
fiatv-feven, ibould be tranfported. 
This decree was pafled without even 
thefoim of at rial. 

A formidable ratitiny broke out on 
board the Spaniih fleet in the port of 
Cadiz* 

Advice received of the capture of 
three privateers by his Majeily^s ihip» 
Doi'is, Arethufa, and Lapwing. 

The Admiralty received an account 
of Sir John Borlafe Warren's fquad- 
ron having had an engagement with 
foroe French ihips off thecoaft of 
France, and of his having captured 
and deftroyed feveral fmall mips of 
war. 

Lord Malmefbury received an inti-^ 
mat ion from the French Qommifllon- 
ers at Lifle to return to England, on 
account of his Lordihip not being in- 
vefttd with powers to relign the whole 
of the conquetts made by this country 
from France and her allies during the 
war. 

Intelligence received at L)oyd*s of 
twentv four Liibon (hips, homeward 
bound from the Brazils, having been 
captured by fome French cruizers* 

A dreadful nnutiny took place oik 
board the Hermione frigate, in the 
Weft Indies. Captain Pigot, and 
all hia officers, except the furgeon 
and the maker's mate, were murder- 
ed b^ the crew, as well as moft of the 
marmes. The mutineers carried the 
frigate into the Spaniih port of La- 
guana, and delivered her up to the 
Govetnor. 

Advice received from Ireland, that 
102 perfons had been found guilty at 
the aflizes of Armagh, in the Korth 
of Ireland, twenty of whom received 
fentence of death, and that eight of 
them bad been executed. 

An account received of La Fayette 
and his companions having been re- • 
leafed from their long confinement by 
the Emperor. 

Angereau appointed fucceflbr to 
Hoche, as Commander in Chief of the 
French armies in Germany* 
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The Paris papers announced lliat 
^ negotiations between Prance had 
Auftria had recommenced at Udina, 
and that a violent combat between 
two French regiments had taken plact 
^t Paris. 

OCTOBER. 

The Bank of England called in the 
ftainped dollars. 

The Earl of Morninston appolntM 
Governor-General of Bengal. 

The Britilb Government lent their 
final anl'wer to the French Govern 
ment) that they would not fyeat t«pon 
the bails propofed by the Commif- 
Boners at Lifle. 

A general mutiny broke out on 
1>oard the Britifli ileer at the Cape ot 
Good Hope, whSch terminated on the 
X ith» in conicquence of a communi 
cation that the demands of the rea< 
men at Spith^ had been complied 
with. 

Admiral Duncan came up witk the 
Dutch fleer« commanded by Ad mi 
ral de Wmter, totally defeated them, 
and captured the Admiral, his Vice 
Admiral, and nine Ihips of the line j 
tor which gaUaot acchievement Ad- 
miral Duncan was created a Vifcount, 
and Baron of Great Britain* 

The principal part of Lord Dun 
can's fleet reached port with their 
prises. 

Peace definitively (igned at Udina 
between the French and Audrian 
CommiiHaneri. 

The Paris papers announced that 
the Executive Directory had refolved 
to pi'olecute the war againft England 
with encreal'ed vigour. 

The Paris papers announced that 
the Hnances of the King of Sardinia 
had been raluced to the greaiell de- 
gree of poverty and diflrefs. 

Advice received that the Qiieen of 
Portugal had been induced, through 
the ipnuence of the Britifh Court, to 
refiife her aiTcnt to the terms of the 
treaty of peace concluded by her Mi- 
nifter with the Executive Directory of 
Prance. ' 

An exprefs arrived at the India. 
Houie with an an account of an ex- 
pr^tion having been fitted out &om 



our fettlements in the Eaft agamft tlit 
Spaniib ifland of Manilla. 

Advice received of a moft delperate 
battle bavinr been fbufffat at Um- 
rootfer, in the Eaft Indies, between 
Zemaun Shah and the Chief of the 
Seicks, in which the former was de* 
featcd with the lofs of 30,000 men i 
the lofs of the Seicks was 15,000 
men killed. 

NOVEMBER. 

Government received fbffictentin* 
telligence of the peace between France' 
and AAiUria. 

His Majefty returned to town, after 
an unfucceftful attempt to reach the 
Nore» for the purpole of reviewing tht 
fleet. 

The Paris Journal announced, that 
the Executive Dire61ory had ordennU 
that the army (hould forthwith be af- 
ferobled on the Fraich coaftst to be' 
called the <« Army of Englan J,*' and 
to be commanded by Buonaparte, for 
the purpofe of invading this country. 
Alfo that the Dii^ftory had reiblved 
to march an army ot 30,000 mea 
againit Portugal. 

Advice received at the Admiralty 
of theciy>ture of eight French and 
Spanifli privateers by his Majeftv*s 
fliips Dana, Triton, Thalia, Aurora, 
Aiglcr Sj)e*dy, and Kinff*s Fiflier. 

Frcdenck II. King of PnifCa, died 
at Bei litt of a dropfy« and was fucceed • 
ed by his fon, Fredenkk William. 

Tne capture of five privateers, by , 
Ills Majcfty^'s fliips Indefatigable, Al- . 
batrofs, Boadicea, An fon and Fairy. 

The Eexcutive DireAory publiflied 
a violent Addrefs againi this coun* 
try, calling upon the people of France 
to hurl the whole of their vengeance 
againi the only remaining enemy of 
ihe Fitnch Republic. 

Lord Moira brought the fobjeft of 
the diftrefles of Ireland before the 
Englilh Houiti of Lords, and gave a 
moft heart-rending dtfciiption of the 
cruelties exercifed by the military ' 
againft the pcpple ot that unhappy 
country. 

Advice received that a fevere fliockj 
of an earthquake had lately been fcjt 
in the iflanJ of Jamaica. 
Pa An 
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An account reccuved at the Ad- 
miralty oiTfeveral Diivateers aiid other 
\9(C: 8 b longing to the ebemy having 
1)ctn tak n and dcRroyed by his 
Majefty*8 cniizers on the Jamaica 
Nation. 

The Paris papers announce;1, that 
Buonaparte \\aui accepted the com« 
mand of the army ii)tendtd tu invade 
this coimtry. 

Ii'tellige'nce received of the Em- 
peror having ratified the Treaty of 
Peace with France. 

DECEMBER. 

The Batavian' Convention refolved 
to rep.iir the recent naval loflTes of 
that country by a general levy upon 
the inhabitan s of the United States. 

A new gold coinage of ieven (hil • 
ling pieces iifued, and ordered to be 
received as the current coin of the 
kit)gdom. 
' (Japtain Willlamfon, of his Ma- 
jcfty's (hip Agincourt, was brought 
to trial by Captain Hopper, of the 
Marim %, on a charge of not having 
done his duty in the a^ion of the i ith 
of Oa^ber with the Dutch fl.et. Tht 
court martial fat on board the Circe 
frigate, at Sheernefs. 

Govemmcnt received advice of the 
Queen of Poitvigal having determined 
t6 ratify the treaty of peace with the 
Frencb Republic, and th^^t, ay a pledge 
o'f her fincerity, (he h:id fent off to 
Paris a quantity of diamonds to the 
value of 4oo,cool. fterling. 
' Mr. Fox prtfrnted to the King at 
the levee, a petition irom ijtrar five 
thoufand freeholders from the county 
oT Down, in Irelaml, complaining of 
the hardlhips which that country at 
prcfent labours .under, and praying for 
a ledrefs of grievances. 

Great rejoicings took place at Paris 
on account of the ratification of the 
Ti ea:y of Peace between France and 
AuL^na, 

The Commtin Council of London, 
and fever ^t parilhes of the Metropolis, 
tTUpicd into ffeveral refolutions in op- 
,poiitton lo the propofed increale of 
the Afleffed Taxes. 

Advice received that the Proteftants 



reftorcd to all the rights and privilf|^s 
of which tl ey hid been deprived lor. 
near a century. 

A valuable fleet from the Eaft In- 
dies arrived, under convoy of his Ma- 
jefly's (hip Trompe. By this con- 
veyance intelligence was received of 
Captain Parker, of the Intrepid, hav« 
ing been blown overboard at the Cape 
ot Good Hope. 

A French privateer, called the 
Dorade, captured by the Clyde fri- 
gate, but foon after \q& in a gale oF 
wind. The Mafter of the Clyde, a. 
Midfhipman, and feventeen icamen, 
were loft in her. 

The Admi»*alty received advice of 
the capture of eight French privatters* 
and tniit^en merchantmen, by his 
Majefty*8 cruizers on ibe Leeward 
Idand liation. 

A general Fhankftjiving took place 
throughout England and Scotland^ 
for the fucctfTt s of his Majefty*s arma 
by i*ea. The King and Royal Fa-- 
mily, preceded by the Members of 
both Uouf;rs of Parliament, the flag 
and other officers who had diftiA- 
gui(hcd themilrlv^ in the feveral Vic- 
tories, and a numeroQs party of ma* 
rines and failors, went in grand pco- 
cfilion 'o St. Paul's, the (treets from 
St. Jameses to the Cathedial being 
clofely lined with military corps of 
horfe and foot, of every defcriptioii. 
The flags taken from the French, 
Spaniards, and Dutch, on ift of June 
1794, 14th of Februaiy 1797* and 
nth of O^^ober 1797, wrje difplay*. 
cd and confecrated on the occafion. 

The French papers announced that 
ibme naval preparations were again 
making in ♦heTexel. 

The Duke of Bedford fined, for 
omitting to give in a correal awcount 
of his fervTints and horfes. 

The inhabitants of Weftminfter 
met to exprefs their difapp-obation of 
the piopofed increafe ot Aireifments, 
and frnltru6l their Reprcfentatives to 
oppofe the meafure, which inftruc- 
tions Sir Alaa Gardner refufed to 
obey. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes, Chamber-. 



in the Elcihurait cf Cologne had been I lain of the City of Londoh| died 
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The Paris papers announced, diat 
(tie merchants of that city had en- 
gs^cd to open a loan of s5,ooo,ooo 
a livresy in order to accomplifli the 
imraSon of this country^ the pre- 
mioms upon which to be fecurcd oii 
the fuccefs of the operation -y and that 
the (mblication oi fixtecn Journals 
had been fnppreiled, by order of the 
Direftory. 

The Hioiburgh mail announced 
the commencement of the delibeia 
tioos of the ^^giefs aiiemblcd at 
Raftadt, to reftoie peace to the Ger 
maa Empire $ and that the effc^s of 
the clergy belonging to the Cifalpine 
Republic had been declared nauonal 
property. 

An account recieved from Barba- 
^oesof an alarming riot having taken 
|4ace in that ifland, in confequence ot 



a difpote between Lord Camclfnid 
and the Mafte^ of a merchant lhip» 
in which one iailor whs killed, and 
an inhabitant of Bridgetown defpe- 
rately wounded. 

Letters from Germany announced^ 
that the French had taken po feffi oa 
of Mentz and other important for* 
trefles belonging to the Empire. 

Advice received of the capture of 
fevcral Eoglilh merchantmen, laden 
with hemp, iron, and tallow^ from 
Bergen, by a French privateer. 

It was announced, that the infur* 
region in the Coliote country, in tht 
Eaft Indies, had been completely 
quelled by the interference of Ueneral 
Duncan i and that the Company *• 
affairs in that quarter were ia verjT 
profperous ftate. 



MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 

Framcforti Dec^ 30. ihipwreck on the cosft of Romelia, 

npHISday the French entered Mentz and the greater part oi' their crews 
^ with above 10,000 men, and more periflied. 

ml] follow to-morrow. j P^rii/, ^^fjt. 15. We have received 

BfJognOy Dec. 9. On tbe 7th in-, from Rome the unpleafant news that 

ftant the tort of St. Leon, with all its ! in a commotion railed by the Papal 

dependencies, lurrendered to the Cif- Government, wlioie emiflaries under 



alpine .troops by capitulation, the 
lioaian garrifon marching out with 
the honours of war. 

Bafi^^ Dec* 20. Two French ge- 
neraU and iSoo troops took poflfcmon 
00 tbe,X5th4nftant, of Muni^herthal 
aiad the Erguel. And on the lame 
n}ght«noib<rrd(,tachment over-ran the 
Ptevote of Moltier Granv^l, i«nding 
the detachments into the plain along 
the frontier of tlie Canton of Beiiie, 
as7ar as Reiher, near Buren, on the 
river Aar. On the 16th the Qanton 
of Berne ordered x 0,000 men to be 
raifed $ but afterwards gave orders to 
fofpend the levy, and to difaiirs the 
grater part of them which had been 
railed. 

Cim/iantmt^kf Hav, 10 
4ays paft the Black Sea ha^ been 
agitated with violent temptfts $ feven 
Ivge merchantmen and about fifty 
barks and other vet^ loaded with 



the pretext of demanding afliftance 
from the French ambaflador to brine 
about a revolution, fired upon and 
killed the General Dupot, an officer 
who was to have commanded in the 
Army of England, and was much 
beloved by Buonaparte. After • 
(hort correfpondence between the 
Amhai&dor, within the jurildi^iois 
of whofe palace the difturbance waa 
made, he left Rome for Florence, and 
has ftnt a minute account of the par* 
ticulars to the Direftory,. who havt 
ordered General Berthier to marcb 
to Rome, and take ample vengeance 
on that perfidious, hermaphrodite go« 
vemroent, which for a|;es paft ha«» 
under the pretence of xeligion, lowed 
For'fome, ,the feeds of difcord, fuperftitiOn, tni^n 
quity, and death, throughout £u« 
rope* France has been • the only 
power that has been always able to 
refift her, and when for tier interefk 



ispovifions for this cityj have (uS^ved [has upheld her } and will now as & 

r punifhment 
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punifhment for her treacherotis cniel- 
, ty, bring upon her overwhelming 
deiblanon. 

Franc/ort, Jan, i. It is reported 
here that PaiTiward Oglou, the Pacha 
of Widdin, who laft year coinniand- 
cd the rebels in the neighbourhood of 
Adrianople, and carried terror to the 
£atet of Conihntinople itfeif, at the 
Jiead of 40,000, has marched againll 
Belgrade. On the ftU of December 
lie made htnfifelf mafter of Jcmandria, 
en the 1 ith he carried Orfowa, and 
tfo the ittb or i5rh Dec. he was ex- 
peAed ac Belgrade, which he has al- 
ready fummoiiedf in a note to this 
jtarpofe, addreffed to the Pacha of 
Belgrade : •< If you have any regaid 
for yotir life, furrcnder the city^vith- 
out any rtriftance/* At Belgrade 
they arc iaid to expe£i the timc^ al- 
fiilance of Ala Pacha, fivffn the en- 
irirons of Adrianople, hHuiving al- 
ready pacified Romelia. Letters from 
Semlin, dated fsth Dec. fay, that 
]p>rve Mufta{i^a is fecond in com- 
inand to the rebel Pacha, and that 
throughout allBofqiaund Serna they 
yttach up liberty and equality, and 
make the molt fplendid promiies »n 
theti' nanrtes to the people. 

The Welch Calviniitic Methodifts 
bare agreed' to hold an anniVerlary 
cbankigiving on Ooodick Sandts, ntar 
Fiihguard, on the X4th February^ to 
commeniorate their deliverance from 
tke banditti the French difgorged on 
their coaft. 

Wineant9ny Smmrfif, A man died 
laft week at the advanced age of x 12. 
His wife, to whom he had been mar- 
ried for fei^nty years, died fome fliort 
time fince. 

The moil formidable preparations 
are making in Breft, and eveiy port 
from it to the mouths of the Khine, 
for the inva6on of this country. Go- 
iiemmeiit dxt preparing to giv« them 
a warm reception : Plymouth and 
P6nfinoutb will have covering armies, 
a large force is to be c^&Atd in 
SuiTex, near Pevenfey, a place in 
which an hoftile landing has hereto- 
fere been efib6led; another on the 
Kentifli coaft* where the dangerous 



part feems to 1)c from Dungenncfs to 
Hithe. For this purpofe the head- 
quarters of an arniy of 20.000 ai-e 
cflabl /hed at Alhford ; 20,000 arje; 
alremdy in'EiTex.and SuHblk, this 
force is to be augmented to 30,000 { 
befides which there will be an army of 
reftrve for the capital. 

The Portuguelfe AmbaflTador and 
negociator of the ti^atyof peace A-ith 
France, on the 271^ of December 
had feals put upon his papers and a 
guard placed over him ; and on the 
Z9ih was arrefied and fcni to the ' 
Temple. 

Dublin i Jan. 5, On Wednefday 
the Foreman of the Seffion Gran^ 
Jury complained to the Court of a 
(hamefui difregard of the folemnities 
of the fabbath-day, by the vocifera* 
tion of the venders of newfpaperi in 
the public fti-cets. The fuperinien- 
dant Magi (f rate, who was orefent, 
promifed that he would take care 
there (hould be no fuch profinnation 
next Sunday. 

The Directory of France and its 
obfequlous Councils have confifcated 
all Britt'ih merchandife throughout the 
whole French republic, and have like- 
wife declared that every neutral flitp 
by carrying fiich meixhandife fori%its 
her neutrality, ahd beinc; taken fhall 
be condemned as a legal prize ; and . 
the ports of the republic are to be Ibut 
againit all veflfeis that have touched at 
a British port, excepting through ne- ' 
cefliry. 

Port/moutb, Jan. 14. By orders 
from theAdmiralty, AdmiralThomp* 
Ion and Sir Roger Curtis immediately 
went on board, that the fleet may be 
ready to fail at a moment^s notice* 

Waferjhni, Joft. g. Twent)r-fix 
men have been brought in here iinooei 
Kihnacthomas and Dungarvon, 
charged with treafonable pra^ices. 

The letters from Li£bon, brought 
by the WalHpgham, are faid to t&* 
the warm and unalterable attacbaient 
of the Court of Portugal to the £ng. 
Itfli i but the impoiHbility that they 
are under of any longer reiifting tlie 
pereniptory demands of France, who* 
till the ratification of the treaty* me*. 
Aaccd 



POET 
asced tbem widi all tbe calamhict ot 
an invafion; 

Extras 9fa UHtrfrom Wtrmxgham, 
** Thifx withChrUHan lowe aid re- 
fpedt, to mform yoa that your Uni- 
▼erfal Mifcellany has been much bleft 
ticre. Tbe Father of mercies and God 
of all grace has been pkalcd to make 
known his univerfal tntth aod love to 
iereral, to that they can now join 
your much hontHired predectflbr in 
fingingy that God is about to rtnMve 
the curie from the earth, and to blefs 
mankind with greater bleffings than 
their father loft: Do» pray Sir, come 
over in the fpringy or fooner if the 
Lord will. Tne (£ae polpits are open 
fir you as for Mr. Winchcfter.^- 
Pleaie to lend fome more traAs, Ut. 
&c. Youv letter to Mr. Samuel 



Bradbom has been the meant of libe^ 
rating many of Uie Meihodift Soc**etr 
here. Mr. Bradibum lately aflertcd in 
a public fervice » in the Cherry-ftreet 
Chapel, that thi Urdmemat tlffe mo 
bmrm tbmt befttit f Hell. And Mr. 
Andrew^ Fuller^ in a (ermon in Can- 
non- ftrcet, aflertedy that the moft 
pungent rcfleftions of the damned in 
HelU 'Wirti and njumU be^ t$ nmrnt* 
ber tbmt CbriM Aedfor tbem. 

Barracks for a park of artillery are 
ere^ngat Ringmer,inSui&xs being 
of wood thejr will foon be ready. 

Lately died at Micbeham, 



l^fi^fttf aged 91 KVS; Mr. Htnrf 
Child, who has left a widow aged S9.. 
This Tcserable couple have been mac-^ 
ried and lived toge^ier y o years* 



TO THE EDITOR. 
Til* THEN you lee my good friend and brother ChriftophU 
V Y lus, ^ve my love to bim, tnd return him my lincere 
thanKs ferhis juft tnd Scriptural remarks in favour of the di- 
vinity of our Blefled Lord and Saviour Jefus Cbrift. Tell 
him to go on^ and may the work of the Lord profper in his 
hands. If we lay afide the divinity of Cbrift, and the work 
of the Holy Spirit upon tbe minds of men, in my opinion we 
lay afide tbe greater part of Chriftianity ; I pray God young 
preachers may attend to thefe things, particular! v thofe who 
preach God's UniverfalLove,or thev will do but little in bring- 
ing fouls to love God fo as to delight to do his will, and to reft 
upon him for every thing they ftand in need of, thro' the 
merits of Jefus ; they will do but little as inftruments in col* 
kding firil fruits to the Lord of the harveft. 
I am. Dear Sir, your real friend, and particular friendof al( 
that love our Lord Jefus Cbrift in fincerity and truth. 

WHAT THINK YOU OF CHRIST } 



I your icheme ? 



W^HAT think you of Chrift is the teft, 
^^ To try 1>oth your flate and your Cch 
Ybu cannot be right in the reft* 
Unle(s you think rightly of him* 

If afkcd what of Jefus I think, 

Tho* ftill my beft thoughts are but poor, 
I fay, he*s my meat and my drink. 

My life, and my .ftrength, and my ftore. 
My iheoherd, my hu(band, my friend, 

My daviour from fin and from thrall, 
My hope from begining to end. 

My portion, my Lord, and my all. 



NiwTaN. 



4» P O fe T R y. 

Jesus thou my all, I 

• My theme» my iofpiration, and my erown. 
My ftrength in age, my rife in lew cftaie, 
My Soars ambition, ))leafure, wealth, my world i 
Mjy light in darknefs, and my life in death, 
. My boad through time, blifs through eternity j 
JEternity too fliort to fpeakthy prailc. 
Or fathom thy profound of love to man | 
To map of men, the meaneit, even to me. 
My facri£ce, my God . VoUNc . 

A PASTORAL. 

^ To the nami 0/ JESUS the Universal Kino. 
(Written at Hales O'wen^ SaJop, after a walk in Shenftone't Learowei.> 

THRO' the Leafowes whenever I ftray. 

Or fit at my eafe in Ibmeceil^ 
Not a^ fcene that is gloomy or gay, 

But the power of my Jbsi/s can telL 
With pleafure I walk by the lills. 

The cafcades I fee with furprize, ^ / 

With the profpefts that rife on the hilh j . 
N fiut *twas Jesus that gave me my eye?. 
All Nature difplays his great power j 

The (howers fay his goodnefe is free. 
He neglefts not a fpray Si the bower, 

Atid to ppaife him dof h Nature agree« 

If I ft^e but a blade that is green. 

Or a leaf in the hedge I pafs by a 
I cati ciy, if a danger be feen, ' 

For I kno>\' that my Jesus is nigh. 

ShouW the fields be all bar?, nothing greeil^ 

Not a leaf in the hedge I pafs by : - 
If I'm dumb, when a danger is feen { 

He can hear, if I only can figh. 
Where Jesus con^nands, let me goj 

For that is the pUce^ofmy reft : 
Never let me fay, Why is it fo f 

For Ke knows very well what is bed. ThoCIIVhi i^l. 



CORRESPONDENCE. ^ 
TITE hope our friend, R. W. who has written fo well on Ele£lion, will not 
•^ abridge his future letters. The fubje6l defer vcs to be handled at 
large, and he appears capable of doing it juftic?. We adyiie our Corre- 
fj-ondenf, who is difpleafed with the character of Jajbua^ to reafop, inftead 
of declaiming. His Lejttcr cannot be infcrud, becaufe of its fwant 0/ argu- 
ment, . 

We hope foT the continuance of the favyur? of the Moralifl, 

We inform our friends at large, that the fubftance of Mr. Win(chefter''8 

Sermons, which we have in m^nufcript, will continue to be" given monthly. 

They will be printed feparately, fo a§ to form a Volume with his life 5 the 

next Sermon will be on Ifaiah xxi. 11 — i^. Watchman ivhat of the 

The Life of Mr. Wlnchefter is unavoidably obliged to, be pol^poncd JFbr 
this month, owing to a prefu of temporary master, but » dpubl? quantity 
Vv- ill be given in our next. ' = , ' 



. THE 

Uiiiverfalift's Mifcellany 

For FEBRUARY, 179S. 



CONSOLATION TO A FATHER UNDER THE 
LOSS OF HIS CHILDREN. 

Nov. 1797. 
Sir, 

YOUR kind letter of the 27th I dniy received. It is» 
indeed, fotne time fince you faw me ; but be afliired I 
have not forgot you; nor doth m^ affedlon towards you arid 
yours abate; but a great undertidLmg, and ill health, were the 
i-etl caufes of n^y fifence. 

In my laft I hinted an intention to foKcit you for a fa** 
vour ; I ftill (land in need of fuch afliftance ; and very Aortly 
vriit lay my reqneft before you. I can truly (ay the magni- 
tude 01 the requeft doth not extend even to the pofitive de«> 
gifee of that love which I bear towards ypu. The hinting 
at this requeft before, and now renewing it again, may feem 
as if it were too big for birth : nay, on the contrary, when 
it brings forth, peihaps it would be but as a mountain in la«> 
bour with a moufe. 

A great part of your laft is expre(Bve of forrow, on ac- 
count of your fons. This indeed is a matter of great la- 
mentation; efpecially to one who has imbibed a fyftem^ 
litot punKhment will laft as long as God liv'es. I would fain 
t\lay the forrow of your heart ; yet, if you will oppo(e 
what Chrift and his apoftles have (aid, what profped have I i 
If I ufe arguments, fuch as man doth with man, then you 
will be ready to fay, << This is weighing eternal things by 
witlings of frail and fallen nature !'• &> that my hope (xf 

Vol. II G comforting' 
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comforting you feems at a diftance : neverthelefs, thoush I 
labour in vain, apd fpend my time for nought, yet will I at* 
tempt to aflfert that degree of love, wifdora, and power of 

^ Gody which you have not yet comprehended. 

Firfty as to argument of man with man. If you« who 
are only the inftrttmeiit of bringing your fans into the pro- 
fent ftaie of exiftence» have fo much love for them a$ to 
have forrow upon forrow, becaufe you imagine they are not 
fo happy as they might have been : do you think that He 
who made them, and laid down his life to purchafe this bet- 
ter ftate for them, and who is declared to be Love in the ab- 
ftrad, doth not care as much for them as you do? The 
love you have towards them, oompared with His, cannot be 
called even the pofitive degree ot lov6 : it is fcarcely as a 
droptotheoceaa; and bears fo little comparifon, that it is 
loft in comparing : and his wifclom and power are fuch, that 
what he loves, and hath purchafed, He will not fufler an 

, ufurper to hold. Would to God you held the following 
calviniftical principle ! that << whom God once loved. He 
always loves ; beine an unchangeable God/' 
. Secondly, as to fcripture ; if your fops* names are not in' 
the boolc of life at Chrift's fecond coming ; it is poilible^ 
that the contamination of evil with which you fuppofe they 
are defiled, may not be fo bad but that their na^fies 
maybe in another book by the dofe of the miUemum: 
(fee Winchefter's xxvth ledure) now, if you believe what 
you w/ote, that " God is not confined to time nor place :" 
then the invifible world, and the period during the ppiil- 
lenium, gives time and place for Him to operate on them ; 
and I feel no accufation of confcience, if I fay. Lord remcm-> 
ber them in that day ! . ' . 

. Take the faireft European and the blackeft African; 'and 
place theo) at fuch a diftance as to admit the qumberlefs dif* 
1 erent fliades from the deepeft black to . the faireft white, 
Aanding in contraft ; and then tell me where white begins^ 
or where black ends ? .Thus mankind differ in degrees of 
yirtue and vice : but yovu: fyftem (not God's, as revealed in 
the. Bible) damns all but the fair European, to roll in fire 
^nd bricnftone as long as God lives: yea, and another God 
after him, if the former doth not live for ever. 

Now, I read that the fair European w^ll have an abun-i- 
dant entrance adminiftered to him : he that is fwarthy will 
be /icarcely faved, and he that is, tawny faved^ but fo as by 

fire: 
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fire : while the inubtto will be affliAed with few, and the 
Uack Africa^ with many ftripes. But y6ur fSUth hath not 
foared fo hi^ : you have not drank of reafon's ftream, yo<i 
have not dug deep for that treafure hid in the field, called, 
" GOD is LOVE," But left, in foaring to heights which 
are not congenial to Tour fyftem, or diving to depths you 
have not founded, I feed you with too ftrons meat : I will 
reverf to the rock. Truth, where there is milk for babes as 
well as meat for, &c. and O ! that you, as a new-born 
babe, might receive the fincere milk of the word, and be 
thereby comforted with that comfort which has its fource in 
Ac love, power, and wifdom of God. Has not your Jcfus 
nid, < And if I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me? ' 
and who art thou ? that (ball fay, < As thou haft failed to 
draw a great part of mankind to thee, in the prefent ftate of 
exiftence, thou flialt not ad upon them in any other ftate,* 
though the apoftle has told you, ' He lived, died, and rofe 
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead aiid the liv- 
ing/ and has the keys of hell and death. 

You fpeak of infinite mercy : I know of no fucfe thing, 
if you allude to its duration. I have no objeAion to the 
phrafe, if alluding to its extent ; otherwife pardon ntc if I 
fay, it .is an improper phrafe. How can you commend your 
fons to infinite mercy, when you believe mercy ceafed to 
exift, as to theni, when they ceafed to exift here ? You 
know your creed faith, *As the tree falls, fo it lies:* • As 
death leaves us,- fo judgment finds us: * ' There is no re- 
pentance in the grave,' Mercy is not an innate perfedion 
of the Deity, comparable with his love, wifdom, and 
power. Thefe always exifted, and always will ; but mercy 
did not, nor will not. When all the morning ftars fang to- 
gether, and the fons of God ftiouted for joy, there were no 
objeds in mifery, cenfequently mercy did not exift : but 
when man fell, then the overflowing of love towards objefts 
in mifery went forth, in mercy ! Mercy, if I may be allowed 
the expreflion, is a contingent aft in the Deity ; and when 
every creature in heaven and on the earth, and under the 
earth, arnl fuch as are in the fe^, and all that in them is, 
ihall fing " blefling and honour/' &c. then there will be no 
objefts in mifery, confequently mercy will have ceafed to 
exift. 

The wages ef fin is death : firft, the death of the body ; 
fi^d p^xt puniffament in fire and brimftone, which is the fe- 

cond 



44 THB UiriVBRSALIST 8 MiSCBLLAKY. 

«ofid deaUi : yet there (ball come a time, when there wiU be 
no ippre death, neither forrow nor crying ; neither ifaall 
there be any more paint for the former thii^s ((in with all 
its coDComltaats) ate pafled away. Behold, all will be made 
new. Pcrhapsr ypu will fay. Ha! this is a promifc which 
belongs to the ftate of believers: but let me tell you be- 
lievers do not want your promifes: they are, and have been> 
at the period here alluded to, and long before, baflcine in all 
the riches God could in that difpenfation beftow. Ithink 
your (entiments and mine may be illuftrated by the bee. 
The bee gathers honey from every weed: I gather honey 
from the weed, pui^iihment: it is a mean to bring about ^ 
grand defign. You can coUeA no honey from it ; it has no 
obje£t in view but fury, endlefs fiiry. I gather fuperior 
drafts of honey from the tree of life : viz. as above, Vthere 
will be no more death : ' you transfer this as a promife to 
SLTi object not in. need of it, and not only fb, but rejeSt its 
fweets, which it little lefs than fucking poifbn from the 
tree of life. 

Finally, I do condder, although I am not able fo fully to 
fet forth the ways of God, as to aflfert in a dired manner 
how, yet I truft that the jprayers you have offered up will not, 
in all refpe^s be ineffedual in their behalf; ahd I (hould 
pray on ilill : but whether you do or not, this one thing L 
know, that Chrift will fubdue all things unto himfelf ; and 
in Tubdnins all things, he will not lay more punifliment 
upon the rebellious than will be proportionable to the con- 
tamiiiStion rebellion has fpread : and when- that fpirit is 
fubdued, then will he fay to the prifoner, * come' forth,* 
and by the blood of the covenant he will deliver the pri- 
foners out of the pit, in which there is no water. For what 
purpofe do you think the wicked are punifhed in fight, of the 
jLamb and holy angels, but that the Lamb (like a fkilful, 
founder who watches when the metal is fit for pouring out) 
in like manner, may watch the eiFeds of puhilhment on his 
dear*bought purchafe. 

Thefefore, if your fons have loft their (hare in the firft 
refiirreSion : if they are not drawn to Jefus in the interme-- 
diate ftate, fo as to efcape the fecond death : yet they ihall 
be reftored and reconciled ; and you, and I, and they, be 
the fubjefts of that grand fcene, the grandeft of all fcenea 
that ever took place. The whole creation, angels^ who 
kept not their firil eftatc, man, who tran%reffed, all, yea 

all 
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all (iibdued, all ncoocUed, and prefented unto the Father 
by the Son» who then will deliver up the kii^doiii that Ood 
may be all in all. The prefeot featon b trying, &c. ther«-» 
fore difpenfe yet a little with my abfence, remember me 
to Mrs. — i— — in an affedionate nunner, and believe mt 
tobe, • . 

Sir, yours, &c* 



PREFACE 

TO A MEW TRAN8LATIOK OF THI 

BOOK OF JOB. 

THERE have been many doubts among the learned of 
fuch a p^rfon as Job having ever exifted : to me it is 
fufltetent that the prophet Ezekiel, and the apoftle James^ 
inention him as a real charaSer ; and that the infpired 
"writers of the New Tcftament frequently quote from 
his book. Deids have aflferted that this book muft have 
been written after the captivity, on account of the perfon of 
Satan being introduced, as they fay, contrary to the He- 
brew writings before that time. But they forget the hifto- 
rical Book of Kings, and the Pfalnas of David; one of 
which mentions his name, whilft both record his conduA. 

But who wrote this book ? As the Books of Mofes, Jo- 
(hua, and Samuel, are called after their name, becaufe writ- 
ten by them : In like manner I think the Book of Job is 
called after his name, becaufe he was the author of it. An 
objcSion will be made from the charaSer given of Job, as 
** perfeft and upright." But of what weight is it ? Job 
writes not this Book to difplay his own virtue, but to record 
the chaftcning providence of God. He therefore fpeaks of 
himfelf as he really was; perfeftly upright, a6Ung accord- 
ing to his knowledge, with the ftrifteft integrity towards 
God and man. Mofes and Samuel fpake of their upright- 
nefs, and both God and his people bare teftimony to its truth. 
Paul boafted of his, and neither Jews nor Gentiles could con- 
fute him. Mr. Paine has boafted of his, perhaps juftly ; 

but 
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but if be has fpoken the truths he has not» Ufce Job| Kfolea^ 
Jolbu^y SatnueU and Paul, fpoken the whole truth ; he has 
AOt recorcled his failings as. well as his virtues'. The funken 
rock over which the water flows, is more to be fufpeAcd 
than that around whofe tides the. bHIows continually break ; 
fo IS the felf-praife of that man who boafts of his integrity, 
and doe3 not exhibit the grand outlines of his whole con- 
dud ; who never delineates the fecret fprings of his heart. 

Job's death being ilecorded has been another objection. 
Moderns when they print the works of noted men after 
their death, in general prefix to it an account of their birth, 
life, and death. The anpients when they tranfcribed the 
writings of their holy men, appear from the Books of Job, 
Mofes, Joihua, and Samuel, to have added an account of 
their deaths. As the firft is not an obje&ion of any force 
^gainft a modern's being the author of a work that went 
by his napte, I cannot fee why the latter fliould be con- 
fidered as any argument againft Job, Mofes, ^oihu^y or 
Samuel, being the authors of thofe works that go un^ 
flieir names ; not that it is material ta the works thein- 
fclves. The only qucftion is, are they true? Truth is 
the fame, let who will record it : if a good man fp^ak it 
we (hould liften to it with attention ; and if a \m4 nlaa dc* 
clare it, ilill its voice ihould be beaid* 

This book being written in Hebrew, cannot, to a con- 
fiderate mind, prove any objedion to Job's being the au- 
thor of it. In a general way it might be fuificient to ob^ 
ferve, that the lapgi^fige contains too much fpirit in it to be 
a tranflation. If written by Job, therefore^ it muft havr 
been in Hebrew. From t|ie fcripture it is evident that the 
Egyptians, Arabians, Canaanites, 2^c. all fpake Hebrew ; 
^nd there is not a known language in the world, the artifi- 
cial Chinefe excepted, but what has many Hebrew words 
fniu Abraham travels from Uz to Canaan, to Egypt, to 
Philiftia ; and wherever he goes proclaims the name and na^ 
tpre of Jehovah, without an interpreter. Ifaac and Jacob 
fdo the fame. If, fof ftate, Jofeph had an interpreter in 
Egypt, yet his fteward and fervants appear, without difK- 
culty, to converfe with his Hebrew brethren. When the 
Ifraelites came out of Egypt, the fpies that are fent fear not 
beine detefted as foreigners ; they converfe with Rahab with 
facility, and the Gibeonites arc not even fufpeiled for fay- 
ipg they come frppr^ a diftant nation, becaufc of tjieir lanr 

guage. 
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giiage. It will appdur thai the received idem of a confiifioii 
oiiaiigtmgiM atBfiibelis not fcriptund. But that it was a 
ccMiftilioii of lip» or of confenkn^ a difpute who were tho 
Gm& they were to worfhip, wliich made them leave off builds 
ing the temple 'diey were tbtn ere&iag to the matsrial hea- 
i^eos; of confequeiice the language being Hebrew will not 
be any obje^ion to Job's having been the afithor of it ; and 
wiU.Move to be o^ amocgft the many evidences, that alt 
iminrtM k^ve defcended from one common parent ; and that 
all thjppveient variety o^ tpngnes are but dialers of the fame 
original language* Job wilhed his fufferings to be recorded ; 
af 90oe ptmld be io compefc^ to the ta(k as himfclf : I 
inuft conclude, that when reftored to profperity he left this 
fa^ed p0em as a xecordf oi the eondu^ of God in his deal- 
11^ with (lis faints ; 4b^ th^y, feeing )the end of afflifUon. 
mi^ learn patiently fo endure the chafteniog hand of 
Jckoyab. 

\ ihouid judge th?t Job lived prior to Mofi^s^ becaufe, like 
Abraham and Metichifedeci he appears to h^^ve beien both 
king and pr icft> ruling his family or tribelike the Patriarchs, 
and like them offering &cjrifipes. The miracles that God did 
fee the Ifca/elite? when he broi^bt them put of Egypt, made 
fuch a lading impreflion upon the minds of the furrhund- 
iflg nations, that e^en in the time pf Eli the PhilifHnes tren; - 
bled at the knowledge of the ark of Jehovah being come 
into the camp of Ilrael. Ifet Job makes not one allufion 
to thefe miracles ; nor to the droivning of Pharo's hoft, the 
Manna, or the folemn appearance pf Jehovah at Mount Si- 
z^l to promulgate his law. 

With regard to his countrv, '' the land of Uz or Ouj,*^ 
it was a territory in the land of Edom (See Bp, Lcwth PraL 
^.4^4.), which was a portion of Arabia Pctne:^, lyinff bc- 
tweien Eeypt aiul the fouth boundary of Paleftine. Hence 
it is i«aionable to imagine that Job was well acquainted 
with Egypt : Hence alfo we may account for the mention 
of the Jordan in this poem Chap. ii. 23. The Euphrates, 
dpubtlefs, would |Ave been thus honpured, had Job lived in 
Arabia Defertsf, near the banks of that river, as many have 
fuppofed. (Se? Scott, p. j.) ■ 
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CHAP. I. 

'T'HERE was a man in the land' of Uz» whofe name 
■ * was Job% and the msaiwas perfeft, and upf^f^ 
and he feared the Aletm', and he turned ifide from evil*. 
And ther£ was born unto him feven fon^ and three Jhugh- 
J ters. And his pofleffion wa^ feyen thoufand ftei^/ and 
three thoufand canlels, and five hundred yoke of 'beeves, 
and five hundred fliee aflcs, and of fervants exceeding 
many : and he was the moft thriving man of all the fons 
ofthceaft^ 

4 And his fons went and made banqueti, /«/*«> houfes, 
each man his day ; and they fent and called for thcii' 

5 three fifters to eat and to drink ivith them. And iHus it 
was when the banqueting days went round :. then Jo^ 
fent and fct them apart^ and cs^fed them to rife early in 
the momlne» and he made binrnt* offerings afccnd ac- 

' cording to the number; of them iill ; for Job faid, ** per- 
<*haps my children have firined,^hd Wefled thej^fe 
** Aleim^ in their hearts.*' Thus did Job on ill thefe 
days, 

6 And the day was, that the fons of the Akim came to 
ftation * themfclves before Jehovah^ and moreover Sa-^ 

. ■' ' ' ' tan' 

' Ouj. (!y fignifies a tree, and it is not iniDrpbable that the place might 
be fo called from haying many of them, tvhich woald render it yfhry re^ 
markable in that hot' climate. ' : 

* Aittb. The j)eriecntcd one.— ParkbuHJ. 

5 The plural of ALE, to curfe, or depounce a curfr. All coveyiantg 
were confirmed by oath and facrifice. The propriety therefore of GxxT* 
taking upon himfelf this Mant, will beft appear by comptring 53 If. to, 1 1. 
Pr, XV. 4. Pf. ii. 7. Pf. x\. 6, t. Pf. «x. Phil. 11. 6^10, It was iil 
virtue of this antemundaoe oath» i Pat., i. iS — «o» that Chrift <U«Kf /»r«. 
ordMned to redeem us before the fouttJation of the (cv^rA/.— Pailchurft. 

■♦ WIckednfifs and njifchief. 

s Eail of Pateftine. Ar.«biaPetrrsf» forming the Bdlem boundary .•*-Sco^. 

^ £t Titulum uuunv pro peccaiao pro mknabtis coram.— S. Weftey.^ - 
For every child a coftly viftim bls^z^d.-^rScotr. * 

7 The Idolaters had their Aleim« or fweare^s. Thus Jupiter whofe oat!^ 
bound the fates. Thefe Gods were wttrthijpped with the moft abominable 
rites. Job appears to have been fearful left his children* in the gaiety of 
their heart s, fhould have been< led by their pafiions aftray into Hea- 
theniftn. 

^ Perhaps b^ comparing thitpafTage w'l^h the court of Solomon, it may 
explain it. It is obier?ed, Heb« viii. 5. that Mofei was commanded ex. 

• aaiy 
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^ tan* oune in the midft of them. And Jehovah (kid unto 
Satan, *^ From whence comeft thou ?" And Satan anfwer- 
cd Jehovah and faid, ^* From'^ going to and fro in the 

8 earth) and from walking about it." And Jehovah faid 
unto Satan, <^ Haft thou placed thine heart upon^y 

fervant Job, for none is like htm in the earth, a 
man per fed" and upright, fearing the Aiiem, and 

9 " turning afide from evil ?** And Satan anfwcrcd Jeho- 
vah and faid, •* Feareth Job the Aleim without caiife ? 

to ** Haft thou not made an hedge about him, and about 
*^ his houfe, and about all which belmgeth unto htm ? 
^ encompaffing thou blefleft the works of his hands^ 
<< and his poSeffions burft forth through the earth. 

11 '< But verily, put forth now thine hand and fmite 
"the whole which bilongt unto him: verily'*, for the 

12 « fake of thy prcfcnce he will not blefs thee." Then 

adly to eopy the thing) that htd betn ^ewn him in the mount. They 
wne, ikkh h«, fhadows of the heavmly $ and from Eiekicl we leam thew 
ibadows are to be realized in the Millenial kingdom of Chrift, In like 
fiKiMier I humbly conceive that the reign of Solomon is i copy, in the re- 
golarity and glory of its attendance, of the courts of Jehovah, as it moft 
todonbtedly is in Pf. zhr. Pf. Ixxii. Pf. ex. and of the courts of Chrift 
m the Mitkmft) ^;e. For I think this word feems to inrrply a ftated at-- 
tendance, and thsK when the angelswof Jehovah came in their tuma to take 
their ftation, Satan came with them. 

* Satan. Is not this an office title, ^e accuftrf I have often won- 
dered where Chfiftians got the idea of Satan being chief prince of Hell* 
They ^moft to a man think with Milton, that be is always ready to ex- 
claim «' better in HfU to reign th?ii ferve in Heaven T* I cannot "out 
thiak they forget thefe words, ** Thou fon of God, art thou come hither 
" te torment us before the time ?*' Mat. viii. 29. Was thi? y^nitage the 
only one, it might be faid to be figurative 5 but, on the contraiy, it agrees 
wiih the reft of the Icrjptures, and is cootradi^lcd by none : tor iuiianc?, 
I Kings xxi'. ai. Rev. xii. 10. But blefled be God, he (hall no longer 
accufe the fainss of the Moft High. The (eventh trumpet hath began to 
found, and he is caft out, and >woe ht to men of a worldly fpirit, and li e 
merchants of the fea, for be is enraged, " becaufe be knoweth that he 
*• hath but a fliort time." 

'^ Denoting vigilance comp. Zech. i. 10, ii, 1 Pet. v. 8. 

Afliduous in my office, I have rxxw 

Through, all the peop^ climes from fun to fun. ScoTT, 

" Of blamelefs manfier^, with a foul fincere. 

Evil his hate, and God alone his fear. ScOTT. 

'* Si noil fuper facics ^tuas benedixft-it tibi.— Montanu«. I think 

that the difficulty that has arifen on this pafTage is from the adverb LA, 

^ non, not, not having betn noticed \ and the word Be Rek being rersdered 

cupfe infhrad of blefs \ it is not any where nfed in the fenfe of a curfe, and 

/adically means to couch, lie down. — See Parkhurft. 

Vot. II. H raid 
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faid Jehovah unto Satan, << Lro! all which beUngethto 
« him is in thine ha«id ;*only, unto him thou Aialt not 
*' ftretch thine hand." Then Satan went forth from the 
prefencoof Jehovah. 

13 And there was a day that his fons and his daughters feaft- 
^ edf and drank wine in the houfe of their elder brother. 

14 And a me(fenger came unto Job and faid, ** The beeves 

15 " were ploughing, and the afles were under the feeders 
<< hands, when the Sabeans aflauhed and took them, and 
**'and fmote the young men with the edge of the fword, 
" and I only efcaped ; alone 1 efcaped to relate // to 

16 " thee." Whilft he was thus fpeaking, another came, 
and faid, " The fire*^ ^the Aleim hath fallen from the 
<< heavens, and hath kindled among the flocks and 
'^ amongft the young men, and hath confumed them, 
*' and I only efcaped ; alone I efce^ed to relate it to thee." 

17 Whilft he was thus fpeaking, another came, and faid, 
^ " The Cafdim'* placed three bands, and ruflied upon 

<< the camels, and took them, and the young men they 
" have fmittcn with the edge of the fword, and I only 

18 " efcaped ; alone I efcaped to relate it to thee." Whilft 
he was thus fpeaking, another came, and faid, *< Thy 
*^ fons and thy daughters were feafting and banqueting in 

19 " the houfe of their elder brother, andlo! a great wind 
*' came, paffing^^ over the defert, and // fmote upon the 
^< four fides of the houfe, and it fell upon the young men» 

/'< and they are dead, and I only efcaped ; alone I efcapid 

20 " to relate it; to thee." Then'* Job flood up, and tore 
/ his robe and cut ftiort the hair of his head, and fell upon 

^^ The 6re of God was darted from the flcics, 
The flocks and ft)epherd8 are confumM alone, 
I, wretch, lurvive, to make the mi fchief known. Scott. 

^* Chaidea was a vaft diftance from Edom. But there were a fet of 
profligates who, like the Arabs, efteemed it heroifm to make long journies 
over pathlefs folit^jdes, in queft-of daring adventures. — Lowth qnd Scott. 

^ Zech. ix. 14. ^be Lord God Jball go nuith nub'trhuinds offbe Souib, 
Probablv the deep fandy defart between Egypt and Paleftine, mentioned 
by Jofepnus and Arrism, and mull therefore have been a fouth wind . — Scott« 

'^ Seemingly with a fulnefs of feif • pofleflion, fuch caimnefs had tht 
knowledge of God given him. For the tearing of his robe was the cuf- 
tomary mode of mourning, as likewife was, the cutting off the hair. Thus 
Achilles at the funeral of Patroclus, 

Jhefe hairs no longer grow, 
them to the (hade, below. Popb*8 Homer. 

the 
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the caitli, and proanted bimfeU, and (aid, *< Naked I 
<< came forth from the bell j of m j mother, and naked 
'' ihaU I letoma defolatkn'' ! Jefaofah hath given, and 
" Jehovah hath 4aken; bleflcd be the name Jehovah.** 
In all this Job erred'* not, and afcribed not inconfider- 
arion to the Aleim. 

'» SeXlE. Ifiu-r. 9. xxIt. i». TMq t. 5. 

'* Is noc thik notH^tid bnr, and in cbr id Ct^. to Akw rhe pcHcdica 
^'.Jah's c h aracter to hsve cuoliacd 10 entijc ivtigaatM« to the wiN of God, 
mm] bcdaly pain, and ;be unjutf al^l*>oiis of his friends, bad called fotth 
ccmpldims a^intt God on »cro«tn« of his ruffcrings, which t^terwatds led 
faim to contentkft) with the M06 High. We war nor» faiih Paul, againft 
fldh and blood only, bat againft the Iptiitnal wicked rulers in the bughti, 
orbca¥ens. 



CASE OF JUDAS. 

To the Editor of the Uwuerfalifts MlfciJUmy. 
Sir, 

Penifing your laft number I found in a letter from a clergy* 
man in the country, the cafe of Judas introduced as an 
infnperable objedion againft Univerfal Salvation. If you 
think proper to infert tbe following abftrad, with the re- 
marks thereon, they are at your fcrvice. 

J. C. 
*\^Y opinion of Mr. Winchefter*s fentiments remains 
iVx the fame: I fee no argument of his fufficicntly ftrong 
to overturn iny former creed, refpeAing the eternity of fu- 
ture punifliment. What our Blefled Lord faid of Judas, that 
*' It were good for him had he never been born," is fo very 
forcible, that (at prefent) I think he would not have ufcd 
fucha ftrong expreflion, was Judas to have been reftored, 
even after millions of years, to the joys of his falvation, &c*' 

REMARKS. 

This very forcible objeflion againft the reftoration of Ju- 
das, will appear, if duly confldei^ed, a very forcible obi c(9tion 
againft the wifdom and goodnefs of Him ^ who is the firft caufe 
and laft end of all creation ! Now the fcriptures niaintain, 
that God created all things by Jefus Chrift £ph. iii. 9. 
That without him was not any thing 'made that was made. 
John i. 3. For by him were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, vifible and invifible, whether 
they be thrones or dominions, or principalities or powers; 
all things were created by him and for him, and he is before 
Ha al 
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all things, and by him all things conf^ft. Col. i. 16, 17. 
I aik> therefore, is it poflible, is it rational, to . foppofe, 
that he who brought Judas into exiftence would exclaim 
* Good were it for that nrun, if he had never exilled or been 
bolfn!' Wc are alfo aifured from divine authority, that 
< God is love.' i John iv. 8. Love therefore muft be the 
root of all creation ; then the exiftence of Judas tifiuft necef- 
farily flow from that fource. From hence it will follow, 
that his final deftruAion or exclufion for millions of years 
from the joys of Chrift's falvation, would per feflly contra- 
dict the apoftle's aifertion, * By him all things exift.* Be- 
fides, if our Lord had ufed thofe words, or intended them 
exprefslyto decide the future ftate of Judas, i^would have 
been contrary to the general tenor of fcripture, which fpeaks 
of his coming to judgment at a future period ; previous to 
•which he declares [ego ou krino oudeva) I judge (condemn 
or decide the fate of) no one. John viii. 15. compared with 
chap. xii. '47, &c. But to come more immediately to the 
fiibjeA, as it is- found both in Matt. xxvi. 2^'. and Mark 
xiv. 24. In both places we (hall find that our Saviour, in- 
ft^ad of expreffingany forrow or difappointmcmt on account 
of the birth of Judas, he is, in a trtily fympatheiic manner, 
foretelling what would be the diftrcfs and torture of that un- 
happy man's mind, after the connmiflion of the dreadful aft : 
. nunifefting himfelf th^ircby the true high pricft of our pro* 
felTion, being touched with the feeling of human infirmities, 
who couH have companion on the ignorant, and on them 
■who are out of the way ; exchiming in the language of thai 
friend who fticketh clofer than a brother ouaty Alas! for that 
man by whom the fon of man is betrayed ; kahn en aut^^ giod 
wet e it to him/elf iihQh^ncvGP hetn born> i.e. according 
to his own apprehenfion from the copclufion which his diC* 
trailed, wounded, and felf- condemned fpirit would draw 
from the horrid a£l of betraying his divine matter. Solomon 
fpeakingof fiich a ftate fays, Prov. xviii. 14. < The fpirit of 
n man will (uflain his infirmity ; but a wounded fpirit who 
can bear ?\ We may perceive by the language of Job, Chap, 
ill, I. &c. likewife Jeremiah, chap. xx. 14. that they were 
both expofed to the fame miferaWe fitpatiort ; each of them 
thought k would have been good 7^ hhtfetf if he never had 
been bom. Upon tbo whole it plainly appears, that all the 
tniferies of Judas were in the prefent ftate; for thorrgh he 
was born to the calamity of a traitor, yet was he not fpared 
in his wickednefg to becon^e a blafphetner ; but being ar- 
retted 
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Tcftcdfor fin in this aft of treachery, Matt, xxvii. 3, 4. ht 

repented hirnfelfy went and confefled his gtiilt : he confcflTed 
it too before the parties concerned with him ; and parties 
who were W-ell able to refcnt his confeilion, as an accufation 
recoiling upon thcmfelvcs with fcverity ; yet in the face of 
their power, and in defiance of their dignity, he brought 
the pieces of filver to the chief priefts and elderarr and caft 
them down before them, and declared to them all, / have 
jinnedy in that 1 have betrayed innocent blozd. Similar to that 
the thief on the crofs boldly teftiHed of Chrift, * As for this 
man he hath done nothing amifs.* With refpcA to his hang* 
ing himfclf, there is not the leaft fliadow of proof; the words. 
Matt, xxvii. 5. kai apelthon apegxata. literally, *And de- 
parting wa^ ftran^led (or fuffbcated with overwhelming 
grrefj. See Dr; Hammon in loc. comp. with Afts i. 18. 
This view of the fubjeft muft appear to every unprejudiced 
inqnirer after truth, mod confiftent with the fcripturcs in 

![eneral, as well as thofe propheces in particular which rc- 
ateto the perfon ot Judas, attending at the fame time to 
the unconditional prsmife made by our Saviour to all the twelve 
difciples, when Judas was amongft them, of fitting upon 
twelve thrones, &c. Matt. xix. 28. Luke xxii. 29, 30. and 
we may be fure that the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance or change of mind ; for God is not a cttan that he 
fljouid lie, ^or the fon of man that he (bould repent : hath 
he faid and fhaM he not do it, hath he fpoken and ffiall he 
ftot make it good ? And this is perfeftly agreeable to ^the 
apoftle Peter's declaration from the old teftament prophecy, 
ASs i. 20 {genetheto he epaulis autou erenios kai pie efio hoka^ 
tnkm eft ante J Jet his eftate or manjion become defolate^ and 
without inhabitanty \, e. what his divine mafter promifed 
him. But his biflioprick (or office of an apoftle in the pre- 
fent ftate) let another take. This, Sir, is my prefent view 
of this very important fubjeft ; and nothing can convince 
me that I am in an error but an explanation of it more 
confiftent with the wifdom, love and power of Him who 
hath created all things, and for whofe f)leafure they are and 
were created. 

'^ ~~ ON electTon] ] 

(Continued from page 15.) 
Dear Sir,^ 

FROM the faithful records of the difpenfations and deal- 
ings of God with his creatures in ages paft, — from, the 
fcre word of prophecy, by which we are informed of what 

(hall 
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(hall take place in the ages to come, — from the holy fcrtp* 
tures at large, — we may learn this grand truth, that the end 
to which Jehovah will ultimately conduft all his creatures, 
the ftate in which he will finally place them, is the fame to 
which he intended bringing them, and in which he determined 
they (hould be placed, when hefirft gave them ex iftence. 
To that end all the difpenfations, of providence andof grace, 
of n{iercy and of judgment, running through fucceflive ages, 
to the final confummation, are, and ever will be fubfervient. 
When we view any particular difpenfation of the MoH 
High, or contemplate his dealings with any particular part 
of his creatures, Wc ought to remember that we have before 
lis in that inftancc; only a part of the aftonifhing fyftem of 
divine government, which comprehends all creatures, periods^ 
and events, in all their circumftances, and combines them 
together in one amazing whole ; which, in its developement, 
will difplay every divine perfeflion, and lay open every fourcc 
of improvement and happinefs, for the perfeAing of every 
derived exiftence in the univerfe. The difpenfations of God 
which have been unfolded, and thoft which remain to be un- 
folded in the fulnefs of times, are not findl ends; but means 
leading to one great and ultimate end : they are diflina, yet 
connefted branches of that abfolutely perfeA plan of divine 
operations, which originated in infinite love, is carried pn 
by unerring wifdom, almighty power, and Unbounded good- 
nefs, and which muft iflue in God'sbeing all in all. If thefc 
remarks be juft, we may reafon from them as given premifes, 
ihould we meet with an inftance of God's having chofen in- 
dividuals, and endowed them with fpecial favors, without his 
'having avowed at the fame time tha* his defign» in the be- 
ftowment of fuch peculiar grace, was the general good of his 
creatures: for if enough be faid in the fcriptnres to eftablifli 
the foregoing view of the divine government, it niuft be ap- 
plicable in every particular cafe. 

In my laft letter, I attempted to prove that Abram was 
chofen of God, and made an objeft of his peculiar favour ; 
that his being chofen to become a recipient of fpecial bleffings, v 
was a flep towards the bleffing of all the families of the earth; 
that the promife made to him extends to his feed, both natu- 
ral and fpiritual, and that as the dealing of God with him, 
was a ftep towards the bleffing of all mankind, fo the choice 
of, and diyine favours beftowed upon, his feed, are fucceffive 
fteps leading to the fame end. We (hall in this letter attempt 
to (hew how the fame gracious plaawas carried forward, by 

the 
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die dealings of Jehovah with his defccndants, Ifaac and Ilh- 
mael. ^ 

Jehovah who chofe, and refolved to bicfs Abram and his 
feed ; likewife refolved to blefs all families of the earth in 
him: the fame wifdom, power, love and faithfulnefs, bf 
which the one is accompHmedy are equally engaged to tffeSt 
the other : therefore when we fee the divine perfedions over* 
<:oming all opposition to his great defigns, in one inftanccy it 
is an earneft of their corpplete triumph over all the obftacles 
that caaarife, to prevent the full accomplilhment of his de- 
figns, in every inftance. Some perfons who oppofe the doc- 
trine of the Univerfal Reftoration, contend, that fo far as re- 
lates to God's chofen people, his counfel (hall (land, and he 
will do all his pleafure, that nothing in earth or hell can pre- 
vent their being finally brought to enjoy all the grace and 
glory which he intended they ihould enjoy ; but as to the reft 
of mankind, (they fee m to think) whatever kindnefs the 
Lord may have towards them, whatever gracious defigns he 
may have formed for their happinefs, they have rendered, 
and will render, his kindnefs abfolutely ufelefs, have defeat- 
ed his dejSgns, and will for ever do fo : therefore his counfel 
refpeding them muft totally fall to the ground, his pleafure 
never be done. According to which, all the fteps God hath 
taken for the recovery of multitudes of his creatures, will to 
all etetnity be loft labour, whatever he hath done, or ever 
(hdifdo, to, or for, them, either in mercy, or in judgment, 
will be quite nugatory, never producing the efftSt which he 
defired; It may fairly be demanded, how it can be, that^in- 
fimte.wifdom (hould fuccced fo well in the choice of means to 
aCcompli(h the divine puipofes in the one cafe, yet prove to- 
tally unfuccefsful in the other, that eternal power (hould be 
able to place the divine counfel immoveable on its bafis ia 
thebne ini^ance,and not be able to prevent its falling proftrate, 
and dafiiing itfeitf iii pieces, like the Philtftine god in the 
otter, that divine love (hould employ all the refources of wif- 
dbm and power, to puffue, recover, bring to its embraces, its 
objeds, and perform all its pleafure upon them, in the one 
cafe; yet never recover, embrace, or perform its plcafixrc, 
upon thofe who are loved by God, in the other. 

It has fometimes been demanded, with an air of triumph, 
by what mespis the wicked, who die in their fins, will be re- 
covered, and how it can be expedcd that any moans (houltj 
bee(Fedual, after the gofpel with all its bleflings is found to 
hare noefFedl upon them. Without flopping topbint out, 

what 
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what meant i^ill be employedfertheeflcdiogof this great pur^ 
pofe, it is fufficient for my prefent de(ign» to obfervey that 
if their reftoration be an event foretold in the^fcriptures, we 
may reft fatitfied, that infinite wifdom will find means, eter- 
nal power adopt them, immutable love dire<3 them to the be- 
nevolent end, and the abfolute faithfulnefs of God, for his 
immortal honor, fecure their eiGcacy. The fa£l is, men are 
flow of heart to believe, that events will take place, ^ the ef^ 
ficient caufe of which is to be found, neither in nature, nor 
in exifting circumllances: thus it was with Abram and his 
wife, much as they defired a fon, pofitively as God had pro^ 
mifed them a numerous progeny, they ftill demurred, they 
knew not how to conceive it Credible, or pofllble, that, at 
their time of life, they (hould be blefled with offspring. After 
having fpent the prime of their days chiMIefs, when arrived 
at fuch an age, that nature itfelf, and all the exifting circum^ 
ftances, feemed to forbid all expedation of Sarah's having a 
child, the Mofi Htghf contrary to the ufual courfe of things, 
notwithftanding the obftacles which exiftcd were infurmount-» 
aWe to every thing. but divine power, vifited Sarah, and flic 
brought forth the child of promise. God could have made 
Sarah fruitful before, flie might have had a fon, ere fuch ciPk 
cumftances exifted, ait feemed to render fodi an event itnpof^ 
fij)le; but it feems Jehovah, in the firft ftep towards the ac- 
€ompUfl>mentof hispromife to Abram, chofe to difplay his 
mighty power in triumphing over the greateft difficulties, 
that the accomplifliment of it, in no inftance^ might feem im-^^ 
probable. The fame power which triumphed in thefulfil- 
n)ent of theprotntfe in this firft inftance, will triumph In the 
fulfilment of all that it contains. ' 

Ifaac, even before he was born, was chofcn of tha 
Lord, to flaikd related to him, by a peculiar covenant, and 
to be heir with Abram, of tte fame promi£b. Gen.xvti. 7* 
and 19. Heb. xi. 9* Jehovah chofe him to be the progeni- 
tc»i of the peculiar feed, he renewed the manifeftations and 
promife to him, which he had before afforded to his father r 
Gen. xxi. 12. chap. xxvi. 2, 3, 4. and throughout treated 
him as an objcft of bis peculiar choice and fayonr. The pe- 
culiarity of tlie divine conduAtow^rd^ I faac, is fo evident, 
and thediftinguifliine nature of the Ueffings conferred uf>on 
him^ fo mani£eft, that I know not how ei^r the one or the 
other can be qtieftioned« He was not only difiinguifli^d by^ 
the peculiar favour^ which tht Ahnighty b^fterwed upon h}n», 
from men in general, but from Iftm;ael, vyha was equally 

Abram's 
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Abram's (bn, in particular. He was a child of promire^ aiid 
the promife fulfilling God did every thing for him, that could 
make him appear an eminent objed of his peculiar regard* 
I fee not how any one, with the cafe of Ifaac before him, 
can fairly deny that particular eledion* and peculiar favor, 
ate comprehended in the divine difpenfations. 

It may be afked, how the non-eledion of Iflimael, and hi< 
deprivation of the fpecial favours bedowed dpon Ifaac, can 
be reconciled with the fuppofition of his being an objeft of 
the divine love, ?nd with the fuppofed beneficent tendency 
oT fuch peculiar difpenfations? Before I anfw^ this enquiry, 
I would propofe feveral others. Are not all the difpenfations 
of G6d arranged and combined together in one perfeA fyftem, 
with the moft confummate wifdom ? Is not the defign of the 
whole fyftem of divine operations, confequently of each par- 
ticular part, to produce the greateft and moft univerfal good, 
to the creation at large ? Was not the choofing and diftin- 
goHbing ap individual, at the time, and in the manner, in 
which God chofe and diftinguiftied Ifaac, a neceflary ftep in 
the wonderful concatenation of events, by which all the truth 
and grace of Jehovah (hould be brought to light : — a ftep, 
with which ftood connected, and on which, in fome fort, 
depended the developement of the whole economy of divine 
k>ve ? If-fuch a ftep was neceflary to the carrying mto effeft 
the plans of divine wrifdom and love, which had for their ob- 
j8t the happiriefs of the world, how could it be oiherwife 
than beneficent to Ifhrnael and his pofterity, as a part of the 
world ; or otherwife than compatible with the love of God 
to him? Can we negative any one of the above queftions, 
without virtually denying the infinite wifdom and goodnefe of 
God? 

That Iflimael, though not chofen and diftinguiftied in the 
fame manner as ifaac and his pofterity ; yet th^t his and their 
greateft advantage was comprehended in fuch peculiar dif- 
pefnfations, is, I think, capable of the fulleft proof, not 
only from the general principles argued above^ but alfo from 
cxprefs declarations of fcripture. 

Before Iflimael was born, Jehovah gave his mother a pro- 
mife concerning him and his pofterity, Gen. xvi. lo, ii, 12. 
Before Ifaac was born, the Lord declared he had blefled Ifli- 
mael, the declaration was made at the very time when the 
covenant of peculiarity was declared to attach to the former, 
which fliewed that the peculiar favours referved for the one, 

I di4^ 



58 THB UNIVERSAUST S MISCELLANY, 

did not prevent the beftowment of the blt(fing of Go<^ upca 
the other : the Iatter> as well as the forofier, was comprehend- 
ed in the covenant made wiih Abram, for be received the fign 
of it in his fleOi, which had he not done he would have bro-r 
ken the covenant; Gen xvii. chap, but to talk of any man's 
breaking a covenant with which he has nothing to de, would 
be abfurd. If it be faid that Iflimael was caft out of Abratn's- 
family, the reafon of his being cad out is evident, it was be-* 
^caufe he was found mocj^ing at an event, which ough^ to 
have made him rejoice, not the peculiarity of the Lord's 
condud to Ifaac, but his own behaviour, was the caufe of 
his being call out. Jehovah informed Abram, that though 
he wascaft out, he would notdefert him, that he would mak^ 
a nation of him, which was a confirmation of the bleiling 
before pronounced upon him : and we find, when the lad was- 
in diftrefs in the wildertiefs, God hearkened to his voice, ma- 
nifefted his tender care over him, and renewed his promi£» 
concerning him. Gen, xxi. chap. The particular coo- 
dufl: of divine providence towards thedefcendantsof I(hmael» 
to the prefent day, form a ftriking exemplification of the 
truth of the fcriptures, and proves that they have never been 
forgotten by the God of Abram. The pofterity of Ifhmael^ 
•we e not prevented participating in the fcriptural adv^tages 
of the former difpenfation, the way was open for them to be- 
come profelytes thereto. Under the prefent difpenfation; the 
gofpel, with all its bleffings, is directed to them, as /well as 
to the reft of mankind ; and, in the univerfal reftoration, their 
whole race muft be comprehended. The avowed delign of 
the Lord, in the peculiar blefiing beftow^ upon Ifaac and 
his feed, was the blefling or making happy, all the nations of 
the earth: Gen. xxvi. 3. 4. which conneds with the eledlion 
of that patriarch and Ws defccndants, and all the fpecialfa- 
Tours beftowed upon him and them, the ultimate happinefs 
of mankind at large. - 

Ifhmaelhas been confidered by many as one of tho/e whom 
God is fuppofed to have pafTed by, without any deiign of 
blefling them, we^have feen that this was^by no means the 
eafe with Ilhmael ; nor, in faft, has the Moft High any 
more deferted thofe who are not eledled, or ceafed to defign 
their happinefs ; thap he deferted the fon of Hagar. 

The Apoftle Paul brings forward the cafe of Iftac and 
Iflimael, a^ allegorical. Gal. chap. iv. upon which, at pre- 
fent, I fhall make but this one remark, if Ifaac, the child of 
* promife. 
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promife, was a ^type of all the children of promife, and if 
the elcdton of, and bleffings bcftowed upon, the former, were 
flcps towards the blefling of all mankind, then the fame thing 
may Ke concluded refpefting the choice of, and bleffings be- 
(lowed upon the latter. 

I have not abriged this letter in the manner 1 intended,, as 

you wifhed'me not to do it.- 1 remain, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours in the bonds of the gofpel, 

R.W. 



l&oetrp. 



ADVICE TO HUSBANDS. 

"PjEAR Williana, fince you've chofe the wedded ftatc, 
'*-' Attentive hear a Parent'« voicereUtc 
The maximsy which fliould guide your future life. 
As a good huiband to a virtuous wife. 
Around a wide extended profp?6t lies, 
Of blif&or woe thatfpring from nuptial tics. 
Now take your choice, nor ever more complain, 
Jf by wrong conduct .nought but woe you gain j 
For as the man his rightful fceptre fways, 
He merits juft contempt, or well-earn'd praifc. 
Know firft the fource, and end of all your powV, 
Nor let your padions ""bove their limits foar, 
Nor ever thro" falfe tendernefsdeclme, 
In proper place t' exert the gift divine. 
Th' immortal God from whence all being rofe. 
Is the grand fource from whence all pow'r flowsj 
1^ fecond caufes he his powV maintains. 
And King) thro' Chrift, o'er all creation reigns. 
Chrift, by his fpoufe the church, his^ works controuls. 
Thro' it he all his fallen creatures rules. 
As the blcft Saviour owns his father's iway, 
'The church owns Chrift, and wives (hould men obey. 
The juft gradation, thus from God defcends, 
Thro' Chrift and nature, till in man it ends. 
Then would we know our pow'r, our thoughts (hould rife. 
And bring Meftiah's fway before our eyes : 
Pew were the words he uled to perfuade 
His church, of the o'erflowing love he hadj 
But by perfuafive aftions, taught their mind, 
That he was wife, and generous, and kind. 
- '' Would 
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Would y6t]» my William, thcn/your wiie countrou}. 

By a£^ions firft> convince for Joye you rule. 

Love flows finom love, love bows the ftubbom heart*. 

Love melts down anger, and makes pride depart ^ 

Love only can virith dignity inveft. 

And chafe all rankling paflions from thebreaft. 

Why does Mercudo rage, with threat'ning hand ? 

Would he not prove he can his wife command ? ' 

Wifdom muft own his ragft is a pretence , 

To hide his wife's fupenor worth and fenfe. 

Why jealous madnefs in Sylvefter's eyes, ^ 

Should he his Laura in a fmile furprile ? 

Tis not his wife he loves, *tis felf alone. 

And by his folly makes his weakneis known. 

If then you would your wife's fupcrior prove, , }. 

Be firft in wifdom, and the head in love : 

Then wilUhe gentle fair on thee depend. 

Lean ion thy brraft, and to thy voice attend : 

Then (hall thy prefencc chear thy bleft abode. 

And thou be loved little lefs than God. 

Where greater pow'r and love, and wifdom arc. 

It follows, there mdft be fuperior care. 

Thefc aftive principles with (leady force. 

By various ways purfue the felf fame courfe % 

They feck the good of thofe beneath their care. 

To guide by love, and chafe away defpair : 

Hence is the virtuous man of hope poUeft, 

And with much long endurinjyf patience bleft. 

Hisblifs, from bleiling others, chiefly flows, '!] 

And back that joy receives, which he bellows. 

I hate that weak defence I often hear, 

«* Therejs much fault on both fides. Sir, I fear :" 

Faults on both fides can never, never be. 

They muft lay with fuperiority j 

Where ruling pow'r refides the fault muft lay, "f 

If like a tyrant, man the fceptre fway, f 

The wife will like a grumbling flave obey ; j 

But if to make her happy, he command, 

Her mind enlighten'd owns his guiding hand : 

Convinc'dofthis, with eafe the fceptre's fway'd. 

The Lord unfeen, the friend alone's obey'd. 

If thro' falfe tendemefs, he crowns her queen. 

Is it a wonder, if, his folly feen. 

He would his long loft liberty regain. 

That ftrife arife before he pow'r obtain ? 

Wrangling, abufe, and loud unfocial jars'"? 

With all the difcords of domeftic wars ? 

Say, my dear Willian^ fliall I call to mind. 

Once more, the Saviour generoufly kind ? 

Unfeen he fits on htov'n's almighty throne. 

And thro' his church makes boundlefs goodnefs known< 

Thus, thro' your wife, kt fweet beneficence. 

Thy pity to the Ions of want difpcnfe. 

, The 
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*3rhe niggard^s foul, the miier^s fclf will hate, 
AJid all his meannefs will with joy.relate. 
Be generous then, efteein (hall thus arifej 
^nd real plcaAire crown your nuptial jojr. 
Xet not the falfe opinions of mankind. 
By fooliih notions lead aftray your mind. 
Do not, my frfend, with old Prudentius cry, 

* The marry^d ftate is all a lottery. 

* More than two blanks to ev'ry prize appear j 

* Since I muft dip, O may good luck be there.* 
Be cbearful> William, take good heartr my lad. 
Say, I will force my wife to make me glad } 

IMl bear her cares, I'll make her (brrows ceafe, 
ril aid her joys, 1*11 blefs her (bul with peace. 
Your choice is made, let not her temper move 
' You to diminifh in the leaft your love t 
Let her be kind, or fretful, meek, or gay, 
A fcolding wife, or one that^s full of play t 
If you^re unhappy, itever dare to moan. 
The fault's not her's, *tis your's, and your's alone. 
They all have faults, and know it lays with you» 
Thoie faults, by love, and wifdom, to fubdue. 
Make not her temper your excufe to (lay, 
And pafs your leifure hours in drink, away. 
Jehovah's image in your felf revere. 
Rule but like! him, and joy fliall ioon appear. 
Sure, 'tis like God to rule with fuch a fway. 
As the worft woman (hould with joy obey ; 
It is god-like to comfort and prote^. 
To call each virtue forth, and vice correA : 
' Like him with perfevering patience rule. 
And never, but for good, your wife controul. 
O could my verfe but make thine heart to know. 
The joy s that would from fuch a conduct flow. 
The pleafure, thine approving voice would give. 
And make each virtue with frcfti vigour live. 
Then, would a look difproving make to grieve. 
Till ftie could an approving word receive. 
Like conlcience thou wouldft reign within her heart. 
And free it from all fear, or rage, or art. 
Then would your well tun'd fouls together fly. 
In grateful praifes to the Great Mott Hieh. 
Your thoughts would on each other's weltarc move. 
Ami ev'ry a6t, and ev'ry word be love. 
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February i. 
n^HE Bank Dire^ors repeated a 
-* former rccommcDdation, that the 
Fublic would weigh fucb gold at is 
cfTered to them. 

The Public were alfo informed, that 
all the one and two pcund notes dated 
prior to this date might be changed 
ac the option of the iiolder, after the 
5th inftanty for caibj or notes of a new 
■xonii* 

Bf the Paris Journals which ar- 
rived yefterday, it appears, revolution 
is making rapid progrei's in Switzer- 
land. The Pays de Vaod has re- 
nounced the authority of the Magil- 
trates of Berne* and the whole confe- 
deracy feems more or lels affe^ed 
with a fpirit of change. 

2. By the late advices it appears, 
that the overthrow of the Pope will 
ipeedily take place. The Cifiilpines 
have taken it upon themfelves to re- 
venge the infi-Us lately offered to 
France^ and have matched againll 
Kprae. French troops are on their 
march to the fame city, and the reAih 
cannot be doubtfu). 

His Neapolitan Majeily is in a very , 
critical fit uatioB— while on the one 
hand he wiflies to feize on the papal 
territories, we are on the other inform, 
ed by the PariHan papers, that infur- 
re6lions have broke out in Sicily and 
Calabria, to quell wliich he is march 
iag troops. 

3. N-ws from Irelnndy that fome 
of the inhabitants of Waterford hav 
ing a6^<'d improperly, the magi ft rates, 
attended by the principal people of the 
county, had been guilty of bhe moft 
unheal d of barbarities. Thirteen 
houfes were cipnfumed a few nights 
iince near Tallow with all their pro- 
perty : fomt of the mailers were com- 
mitted to gojtl, and others were exc 
cuted at their own doors. 

4. Advice &om Hambro' that the 
diet of Ratifbon bad granted to the 



deputation of the Empire the unlimit^ 
ed powers required by the French. 

5. The Hambro* mail bitjught ad- 
vices that the Cantons of Berne and 
Fribourg had declared they* wquld 
oppofe the ^efigns of France in revo- 
lutionizing their c;ountry. It ia faid 
Lucerne, Soleure, and even Zurich 
are determined to fitppon them 1 Bade 
remains neutral. 

6. From Torbay, Feb. 4> the fleet 
under the command of Admiral 
Thompfon failed on a cruize. 

A meeting of the Proprietors of 
Bank Stock was held yefterday for 
the purpofe of coniidenng the propri- 
ety of the Bank in its corporate capa- 
city fubfcribing to the books now 
opened tor voluntary contributions^, 
when upon the motion of Mr. Hun- 
ter, it was agreed to fubfcribe 
ioo,oool. Severa) members were for 
half a million. 

7. A letter firom Jno. Tiwrnpfon, 
of York, faysy that on one market 
Jay 4000 copies of Paine*s Age of 
Reafon were diftributed gratis among 
the farmers and labourers at York. 

^^. Advice by the Hambro' mail 
from Balogna, that the French and 
Ci£alpines had taken poffdiiion of Lo- 
retto, Peiiigia, and other 'Uiacet in 
the Ecclefiaftical State, and were in 
full march for Rome. The Pope was 
fo ill and weak, that bis death was 
hourly expelled. The Emperor had 
alfo taken' poireflion of Udina,' Sec. 
The Emperor of RuHia has reftored to 
the Order of Malta all the poifefiions 
which it held in Poland. The Prio* 
ry, worth 9000 roubles annually,^ he 
has given to the Prince of Cond^, 
Louis the XVIIIth has retired t« Po« 
.and. A plan is in agitation , for 
forming a canal that (hall unite the 
Scheldt, Mofelle, and Rhine. 

9. A report of ui infurre^lion in 
Mexico, in which the Viceroy and all 
his tamily had bfen murdered. 

Newt 
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houfe of MontmorencjTi i» among the 
captives. 

14. The We(» India Fleet confift. 
ing of 74 fail, lafely arrived at Bar- 
badoes oo the 26th December laft. 

Eig'.it South Whaleis have been 
captured by the Spaniards on thecoafti 
of Chili and Peru. 

The grand Jury found the bill on 
MoDday ag?Inft the publiflicrs of ' 
Gilbert Wak field's anfwer to the Bi- 
fliopof Liandaff, and Mr. Cuthcll of 
Middle row, Holbom, has been taken 
into culVody for pubiifliing it, 

15. The Houle of Conimoni vot- 
ed 2000I. per annum, from the 14th 
Feb.uary, 1797, to Lord St. Vincent 
and his two next heirs to the title, and 
likcwife the fame fum per annum, com- 
mencing 15th 06lober, 1797, to Lord 
Duncan and his two next heirs to the 
title. 

16. It is faid to be finally agreed to 
fend a convoy with theAmerican fliips, 
they allowing tl>e commander of it a 
certain per centage on all they conduft 
fafe to the place of deftination. 

Advrce was icceived from Liibon, 
that the Englifli fleet, under Lord St. 
Vincent, is in good health, and that 
the Spanifli minifterhad given notice, 
that the French had demanded from^ 
the Court of Spain, a paffage for 40 
or 50,000 trc5op8, which had been 
granted, from inability to do other- 
wife. 

1 7 . Arrived on the morning of the 
f4tii uit. in Plymouth found, his 
Majcfty's fliip, Amelia, of 44 guns, 
from a cruize. She fell in with a 
laige fleet from Bourdeaux to Breft, 
laden with proviiions, and would 
have pi obably captured moft of them, 
had it not been for a dangerous mu- 
tiny which exifled amongft the crew. 
A number of the ringleaders arc now 
in conflnement, and will be tried by 
a court martial. 

On the 12th inft. the Earl of Aid- 
borough was fentenced to 12 months 
impi rfonment, to pay a fine of loool. 
and to find fecurity for his good be- 
haviour, for having publiihed a libel 



News received of a frefli revolution 
liaving taken place in Holland, on the 
lift 'January. 

10. Advice was received from 
Switzerland, that Bi»flc bad been en 
tered by about ^o mfn, joined by 
thedragoons that had been lent a^ninjt 
them, that they had taken pofiefTion 
of the arPenal, chofe their oflicers } 
%nd fwore, that in , the utmoft emer- 
gency they would only obey the or 
dcrs of the Deputies fr< m the coun 
try. The Kmg oF Naples is laid 
to have refufed taking any part in the 
affairs of Rome. 

The Lord Mayor and Mt'»x:hants 
of London met yefterday at the Ex 
change, ^and fubTcribed liberally to- 
wards the fupport of the war.- They 
llkewife named a Committee for car- 
rying on the (ubfcription 5 recom- 
mending all the Corporate Bodies, 
Mayors, and Chief Officers through 
out the Kingdom, to endeavour to 
promote it. 

11. By the Paris Papers a procla- 
mation from the Directory, prohibit- 
ing, under the fevereft threats, the 
wearing of Britifh manufaflures, and 
vowing deftruftion ** to Carthage." 
Likewife a prochmation ihewing that 
they have revolutionized the Pays de 
Vaud, and ar^ preparing to attack 
Berne. 

12. A full meeting of the Board 
of Trade was held on Saturday at the 

' Earl of Liverpool's oflice, Whitehall, 
for the pui-pole of ordering the circu- 
lation of a new filver coinage, of 
which 3s. 6d. pieces aie, it is laid, to 
form 4 part. 

A woman has lately been delivered 
of a child in the country, being the 
32d. by the fame hufband. 

13. The Paris Journals arrived ycf- 
tcrday, to the 9th inft. by them it 
9j>pears, the ibuth of France is in a 
jery difcontented flate. The city <rf 
Xyonu, where fo many tbouiands hare 
been killed, ftiJl refufes fubmiflion to 

' the prefent government. 

Laft week, an Hamburgh packet 
*»»« carried by a French privateer in- 
to Calais J the Princcii de Lion of the I upon thclrifh Houfe of Lords. 
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19. It appears likely that the pre- 
kni fyftem of coercion will be ahan 
doBed in Ireland. General Aber- 
crombie difapproTes of the condu^ of 
Ibme of the military fo much, that he 
' has written te Mr. Dunda^ in the 
ftronged terms againft it. Among 
other remarkable exprefllons he ufes 
this «* I fhall always be ready to fa- 
crifice my life in the fervice of mv 
country as a foldier^ but I never will 
bea^BuTCHER.** 

It is faid, that an attack is roeditat- 

• ed upon France ; that Sir Horatio 

Nelfon is to command the fquadronj 

and that a large military force is to 

ftA under his orders., 

ao. The committee for the wet 
docks met, and agreed to eredl in th» 
IfleofDogs, a wet dock in two parts; 
the one to contain 200 fail of Weft 
India (hips, and the other, wharfs 
and warehoufes to unload and receive 
the goods. 

21. Colonel St. George, a gentle^ 
manofthemoft daring couiage, ac- 
compliihfd manners, and higheft clia- 
rafter, was murdered on the 9th inll. 
with Mr. Uniacke, his agent and 
tenant, for having expreffed himfelf 
rather unguardedly, in hisdeteftatioii 
of treafon and rebellion, at the Earl 
of Mountcaiheirs houfe at Moor Park. 
They likewifc ftabbed Mrs. Uniacke, 
who IS recovering, and it is thoi:ght 
will know the perfons of fome of the 
-villains. 

12. By the Paris papers, Buona- 
parte has gone to Dunkirk, from 
whence be is to vifit all the ports to 



the mouth of the channel . At Gran- 
ville, on the coaft of Britany, they 
hate orders to build 20 gun boats, 
60 feet long, 1 5 feet wide, and 5 feet 
deep, each to held a 24. pounder : to 



be ready before the end of Marcli. 

Reported that the port of Ham- 
burgh was ihut, and the packets de- 
tained. • • 

23. Tlie homeward bound Lif- 
bon fleet arrived: not having an- 
fwered the private fignals off Wey- 
mouth, intelligence was immediately 
fent to York Houfe, ftating that s 
fleet of French men of war, and a 
number of tran/ports, had appeared 
off the coaft on Wednefday lafti 

24.. Advice received of^ the 3d. of 
the fix Hamburghmails having aiTiv- 
ed, after 16 days pafTage. By her 
we learn the faifehoods of the report^ 
concerning the port of Hambui-gh, as 
extia6led from the French papers. 

25. By the Hamburgh mail, ad- 
vice was received of a (Irdng cannon- 
ade having been heard at Bafle, in the 
di reft ion of Berne, which canton had 
endeavoured to conciliate the affec- 
tion's of f he people; and that the coun- 
cil and all thepublic bodies had fwom 
on the 31ft. to defend theii' country 
10 the laft, againft all enemies, foreign 
and domeftic. 

26. Accounts are received of the 
French having juft entered Berne. 

27. Capt. Herbert is this day faid 
to have publiflied a complete refuta- 
tion of the condu£l of the crew of the 
Amelia Frigate, during her laft cruize. 

Advices from Conftantinople fay, 
that the Porte has prepared a very 
large army, aad a very fine navy : it 
is iuppofed to oppofe the introduction 
of French principles, the Grecians 
having liltened with great avidity to 



thepreachers of them. 

The Canton of Berne ftill continues 
to refill the French with great firm- 
nefs. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

S. Thompfcn'^s anfwer to Chriftophilus is received, but too late for tl\is 
Number. It fiiall be infcrted in our next 

Several prel's errors in J. ThorohiU's Piece to Jefus, &c. are corre£led. 
Several manufcripts from Conei'pondents at Briiiol are received. 



THE 

Univerfalift's Mifcellany 

For MARCH, 1798. 



An account of the Sickness and Death of 
ARTHUR PETER. 

ARTHUR PETER was horn in the parifh of Lewanick, 
near Launcedon, in the county of Cornwall ; he came 
to London to improve himfelf in his bufinefs, (which was 
that of a watchmaker) and intended returning into the coun- 
try the week following that in which he was taken ill, to 
fet up in his bufinefs; but what, man appoints God ffe- 
qoemly difappoints, which was the cafe here, for he had a 
more important bufinefs ; inftead of preparing to go into 
the country, he had to prepare to meet his God, and to ea- 
ter into the holy city of the New Jerufalem ; he was 
taken ill on Wednefday, the jgth of April, 1797, 01* ^ho^ 
Friday following he fent me word of his indifpofition, when 
I went to fee him, and found him in a high fever; on which 
I called in the afliftance of an apothecary, who vifited hiin - 
until Sunday, when he recommended to fend for a doftor, 
(which was immediately done) who pronounced his cafe very 
dangerous : his fever continued to increafe, infomuch that 
he was bled four times, and had three blifters applied in th6 
courfe of four days ; during which time we confulted the 
care of his foul as well as his body by converfation and 
prayer : he did not difcover any relifli for exercifes of that 
kind ; but rather feemed to wiifi that we would not tcpubid 
him with it, and when his frrends wifhed to pray with him, 
he feemed to comply with a degree of r^luSance and merely 
' out of refped to them, until the next ThurfiUy evening, 
whea after exhorting him to caft himfelf wholly on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift^ and he wwild undertake for him, he appeared 
Vol.11. , K ^ ia 
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in great agonies, both of body and tntnd : and foon after was 
heard to fay in a low tone, ** Now I muft yield ! now I tnu(t 
yield! Lord Jefus do thoii* undertake for me !'* whichv ap- 
peared to be the (irft real application he had ever made to his 
Saviour for help, trufting only in him ; for until now he 
could never renounce felf, as he afterwards confefled;^ From 
this moment he was enabled to pour out his foql before 
God in humble fupplicat ion, which he did in the following 
fhort, but emphatical prayers : ** O Lord, I have too long 
negleded to pray ; help me to pray aright ! Lord into thy 
hands I recommend my'fpirit! Xord give me fome token 
and manifeftation of thy love ! take away this vile hearty 
and give me a better ! if it be thy bleiTed will change it now, 
iind take me to thy felf." And at this moment a^ grateful re- 
flexion came into his mind refpefting his mother, who, hav^ 
ing been left a widow, and being a woman that feared God, 
had taken fome pains to inform the minds of her children 
{of whom (he had fix), and to bring them up in (he fear and 
admonition of the Lord. This is an inftance that (hews the 
propriety of training up children (as Solomon fays) in the way 
they (hould go, for when they are old (or grown up) they 
will not depart from it : for here ihe fon (who perhaps had 
never perhaps felt a proper degree of gratitude for his kind 
parent's prayers and folicitude for him) when ajiparently at 
the hour of death, cannot leave the world without paying the 
tribute of acknowledging how often his poor mother had 
prayed and wept over hioi, and expre(iing the moft tender 
concern tor her welfare ; and in return for her many prayers 
for him, now begins to pray with his dying breath for her, and 
thus intercedes with the Almighty. " If it pleafe thee to 
take me away O Lord ! do thou be a hu(band to txiy mother, 
and make her more than amends for the lofsof her fon in her 
old age/' He then faid, " I hope this will be a fatisfaftion 
to her that I am gone in peace. Amen, Amen.' At this 
time we expefted death every minute, but, recovering a I ittle* 
h,c repeated the following lines. 

" O I10I7 L:«rab, do thou receive, 
** Let me with rhee begin to live 5 
•*• Save me, for I am yet unclean, 
<* Ai1(i cleanlemefrommy cvVy fin. 

Then alludingto a death-bed in which he thought he was, 
he faid, " What a place is this todo a life's work in ?" Af- 
ter fpcading fomctime in prayer with him, he faid to me, 

44 X 
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*^ I hope your friends tvill pray for yoU| and Chrift will pray 
for all.'' He then gave the following account of his former 
faith and pradice : ** I thought once if I went to church it 
was all very well ; but now 1 fee there is fomething more 
needful'.*' He then prayed as follows: *< O fweet Saviour! 
one drop of thy blood is fufficient ; do thou wa(h me white, 
and 1 (hall be whole. O Lord, look down and pity me ! pre- 
pare me for death before thbu talced me hence, and enable m^ 
to leave a (hining teAimony of thy goodnefi towards me ; but 
if it (houki pleafe God to reftore me, I truft I (hall never more 
fall back as I have done fmce my lad illnefs : I made the 
fame refolut ions then, but have ihamefully broken them." Be- 
ing a(ked if he did not n^alf e them in his own (Irength ? He 
anfwered, ** Yes ; but now he would make them in God's 
ilrength." He again repeated, that ^* he once thought going 
to church was all that was needful ; but now he faw it was 
going to Chrift, and Chrift coming to him." He then de- 
(ired us to pr^y with him, and being a(ked if he had any 
thing particular to pray for ? he anf\^ered, " Yes ; that God 
would (hew him the way to Chrift ;" which we did, s^nd he 
joined in every petition with great fervency. He then re- 
quefted me to inform his uncle {who had been a carelefs , 
liver), *^ that if he continued to go on in his old way, he 
would (ink into perdition, and that will be an awful ftate in- • 
deed !" He faid he wiihed tp give this caution not only to 
his uncle but to all. It appears he had lately had fome dif- 
putes with a Dei ft concerning a book entitled the Age of 
Reafon, againft which he bore this teflimony : ^< As I am a 
dying roan, it is the worft book I ever read;" and then 
prayed '* that God would (hake this Deift over the pit as 
terribly as he had done himfelf, but not let him fall into it." 
He then faia he hoped he (hould never more, be aftumed to 
own Chrift, and confefled that he had hid himfelf from his 
enemies for fear of (hame and reproach. 

Being a(ked if he felt his pains fo great ftnce he had found 
Chrift ? he anfwered, ** No, he felt no pains now, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, the pains of the body were not to be com- 
pared to the pains of the mind." He then repeated the fol- 
lowing lines : 

" What though our fins to mountains rife, 

*' And fw^ll above to Hcav'n j . 

" Yet mercy is above the Ikies, 

«4 Where all may be forgiv'n.*' 

, Ka He 
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He faid, ** he now faw the truth of that fcripture which 
is to be fulfilled, when Chrift (hall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he (hall have put 
down all rule, and all authority and power, that God may 
be all in all." He acknowledged great obligations to Mr. 
Vidler for the inftrudions he had received under his miniftry,^ 
and declared, " that he had underftood more of the Bible 
within a few months that he had heard him pteach, than he 
had learnt before in all hk life," for he faid, ** he could 
, now behold the fcriptures all beautifully harmonious! but 
before, there were feeming contradidions that he could not 
underftand." He expreffed feveral times an anxious defire 
to know if it was poffible for hini to be deceived with refped 
to his acceptance in Chrift and his prefent views of falva- 
tion ; but being aflced if he thought the enemy was capable 
of putting good defires into his heart, and of poiniing him 
to his Saviour? he feemed perfeftly fatisfied that it was no 
delufion. He again acknowledged the obligations he owed 
his mother for early impreflions of virtue, and again remem- 
bcred with gratitude how often fhe had prayed tor him, an4 
taken him to hear fermons ; and then obferved, •* that he 
thought God was now anfwering her prayers as they refpeft- 
cd him." He lamented his folly in not attending fooner to 
thefe kind admonitibns, and faid, " he had lived twenty* 
three yeats, and now had the work of his whole life to do 
in one Week, amidft the racks and tortures of a death bed !" 
Yet, amidft all this pain and anguifh, he feemed to feel a 
perfeft refigriatioft to the will of God, and did not exprefs 
the leaft defire to be feftored to health, but faid, ** he would 
not give a farthing for what the doftors could do for him, 
for he would rather die than live, as this world had now 
po charms for him." He then dozed a little, and waking 
faidy 

*« If to the right or left I ftray, 

** Be thou my guide, l)c thou my way, 

** To glorious happinef^!'* 

" I thank thee, O Lord, that thou haft hid thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto 
ba^js: may 4 keep fteadily on the way, and if I live, may 
1 live to thee more abundantly, and if I die may I die in 
Chrift. I blefs thee O. Lord that thou haft vouchfafed to 
hear the prayer of my friend in my behalf ; do thou alfo hear 
him for himfelf ; and look upon all the hitman race and de- 
liver 
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%ver them from eirar ; brihg them to penitential grief, that 
they may be brought to everlafting joy." 

His fever Aill raging, and his pains becoming mote 
acu^e, he earneftly pray^ for his diflolution in thefe words: 
*^ See me, O Lord, at the point of death languifhing to this 
body of clay, and fend thy mdRenger, which I know thoa 
wilt do in thy own good time, for thou doft all things well !'* 
He then prayed *^ that God would blefs all his friends aikl 
their famiiies, and do for them according X% all their necefli- 
ties, and that for Chrift's fake/' He then repeated the foU 
lowing lines: 

<< O God mine inmoft foal convert, 
** And deeply on my thovgbtful heart 

<< Eternal thini^ impreis 1 
*< Give me to feel the folemn weight, 
*• And tremble on the brink of fate, 

" And wake to righteoiifncfj ! 

And again prayed eameftly " that God would not fuffer hioa 
to remain in any deception, but give him a farther manifefla* 
tion that he (hould appear with his faints in the New Jem*. 
(alem, where he might join in the fo^g of Mofes and the 
Lamb, with thofe who had their robes wafted and made 
white in the blood of the Lainb ! Where he (hould fit down 
with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and come to the church of the firft born \vhich are 
written in Heaven, and to God the judge of all, and ther* 
fpirits of juft men made fciipSt, and to Jefus the Mediator 
of the new Covenant*.*' 

Speaking of his gratitude to me, he thanked me for my- fer- 
vices, and faid it would never be in his power to mal^e mc 
amends, but God would reward me ; and thanked me for 
being fo faithful in telling him yefterday " that he would 
thank me when we meet in the next world for fpeaking fo 
plainly to him, and pointing out the way, and the only way, 
to happinefs. He laid he now faw clearly the propriety of 
not difguifmg the truth to perfons on a death bed, and aiked, 
*« what might have been the confequence if he had not had 
a faithful friend ? he faid he might have died in a ftate of 
infenfibility." He then declared he would not but have had ' 
this afflidion for the world, and blefled God for it. He de- 

— . ■•: ' V' — ■ " ■ ■ '-^ • — ~ 

* His ready application of Scripture is a proof that ibme pains had been 
taken by his mother in bis vouth to tnftrua him in the word of God j^ and 
alTo of the utility of fuch inftruAions. 

fired 
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fired me to bid his friends *^ to take care and be watchful 
over all their aSions, ;ind efpecially while young, and tell 
them that God had wrought a moft wonderful change in me ; 
that he had made me a new creature; and had taken me to 
Heaven. Tou mzy fee my friends, but /fliallnot; defire 
them not to grieve for me, but to refign to the will of God, 
for that will be (hewing me more refpe^i than if they flied a 
flood of ^ears/' RecoUeding a tvery preiling fermon he had 
heard on New Year's Day on thefe Mrords, •* This year thoo 
fhalt die," he faid " that fermon of Mr. Vidler's on New 
' Year's Day cut me to the heart," meaning the convidioa 
that he felt of his unpreparednefs to die in cafe it ihould 
fall to his lot. When the young people of the houfe were 
going to be in an adjoining room, he defired to fee them^ 
that he might give them a dying leiTon, which he did, and 
exhorted them to ferve God in their youth, and not wafte 
their precious time in vanity and folly, as they mud alfo one 
day die ! On the Friday morning he faid, ** he felt no pains« 
ChriA had taken them all away." It feems his joy was fo 
great, that in a great meafure it took off the fenfibility of 
pain. He then defired that we would pray that God might 
give him ftronger manifeftations of his favour and acceptance, 
and not leave the lead doubt. After prayer, being alked ilF 
he had any doubts remaining ? he anfwered, no ; and faid, 
** now foon (hall I be with Jefus in Paradife.** And ex- 
prcfling a wifli that others might alfo partake of the fame 
Wefling, he faid, " O that I could fpeak loud enough to 
reach the whole world ! I wo jld alarm every heart ! I would 
tell them to be up and be doing, for the Kingdom of Hea!- 
ven is at hand !** ^ 

Being a(ked if he could take fome fpirits and water ? he 
anfwered, ** No, no more fpirit but the fpirit of God!'* 
He then prayed " that God would keep him from the buffet- 
tings of Satan, and brighten his evidence ftill clearer, and 
never more leave him, but give him a fpeedy paffage out of 
this (inful world into the manfions of eternal reft. But if 
it was a prefumptuous prayer, he prayed God would forgive 
him, and make him refigned to all his will, and according 
to his day fo to let his (trength be.** Which prayer feemed 
to be remarkably anfwered ; for after being feverely tried 
by a long and painful afRidion, he faid, *• he never felt a 
temptation to miftruft the goodnefs of God in the afflic- 
tion, and thought it was the greateft bleffing God had ever 
beftowed upon him." Asa proof of the quick fenfe he had 

of 
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of guilt Upon bis mind, he fafd, ** he had dreamt that he 
fwore an oath, an4 the pungent grief he felt on that account, 
even during his fleep, was inexpreffible." And with refpeft 
to his evidence being brightened, his prayer was abundantly 
anfwered, as he continued to teftify more and more of the 
goodneCs and love of God to his foul ; and to ihew how far 
the grace of God had operated in giving him the fame mind 
and fpirit which was irf Chrift Jefus, the following cir- 
cumftance may ferve as a proof: A perfon in the next 
h6ufe making a great noife,' it was propofed to fend him 
word of his difturbing the fick, and requeft him to dif- 
continue it ; when one in the room obfcrved, that he would 
make the more noife for that, as he was at variance with 
the mailer of the houfe. Upon which it was obfcrved, 
we ought to pray for our enemies, and he immediately 
prayed in the words of our Lord, ** Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do." He then prayed " that 
God would not fufPsr him to fallback, for {he faid) if a 
man put his hand to the plough and look back, he is not 
fit for the Kingdom of Heaven; and if any man draw 
back, God hath faid my foul (hall have no pleafure in him." 
After fleeping a little, he prayed " that God would haften 
the happy period, and take him to himfelf." After this 
his difoixler feemed to take a favourable turn, and gave us 
hopes for feveral days that he would be again r^ftored to 
health ; but during this interval his principal prayer was, 
that he might never turn back from God ; but if it (hould 
pleafe God to reftore him, that he might always be enabled 
to bear his teftimony for Chrift. But, alas ! this interval of 
eafe was only a prelude to a more, violent attack of the fever, 
as it returned with redoubled force, which he ftill bore with 
.great refignation,'conftantly praying that God would give 
him patience to fuffer all his holy will, and keep him from 
the teihptations of the enemy. When grown fo weak that 
he could not collet his thoughts to form a prayer, he told 
me that the few fragments of prayer (as he called them) that 
he was able to offer up, was, " that God would give hinj 
patience to endure to the end." He continued for feveral 
vv\eeks in the moft acute pains of body, that can only be con- 
ceived by ihpfe who have experienced the parching torments 
of the mod obftinate ^nd ardent fever, but was never heard 
to murmur or complain any further than the groans his ago- 
nies wriing, as it were, from his oppreffed nature ; and fre- 
quently, amidft thefe piercing forrows, he would acknow- 
ledge 
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kdge that they were nothing in comparifon of what tfiejr 
mud have been if he had flill had guih upon his confcieince ; 
and frequently faid he was willing to fufier this, and ten 
times more^ if it pleafed God to lay it upon him ; and beg* 
ged that we would pray that God might give him patience, 
only patience ! he faid he wanted nothing elfe ! and then ear- 
neftly prayed ** that God would cut ihort his work in righ- 
teoufnefs !" He faid <* he knew that God was working a 
great work for him, although he could not now fee the ne*- 
ceflity of his continuing the ftroke ; but trufted he ihould 
hereafter fee there was fufficient caufe, and that lie (hotj^ld 
havereafon to blefs God for it to all eternity/' 

When the fever fubfided, a decline immediately fucceed- 
ed, in which he languiflied for about eight weeks, holding 
faft that faith unto which he had attained, and at laft died in 

ce and love. (lis nature was quite exhauded, but his 
atth and patience endured the end* 

R. WEVH.L. 



T(^ tht Editor of the Vniverjalift" s MifccUany, 

DEAR Sir, 
On looking over your i ith Number, I find a correfpondent, 
whofe fignature is S. Thompfon, has returned an apfwer 
to my Qiieries on John i. 1,2, 3, 4, &c. 

1 THINK he bas argued the cafe well on the ground he 
has taken ; but am not fully convinced that the dodrinc 
of a plurality intbe Divine eflence is a miilake. For which 
reafon I fmcerely wiih that he would favour me with an an- 
fwer to the query at the clofe of this letter. 

I think our friend Su T. has miffaken my meaning in 
pages 406, 407, No. 9 ; fo|-he, in page 508, fuppofes I in- 
volved myfelf in an infurmountable difficulty, by acknovv- 
ledging the Word to be a diftinS Being from the Father. But 
^sl did not think To, I did not intend to fugged that the Lo- 
gos, or Word is a di(lin£t Being from him he is faid to be 
with, but" only the fame Being under a diiFerent mode ; there- 
fore a diftina objed to our conceptions. 

My foul or fpirit being endowed with a thinking faculty, 
or power, conceives, generates or produces a certain idea ; 
now to fay the idea and my foul, which concefvcd it, are two 

' ' diftina 
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diilindl objeds, is quite eafy to be compreKended ; but to fay 
they are^two diftind Beings^ would, I think, found ftrangc. 

Indeed, according to our friend, the fFord and God are 
not pnly diftinS objefb, but alfo very diftinft beings, the 
one being the infinite, eternal, and felf exiftent God, the 
other a creature which, under that view, though endowed, 
with fupreme power, appears little more than a point com- 
pared with the abfolutely eternal / AM. 

Our friend S* T. feems to think the do6lrine of eternal 
generation to be abfurd^ He goes upon this ground, namely, 
that the objeft or thing generated muft be pofterior, or after, 
that which generated it. This, doubtlefs, is true refpeft- 
ing dMfnitesj but doth it therefore neceffarily follow that it 
miift be fo with that being who is the infinite, omnipotent y eter^ 
nal God? Have we any rule to go by to proVe it muft be fo ? . 
God is a pure fpirit ; our fouls are alfo fpirits, which con- 
ceive, generiate, or produce ideas which are the images of. 
our minds : apply this to the Divine Being, who is neceffa- 
rily and abfolutely, eternal ; he therefore muft neceffarily 
conceive, generate, or produce in himfelf an infinite idea, or 
image, of his infinite perfedions. Forafmuch then as God 
had no beginning, this conception, generation, or produc- 
tion, could have none ; becauie what is properly effential to 
the Deity muft be abfolutely eternal. 

Now be it pbferved, that this idea or image of the Divine 
perfeftions being communicated or made known to creatures, 
is called his word in whatever mode it is conveyed. This 
is that word which I apprehend was made known, commu- 
nicated tinto, united with, and filled all the powers of ,///;« 
Who is in the Scripture called the beginning of the creation 
of God, and by whom, as an agent, he created all other 
beitigs : called alfo the word and the Son of God. This is . 
he likewife who took flefti of the Virgin ; for which reafon , 
it, or that ioly thing alfo is Called the Son of God. This is 
he who died for our fins afnd rofe again for our juftification, 
will alfo finifli the work w'hich his Father, gave him to do. 
That in the difpen^fation of the fulnefs of times, all things 
which are in hfeaven, in earth, and under the earth, fliall be 
gathered together or reheaded in him. That he fliall recon- 
cile /z// /A/«^j to the Father. That he will entirely exter- 
minate fin, with all its effefts and cohfequences, out of the 
iBhoU of the creation, fothat not the leaft trace or.veftige 
thereof fliall remain in the whole of God's domain, but all 
things fliall be made new. 

Vol. II. L I will 
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t will now propoft the query hinted at in the beginning 
of this letter, namely, Who, or what, is intended liy Ac 
Holy Ghoft, or Spirit, mentioned by Jefus Chrift to hi$ 
Difciples in John xiv. i6. — and xvi. 7, 13, itc. ? Is^he 
not evidently diftinguilbed from Jcfiis Chrift aftd the Fa- 
ther? ? If not, why did Jefus fay he would pray the Fa- 
ther, and he would fend HIM? that hitofelf would fend 
HIM? Jefus Chrift told his difciples that when HE, the 
Spirit of Truth, was come, HE would lead them 4nto all 
truth ; that HE would not fpeak of HIAfSELF^bnt what 
HE heard that (hould H^ fpeak. That //£ (hall, faith 
Jefus, take of the things of mine and (hew them unto you, 
&c. &c. 

Now if the meaning of the above woi^ of Jefus Chrift 
were only to inform them, that when he was aicended to th^ 
Father, that God would, by his fpirit or power, Ulnnnimite 
their minds in"fuch an abundant manner as had never been 
done before, both for their own comfort and ail other believ- 
ers, to the end of the world — 1 fay, if this was the defign, 
could it not have been exprefled in fuch words iis wouW na- 
turally convey that idea, without making ufe of fdch per- 
fonal pronouns, and fo often repeated, as have a natural 
tendency to lead us into miftakes? 

Hoping S. T. will anfwer the above, I remain both hi^ 
and your fincere friend, 

SuUon, Sh Mary's, Dec. 16, 1797.. T. F. 

P. S. In No. 19, page 409, there is a que(Hon o|i In6iiite 
Power, fcnt by me when I fent the queries on John*i. 1^4. 
&c. I wi(h S. T wo»id attend to it, and inform us wheithec 
any other thing can be intended thaii* that idea or im^ge^ ^ 
of the infinite perfections of the Qeity as mentioned ia the 
above letter ? 

See Ramfay's Philofophical Prki(^ples of Natur^ and |le- 
ycalcd Religion, Vol.1. Prop. 9, 10^ 11. 



To the Editor of the Univerfali/i* s Mifi^llanj. 



SIR, 



IT is a painful thought to nse that any thing I write, ihould 
have even the appearance of feeking to difhonour the 
l>le(red Jefusy to whofe love I am fo moch ipdtbt^, and 
^ whofi^ 
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whofe name and charader I reverencCf and would defire to 
knitate, but being perfuaded there can be no title truly ho- 
iKHirable or acceptable to him, whofe particular errand was 
to bear witnefs to the truths but what is founded in truth, I 
fittlly regardlefs of the reproach of men, perfevere in tITe 
glorious taflc for which the Jews of old were called, and for 
which Chrid came into the world, viz. bear witnefs to the 
tmity of God ; that there is one God and none other but he» 
and that Jefus is the Son of God. 

Two letters have appeared in your Mifcellany entitled. 
Deity of Chrift, intended as an anfwer to mine on John i. i. 
&c. The firft of which I (hall reply to at this time, and re- 
fcrve my anfwer to the fecond for another letter. The firft 
thing that (irikes my attention is Ibme general refiedions on 
the Arian dodrine and its confequences, with an attempt to 
traduce reafon, and thereby, in my opinion, undermine the 
gbnous fabric of Chriftianity ; for if Chriftophilus can prove 
its do^rines are unteafonable, I would renounce it that mo- 
ment ; for why fliould I believe that in preference to Pagan- 
ifm, Mahometanifm, or Deifm, but becaufe it is more rea- 
fonable i t^r if I or C. were to attempt to bring either of 
them over to Chriftianity, we ihould firft endeavour to prove 
the reafonablenefs of fuch a change. But I have obferved, 
with regret, that reafon is contended for with unbelievers, 
while it is denied to the Chriftian ; indeed, Sir, a nice di- 
fttndion is attempted to be fet up, that there is nothing in 
Revelation contrary to, but many things above reafon. Now 
it will be neceflary to enquire into the truth of this fentiment, 
fofpectousin its appearance, and fo calc^ dated to deceive the 
unwary. We are coQimanded to fearch the fcriptures ; furely 
^more muft be meant than merely reading them, or receiving 
implicitly the opinions of others ; fearching muft imply an 
earneft endeavour to find out for ogrfelves, and to underftand 
the truths contain^ therein ; and what faculty can we em- 
ploy for this purpofe but that which is commonly called rea- 
fon, whereby we are capable of thinking, reflefting, com- 
paring, and judging of things; indeed reafon, as well as 
revelation, are the gift of God, from whom every good and 
perfed gift cooteth ; and I am perfuaded no man is againft 
cither reafon or revelation, till he finds they are againft him^ 
but it is faid there are many things in Revelation above rea- 
fon ; if fo, thcfe things are no article of my faith, for a 
righteotis God can never make the belief of any thing I can- ^ 
Bot underftand eftential to my falvation* I believe in a God 

h % fclf- 
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felf-cxiftenty .independent, &c. becaufe it is revealed, and it 
is exceedingly reafonable, that he that is the firft caufe of all 
things muft be fo ; but how he is fo is not revealed, and 
therefore is not an article of my faith. It may be faid, if 
God v^ere to reveal how he exi(ts of himfelf, a finite being 
could not comprehend it, it would be above hi^reafon ; this 
I do not know to be a truth, but if it (hould be fo, that, in 
all probability, is the reafon why he has not made it an ar- 
ticle of my faith. That there is a God is revealed,^ and 
now it is revealed it is no longer above my reafon, but it is 
eflential to my falvation to believe it, for he that cometh to 
God muft believe that Tie is, not how he exifts. 

Now, to illuftrate what I have been faying, fuppofe any 
man were to meet me and tell me my houfe was on fire ; if 
I had a houfe, it would not be above my reafon to believe it 
' was fo, if I had confidence in the man who told me ; but if, 
to the beft of my knowledge, I had no houfe, it would be 
above my reafon, nay it would feem to contradidl it, there- 
fore could not give offence if I did not believe it ; but if be 
revealed and proved to me that though I did not know I 
had a houfe, yet a friend had died and left me one, and 
that houfe was on fire, the difficulty would be removed, and 
that vvhich before was above reafon, and not an article of 
faith, is now ftriSly reafonable, and entitled to my belief: 
So it is with Revelation ; there are many things which woiild^ 
have been above reafon to difcover, but being revealed are' 
no longer above reafon, but agreeable thereto, and there- 
fore articles of faith. " It is aflced, who can comprehend the 
manner of the operation of the Holy Spirit uppn the heart 
in regeneration, feeing our Lord likens it to the blowing of the 
wind?" Here I would anfwer, our Lord does not fay the'manner 
of theoperation of the Spirit upon the heart is like the blowing 
of the wind, but the perfon who is regenerate, or born again ; 
'''fo is every one who is born of the fpirit :'* John iii. 8. Agree^ 
able to that faying *< your life is hid with Chnft in God," 
and " the fpiritual man" (he that is bdrn of the Spirit) "dif- 
cerneth all things, while he himfelf is difcerotid. of no man." 
As to the manner of the operation of the Spirit it is no myf- 
tery, but clearly revealed ; when our Lord promifes the 
Spirit, he fays it " (hall convince the world of fin,of righ- 
teoufnefs^ and of judgment;" and " faith cometh by hiear- 
ing;" therefore the Spirit of God, which is the mind of God 
in his word, afls in a reafonable way, by convincing our 
judgments that we are finners, exhorting us to feck for 

' V _ jufti- 
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juftiiication through Jefus Chrift, becaufe God has appoint- 
ed a day in which he will judge every man according to his 
works. Thus it is by the motives of the gofpel that amazing 
change is wrought in every man who is bom again ; being 
bora again, not of corruptible feed but of incorruptible, by 
the woind of God, i Pet. i. 23, which appears fo Orange to 
every unregenerate man, that he muft be born again before 
he can underhand, or thus enter into the kingdom of God. 
Again it is faid, the doftrine of the refurreftion is abov6 rea- 
fon ; who can defcribe the manner and circumftances of it ? or, 
who would ever have known it if it had not been revealed ? 
To this I fay, that which is revealed can be no longer a 
myftery (things that are revealed belong to us and to our chil- 
dren, hidden things to God), nor above reafpn, for it can- 
not be faid to be revealed to me unlefs I can comprehend it, 
though I grant a faft may be revealed without the circum- 
ftances attending that fa£t ; but then the fa(^ alone is.an 
objeftpf faith, not the circumftances attending it ; but that 
is not the cafe in refped to the refurredlion, for Paul, in 
rpeaklng to Agrippa, a(ks, why it (hould be thought a thing 
incredible, or unreafonable^ that God ihould raife the dead ? 
So much for the faft ; now for the circumftances : In i Cor. 
15. Pkul fuppofes a perfon, having heard the faft, enquiring 
the circumftances, faying, how are the dead raifed, and with 
what body do they come ? But inftead. of anfwering it is 
above our reafon, we muft believe it though we cannot un- 
derftand it, he anfwers, ** thou fool,'* as though he would fay, 
if you had exercifed your reafon your difficulty would have 
been immediately removed. CI has attempted to throw an 
odium on Arianifm, as \i6 calls it, by faying it draws after 
it fo great a dcffedion of feveral of the firft principles of the 
gotpel, fuch as the fall of* man, the atonement by the blood 
pJF the crofs, and confequcntly the necefllty of regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit. To the laft I have already replied, and 
to the other two I muft fay fomething, though it would not 
furprife me, if in the giving up one error, many fliould fall 
' with it ; as for example : the giving up the idea that reafon 
had nothing to do with religioti, was the means of bring- 
ing down tranfubftantiation, &c. &c. but the fallen ftate of 
men even Arians do not deny, for reafon and Revelation 
both bear teftimony to the truth of it ; but they hold it in a 
different manner to what profelTors of Chriftianity do in ge- 
neral ; for it is contended we all fell in Adam as our federal 
bead, and that his Cin^ in which we could have no hand, is 

imputed 
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imputed to us> hereby contiadiding, not only reafon hiii 
alfo the juilice and goodnefs of God (who has declared the 
fon (halt not bear the fin of the father, but that the foul that 
isnoeth it (hall die), and bringing in that do£lrine fo inimical 
to all pei[fonal hoHnefs, the imputation of Chrifi's obedience 
to us ; whereas the fcripture reprefents, that *^ as by one man 
fin entered into the world, and death by fin, fo death hatfa 
pa(fed upon all men ; for or becauje that all have finned,** 
and ihat as ** by or through the otfence of one many were made 
finners, even fo by the obedience of one (hall many be made 
fighteous ;** and as none are made righteous but thofe who 
hear of the obedience of Chrift and follow his example ; (b 
none are made finners by imputation, but by their own a& 
in following the evil example of Adaiti, the firft apoflate* 
In refped to the doSrine of the atonement, it is a word fij 
differently underftood by Chriftian$, that I cannot fay whe- 
ther I agree with C or not ; it is mentioned but once in the 
New TeftameQt, Rom. v. ii. ^* By whom we (believers) 
fcave received the atonement/' Here it is faid. believers re- 
ceive the atonement, not God^ and the margir^al reading is 
Teqonciliation : now if by atonement is meant out^ reconct^ 
liationto God through the blood of the crofs, I beKeve and 
rejoice in it ; . but if it is intended that Chrift died to appeafe 
the wrath of God, to fatisfy divine juftice, and to mal&s God 
me/ciful and reconcile him to us, I cannot believe it,becaufe 
God is unchangeable ; he ever was, he ever muft be, merci-t 
ful and good ; and the death of Chrid is not the caufe but 
the effed of God's love, for God fo loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten fon, &c» C. wi(hes I had confidered 
the Deity of Chrift as not contrary to, but above reafbn ; 
perhaps I may be led to do fo when he can (hew me that the 
following things, conneded with the Deity of Chrift;are not 
contrary to, but only above reafon. Deity in the womb, 
lucking at the breaft, growing in (tature and knowledge^ 
hungering, praying, being in an agony, made perfed through 
fufFerings, emptying himfelf, dying, rifing, afcending, l»- 
ing exalted at the right hand of Deity, recehjirtg power and 
dominion, and afterwards rcfigning it and being fubjeS. to 
him who gave it him, thefe things can never be faid of 
Deity without contradiding reafon ; though it might of the 
moft exalted derived fpirit j who itiight have his powers fo 
dimini(hed as to depend on the nKiturity of bodtly organs, and 
for the exerci(e of them might experience change of place or 
eircumihnces; but it would be the higheft pitch of folly to 
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hj die fame of Deity. C» goes on to introduce a dialogue 
b^ween an Atheift and a yery fooli(b Deift» who might tipoo 
that occafion have ufed Paul's argument with fucce(S| 
Rom. i. lo. '^ For the iavifible things of God from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly feen, being underilood by the 
^ings that ^xe made, even his eternal power and Godhead." 
} do not know what kind of Deifts C. has met with, for 
my part } never found them fuch fools. As to his not find- 
ing his confequence hurt, or the dignity of his nature in- 
fuhed, by believing what he does not underftand, I take this 
pppoxtunity of telling him, I do not envy him his happinefs ; 
he is not alone, the whole body of Papifts, Pagans, and Ma- 
hometans, nay even the Athenians who worftiiped the un- 
known Qod, thank him for the apology, and recognize the 
()riDciple he lays down as belonging to them and their fore- 
fathers. C. fuppofes why I rcjeft the Deity of Chrift is, 
begaufe I cannot underftand how they can both be truly God ; 
by his own confeflion they are two diftin£t beings, for whaa 
can be truly God but he that is the firft caufe, but he whd 
is felf-exiftent and independent ? and if both are truly God» 
there muft be two firft caufes, two felf-exiftent and two in^ 
dependent Gods, in exprefs contradidion to what our Lonl 
has faid, that the Father is the only true God. I think I 
have proved in my fcn-mer letter that thefe charaders do not 
bdong to Chrift, therefore he cannot be truly God in the 
fenfe the Father is, but a derived and dependent being ; and 
though C. laughs at the idea of a creating creature, he has 
brought no argument to prove it abfurd, contrary to, or above 
reafon, that God (hould give power to a creature to create ; 
and I think his prefumption muft be, if poflible, greater than 
(lis credulity, were he to fay God could not give that power 
to a creature; for Chrift fays, with God all things are pof* 
fibie ; and when Paul afcribes creation to Chrift, he calls 
him the firft-born of every creature. 

And ROW, having anfwered his principle aflertions, I wiB 
fBXamine the texts of fcripture he has brought to fupport his 
caMre"; but I muft confeifs I think he has taken a deal of 
pains to no purpofe ; becaufe a man may be a good chriftian 
without believing any of the myfteries he is fo concerned 
about, as he would have found, if he had confidered i John 
iv. 15. ** Whofoever (hall confefs tlmt Jefus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him and he in God." The firft paC. 
&|ge he quotes, is John i. i. << In the beginning was the 
^ord, and the word was with God, and the word was God." 

lanTwer, 



80 THE U<N1VERSALIST's MISCELLANY. 

I anfwcr, the word God, as I have proved before, is a re- 
lative term, and figniBcs one that has dominion or power, 
aad is properly applied to Chrift. If we follow Paul's rule, 
that though there be Gods many both inheaven and in e^^rth, 
yet to us there is but one God, even (he Father, of whom arc 
all ihings. But 'it is faid, all things wc;-e made by him, and 
was there any creature exifting before any thing was made ? 
I anfwer, all things are faid to be put under Chrift. Wbuld 
any 'one aflc, is God put under Chrift ? becaufp, if all things 
arc put under Chrift, can there be any thing which is not 
put under him r But the Apoftle has cleared up the difficul- 
ty by faying, it is evident he is excepted who did put all 
things under him ; fo here it is as evident, he, Chrift,. is ex- 
cepted, who did make all things, and alfo that God created 
all things by Jefus Chrift : for as well as there is one Gocf 
of whom arc all things, there is one Lord Jefus Chrift by or 
through whom, as the agent in the hand of God, are all 
things ; and as a proof that the Apoftle John confidered 
0)rift as entitled to the name, God, only in the fenfe I have 
defcribed, in the fame chapter he declares, no man hath feen 
God at any time. The next paflage is Heb. iii. 4. " Every 
houfe is built by fome man, but he that built all things is 
God ;" . it is evident Paul does not mean Jefus Chrift, be- 
caiife he fays in the firft verfe, " Jefus was faithful to hiai 
-wha apipointed him, as alfo was Mofes in all his houfe ; 
(the three following verfes ought to be read in a parpntheds 
and then it would explain itfelf) but Chrift as ia Son over 
bis own houfe, whofe houfe are we/* alluding to the church: 
But it is argued, the Apoftle fays He that built all things is 
God — Jefus Chrift built all things, therefore Chrift is Godl 
'If that reafoning were admitted, I misht reafon thus, God 
the Father created all things — Chrift ts faid to create all 
things, therefore Chrift is (Sod the Father : Again, he quotes 
Ifaiah vi. 5. " Mine eyes have feen the King, Jehovah of 
Hofts," and compares it with John xii. 41. " Thefe things 
faid Efaias when he faw his glory ami fpake of him." I 
think it Is very clear, that when Ifaiah faw in his viftpn the 
glory of God, he forefaw the glory in which Chrift was ta 
be revealed, and that the Apoftle alludes to that, and not to 
the perfon he faw ; but if my opponent will have it that it 
was the perfon of Jefus Chrift, then I argue from, that cir- 
cumftance, Chrift is not God, for no man hath fcen God, 
neither can fee him. Again, he produces Pfalm Ixxviii. 5. 
*' They tempted and provcAcdUic Moft High God^* com- 
t pared 
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j^ared wkh i Cor. x. $. << Neither let ni^ tempt Chriftes 
they alfo tempted." It will be found i^oa an attentive 
perulal of thefe paflages, that they relate to difierent periods, 
one to the time they were in the wildernefs^ the other aftet* 
they had been fettled in the land of Canaan and rebelled 
againft God ; and the Moft High is never afcribed to Chrtft; 
and if it was^ muft prove the Father to be inferior to him 
the Son, for if there arc two Gods, and one is the Moft 
High, the other mull be fubordinate, and however high, not 
the Moft High. The next paflTages, Rom. i. 25. and Deut. 
X* i7« only need to be examined to fee they relate to the 
Father* As to Titus iL 13. " We look for the appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift," I think the 
Apoftle has dearly made the diftin£tion by the word, nnd^ pur 
Saviour Je(bs Chrift ; and indeed the iVords God our Saviour 
is never applied to Chrift but to the Father always; and 
when it is faid the Lord our Saviour, it is always fpoke of 
Chrift agreeable to the rule laid down by this Apoftle to us, 
^' There is but one God, even the Father, of whom are all 
things, and one Lord Jefus Chrtft by or through whom are 
ail things; and he has clearly made the diftin^iion, Titus iii. 
4, 6. *< The love of God our Saviour, which he (bed abun^ 
dantly on us through Jefus Chrift our Saviour :" befide the 
great God being in the Old Teftamcnt the charaSer of 
the Father, Dcut. x. 17. 2 Sam. vii. 2a. a Chron. ii. 5^ 
Neh. ix. 3a. Job xxxvi. 26. Pfal. Ixxxvi, 10. Jcr. xxxii, 
18. and in the new, never applied to Chrift but the Father, 
Rev. xixr 17. In refped to the objeAion, we do not look 
for the appearance of the Father but the Son : to this I fay, 
he that feeth Qirift feeth the Father, not that any man hath 
feen the Father, but his reprefentativc : the fame as it is 
fa|d, he that receiveth a difcipic receiveth Chrift,. and* he 
that receiveth Chrift, receiveth him who fent him, and God 
fliall judge the world by that man whom he hath appointed^ 
even Jefus. As to the text *' By him were all things creat- 
ed, and by him all things confift,*' from Coloffians i. I have 
partly ahfwered in ray former letter, and will only refer C. 
to the connexion of ihe paflage for an explanation of itfclf; 
whera it fays, " it pleafed the Father that in him (liould all 
fiihicfs d«^ell ;** fo that Paul did not think it abfnrd to af- 
fcribe thefe things to a being dependant on the pleafure of 
another for all thofe powers, however great they might be, 
which he poffeifed. The nsxt paffage I need take tiotice of, 
and wittch^ if I prove to relate to the Father and not to the 
Vol. IL M Son, 
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Son, overturns all the others cot) neded with tt^ is Ifa« xKpr 
5, S. The only means I fhall ufe to fliow who it relatesr to, 
. inall be doing what C. if he had aded with candour, would 
have done, quote not only the 5th and 8th verfes, but 5, 6, 
■ 7, and 8, and requcft mv readers to perufe that chapter with 
attention. ** Thus fattn God the Lord, he that created the 
** heavens, and ftretched them out, he that fpread forth the 
" -earth and that which comcth out of it, he that giveth breath 
** to the people, and fpirit to them who walk therein ; I^ 
'< the Lord, have called thee in Righteouffiefs and will hold 
** thine hand, and will give thee for a covenairt to the peo- 
** pic, for a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, 
•< to bring out the prifoner from the prifon houfe, &c." *<I 
•* am the Lord, that is my name, and my glorjr will I not 
** give to another:" Now the perfon fpeaking, and the per- 
fon fpoken to, cannot be the fame ; and if the perfpn fpo« 
ken to is Jefus ChrHl, as is admitted by aU'Chriftiatis, then 
the perfon fpeaking muft be the Father ; and Paul quotes^ 
Word for word, part of fix verfes of this chapter, and ap- 
plies it to Chrift, Afts xxvi. 23. 

I truft I have now proved to the fatisfadion of every can-* 
did enquirer, that what is faid of Chrift proves clfearly, . that 
to believe Chrift to be truly God, in the fame fcnfe as the 
Father, is not only above, but contrary to, reafon ; and that 
even where afts of Deity fcemed to be afcribed to him, it 
wa^ all by the power, and to the glory of God the Father ; 
to whom, as the only wife God, I would afcribe all honour, 
might, majefty, and dominion, through Jefus Chrift ouc . 
Lord, Amen. 

SAMUEL THOMPSOX. 

Upper Eaji Smithfidd, « 
Jan. 13, 1798. 
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EXTRACTS, &c. ON THE RESTORATION. 

To the Editor of the U/itver/ali/i's MifceUany. 

I) ear Sir^ 

S you had the goodnefs to infert in your Mlfcellany the 



other pieces I fent you, I take the liberty to tranfmit 
you a few thoughts on a fubjed which I make no doubt will 
be acceptable to the majority of your readers. 

I am the more encouraged to fend you the fallowing ob- 

fcrvaftions. 
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fervftttors. as you mention on the covers of your Mifceilanj 
that in that work is designed to be given *- the argument$ in 
general ufe for and agaiad the Dodrine of the Rc&oration»'* 
and that any new light that might be obtained upon this or 
u^ other divine tnitbf would by that vehicle, be both pre* 
ierved and conveyed to mankind. 

It is with a great deal of pteafure that I have lately read 
in your Mifcellany feveral extraAs from the Arminign Ma- 
gazine, which tead to ihew that the writers of thole pieces 
and the principal preachers among the Methodifts, (who hgvc 
made them their own by adopting them in their Magazine) 
do in £ad believe in that very dodrine, namely, the 6nal effi« 
cacjr, as well ^ the univerfality of the death of Chrift, which 
they now pretend to deny. And that when they are not per- 
baps.aware of it they cannot help fpeaking and writing the ge^ 
nuine fentiments of their mind, which fentiments i will take 
upon me to fay, are favourable to the doctrine of the Uni- 
verfal Reftoration, if they had bu; courage tp avow it, and 
nothing but policy hinders them from avowing it. In proof 
of which I (hall add, that not only in their writings, but 
likewife in their preaching, they frequently ([ will do them 
the juftice to fay, I believe it is unawares) deliver fenti- 
met^s which, if words have any meaning, convey a belief 
in the doArine of the ReftoVation. 1 could adduce many ex-^ 
pre(fions made ufe of by them to that'eflFeA, but one (hall 
fuffice, which I heard from Mr. AdamClarkt who, with 
Mr. Bradburn are the mo(l (Ireauoiis oppoiers of Mr. Win- 
chefter's dodrjne, and the former of whom takes occafion as 
often as poffible to pour every invedive upon it. I heard 
that Gentleman, at their Chapel in WeQ-ftreet, Seven Dials, 
on Sunday morning, January 2i, 1798, when preaching 
from Mark ^, 20. fpeaking of the inherhance of the faints, 
he obferved " that this inheritance (hould be poiTefled by all 
for whom Chriftdied," or words to that effeft. Now, Sir, 
when w<e recur to Mr. Clarke's known fentiments, namely, 
that Chriftdied for every man. the conclufion we muft na- 
turally draw f^fom this expredion is, that at leaft all human 
hings (hall at lafl be faved. 

Since writing the above, I happened to take up an odd 
Dumber . of the Arminian Magazine, vl?;. for Auguft, 1784, 
and upon running over the contents, I obferved an KfTay 
*f on God's univerfal love.** Curiofity led me to read it» as 
I wondered how fuch a fubjedl (hould find its way into th^ 
!&nniniin Magazine, ^nd upon reading it, was flill inpre 

M 2 furprifed 
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furprized at finding the dodrine of << the Reftitution of aQ 
beings to their primitive innocence^ purity, order, and per* 
feftion" ftrongly infilled on : The tollowing extraA from 
Ms Eflay will evince the truth of my obfervation. 
• •* All other nations have only imperf^£k glimpfes, rays^ 
and veftiges of true wifdom, and of the hidden fcience of th« 
Saints ; but in the pale of the vifible church, and in the fa- 
cted oracles entruftedto its confervation. are to be found the 
entire complete knovrledge of God and Providence, of n^a's 
|ii1mitiye innocence and pref<^nt degradation, of the oecono- 
tny of the invifible world, of God Man, head and high prieft 
m allinteUigent natures ; of the neccffity, efficacy, and extm- 
Jhn of our Saviour's death and fufFerings ; of the true means 
of re-uniting the foul to God by prayer, mortification, and 
felf-denial ; of the divine virtues,. Faith, Hope and Charity^ 
^hich cannot be produced in the foul but by the immediate 
operation of the eternal word ; of the fublime happinefs 4^- 
ftined.for us in a future ftatc ; and of the rejiituthn ef aif 
ieings to their primitive innocence^ purity order ^ andpetfe^ion \ 
and in fine, of the facred Sexenary fo fublime, fo reafonable, 
fo luminous in its principles, fo ancient in its origin, and fo 
beautiful in its confequetices. Thoitgh thefe facred trutltt 
have been degraded, altered, obfcured, and disfigured by the 
fchoolmen of the Chriilian mythologifts ; ^nd though Tome 
faint veftiges of tliem may be difoovered in the ttadition of 
all nations, yet they are to be found no where pure, entire, 
and uncorrupted in any fyftem of philofophy ; in ^ny plan of 

Saganifm ; or in any ancient books but the facred oracles of 
le old and new Teftament, depofited in, entrufted to, amj 
preferved by, the true Chriftian church, whofe advantages 
and privileges are .therefore far fuperior to thofe of any other 
communion, God however is ftlll the common Father of 
fpirits, and has left no nation without aq inward teftimony 
wrote in theif hearts, by which they may know and prac- 
tife the eternal law of love, order and juftiee, prayer, mor-? 
rification, and felf-denia) ; fupernatural fajth, hope, and cha- 
rity, alone necef&ry to falvation." 

I (hould not have troubled you with an extraft of foch 
length, as three lines would have anfwered my purpofe, had 
it not been in order that your readers might fee the c^nnexioi^ 
\pi which they ftood, and therel^y be able to judge whether 
riie words I have pointed out, do or do not imply a belief \x\ 
tfie doSrine of the reftoration. 
^s \ obfcrv^d before, \\ w^5 acci^tally I mel with this 

p^flagei 
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fdbg^ I doubt noe'but I could find maay of a Uke ten- 
dency wer^ I to le^ch their Magazines through. I hiive but 
juft glanced over the i6th volumey and have difcovereda 
piece of poetry written exprefsly on the Reftoration of all 
Things, by Mr. Cowper, extrai^ed from the ad vol. of his 
Poems, and inferted in the Arminian Maga^^ine* vol. i6, 
p. 556.- entitled *^ The groans of the creation (hall have an 
end— a view taken of the Reftoration of all Things^^an in- 
vocation, and invitation of him who flull bring it to pafs :" 
About the ipiddle of which Poem is contained the following 
lines; 

— -Heavenward all things tend. For aB were once 
Perfvct, and all must be at length restored. 
So God has greatly purposed. 

Thus, Sir, you obferve, that while thefe people are thun- 
dering from the pulpit anathemas againft the glorious truth 
which you promulgate, their writings abound with declara- 
tions in favour of it. • It furely becomes them to reconcile 
thefe contradictions if they ^re (kilful enough to do it. It 
becomes them either to (hew that thefe pafTagcs in their 
works do not favour our fyftem, orelfe todifown them pub- 
lickiy ; until they do the one or the other, I am fure they will 
pot efcape the cenfure of every honeft and upright n*an who 
defpifes duplicity, efpecially in minifters of the gofpel : and 
who cannot be reconciled to men who efpoufe one fet of doc- 
trines from the pulpit and another from the prefs. 

I am fure. Sir, that you nor any one who knows me, will 
accufe me of bearing any animofity to thefe people I have 
been reprobating in this inftance. 1 have the greateft efteem 
for them as a fociety of Chriftians, and I have given a proof 
of that efleem by a late publication in their favour, wherein 
I have endeavoured to exculpate them as a body from many 
unju/i charges brought againft them ; but in the above in- 
ftance I think they are really to blame, and therefore ha^ 
taken the liberty to make thefe few animadverflons upon theif 
conduft. 

In the courfe of my reading, I have met with feveral 
paffagesin favour of the dodrine of the Reftoration, in many 
authors where one (hould deem it unlikely to meet witl| 
them. When I began this letter I intended to fend you an 
cxtrafl from an author that has been read as much any thaf 
1 know of; but as I have already increafed this epiftle to as 
great a length as I believe the bounds of your work will pcr» 
V[\U yoq to infert, J (hall defer fending it to you till another 

opportunity^ 
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Opportunity. I will alfo, from time to time, fend yoa fuch 
other cxtradls of the like nature as may occur, if you caia 
accept of them as coming within the limits ot your work* 
I am, Dcjir Sir, 

Yours, ice* 

J. H. PRINCE. 
LittU RtiffiUJImty Bloomfiury, 



To th Efl'tior of the VnlverfaliJT s Mijallany. 

DEAR Sir, 

IN the clofe of Mr. Winchefter's account' of part of his 
life, as contained in the laft liurnber ojf your nafcellany, 
we find that in America the churches profefling the doftrinp 
of the Univerfal Reftoratlon, met (by their reprefentatiyes) 
in convention, yearly, ^t Philadelphia ; and Mr, Winchefter 

{)rofeffed a wilh that the fame plan might be adopted in Eng^ 
and. The reafon of my thi.^ addrefling you. Sir, i^ the ob^ 
fervation you make on Mr. W/s wi(h, that *^ he did not 
live to fee that defireahlf event," by which I perceive you' ar^ 
of the fame opinion ; and copfider ^n event of that kind 
capable, under God, of facilitating the fpread of the tru^ 
gofpel ; and of courfe, that it is defireable. Now, if it b^ 
admitted that it is defireable, let usafk ourfelves this ferious 
queftion. — What is the reafon it has not taken place ? Is i% 
becaufe there are no churches capable of forming fuch % 
connexion? No. Is it then becaufe application has bcea 
made to them for that purpofe, and they have refufed ? No, 
What then is the reafon ? Let us frankly confefs — It is bct. 
'caufe there is, and has been, fuch a laflitude i^ thofe of u$ 
who firft embraced the doftrine from the lips of Mr. Win* 
dieftcr ; therefore it is now high time to awake from our 
idle dreams, and to roufe ourfelves into adlion, and while 
we enjoy fweet comfort and confolation from the gofpel of 
everlaiting love, to do all in our power to convey the fame 
blefling to others. What I have to offer at prefent is but 
Ihort, for I conceive it is quite fufficient to fuggeftthe hint 
and leave you to improve it. 1 am convinced that your time 
is already filled up, but from the fituaiion you hold among 
the Univerfal ifts, the taflc moft properly devolves upon you ; 
and when you have finifhed your arduous, thoi>gh no doubt 

pleafant, 
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fteafant, wotk here below, the Mag^ 'will reward you with 
a crowa oi glory which fadeth opt 'away. 

^Hic ooly ftep ttert! can now ' be taken, is to albortain the 
number of churches in ^ngland who pj^fifeft ihe dodrine, 
t(^ther with their -firuatioos in th^.cpuptry: this may be 

, eafify accomp1i(h&i]p as there is no, doubt but you are ac- 
((ualnted wi4l oSc^ of them yoirielf, and a letter in your 
:MifcellanEy'\containing a ^ft* (^ thofc you know, and ckfir- 
ing jf(^FCorrefpondei«I^Vo^nibrm you if there are any others) 
wpjiild difcover tfae^^hole. When this is done, a letter 
^ould be feot^tt^dtch church to know their mind on the bu- 

" fioefs, anddtm future proceedings muft afterwards be guided 
by thj^^oneral opinion. I leave what I have written to the fe- 
riojisconfideration of yotw judicious readers ; — and believe 

.pei Dear Sir, 

' 1 remaui yours in Cbriftian refped,. 

X. Y. Z. 



s 



To the Editor of the Univerfaltjrs MifcelJany. 

Sir, 

OME time fince, as I was reading the 15th chapter of 
_ I Cor. in reading the 13th verfe, " But if there be no 
refurredion of the dead, then is Chrift not rifen." It im- 
mediately (truck forcibly upon my mind, that the fenfe muft 
be the fame if the text was reverfcd thus " If Chrift is not 
rifen, then is there no refurredion of the dead." The con- 
nexion I thought confirmed it, particularly the 21ft verfe* 
** For fince by man came death, by man (i. e. Chrift) came 
alfo the refurreflion of the dead " Now the thoughts that 
crowded in upon my mind in this view of the text, were 
thefe, viz. If there had been no Saviour, there could have 
been norefurreftion of the dead ; and if no reftirreftion, 
there could have been neither happinefs or puniOiment in a 
rifen ftate ; becaufe there would have been no fuch ftate. 
And as moft denominations of Chriftians (fo called) believe 
in a punifhment of fome fort after the refurreftion — upon 
what bafis is that punifhment built? is it not upon the re-, 
iiirrection of Chrift ? or is not Chrift the procuring caufe of 
fuch punilhment ; feeing upon this hypothefn there could 
have been no fuch ftate without a Saviour ? The main point 
of my enquiry in this, is, that if that God difhonouring doc- 
trine called endlefs mifery is a truth, would not the non- 
Elect 
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£lect (facalled) have been thuch betttr off without a SaViodf 
than with one? And if fo» how can that paflage in John be 
leconciledy <* I came into the world not to condemn the 
worlds but that the workL through me toieht be (aved?'' an4 
with ** bchdd I briog you glad tidifigs or great joy,- which 
fliall be to all people ?" and alfo, if there had been no SavU 
our, and (inners defervc endlefs mifery, how would finners 
have met wiih their juft deferts without a Saviouir ? Perhaps 
my common fenfe mode of reafoning, when inveftigated 
theologically, may be cad out a^ unworthy of notice ; be it 
fo ; I fliall meet with no difappointment or mortification, 
for I have wrote only with a view of being ferviceable, if 
poffible. And as I belong to no feft pr party whatever, but 
worfhip God according to the didates of my own conlgience^ 
and Itarid entirely unconnefted with the religious world, JL 
beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 

A FREE MAl* IN CHRIST- 



SINGULAR SHIPWRECK OF AN ENGLISH 
VESSEL NEAR SPITSBERGENa 

JOHN CORNELIUS, ofManiken, being orired upon 
the whale fiftiery in the year 1646, left the Texel on the 
6th of May, and on the 3d of June arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Spitfbergen, but was prevented from anchoring in 
the Bay by the (hoals of ice. Accordingly he kept out to 
fea \ and chancing to difcover two whales in the offing, he. 
fent his (loop well manned in purfuit of them. 

While they were rowing up and down, watching an ,op \ 
portunity to make a fuccefsful attack upon one of thofe enor- 
mous creatures, they difcovered a large ice flioal floatirig at 
a diftance with fomething. white upon it, which they fup* 
pofed to be bears ; but EUert Johnfon, the harpooner, in- 
fifting it was fomething elfe, and that it was in motion, per- 
fuaded them to row up to it. To which propofal, after 
fome altercation, they artented, and perceived it, on a nearer 
view, to be a fort of fignal of diftrefs waved by a man. 

This difcovery induced them to approach it as faft as they 
could, and there, to their great furprife, they found foat 
living men and one dead. By their, language they knew 
them to beEnglifti ; they took them into the flcop, and con^ 

veved 
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vqrcdihcm on board their fliip io the Bay. They were at 
3t this time reduced to the laft extremity by hunger and coM, 
having had nothing to feed upon for fome time before th^y 
law the floop but a leathern belt, which they had dirided 
i^o equal (hares, and eaten up. The fuigeon took- all the 
care he could to recover them, but three of |hem died, in 
fpite of all his endeavours, in ^re or fix days after their be- 
ing brought on board ; the fourth alone (urvived, who was 
brought to Delft, upoiT the Meufo^ in September 1646, 
from whence he got a paflage home to Englaind. 

The account he ga*'e was, that their vefel being wredcod 
on that ice (hoal from which he was taken, the crew con- 
fiding of forty-two men, faved themfelves upon it, with 
fome tools, viduals, and their Hoop : that they cut a deep 
hole like a cave in the ice, blocking it round the mouth with 
fucli pieces as they diig up, to fheiter them from the wind 
and waves^ which intention it, in fome meafure anfwered, 
^nd that in this hole they burrowed fourteen days. 

In a few days the commander^ thinking it ifnpo(iy}1e 
that they (hould furvive long upon this (hoal, refolved, 
with feveiKeen of his men, to make land with the iloop, 
gnd fend her off for the reft with an account of his fuccefs. 
But as it blew a hard ftorm foon .after, and they never heard 
more of them, there was reafon to believe they perilhed before 
they reached the (hore. 

Twenty-four of them remaining ftjU on the ice, and pro- 
vifions growing daily more fcanty, fo that they were reduced 
to a famiihing condition, and fcarcely hoped for any relief 
from any thing but death, they refolved to feparate and quar- 
ter upon different (ho^ls, in hope that by fome lucky turn of 
fortune they might be driven to land But whether they 
Vere taken up by any other fliijis, or whether they reached 
the ftjore, was never known. ^ 

It^ is moft likely, indeed, that they were fwallowed up 
))y the ocean ; for John Cornelius ordered his floop upon a 
cruize in fearch of the furvivors, but without any fuccefs. 

Melancholy as the fate of thefc men muft appear, this is 
only one of the many inftances of diftrefs in which northern , 
voyages, above all others, are prolific. Scarcely a feafon 
P^ifes without the lofs of lives and Ihips, and frequently at- 
tciided with circumft^nces of peculiar calamity. 
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To the Editor of the Vniverfalijf $ Mijceltany, 

SIR, 

ON reading the thirteenth of Matthew, and thirteenth Q|f 
Luke, I pbferved the Parable of the Leaven. By this 
three meafurqs of meal there defcrihed, I thought it pointed 
to the Reftoration ; and on referring to Mr. Wefley's note;s 
on the New Teftamcnt, he fays, "Thus will the gofpel 
leaven the world, and grace the Chriftian." Shall thank 
you, or any of your correfpondents, to give the meaning of 
the above Parable. 

It appears to me that the three meafures comprpbend 
tU mankind. Firft, the firft fruits. Secondly, the laved at 
the general judgment. Thirdly, thofe that will come out of 
great tribulation. Thu$ will the whole be leavened, an4 
God will be ail in all. 



A REMARKABLE ANECDOTE OF THE LATE 
MR. JAMES HERVEY. : 

BEING one day on a journey, a lady, who happened to 
be in the fame carriage with him, was expatiating in 
a very particular manner on the amufements of the ftage, as 
being, in her eftcem, fuperior to any other pleafures. Among 
other things (he faid, there was the pleafure of thinking on 
the play before fhe went; the pleafure fhe enjoyed, when 
there ; and the pleafure of ruminating upon it when on her 
bed at night. Mr. Hervey (who fat and heard her difcoiirfe 
without interrupting her), when (he had concluded, faid to 
her in a mild manner, that there was one pleafure n\orc, 
.befides what (he had mentioned, which (he had forgot. 
What can that be ? faid ihe, for fure I have included every 
pleafure when I have confidered the enjoyments' beforehand 
—at the time — arid afterwards. Pray, Sir, what is it? 
To which Mr. Hervey, with a grave look, and in a manner 
peculiar to himfelf, ahfwered, ** Madam, the pleafure that 
It will give you on your death -bed." A clap of ilnmder, oc 
a flafh of lightning, could not have (truck herrwith more 
furprife ; the ftroke went to her very heart, and fhe had not 
one word more to fay, but feemed quite occupied in think- 
ing upon it. In ihort, the confequfence of that well-timed 
word, was, ^hat (he never went any more to the play-houfe, 
but became a pious vv^oraan, and a follower of thofe plea- 
fures 
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tures which would afiFord her true fatisfadion on her death- 
bed. May all who read this account^ and are lovers of the 
ftage, Gonfider ferioufly the pleafure the time fo fpent will 
give them on their death-bed; and if they judge it will af- 
ford them confolatioii at that hour, let \hem go on in fuch 
employ of their time ; but if not, may they feek for plea- 
fure in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift and him crucified ; 
whom to know is life eternal* 



MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 

THE National Debt is faid to be 400 millions fterling — 
What will "be the length of a firing of guineas equal 
in value to the faid fum ? and how broad will that path be 
which (ball be paved with them from London to Bath, which 
is 107 miles ? — Note, a guinea is ff of an inch in diameter. 

I AM offered a field 'for 120K a year; the four fides of 
which,, in fucccflive order, meafure 27 .30 — 50 — 32 and 
58.50 chains ; 'the meafure alfo taken from the corner be- 
twixt the former two fides and its oppofite is 78 chains. 
The queflion is, what is the land eftimated at per acre ? 

I HAVE a gold medal which weighs very exaSly 2 oz. 
Troy, or 960 grains; but if weighed whilft fufpended ii^ 
water, it is only 890 grains. Now, fufpeding it to be^ 
adulterated with copper, I took a oz. of pure gold, and the 
fame of copper, and immcrfing them feparately in water, I 
' found them to weigh 911 and 8^3 grains refpedivelyi What 
is the real quantity of gold in the medal ? , 

WHAT did the ball upon the top of St. Paul's church ' 
(which is fix feet in diameter) cofl, at the rate of is. 4d. pet 
toot fuperficial, and the gilding at 3 Jd. per inch fquare ? 
f ■ 

IF all the inhabitants of the earth were colle£led togethci^ 
into one circle (fuppofing them to be 1000 million), and aU 
lowing four feet fuperficial to each perfon, what will be the 
diameter of the faid circle ? and how high in the air muft ^ 
be raifed over the centre of the circle to take the whole into 
One vie w^ the earth being 25,000 milos^ la cixcumfi^enciflK ? 

' N a T$ 
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To the Editor of the UniverfaliJ? s MiJttUany. 

SIR, 

If the following Qtierics confift with your plan, I wiffi yoil 
to give theoi a place ^ foon as convenient. 

Your's, &c. A. Bir 

QUERIES ON THE NEW COVENANT, 

WE read in Jeremiah, chap, xxxi, vcrfcs 31, 32, a pfo- 
mife that the Lord would make a New Covenant 
with the whole houfe of Judah, and with the whole houfe of 
Ifrael? 

Firft Qitcry.—tiath that promife had its acconaplifliment > 
Or is it a difpenfation yet to take place ? 

Second. — Doth the Apoftlc in his Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
chap viii. feem to fpeak of it as a bkfliDg td be enjoyed in 
future?. 

Third. — Can it, in propriety ahd ti^th^' be itaiie to ap- 
pear, that by the above- rtertt toned covenant is meant the 
prefent Gofpel Difpenfation ? If fo, then 

Fourth. — What ivhok nation^ city^ town, or congregation of 
Chridians have at larg^ enjoyed it in its proper and fiilt 
meaning and' extenfive latitude ? 

; . • - <" . ■ 

■■','• , ' ■ ■ •' 

I^ATTER DAY GLORY ANTICIPATED- 

TO THE EDITOR- 
SIR> ' 

The following Anticipation of Latter Day Glory, ^hich 
you willfihd in the 244th page of Ifaiac Watti's Kfifcelte- 
neous Thoughts, is at your fervice to ipfert in your Mtf- 
ccllany, or rcjeft,. which you fee Aioft fit. 

O WHERE (hall that city (land whofe inhabitants fhatt 
traffic in intelledual treafurcs, and fet forth all their 
new improvements a^ acquifitions in open day-light, viri^th- 
out the danger of public penalties or reproach ? Wnere fnall 
that happy race of men be born who ihall feet truth with 
an cnbialted foul, and (hall fpeak it freely to mankind with* 
out the fear of panics or the odium of fingularity ? .When 
fhall that golden age arife in Great Britain in which ev^r^ 
rich geaius fliall produce his brightefl fentiments to the ho- 
nour of God and to the general profit of men, and yet ftarid 
exempted from comffion flander? When (hall the faCred 
mines of Scripture be digged yet dcs^per than ever, arid the 

hidden 



bidden riches thereof be brought out of their long obfeu* 
nxjt to adorn the doArine of God our Saviour ? O that 
thefe dark and^ ftormy days of party and prejudice were 
rolled away, that men would once give leave to their fellow 
Chrifiians to fpell out and read fome ancient and unknown 
glories of the perfon of Chrift, which are contained in Scrip- 
ture, and to unfold fome hidden wonders of his gofpel the 
wifeft of men k^ow yet but in part, and it is always poffible 
to grow wifer, at lead on this fide Heaven ; but public pre- 
judice is a friend to darknefs, nor could ignorance and error, 
without this iKieid, have defended their thrones fo long 
among creatures of reafon, under the light of divine fun* 
beams. I am yours, &c. 

■ ■ UP I * ■ " I 



THE KNJFE, 

A Trefentfent hy a Gentleman to bis fVife on the Annmrfary of' bis ff^eddmg 
Daji and aflet^uards a Ring on the feme Oaafim. 
A KNIFE, dtargirl, ctit« love they fay j 
■^ Mccr modem love perhaps it may j 
For any tool, of any kino. 
Can (eparate what neW was joinM. 

The E!nlfe that cut» oar love in two ' 

Will have much tougher work to do i 
Mud cut your ibfinefs, worth, and fpirit, 
Down to the fize of vulgar merit. 
To level your^s with modem tafte 
Muft cut a world of fenfe to wafte \ 
And from your fiogle beauties* ftore. 
Clip what would dizen out a fcorc* 
'!f he felf-famc blade from me muft fever 
Scnfation, judgment, fight for ever j 
All memory of endearments paft. 
Ail hopes of comfort long to lad \ 
All that makes fourteen years with you 
A fummer— and a (hort one too ; 
All that affcAion feels and fears, 
' When hours without you fecm like years. . 
Till that be done — and I'd as foon 
fierieve this Knife will clip the moon— 
Accept my prefent, undeterrM, . ' 

And leave their prQvei1)s to the herd, 
Ifin a kifs, delicious treat, ^ 

Vour lips acknowledge the recerpr, 
Love, fond of fuch fubftantial fare. 
And proud to play tile glutton there. 
All thoughts of cutting will difdlin, 
^ ^ Save only—- cm and come againV 
- ^ ^ THE 
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THE RING. 

«< npHEE, Mary, wkh this Ring t wedj*' 

* So (xteen years ago I faic^. 
BehoM another Ring 9 for what > 
«« To wed thee o'er again ? why not V* 
With the firft Ring I married youth, 
Grace, beauty, innocence, and truth, 
Tafte long admir*d, fenfe long rcrcrM^ 
And all my Molly then appeared. 
If (he> by merit iince difciosM, 
Prov'd twice the woman I fupppos'd, 
I plead that double merit now 
To juftify a double vow. 
Hear then to-day with faith as fart^ 
With ardour as intenfe and pure, 
As when amidft the rite divine 
I toolc thy troth and plighted mhe: 
To thee, fweet eirU my fecond Ring 
A token and a pledge I bring j 
With this I wed; 'till Death us part. 
Thy riper virtues to my heart : 
Thole virtues, which before untryM, 
The wife has added to the bride : 
Thbfe virtues, whofe progreflive claim. 
Endearing wedlock's very name, 
My foul enjoys, my fong approves. 
For Confcieuce fake as well as Love's. 



MONTHLY OCCURRENCES, 



March i. 

BY the Paris Journals which ar- 
rived ytfterday vire learn that Buo- 
naparte, after having reviewed the 
Army of England in the North, has 
returned to Paris. It is fuppofed that 
he *s to attempt a defccnt on this 
country from Holland or Flanders, 
while General Deflaix makes the 
fame attempt from Normandy or 
Brittany. 

A motion has been made in the 
Batavian Aflem^ly, that not only 
the importation but the paffage or 
tranfit of French merchandize ihall be 
prohibited under pain of death. 

March 1' Mr. O'Conner, of Ire- 
land, with four other pei fons belong- 



ing to the Correfponding Society^ 
were yefterday felzed at Margate in 
the attempt to go to France, upon a 
charge of correfponding with the l)i<A 
redory of that country. 

Mr. Wilberforce had leave to brings 
in a bill for defraying the expences of 
profecutions out of the county ilock. 

3. By the Paris Papers it appeari 
that Pleville Peley is appointed to the 
chief command of the fleet intended 
to a6k againd this country. 

4. By letters from Lilbon we leartt 
that the Spanjlh fl^et fj;iJed on the 7th 
ult. from Cadi2 ; they chafed a pare 
of the BritiHi fleet, but underftanding 
that Lord St. Vincent, with the re-c 
mainder of the fleets had failed from, 

Xflibon 
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Irilbon to attadL tbcm, tbrj miKd 
)D great hate to Cadrz. 

An embargo h^s been laid on all 
Ycflels at Calais. 

Sir Ridmd StradoD has block- 
aded the mouth of the Sdoe, and bj 
itododcd HijTt, Rouen, and Pam, 
froinall communication with the tea. 

5. The accounts from Conft^ti- 
liople iate the dcftmAioii ot 400 
hollies i^ that city by fiir. 

Ogia, the rebellious Pacha of Wid. 
den, on the 2ift of January* l^ pof- 
kScd bimielf of itrreral important 
pofts. After a defperate battle near 
Niflky in whidi he was Tifionoos, he 
marched againft Philippoli* and com- 
pelled the Pacha of Romeliaywho op- 
poTed him, to take (hcher i^ the 
woods. Albania and Maudonia have 
joined in the revolt, and confiucnt 
with Tidory the infurgent armies 
now Qicnace the capital. He has 
loudly declared himfelf the Prott^or 
of the Greeks difprrfed over Turkey 
inBoropc, s^nc) that the objeA of 
bis mifljon is to re-eftabli/h Liberty 
00 the ruins of Defpotifm. He is 
faid, without a heating, to have dif- 
' (ni^ the MiniAcr lent by the Grand 
Seoior, detiring him to tell his matter 
that he wonld treat with him only on 
the ruins of tl^ Serag^p of Conttan- 
tioople. 

i. By letters from Breft we are in- 
formed, that on Feb. 16, the Ven- 
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Privy Council, were cooKuittcd to 
the To>*rer, and will fiiortly, it it 
fapftofeS be tried at Maidmie. 

Gover'-ncr.c h«s rc.olvrd to Soap 
all r.cu:ral ihips bound to FrcxKJi 
ports. 

9. The Di(r<Aters of Birmingham 
had a meeting on Fuekiay, when it 
was determined not to contribute t^ 
the voluntary fubicription. 

On the 19th of Feb. the City of 
Meota was formally inftalled a de- 
partment of France. 

The atirens of Hamburgh have 
granted the French fonr miBioos of 
livres, and Brrreen the fame fum, for 
which they will obtayi various coid* 
mercli^l advantages* 

fc. A motion was made on the 
5th inft. by Sir L. Parions in the 
Iriih Houfe of Commons, for an in« 
quiry into the flate of that country* 
and the adoption of conciliatory mea^ 
fures ; but, like all the attempts of 
the like n^turty was megativta by a 
great majority, 19 bemg for, and 
1 56 againtt it. 

1 1 . By ieuers from Italy It appears 
that the French have ftripped the 
Pope of his dominions, and mftitnted 
a Republic with the appellations of 
the ancient Roman Magiftrates. 

12. Letters from SeaUin, of the 
1 5th of Feb. reprefent the rebel, Pallo- 
wan Oglu, as on his march towards 



;eiir, a new Aiip of 140 guns, the ' Adrianople, at the head of 200,000 



mgelt ever built, with 11 other ihips 
«f the line, left that port for the 
Road, all armed, and their crews 
compleat. Gun-lK>ats upon the 
Swediih plan are buiidinor, and the 
greateft a^livity is dil played in every 
department. 

7. The American Papers are filled 
with debates upon the iituation of the 
United States; ipuch uneafmefi is 
exprefled Icaft the prefcnt mifunder- 
Janding with France (hould involve 
them in a war with that country, auJ 
every precaution is taking to prepaie 
lor foch an event. 

8. Yefterday morning the perlbns 
^ireiled upgn a charge of trcalon. 



men. He carries all before him* and 
threatens de(lni£lion to the Turkifk 
Empire. 

I J. A letter from Mantua, of the 
17th of Feb. informs us, that the 
Fiench garrifbn of that fortrels hav. 
in? received no nay for five monthst 
^(Tcmbled and declared to the Go- 
vernor^ that unlefs the arrears due to 
them were paid, they would imme- 
diately retuni to Fi-ance. General 
Miollis raifed 400,000 iivres by a 
forctJ loan upon the inhabitants to , 
fatisfy their demands, which lum was 
foon after repaid to the lenders by the 
Cifalpine Dire6Vory. 

14. A fubfcription hat been open- 
ed 
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td at Wafcrforcl, in Ireland, for the 
purpofe of railing a fund to le(&n the 
burthen of the poorer defcription of 
houre-keepers, on whom foldicrs arc 
qjiartcrcd, in that city. 

15. By the Himburgh mail which 
ar rivtrd yefterday we have intelligence 
of tlte death of Stanlilaus Poniatouiky, 
thclatc King of Poland. On themorn- 
feg of his death he was apparently in 
g(K)d health, tut was immediately 
after breakfaft feized with a fit of ap- 
poplexy, which carried him off. 

1 6. Accounts have been received; 
ftom Sir R. Strachan's fquadron,; 
cruizing off Ifle Margon, dating that 
an embargo has been laid upon yef' 
fclf of every defcription in all the 
ports along the ccaft of the Channel, 
for the piirpofe of procuring feamen 
to fsicilrtate the expedition againilthis 
country. 

17. By the Paris Journals which 
amvfed yefterday we have intelligence 
of hoftilitics, having commenced be- 
tween theTi'ench and Swifs troops. 
Three battles hBvc been fought, each 
of which has tciTfiinated in favour of 
the French. Several towns have in 
confluence been taken, and Buren 
given up to pillage for having violated 
the rules of war m the perfonsof fome 
French prifoners. 

1 8. In the Cifalpine Republic, ho-, 
Bourabie mention has been made of a 
plan which propofes, that all property, 
given by credulous citizens to religi- 
ous «ftabliihmentSy (hould.be applied 
to the fuppQrt of workmen who are 
cut of employment, and fjithers of 
families, the infirm, the indigent, 
&c. 

39. Dublin was thrown on Satur- 
day laft in a ftate of the utmoft con- 
firfion, owing to a confpiracy faid 
to be formed fof^making an infurrec- 
tion in that c'ty, and effecting a rc- 
irolution in Ireland ; and various 
1>erfons have been arretted upon that 
charge. 



Mr. Erfkine has been retained a« 
courifel for Mr- O'Conner. 

ao.*The King in council, has giyen 
his confent tp an a6>, to enabl^ the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to detain 
perfons fufpe^led to be guilty of high 
treafon or iedition, <witbOMt biinging 
them to trial, 

ti. Account^ received at the 
Hague from China, of the 7th of la(l 
June, mention great difturbances tp 
have t^ken place in that empire. 
The rebels have made themfdvcs 
matters of 6 towns of the firft, and 
37 of the fecond and third cinders. 
They have alfo furroundcdt and cut 
off a confiderable ifoice, which ^he 
Emperor bad fent againft them, to 
prevent, if pofTible, the revolution 
with which the empire is threatened. 

%%, The Houfe of Lords have feo- 
f^nced the Editor and ?rintef of the 
Nforning Chron-cle each to pay a fine 
of 50I. and be three months impri- 
foned, for having publifhed a libel in ^ 
that Paper upon that honourable 
Houfe. 

23. By Paris Papers of the iS^h 
infti it appears that the Swifs Can- 
tons, after a very obftinate refiftanct, 
have at laft fubmitted to the J'reiKh 
arnvy. 

34. By Paris Papers we leAO^^bat 
the French have feized at Boqrdeanx 
on all the Englifh, Irifl^, and Ame^ 
rican merchants ; fealed up all their 
property, and lent them 30 miles up 
the country. 

General Berthier has demanded 
from the Court of Naples 40,000 
meafures of corn, 20,000 head of 
cattle, and the peleafe of all the citi- 
zens confined on account of political 
opinions. It is faid that he is maix:li« 
ingan army to fuppoit the.demand. 

25. By letter* from Raftadt wc / 
learn, that on the 9th inft. the Deputies 
agreed to the ceflion of the wliol^ l^ft 
bank of the Rhine, under certain^cop- 
ditions, to the Fiencb. 
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ELECTION. 
• [Continued from page 59.] 

PEAR SIR, 

LEST any obfervations I have made, or m$iy in future 
make, upon the ideas maintained, and modes of reafon-* 
ing adopted, by the oppofers of the Univerfal Reftoration in 
general, or that part of them who maintain Calvinian elec- 
tion in particular, ihould by any reader be conftrued into 
perfonal difrefpeft, or want of Chriftian charity, I beg leave 
to^obfervc, once for all, that it is not men, but what 1 think 
to be their errors, that 1 oppofe ; not from prejudice, or en- 
mi^, but from real love, deeming their miltakcs prejudicial 
to their happinefs, and an obftacle to their ufefulnefs. I 
wifh to inculcate the greateft liberality of fentiment, judging 
it c^onfiftent with the ftridleft adherence to what appears to us 
^o be the truth, and long for the tjme when all ferious pro- 
feflbrs of the Gofpel, laying afide the Creeds of their parti- 
cular parties, ihall cordially unite in a free and impartial ex- 
amination^ of the oracles of God, in edeeming each other, 
not for an alTent to particular dogmas; but for their inte- 
grity, virtue, and benevolence : then, and not till then, will 
truth and righteoufnefs univerfally triumph. Among the op- 
pofers of the Univerfal Reftoration, and advocates for Calvi- 
nian eleflion, there are numy perfons whofe piety commands 
our refpe£l and love, as men of grace and virtue I efteem and 
love I hem ; but whatever refpeS we owe their perfons, we 
certainly owe none to what, on the moft careful examina- 
tions, appear to be their errors. 
Calvinian ele<6lion and reprobation, conneded with the 
VoJL. II. O . doftrine 
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dodrine of the en^lefs exigence of (in and miferyy appear to 
me to fuppofc two oppofite principles to exift in the Deity, t 
eternal love, and eternal hatred, operating in quite dtfferenf 
-ways, producing diametrically oppofite effcfls, and leading 
to ends as contrary to each' other/ as heaven and hell, as an 
eternity of perfeft felicity, and an eternity of ineicpreflSbte 
fufFcrings. Inconceivably wide as tlvefe extremes are, if 
the rigid Calviniftic fyftem be true, they are both to be trace4 
back to that eternal mind, the infinite fourceof ail exiftence, 
who, it is fuppofed, by his divine decrees, conftitut ions, and 
government, has arranged all caufes, connefted with them 
their effeds, and guides all caufes and efFefts to their ultimate 
ends, conduds thofe who are chofen to the higheft blifs^ thofc 
who are not chofen, to the loweft hell, there eternally to re- 
main. 1 know not howfuch an hypothefis can be fupported, 
without fuppoflng two original principles in God, as oppofite 
to each other as the final ends, to which, by a combination of 
circumftances, they will ultimately bring the eleft and non- 
cleft. The fyftem of the moderate Calvinift docs not much 
mend the matter, it brings us, on the whole, to the fame 
point : for though the latter does not, in the fame dirfeft way, 
place all the fteps which lead down to endlefs mifery upon 
the bafis of the Divine decrees, and chain them to the throne 
of God, as completely as he does all th^ fteps by which the 
e\eti afcend to eternal felicity, flill he fuppofes the eternal 
punifliment of the wicked to take place, becaufe God had 
not fufficient love to them to induce him to make provifion 
for their falvation, and to employ thofe means for their reco- 
very, which, had he employed them, would have eflfefted it ; 
but not loving them, he palfed them by, and left thetn to 
their fate. The former would lead us to an aftive principle 
of hatred, or wrath, in Jehovah, which decrees and arranges 
all the circumftances leading to endlefs mifery ; the latter to ., 
an indifference in God about the happinefs of his creatures, 
which caufes his paffing them by, without providing deli- - 
verance for them, an apathy of mind, which fo benumbs his 
infinite love, that, without the leaft emotion, hecan fee them 
fink into the deepcft mifery, and remain therein to all eter- 
, nity, without taking a fingle ftep for their recovery. Both 
the one and the other fuppofts that God willfuffer fin and 
mifery, whiph are fo oppofite to his holinefs, love, and blef-. 
fednefs, to remain as long as himfelf exifts. 

When 1 think of God, in the light in which the Calvi- 
niftic fyftem brings him before me, F cannot get rid of the 

Heathei^ 
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Hcatbeii Janus» with his two ifacds, lodting difiiront ways; 
for that fyftem reprefeius the Moft tiigh as if hk had twa 
faces, Qne for the eled, aoother for the noA-eled ; the one 
beaming with all the teodernefs of piaternal affedion, gl<^w«- 
ing withv cotnplacential delight, covered with everlailtng 
iimles, which nothing can ruffle ; the other full of auAerity, 
flaming with wrath, covered with everladiog frowns, which 
nothing can ever fmooth ; the one diffufmg happidefs idex- 
preilible and eteraal ; \\\g other darting upon its unhappy oh- 
jeds nothing but indignation and wrath, tribulation and an* 
guilh, equally unutterable and endlefs. The two principlea 
of the Manichees, ading feparately and independent of each 
other, the one producing nothing but good, the other nothing 
but evil; or even the notion of a felf-exift^nt and omnipotent 
devil, a^tlie ground of the eternal exiftence of fm and miferj 
would be tolerable and rational, in comparifon of afcribing 
tp the one God> who is love, who is invariably the fiime 
throughout all his works, ways, and difpenfations, towards 
all his creatures, fuch oppofite di/pofitions and conduit, it 
would be more eafy to fuppofe the pureft fountain (hould 
fend forth' fweet ^nd bitter water's, than to fuppofe, that the 
iofinite. fofintain of love, the unbounded ocean of bleiTednefs, 
ihoifld fend forth unceafmg rivers of grace and pleafure 
opon {oTffiCf and never-failing torrents of wrath and mifery 
upon others ; that it (hould fwallow up in its amazing depths 
all the fins and forrows of a part of the creatures it hath 
produced, that they might bade in fupreme felicity to 
endlefs ages ; and at th^ (ame time preferve in exigence the 
reft of its creatures, and keep alive in them all the fins they 
have ever committed, in order to overwhelm them with un- 
bounded floods of vengeance, that they might plunge deeper, 
and ftill deeper, in mifery, to all endlefs eternity. I confe(s 
mj foul fickens^t fuch horrid defcfriptions, and am appre-» 
henfive many who have fickened at them, have turned for 
relief to rpere deifm, or, perhaps, even atheifm; but I turn 
to the glorious difplays which x\iQ Eiernal hath graciouily 
a^orded us of himfelf, his defigns, works, and ways, in the* 
Holy Scriptures, from which 1 learni with inexpreffible fa- 
tisfaftion, thart all the works and ways of God originated in 
love^ and will terminate in the complete happinefs of the 
vhole creation. 

Perhaps no part of the facred writings has been more fre- 
^ntly brought'forward ih fupport of that view of eleftion, 
whict). '.a^ attempting to explode, than R<Hn. chap. ix. in 

O 2 pan|(Bula| 
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parttcdar the cafe of Jacob and ETau, as there ftated*by the 
apdUe ; I (hall, therefore, enter upon the examination of 
that cafe, ind ewfeavour to flrow, that inftead of its affbrdhig 
any fup{MMt to the Calviniftic fyftem, it difplays the fove- 
reignty of Ood in thofedifpenfations towards the'defcendants 
of Abram and Ifaac; which hold for their object the carrying 
into efted his defigns of univerfal benevolence. 

That Jacob was chofen by Jehovah to inherit peculiar fa- 
vours, that -his being e)e£led was an ad of the Divine So* 
vereignty, , and not the confequenCe of good or evil done by 
hifn, that E(au was not fo chofen, that his not being fo 
de^ed was alfo an z6t of the Divine Sovereignty, and not 
the eonfequence of |oq^. or evH done by him, i$, I thinks 
clear, from the Apoftle's words, Rom. ix. ii. For the chiU 
iren being n§i yet toniy neither having done any good or evilj that 
fhe purple (f God according to eleSiion might Ji and ^ not ofwotks^ 
but <f him that calleth. But to what did this eledton and 
Doo-eledion relaie? To the one's being fixed upon a^ the 
exclufive objeft of Divine regard, to the promotion of whofe 
happinefs the Mod High would confine all his operations ; 
and to the other's being abfolutely deprived of a place in the 
^ffedion of his Maker, who would never concelm himfelf 
about his happinefs, and that without the lead confideration 
of good or evil done by either ? AH our feelings of jufttce 
and benevolence, revolt at fuch ideas ; the known righteouf- 
nefs, wifdom, and goodnefs of God, forbid our harbouring 
thoughts fo difhonourable to his name, and the general tenpr 
of Scripture proves, that no fuch thing can be intended. 
Does the above pailage relate to the eternal ftate of Jacob 
and Efaii ? Does the Apoftle mean that the cndlefs happinefs 
of the one, and the rnifery of the other, was determined by 
God's unconditional choice of the former, and rejedlion of 
the latter, before they were born ? That God, by the non- 
ele£lionof Efau, left him to beconf>e a prey to evils which he 
few would, after a few years feverith exiftence, inevitably 
plunge him in inexpreflible tornnents, there to remain to all 
eternity ? Who can reconcile fuch fuppofitions with the pofi- 
tive declaration of Sciipture, Jehovah is good to alh and hit 
tender mercies are over all his works. Pfalm xiv. 5 — 9. ? I 
am bold to affert the- Apoftle -could intend' no fuch thing; 
for if fuch had been his meaning, how could he have de- 
clared, that God will gather together, or re-head, all things 
in Chrift ; that he wHl reconcile all things to himfelf by 
Jefus Chrift; that he wiU have all men to be iaved, or re-< 

ftored 



ftored, E[A. i. lo; Xi(A: u ^o. i Tim. ii. 4. ? ' How ctn 
metkf with fuch dectarattons before ihem, fiippofe the writer 
nf them could ever intimate that God had paiTed by any of 
his creattMres^ and left them to fink deeper and deeper in m^ 
fcry, to all eternity ! The truth is, Paul, in the words we arc 
examining, fays nothing about the eternal (tate of Jacob, 
£fau, or any one el fe, the quotation in y. 12. It was /aid 
UMio htr the elder JkaU f^roe thejmngery by which he explains 
his real defign> at once proves it: and (hows that his inten- 
tion was to point out the different difpeufations of God to tb^ 
difFerent branches of Ifaac's family ; that Jehovah, of faii 
fovcreign good pleaftire,chofe Jacob and his pofterity to havt 
the fuperiority over Efau and his pofterity, to enjoy all the 
privileges and advantages of the covenant of peculiarity. 
That the words quoted from Gen. xxv. 23. were not fpokcH 
ofthetwomen, Jacob and Efau, but of the two nadons 
which Oioald proceed from them, is evident. And the Lwi 
/aid unto hef^^ Two nati$nf are in thy worn 1 9 and two manner ^f 
people Jbaii be Jefarated from thy howeh : and the one people Jbalt 
he Jirmger than the other people ; and the elder Jhall ferve the 
younger. Nor did Efau, in his own perfon, ferve Jacob ; 
but his naftion, the Edomites, did ferve the nation of Ifrael, 
2 Sam. viii. 14. We cannot fuppofe the Apoftle wouM 
quote and apply a palTage of Scriptuf^ contrary to its reat 
defign, which had been illuftrated by the accompli (hment 
thereof, and of which accomplifliment he could not be igno- 
rant : it could not, therefore, be his intention to reprefrnt 
God as choofing fome, to be the exclufive recipients of his 
grace here, and of happinefs hereafter ; while, by his own 
ibvereign aft, he cut the reft off from ever participating in 
his grace and falvation. Jacob and his feed were chofen to 
be heirs of the peculiau* inheritance, which Efau and hispof-* 
tcrity were not : yet God gave the latter an itiherttance, 
which the former were not fuffered to diftuib their quiet 
pofleflton of: Deut. ii. 5. nor were they deprived of happi- 
nefs, either here or hereafter, by the eleftion of Jacob and 
his feed ; but, on the contrary, their ultimate happinefs was 
connefted with that eleftion: as will be (hewn in the 
fequel. 

We have another quotation by the Apoftle, relative to the 
fubjeft before us. Rom. ix. 13. Jucobhave I loved, hut 
Efau haver I hated. This paflTage has often been quoted and 
applied, as if it had been uttered at the fame time, as the 
words quoted by Paul in the preceding verfe were, as if both 

had 
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Ka4 been fpojccix foRet)ekah» in order to prove thaf God 
fcaced Efau before he was born» and irrefpeaive of any evil 
A>ne by him ; but this mud have arifent either from ioftttea* 
tion^ or a defign to pervert Scripture, in fupport of a fa^^ 
vourite hypothefis. Any man, by^xwiining his Bible, may 
difcover that the one declaration was not made until many 
centuries after the other, that though God eleded Jacob anci 
bis poflerity, to be the peculiar feed, and to enjoy a\l the 
advantages of the peculi^ covenant, and declared th^ the 
ikfcendants of Efau (hould be an inferior nation to Ifrael 
and fetve them, before either were born : yet he never ex- 
preiTed any hatred to Efau and the Edomites, but in conie- 
quence of their wickcdnefs. The one queftion is from 
Gemjisj the other from Malachi^ the one was fpoken by. the, 
Irord before Jacob was born, the other after the return of 
the Jews from Babyloq. Both nation^, the Ifraelites and the 
Edomites, had finned, the Lrord had-entered into judgmer)t 
with both, he had chaftifed the Jews, and afterwards* re* 
ftored them to their Jand, iti purfuance of the promife made * 
to their fathers, and becaufe it was his determination through 
them to open a way for all his grace and truth to be manifeU- 
cd to his creatures, he had afForded.them frefli manifeftarioos 
of his love, and would continue to beftow his peculiar fa- 
^voursupon them, notwithdapding all their fins: the. land of 
£dom he had laid wade, and determined it (hould fo remain^ 
as a monument of his righteous feverity againft the children 
of Efau for their fins, and as a warning to other finfuj na- 
tions. The manifeftation Of his difpleafure againft fin in the 
defQlation which came upon the land of Edom, is what t 
underftand by hi? hatred of Efau ; not any innate principle 
of hatred in God, who is love, either to him or his children^ 
In this light the prophet ftated the fubje£l ; Mai. i. r, 5. 
while placing before the Jews, who queftiooed the love, of 
God to them, thefe diiFerent difpenfaftions to Ifrael ai?d 
Edom, in order to fhew them how,, in the greatnefs of his- 
love,^ he had diftinguifhed them, by preferving them from 
fuch complete defolation as had come ai)d would long remain 
upon the Edomite. When Ifrael c^me out of Egypt, the,. 
Lord would not fufFer them to lay wafte any pajt of the latid, 
of Edom, all' the prophets who fpake of its being laid w^fte 
defcribe it as the confeguence of the people's fins (And for what 
other caufe was ever any land made defolate r) therefore the 
hatred of God, which laid it wafte, was not the CQnieqM€t)ce. 
of his love to J^cob ; but of the iniquity of the fons of Efau., 
^ . ' ' ' As 
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^t God is love, arid nothing can proceed from him but 
v^hat proceeds from love, 1 conclude, that his terrible judg- 
ments upon the pofteiity of Efau, expreffed by the word 
hatred, were intended, as a brcinch of ^he great fyilem 6f his 
all comprehending government, to promote the defigns of 
his love. Efau's lofing his birth-right, is not to be attributed 
to God's elefl ion of Jacob, for he defpifed it, <vas a profane 
perfon, and for one morfel of meat fold his birthright. Gen. 
XXV. 34. Heb. xii. 16. If God*s fettling peculiar bleflings 
upon Jacob, be urged as an objedion to his univerfal love, I 
reply, this did not j revent a blefling being prophetically pro- 
nounced upon Efauy Heb. xi. 20. and add, the moft higi| 
diftribute&h s blellings in different portions, as is befl calcu- 
lated to promote the fyftem of univerfal benevolence, and 
lead to the 6nal end, univerfal happinefs. If it be faid that 
the Lord^ hath indignation againft the people of Edom for 
ever, I anfwer, ihe phrafe fo^ ever connefled with the indig- 
nation of Jehovah againft any people, cannot mean to all 
eternity, for he hath pofitively declared he will not be always' 
wrath: Ifa. Ivii. i6« that man has paid but little attention 
to lus bible who has not difcovered that for ever, there, fre- 
quently intends a limited period : and the prpohet Amos, 
ix. 12. hath intimated that a time will come when the rem- 
nant of Edom (hall be called by the name of Jehovah. The 
Ifraelites, were ftriclly charged not to abhor the Edomites, 
were reminded that they were their brethren, and were told 
that their children (hould enter in^o the congregation of the 
Lord in their third generation: Dent, xxiii. 7, 8 therefore 
the cleSion of Jacob did not cut off the feed, of Efau from 
having any (hare in the bleflings of the former difpenfation. 
The Gofp.el, with all its advantages, is intended for the de- 
fcendants of Efau, as well as the reft of mankind : and his 
whole race will be found in that congregation which (hall 
include every creatme : for if they be not there, how will 
^fry creature be there ? Rev. v. 13. Jehovah declared to 
Jacob, as he had done to his fathers, in thee and in thy feed 
&al all the families of the earth be lleffed^ Gen. xxviii. 14. 
Therefore all the families of Efau, as well as all other fami- 
lies, (hall ultimately be ble(red in the feed of Jacob. All the 
hatred God hath ever manifefted againft the feed of Efau for^ 
their fins, muft be fubordinate to his defign of finally blcf- 
fingthem ; and all his^ealings with Jacob and his feed, arc 
fo many links in the great chain, which begins with infinite 
Jove, and will end in the happinefs of the whole creation. 

Thus 
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Thus we fee, that the deftion of Jacob and kll the peculiar 
bleflings beftowed upon him and his race, were intended^ 
and wili ultimately, promote the happinefs of all mankind. 

P, S. Shall have occafion, in a uiblequent letter, to take 
ino£e particular notice of Rom. ixth Chap. 

• I remain, dear fir, 

in Chriftian af&dion, 
tVffi^achy March lo, finccrely yours, 

1798- R. W. . 



S. THOMPSON'S Letter to the Editors 
Sir, 

THE fecond letter of Chriftophilus begins with noticing 
what he is pleafed to call a little criticifm, and pities 
me much, very much for having made ufe of it, and afks, 
<* does Mr. T. mean to impofe upon his readers, or is he 
impofed uponhimfclf ? If I were difpofed to ufe the fame 
kind of little inOnuation for argument, I (hould fay, does 
C. mean tQ impofe upon his readers by noticing this criti- 
cifm as though it was the main argument on which I reft 
my caufe, and thereby draw their attention from the other 
arguments in my firft letter ? which, I fuppofe, he finds too 
ftrong to be meddled with, for if he had noticed the argu- 
ment conne£led with that criticifm, he would have known 
that it was only an illuftrative or fecondary and not the prin- 
cipal one ; for I have faid, * It will be proper before I enter 
into an explanation of, John i. i. In the beginning was 
the word and the word was God ; to explain what was meant 
by the word God ; and after proving the name God to be 
only a relative term, and not pointing out the nature of the 
Being to whom it was applied,' 1 have faid, let us take this 
idea to the firft chapter of John, and obferve the particular 
diftindion made between The dd with whom the Word 
was, and the Word himjelf* The apoftle fays, in the be- 
ginning was the Word andtheWord was with Toriy Theon^ 
and the Word was Thm : the fame was in the beginning Ton, 
Theon. I do ftill contend that the apoftle intended to fliow 
the Fatherto beGod in a fuperior fenfe to the Son, for if 
they had been equaU he would have been careful tohaveufed 
the article to the Son, as well as to the Father, and not have 
ufed it twice to the Father, and omitted it to the Son in the 
fame fentence. Befide, it might be aiked, Is there any 

meaning" 
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mtZT&ng in the Word Un^ which is tranflate^t in many other 
places,/^ ; and if properly fo^ in othjbr ))Iac^s (as for ex- 
ampk, Matt. XV. 31. the muhitude glortfic(i.f70A':7%/^if, the 
Qodoflfrael. Rev. xvi. 11. they blafphenkd ^cnTheoni 
ilie God of Heaven) why not here ? I grant to C. the word 
Theos is applied to the Father in fome places without the 
article, when he is fpokea of by himfelf; yet, when any 
comparifon, or diQin6lion, is to be made between the per* 
ions fpoken of by the fame name, it is ufed or omitted with 
the greateft precifion ; as for inftance, 2 ThefT. ii. 4.. who 
oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that is called Theatt, 
aGodj [o that he, zsTTfeon^ fitteth in the temple oi.Ton 
Theoriy the God^ (hewing himfelf Theas^ a God. Thofe who 
tranfl^ted the Old Teftament into Greek have applied or 
omitted the article in the fame way ; as for in(lance» Ezek. 
xxviii. 2. Thou haft faid 1 am Theos ^ a God, I fit in the feat 
oi Theos ; but when it is applied to Jehovah, in 13, 16, and 
26 verfes, the artichs is carefully ufed. Thus we fee tl\e 
criticifm, little as it appeared to C. has fome Scripture evi- 
dence, together with the opinion of good and great men» 
both ancient and modern, among whom are Origin, Euje^ 
HuSf Dr. Clarle^ airf Mr, Purvis^ men not likely to be im- 
pofed upon theaiTelvcs, nor yet to impofe uporvothers* 

C. lays, in Matt. i> 23. the emphatic' article is applied'to 
Chrift, where it is faid, ** They ihall call his name Ema- 
nuel, which being interpreted, is, God with -us." ^To this I 
would fay, it is clear Joieph did not underftand it as a proper 
n^me (becaufe it is faid directly after, they called his name 
Jefus) but as pointing out the confequences df his coming 
into the worid, ^^ for he that confeflcth Jefus is the Chrift, 
God dwelleth in him, and he in God." And God is faid to 
be with mfen when he interferes in any efpecial manner in 
their behalf. God was with his people Ifrael when he' led 
thena by the hand of Mofes. And it is faid, he was with 
mankind when he was reconciling the world unto himfelf 
by Jefus Chrift. He is alfo faid to have appeared to Mofes 
in the bufli, when it was an angel appea;-ed. Thus we fee 
that the .word God, in this place, properly belongs to the 
Father. Again, the article isi^id to be applied to the Son, 
Heb. i. 9. "" Thy throne,^ O God, is for ever and ever. No 
one could miftake this paffage, and fuppofe it holding up 
Chrift as equal to the Father, becaufe he who applies the 
title of God to him fay<i, that, becaufe he loved righteoufrtefs 
and hated iniquity, therefore God, even his God, had aaoiot- 
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cd him with the oil of gladncfs above all his fellows ; but if 
the word God being applied to Chrift would prove him fii^ 
perior to all other beings, the Father being called his God, 
niufty by parity of reafon, prove him to be fuperior to the 
Son. 

I am fometimes at a lofs to'know what the fentiment of 
C. is, for fometimes Chrift is the Father; at other times^ 
the Father and the Son are both truly God. Now, aqiidft 
all this confufipn, I will lay down a criterion, which, if duly 
attended to, will lead any one to the knowledge of the truth 
on this fubjei^. It is acknowledged by all, that he* who is 
truly God muft hefelf^cxiftent^ independent y and all-fufficient.^ 
Now let who will be called God, whether in Heaven or in 
earth,' let us take every thing that is faid of them to this cri* 
terion, and if they have not a// thefe properties, they, are not 
truly God, that is, the only true God. C. fays, Mr. T. 
like all other gentlemen on his fide the quejliony appropriates the 
name of Unitarian to himjelf and thinks there is fome decep- 
tion in fo doing, becaufe it implies that all who holtl the 
Deity of Chrilt believe in two Gods, whereas he fays, he 
believes the unity of God as much as I do. If he does, and 
contends that Jefus is that one God, I muft fay I am forry 
for it ; for if the Son is the felf-exiftent and only true God, 
who is his Father ? Where is the Mediator? Why, fays C. 
there is none other God but one, the Fattier and the Son are 
one, and when Philip faid. Shew us the Father, and it (uf^ 
. ficeth, Chrift replies^ He that hath feed/ me hath feen the 
Father. I will defire C. to inform me to wHom did Chrift 
pray ? Of whom did he fpeak when he fays, I came not td 
4<>iiiine own will, but the will of him who fent me? When 
lie jays. My Father and your Father, nfiy God and your God ? 
jS^las! alas! by this fentiment you rob us of God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, andof our Mediator ; un- 
;^ft Chrift is the Father of himfelf, fent himfelf, prayed to 
himfplf, and is the Mediator between himfelf and us ! But 
however, as truth will out (left any one fhould fall into 
aa error, by ^y hat he faid before, and fuppofe Chrift was 
r3e:iHy fpeaking of himfelf) he adds the words following- our 
i^ord's reply to Philip, That I fpeak unto you I fpeak not of 
myfelf ; fo alfo, John xii. 49* For I have not fpoken of my- 
feift but the Father which fent vat he gave me command- 
ment what I fliould fay and what 1 ihoiild fpeak. Thus we 
ijee that the ble'fled Jefus did not contradi£t what he had faid 
at another time^ (that no man had feen the Father) for he 

did 
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€id not fpeak to Philip of himfelf, but as the reprefcntative 
of the Father ; and the works that he did bore witnefs that 
the Father fent him. C. having tried all his power to, prove 
the Son to be the Father, bpt fipding the farther he goes the 
more he is involved in difficulties, confoles himfclf by faying, 
• Mr. T. may be pojfeffed of greater intelUnual powers than I 
«m, he perhaps underjtands fully how the Father and Son are 
$fie^ Jo th(jf he who hath feen the Son hath Jeen the Father alfo. * - 
He copfefleth he doth not underdand it himfclf, but with 
humility of heart believes rhat it is fo, and thinjcs ih^ Deity 
of Chrift ought to be believed, though we canpot undcrftand 
it ; becaufe we cannot underftand the fnode of our cxijience. 

I might aik is, C. deceived himfelf, or does he q:)ean to 
deceive his readers, by perfuading them the qucftion is, the 
mode of the divine extjiincef Whereas it is only, whether the 
Son is the only true God, or whether he is not ? Now he ad- 
mits that he knows his foul is not his body, nor his body his 
foul ; though he docs not know the mode of his exiftence ; 
fo wc*may be able to difcover whether Chrift is the only true 
God, without enquiring into the mode of the divine ex- 
Klence. But withovit hying claim to greater intelledqal 
powers than' C; which no doubt are great when he has 
truth on his fide ; I think I can tell him how the Fathtr and 
t)ie S«n are one, fo that he who hath feen the Son hath feeq 
the Father alfo, and from the fcriptures of God, and th|t by 
dmng what C would do in refpea to thefe paflagcs, < Ihls 
is my body. He that recelveih you rccelveih rt^e-^ and he that 
recehveth me receiveth him that fent me* \ would exercife my 
reafon «e( comparing fcripture with fqripture, and fay if the 
Father is invifible, and Chrift hath faid no man hath feen 
him or can fee him, he cannot contradiA himfelf; there* 
fjOre, as was common with him, it muft be a figurative ex- 
preflicm, fimilar to that of Elias, for John declared he was 
not Ellas, but Jefus declared that John was Elias that was 
to come; becaufe h^ came in the fpirit of Elias: it being 
piftdmary to call men by the names of thofe they reprefent- 
fd. So he that hath feen the Son, may be faid in a figure 
to have feen the Father ; becaufe he came in the fpirit a^id 
power of the Father to make known his will and character 
to mankind. He was his Father's reprefentative, and fays, 
he that believeth on me believeth not on me* but on him who . 
fent me* But C, fays, perhaps I can tell him how they are one ! 
If he will read John xvii. 21,22. verfes, he will pot long 
^ at a lofs to know how they are one ; for Jefus prays the 

B 2 ^ ' Father 
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Father for believers that they all maybe one ; as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, that they alfo may begone in us, that tHey 
may be one^ evert as wc are pnei And in another place it is 
faid, believers in the Lord are one fpirit : alfo he that plant- 
cth antJ he that v^ratereth are both one. Thus wc fee that vine 
have only to exercife our judgment, and mind the mode t>€ 
fpeaking made ufe of by Chrift and his apoftles, which was 
the ufu^l mode in the Eaft, and we fhall underftand what is 
meant when it is faid the Father and Son are one : they are 
one in fentiment and defign, the father is feeking his own 
glory in the recovery and final happinefs of his creatures, 
the Son is fo delighted with the work, fo v^ll acquainted 
with the charafter of his Father, that he can fay I delight to. 
do thy will O my God ; and thus it is they are one ; there- 
fore without believing with C. that the Son is- the Father ; 
I .will not, nor need I yield a tittle to him in his moft pro- 
found reverence for the perfon and charadler of Chrift, or 
confidence in his word: and I am apt to think,' if C. had 
that confidence in his word he boafts fo much of, he will ac- 
knowledge for the future, that Chrift did not fpeak of him- 
fblf, when h^faid, he that hath feen me hath fcen the Fa- 
ther ; becaufe Chrift fays he did not fpeak of himfelf, Alfo 
that he will believe him when lie fays, the Father is greater 
than 1. But C. fays he acknowledges the Son to be inferior 
to the Father as mediator, though he cannot agree with me, 
that he is a derived and independent Being in every fefnfe ; 
and to prove that he is not circumfcribed in his knowledge, 
qtiotes Heb. iv. 12, 13. the word of Gcd is quick and powcrfuly 
dc. and all things are open to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have! to doj The word or God here fpoken of I have nb doubt 
alludes tb the written word, and not to Chrift ; becaufe the 
apoftle Paul, never, to my knowledge, applies that title to 
Chrift, and it will be found upon enquiry, that God is the 
antecedent to the pronoun Him. Again, Jer. xix. 9, 10,. 
compared Rev. ii. 22. in which it is faid, the heart h d^f- 
perately wicked who can know it? I, Jehovah, fearch tt\e 
heart, &c. and Chrift fays, all the churches ftiall know that 
I am he which fearches the reins and heart. C. afks is it 
poffible to afcribe omnifcienge to the Father in ftronger 
terms than it is here afcribed to Chrift ? I anfwer, it will 
not prove any thing in favopr of tjie Deity of Chrift ; unlefs 
it can be proved, that he poffeffes this knowledge naturally 
and neccffarily of himfelf : for we know that God will judge 
the world By that man whom he hath ordained even Jefus 

Chrift, 
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OhriO-, and of this he harh given aflurance in that he hcCR 
taXfcii him from the dead ; and no doubt he will give him wif-^ 
dom and power to execute the work. There is none will 
deny the power or knowledge of Ch '1(1, who confider the 
Father as upholding him, and as the fonrce of all his know- 
ledge; for God hath promifcd, Ifaiah xi. 4. the fpirit of 
the Lord (hall reft upon him, the fpirit of wifdom and un- 
derftanding, the fpirit ofVounfel and might, and (hall make 
him of quick underftanding in the fear of the Lord ; he (hall 
not judge after the fight of his eyes, or reprove after the 
hearing of his e^rs. Thus we fee that, however great his 
knowledge may be, it is all derived from another Being, 
•which never can be faid of God, whofe underftanding is in- 
finite, and incapable of addition. 

C. fays, The paffage quoted by Mr. S^. will not anfwer his 
purpofe to prove Chriji circumfcribed in his knowledge ; becaufe 
it ought to be tranflatedy Of that day and hour none 

MAKEfM YOU TO KNOW, NO NOT THE ANGJ2LS, NOR THB 

SON ; BUT MY FATHER ONLY. And he explains it by (ay- 
ing, // was not in the commijpon of the Son to make it knotvn. 
Now, whether it ought to be tranflated as he fays, a Greek 
word by an Hebrew conjugation, I cannot fay, nor is it ne- 
ceflTary to enquire, though 1 think it deftroys the beauty and 
' fenfe of the paffage ; but it will anfwer my purpofe as he has 
tranflated and explained it : for if Chrifl depended on the 
commi(fion of another to make known what he^ krtew it 
proves him to be a dependent being, for it never can be faid 
of Deity he had a commiffion. Befide, if this is a proper 
tranilation, does it not make Chrift contradiS himfelf, when 
he fays' to his difciples, John xv. 15. All things that I have 
heard of, my Father, I have made known unto you? Not aU 
1 am commi/Roned, but all things I have heard ;" and, there- 
fore, I muft abWe by the old tranflation, 0/ that day and- 
hour knowfth no man^ noy nrt the angels y nor the Son^ but my 
Father only^ becaufe it harmonizes with the other words' 
of Chrift, and other parts of Scripture, AQs i. 7. The 
times and the feafuns the Father nath put in his own 
power V alfo. Rev. i. r. The revelation of Jefus Chrift, 
which God gave to him, "&C. Now, if Chrilt was infinite * 
in knowledge, how could a knowledge of futurity be faid to * 
|)e revealed to him by another ? From thefe confiderattorts i 
conclude Chrift fo circumfcribed in his knowledge, as to 
depend upon God for it all. 

p. fays- the power pf Chrift, and the omnipoteiKe of k^ ' 

appears 



110 THE UNIVBESALIST S MISCBLLANT* 

appears in the works of creation, Cofoffians i. 17. and Hebu 
i. 3. And he upholdeth all thbgs by the word of his power. 
CoL i. 17. I have anfwered in my laft ; and Heb. i. 3. need 
only to be read with attention to Tee clearly» that thoagh 
Chrift is faid to uphold all things, it is by the Father's power ; 
Vfho biing the brightnefs o/His (the Father's) glory f the exprrfs 
image of His (the Father's) per/on^ aiikl upholding all things 
by the word of His (the Father's) pAver. Thus we fee that 
* God is the fource of all the power and all the knowledge of 
iiis Son ; and great and wife as Chrid is, it is matter of joy 
and confidence to us, that his Father is greater than all* ' 

C. fays, ** / ridicule the diJlinHion between the human arid 
divine nature ofChriJi." So 1 doy becaufe we have noexprefs 
authority from Scripture for making the di(lin6lion ; and i^ 
appears equally ridiculous to me, as if a diftindion was 
made between the (bul and body of a man ; for if the woril 
was made fleih, and dwelt amongfl us, it of courfe became 
the intelligent part of that body it was united to (as it is faid 
Heb. X. 5. a body haft thou prepared me) as much fo as the 
foul is the intelligent part of the man, and as we afcrihe the 
anions and knowledge of man to the whole man, fowe muft^ 
afcribe them to the whole Chrift ; for when he will judge 
the world, and try and fearch the hearts of men, it will be a« 
man ; for God will judge the world by the man. Chrift Jefus^t 

C. aflcs. Did the Jews think Jefus cautious in making known^ 
his divinity, when they charged him with bla/phemy, b^^au/e he 
/aid God was his Father^ making himf elf equal with God^ And 
what did be do? fays C. Why, he ftill maintained his claim. 
Did he fo? Let us fee. Take his owii words, John v. 19. 
Verily I fay unto you the Son can do nothing of himfelf^ 
b^t what he feeth the Father do, for what thmgs foever he 
doeth, thefe alfo doth the Son likewife, for the Father loveth 
the Son, andflieweth hin;i all things that himfelf doeth, &c. 
In.the 22d verfe it is faiid. For the Father jydgeth no man, 
bdt hath committed all judgment to the Son, that all men 
fhould honour the Son, even as they honour the Father; 
which C* thinks is fo ftrong a claim to Deity, that if that i$ 
not, he knows not what is. I conceive about as ftrong a' 
claim to Deity as a Judge faying. The King judgeth no man^ 
but hath committed all judgment to me, that wherever I go all 
bis Juhje£fs Jhould honour me, even as they honour him who fent 
nuy would prove him to be the King ; for the words, having 
power committed to him, would prove beyond all cjoubt that he 
had a fuperior, and that it was by his authority that he a6led, ^ 

and 
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attd by hU command had that honour paid him. Chrift in the 

fslme chapter fays, " Of my ownjelf I can do nothingy as I 

hear^ 1 judge ^ and my judgment ts jujif bicaufe I feek not ntf 

0um tuilh hut the will of him whu fent me.'' And when the 

Jews would have ftoned Jefus, C. thinks the anfweche gave 

had a tendency to confirm them ih their views of his claim ta 

Deity, John X. 35. ** If he called them Gods to whom the word 

9f God camCi how Jay ye of him whom the Father hath fanSiified^ 

and fent into the world y 1 blafpheme^ becaufe I faid I am the 

Son ofGqd? * As though he would fay, if the title God was 

given to Judges, and the Scripture fays it was,^how fay ye I 

blafpheme when I do not take the title of God, bi^t only faid 

I was the Son of God ? Even his faying his father fent him 

muft be fufficient to convince a Jew, who believed only ia 

one God, that he made no claim to Deity ; for who could 

fend the only true God ? No, they knew he made no fuch 

claim, but through malice they perverted his words ; and do 

not let us join thofe wicked Jews againft our dear Maftcr, 

by laying to his charge things which he knew. not. No, the 

meek and humble Jefus fought not his own glory, but the 

glory of his Father ^ though he was inverted with power and 

dignity fuperior to all under God, he did not arrogate to him^ 

f elf to be as God, but humbled himfelf, wherefore God hath 

highly exalted him^ and given him a name above every name, (hat 

in the name of Jefus every knee Jhould bow y and every tongue con-- 

fefSf that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father, Thus >ye 

iee, thkt, even in his moft exalted ftate, the glory will not 

ultimately reft in him, but in God his Father, which (hows 

the folly of the translation of that pzfhgCf *^ He thought it 

not robbery to be equal with God.'* For if he was equal 

before, and exalted for what he had done, he murt be higher 

than him he was equal to before, and, confequently, all 

glory muft be to him ; but it is not fo, for every thing he 

does is to the glory of God ; and when he hath lubdued all 

things, and delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 

Father, then (hall the Son himfclf be fubjeft to Him, who 

did put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 

C. fays I do not contribute to eftablilh the Divine Unity, 
Becaufe I fay the Father is the God, and the Son is a God. 
He might fay as much of Paul, lyho (ays there are Gods 
many, and Lords many, y€i to us there is but one God. 

I Ihall conclude by entreating C. ihould he anfwer my 

letters, to look my argument in the face, as I have done 

his ; and pray God that which of us is wrong may be con- 

\! y vinced. 
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vijDcecl/Mid he that is right be confirmedj thftt fo Ood maV 
be glorified, and mankind benefited by alt w^ doy through 
jkfus Chrift our Lord. 

SAMUEL THOMPSON. 
Afnf(^ 1798. 



THE PRESENT TIMES FORETOLD. 

21 remarkable Explication of fame Pajfages of Scripture relative 
to the Preftnt times ^ contained in a Book intitled^ Morsels 
OF Criticism, tic. by Edward If.ing, Efq. F. R. A. S. 
Printed for Robfon and Robinfon^ /« 1 7 8 8 . 

AS the French Revolution, and its confequences muft oc-^ 
cupy and alarm the mind of every man who refieds, 
and (lands in awe of the mifery and defolation which have 
been brought upon the earth, and of the judgments which 
may be yet impending over Europe, I think T may be €x- 
cufed for the note which I am now writing. But firft, I 
fecommend to all thofe, who, either ignorantly, or incon- 
liderately, or impioufly, or prefumptMoufly deny, rejcft, or 
vilify the Scripturesy to pafs it ovey: entirely. To them it 
will he fooliflinefs. They have neither part nor lot in fuch 
a difcuflion. But under this reftridion, and under this im- 
preHion, I am inclined to extend the fubjcft aHttle, anil 
would call the public attention with much earneftnefs to 
fome few parts of the abovementioned book. 

We know that it is declared, that " the Book of Pro^ 
pbecy is (ealed till the time of completion.** But the events of. 
,the world, of the Chriftian %vorld, are fo awful and fo 
alarming, asto induce us to believe, that they happen not 
without the immediate providence and decree of the Supreme 
Being againft the fuperftition and corruptions of men, and 
for the fulfilling of the preparation for thofe times, when 
♦* the kingdoms of this world muft ^{in defiance of all human 
policy) becpme the kingdoms of God and of his Chrifl !'* 

The dire<Sl andcJrcumftantial evidence for Chriftianity is, 
indeed, very extenfive, and it is alfo fo minute and clear iii 
many parts of it, and fo cogent, as to form the ftriSeft ar- 
gument, which a matter of faft can admit as a proof. But 
cxclufive of Its doftrines and fpccific precepts, there is one 
point in which this revelation can never be fufficicntly con- 
fidered, aiid vtrhich, without ftudy^ will never be compre-. 

hendcd 
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faeiukdy or even imperfcSly conceived. Without feriouf- 
nefs, it (boiild never be approached. It is this. /* The ge^ 
wral dejign of Scripture^ confidered as hlftorical^ may be faid 
to be, to give us an account of the world in this one (ingle 
view^ AS god's world ! by which it appears ejfentially di^ 
fttnguijhed from all other boohy except fuch as are copied from 
it." See Butler^ 5 Analogy y Fart 2. Ch. 7. But on this idea 
it is not my province to enlarge \ I mean only to prefent it 
as the grand, luminous, leading, and introdudory idea on 
this awful fubjed. I would only conduS the reader into a 
fafe and proper train of thinking, and leave him to purfue 
his own meditation. I have alfo read words, which arc 
deemed apocryphal^ but which arc worthy of the highefl: 
power. ** All thefe things were made through me alone, 
tmd through none other: by me also shall they be 
Ej^DED, AND BY NONE OTHER !!!** Such are the words. 
I will therefore offer to perfons fp difpofed fonte pallages 
from this work, written feveral years before the prejent events 
had taken place in Europe, or could be conceived to be pof- 
fible. I. am as little difpofed to fuperflition and enthufiafni 
a^ any man living ; and I do not give them as additions to 
the idle prophecies and random conjedures which have ap* 
peared in fuch numbers. I have too much reverence for the 
k^er and for myfelf on fuch a fubjeft. Mr. King offers 
them only as his interpretation of Scripture, fubmitted to a 
calm difcuflion* But the circumflance which peculiarly 
flrikes mc is this ; that they were written '«;//*<?«/ anyjpecific 
reference to any nation in Europe, but fimply and in general, 
that such times and such events might be expe£ted in 
fme part of the Chriflian world. 

The firft paflage I (hall prefent is a part of Mr. King's 
explanation of the twenty-fourth chapter o? St. Matthew's 
Gofpel, principally of the 29th verfe. In regard to which 
he fays, " /Ve may remari, if the words are to ie under/loodas 
Jpaken merely emblematically^ then the images made ufe of are 
well known to predi^ (coiififtently with rheir conftant ufe in 
many other parts of prophecy) a great deJlruBion^ and almofl 
annihilation of many of thofe lawful powers which rule on earthy 
however beneficial many of them may be to the earth ; and 
a dreadful iefjening of the dignity and fplendour of all greatnefs^ 
okd afubveirjion of all good order and civil government. Than 
tifhiei nothing can be expelled mote formidable. , Dreadful ^ in- 
indy muji be a timcy f if fuch a one is to come) when men are 
k lo^fe upon each other ^ pffeffed of aU their prefent improve-^ 

Vol. II. , Q, ments 
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ments and advantages, but unrejirained either by law and civil 
government y ur by.conjcience and good principle \ J corning the dd^ 
morfition. and authority of thoje who ought to maintain juji ice ^ 
end ajjijted by the more rude and barbarous part of the wor.d^ 
wh$m* they Jhall find too ready to increafe the univerjal uproar.^* 
' And at the conclufiou of his remarks on the Revelations, 
chap. xvi. 13 — 14. he fays, ** Here while we maintain due 
reverential fear^ our interpretation muft end. Nothing but the 
events thenifelvesy when they come to pajSy can rightly explain the 
refi. And they will certainly fpeak loudly enough for themfelves^ 
as thofe before have done. Only I muji jujl remark, that it 
foems'as if perfecution and the horrid influences of fuperjlitiony 
andofignarance^ and of barbarifm, were allowed to produce their 
dire effects, during the firfl part of the period of the time defcribed 
under the vials ; and as if irreligion^ vanity ^ and a total want of 
edl ferious principle J and a mif application of the refinements of ci- 
vilization were to be allowed to produce their mijchief alfo at the 
latter end of that period'* 

See alfo page 453, in the conclufion (Jf which Mr. King 
cJbferves, on the iiniihing the myflery of God, ^* 7^^/ as 
there fl)ould befalfe Chrifls and falfe prophets^ fo there fljould be 
alfo a dreadful fubverfion of all good government and order, and 
that men fi)outd be let loofe upon each other, in defiance of all civil 
power and juji rule, and of legal reflraint.** He adds,/*// 
will be happy for thofe who fl)afl live fome years hence, if they 
can prove me guilty of a miflake in this point, Ifpeok and wri.e 
with cautious reverence and fear \ acknowledging that I am 
liable to error, and by no means pretending to prophecy : but Jlill 
apprehending myfelf bound not to conceal the truth, where any 
matter appears to bf revealed in Holy Scripture ; and efpeclally 
t^hen the bringing an impending denunciation to light (if it he a 
truth) may be an awful warning arid caution to many^ and prevent 
their becoming accejjary to the eviV* 

Thus did this learned and very pious man, in a ftrain of 
ferious, temperate, and imprefllve .eloquence, deliver hrs opi- 
nion and his interpretation. They will ftand before, us and 
our pofterity, as the memorial of that lonely wifdom, that 
reverential application of the Divine word, and of that filent 
dignity, which can only be attained by a retirement (at inter- 
vals- from the world which God hath made, to Him alone.'* 

The above is' ext rafted from The Purfuits of Literature 'y 
the fevenlh edit on. Printed for T. Becket, PalUMall, 1798. 
The language is fo nervous, the fentiment fo ftriking, in ap- ' 
plication to the prefent awful crifis, and the fpirit of ^the 

whole 
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whcdefo modeft and uaaflTuming, that we thought it oar dutj 
to prefent it to our Readers, hoping that they will daily re« 
member that they are Chriftiansy not PcUiicuin$j and that 
their bufinefs is to leep the faith and patience of Chrlfi^ and 
daily to look for his appearance and kingdom* Editor* 



AFFECTING ANECDOTE 

OF A POOR OLUf WOMAN. * 

I CALLED a few months ago upon Mrs. Mac Corifli, a 
poor widow of eighty-feven years of age ; (he gave mfe 
a Kttle hiftory of her life. Among other things (ne faid, 
" I have been a widow feven and thirty years, and have 
woAed hard for my living ; I have had fome trials ; hut I 
thank my God I never wanted bread but once. Once in- 
deed, for three days, I had neither work to do, nor bread to 
cat. That was a trying time indeed, but my heavenly Fa- 
ther fupported me. I never was one who made known my 
diftreffes to my fellow-creatures. I always thought that the 
Lord lived, and he knew my cafe, and in* his own time 
would relieve me. And I always thought too, that if I had 
ever fo little, ftill it was more than I deferved. I, unworthy 
finner that I am, I can claim nothing at the hand of God, 
1 deferve nothing, yet he has been always good to me. So, 
as I was telling, for three days 1 had nothing to eat ; but I 
had a teacupful of milk every morning, which I mixed with 
water, and it ferved me all day long. So I was fitting ih 
my room on the third day evening, and thinking how good 
God was^o me, for as 1 had nothing to eat, fo I did not fe^ 
much want of any thing, and that was a mercy you know, 
for I might have felt great pain from hunger, but I did not, 
folpraifed my God. Well, as I fat in my room^ who 
flioold come in but Mr. and Mrs. Jofs. Ah ! the dear good 
man, he^was very kind to me for many years ; he was both 
a^ father and a brother to me ; but he is gone, and all vay 
old friends are gone ; I have outlived them all ; but the 
Ldrd liveth, and he is my hope. So, as I was faying, Mi". 
and Mrs. Jofs came in. They had been to Croydon. They 
fat down, and Mrs. Jofs faid tq her hu/band, ** My dear, 
we will drink a little porter ; Mrs. Map Corifli will drink 
fome with u^, but let us eat a bit of bread firft." So (he 
got up gind went to my cupboard to look for bread, and when 

0^2 (he 
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&e found none, flic turned round and faid, " O Mr. Jofs, 
there is diftrefs in this houfe ; I have often looked into this 
cupboard, but never did I fee it without bread before."— -- 
She immediately ran out of the houle^ without faying any 
thing more. Mr. Jofs faid to me, " My good fitter, are 

JQUy indeed, without bread, and did not let me know it ? 
I grieves me much, I could not have enjoyed a meal till I 
had relieved your diftrefs, if I had known it." — All this time 
I faid nothing, I only cried, I could not help crying ; my 
heart was full. — Prefently Mrs. Jofs came in again, with a 
loaf in one hand and a pot of beer in the other. She brought 
it in herfelf ; flie did, indeed, Sir. So ftie broke the breads 
and gave me fome, and made me drink, and we gave God 
thanks. And they afked me how long 1 had been without 
food, and I told them three days ; and as I cried, they cried 
too, fo we all cried together. They blamed me much, be- 
caufe I did not let them know my cafe, for Mr. Jofs had of^ 
ten charged me to let him know my wants ; but I never 
could. — He was good to me for thirty years, and I could not 
bear to trouble him. We fat and talked of the good provi- 
dence of God ; and when they went away, they gave me half 
a crown a-picce, and they made me promife to come to the 
'Tabernacle Houfe to fupper with them, for they faid they 
would not fup unlefs I came. — So 1 never wanted bread but 
this once, and then he who feeds the ravens when they cry 
fed me, as I have told you. Ah! I ftiall foon go ; God will 
not forfake itie in my old age — I fhall be with my Chrift, 
and I fliall fee njy good old friend who relieved my wants — 
O Lord, I wait, I wait—" 

Thus did this poor good old woman relate her fitnple, af- 
fedling tale. My heart was reproved and edified. I wept 
and rejoiced. And my foul was ftrengthened in God. She 
is fince dead. She went to her home as a (hock of cora 
fully ripe. How excellent is the Bible ! — How great are the 
confolations of Divine truth to fuch as believe!— What a 
rock 6f fupport is the faithfulnefs of God? — ^This poor wo- 
man did that, which all the phjlofophers, with their boafled 
wifdom could never do. She not only had calmnefs of mind ^ 
in circumflances the mofl diftreffing to human nature ; but 
Ihe had joy and peace in believing, through the Holy Spirit. 
She knew how to fufFer need, how to be full, and how to be' 
abafed : in all things and every cafe fhe was'inftru£led. I 
think it a duty which I owe to God and his Church to re-» 
cord the cafe. She .was relieved in her. laft iUnefs by the ^^_ 

nevole*'''^ 
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nevoknce of the foctety of Parliament Court Chapel, and 
often Uefled God and them, for their attention to her. I 
frequently vifited her, and have reafon to be thankful for 
her example of faith and patience. She died the beginning 
of March^ 1798. 

W. VIDLEIL 



REVIEW OF A NEW TRANSLATION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT, 

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK. 

THIS arduous work is attempted by N. Skrarlett, aflified 
by men of piety and literature. It is always com* 
mendable to apply our labours fo as to promote the ftudy of 
the holy Scriptures, but in an age like this, the man who 
lays out his time, property, and labours, to elucidate the fa- 
cred volume, deferves double thanks; becaufe.he runs a 
double rifle, through the frivoli/y and infidelity of thfe day. It 
becomes the friends of divine truth therefore to give due en- . 
couragement to fuch a work. Our national tranflation is, 
on the whole, a very good one ; but when we fay this, wc 
ought to recoUeft thai it was made near two hundred years 
ago. Some words in that tranflation are now become ob- 
folete ; fome fentiments which were then taken for truth, 
are found not to have fupport from revelation ; and the fund 
of biblical knowledge has, of late years, been greatly en« 
creafed. Surely no good reafon can be given, why, Chrif- 
tians fliould not avail themfelves of every help which £an 
enable them to underfland and praSife the will of God in a 
more acceptable manner ? The knowledge of truth may in- 
deed be inimical to the fecular intereds of fome men ; but 
it can never be injurious to the caufe of virtue and holinefs. 
It is not to be prefumed, that any tranflation can give uni- 
verfal fatisfaSion to the various and jarring parties of Chrit 
tians, neither the editor of the prefent tranflation, nor his 
ajpfiantsy flatter themfejves with fuch ?n expectation : it is 
enough for them to fay, that to the bed of their knowledge, 
the fenfe of the Original has been faithfully given ; if in any 
thing they have erred, they would be thankful for further 
light. Truth alone is their objeft. It is prefumed that the 
language of this tranflation will be found to be good, as con- 

fiderable 



ilS THE UNIVERSALIST S MISCELLANY. 

BderMe attention has been paid to the panftuation, ca» 
dence, and other improvements which the {IngUQi language 
lias acautred, fince the national tranflation was m^e. The 
plan of thb work is entirely new. The fpeakers are marked, 
"which to common readers, and in the hiiloric'al parts efpe- 
ciaHy, will be an advantage, as it often determines the fenfe 
without any further expofnion. The whole is divided into 
feflfons, with a title expreflive of the fenfe of each, according 
to the baft judgment of thofe concerned in the tranflatioa. 

In fome i itances there will be found a conliderable diiv 
Terence in fenfe from the natiopal tianflation, a few in- 
ftances of which we will give. Afis i. 24, 25. Natjonal 
tranflation. Jmi they ftajedy and Jaid^ ThoUy JLord^ which 
hiovjeft the hearts ef all men^ Jhew whether- of thej^ t^o 
thm hafi ch^fen^ that he may take part of this minijlry and 
itpofikjhipy jrmi which Judas^ by tranfgreffion felly that he 
might go to his own place. Scarlett's tranlTation. And they 
frayedy and faidy ThoUy Lordy who incwefl the hearts of all^ 
fifew which of thefe two thou hafl chofen, to take a part of this 
winifiry, and tn go into the prober place of the apojilejhip^ from 
which yudas by tranfgrefjion fell, A<Ss xiii. 48. National 
tranflation. And as many as were ordained to eternal lifcy 
Relieved, Scarlett's tranflation. And as many believed as were 
difpofed for aonian life. 2 Cor. v. 3, 4. National tranfla^ ^ 
tton. Bat if our g'fpel be hidy it is hid to them that are loji : 
in whom the God of this wot Id hath blinded the m nds of them 
-which believe noty kfl the light of the glorious gofpel of Chriji^ 
who is the image of Gody Jhould Jhine unto them. Sc ariettas 
'teranfl.ation. But if our gofpel affo is veiled y it is vei'ed amon^ 
the things which ore aboUjhed ; by which the God of this age 
hath blinded the underjiandings of the unbeliever Sy that the light 
nf tJ>e bright gofpel of Chrifty who is the image of Gody might ' 
not illuminate them, Thefe fpecimens are left to the con- 
sideration of the competent reader. 

The whole is interfperfed with fliort notes ^ the bottom 
ef the page. 

Wherever the word Aion occurred in the original, it is 
tendered agCy and in the plural ages. When the fame word 
liccutred as an adjeSive, aonian is retained: as aonian life, 
^cnroM '}\i6gmtnty &c. Alfo the word Baptizoy with its va- 
rious infiedions, is rendered by^ immerfcy immerfedy im' 
merfingy ^. For both which, the reafons are given at the 
end of the book. 

By the ttffe of the words efernal, everlafting, and the 

phraf 
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phrafe for ever and ever, in ^he national tranflation, a grca^ 
deal of the popular evidence in behalf of the notion of eternal 
mifery is derived; as Mr. Scarlett s tranflation has no fudi 
words in it, his work may be confidered as a manly appeal 
to the public mind upon that interefiing fubjed. If any 
man of learning will come forward and controvert the pointy 
1 pledge myfelf that proper attention fliall be paid to him. 

This work is printed on common and fine paper in 
twelves, and on fuperfine in oSavo. Price of the com* 
mon, 6s. the fine, ids. 6d. fuperfine, 14s. The two latter 
are accompanied with plates, and a table of the genealogy of 
Chrift. Thofe to whom elegance and utility united are 
-agreeable, may be fupplied with an oftavo edition, printed 
on extra fuperfine cream-coloured paper, (with a beautiful 
extra frontifpiece) prime impreflions of the plates, &c, price 
one guinea in boards. Sold by the Editor, N6. 349, Strand; 
F. and C. Rivington, St. Paul's Church- Yard, and by 
Teulon, No. 100, Houndfditch. 
April 22, 1798. W'. VIDLER. 



MYSTERY. 

l&wTTnfiQu Mjfleryfram the Hebrew miftar,/>^m the verh (atar, 

to hide. 

UPON a general view of all the paflages where this word 
occurs, it will appear that it is a relative expreflion, 
iBuch refembling interpretation^ or the common ufe of the 
word antitype^ and always refers to fome obfcure hint that 
went before, either by word, thing, or aftion, of which it 
is the real intent and meaning. Every figurative or em- 
blematical fpeech or aftion, contains fome fecret meaning 
befide what is firft prefented to the fenfes ; and that fecret 
meaning is the mvflery of it. So that when once the meaning 
is made known to me, I find the figure, emblem, or parable, 
-to be diverted of every idea of fecrecy, intricacy, or doubtful* 
nefs. When one tells me a myfteryy then he tells me a plain, 
clear, and intelligible truth, throwing light upon fome ob- 
fcure faying or aSion that went before. And this method 
of inftrudlion is of all others the moft fatisfying and delight- 
ful to the mind, as well as the fitteft to awaken attention. 
A parable may be fitly compared to a Iheirinclofing a pearl, 
or a box containing a jewel \ when once the cover is opened, 

I am 



laO THE UNITERSALIST S MISCELLANY. 

1 am fully' fttisHed about the contents. Every one of ^fop's 
febles contains a moraf, and that moral is the whole myftery 
of it. Many (ayings, things, and fa£ts in the Old Tefta- 
ment contain a fecondary or fecret fenfe, which the New 
Teftament clearly unfolds, and "fo enables u$ to know the 
myftery of them. And when a myftery is once known, it is 
no more fecret, intricate, or doubtful. Jefus Chrift deliver- 
ed many parables concerniilg the kingdom of Heaven, /and 
he explained the meaning of them to his Difciples, *<Becaufc 
(faid he) it is given unto you to know the myjieries of the 
kingdom of Heaven.** In like manner, the vifions prefented 
to the Apoftle John, in the Ifle PatmoSf contained myjieries 
under them. I (hall content myfelf with producing a fpe- 
cimen. Rev. i. 20. The myfiery of the /even Jiars which thou 

Jawefi in my right handy and the /even golden candlejiicks ; the 
/even Jiars aire the angels of the Jeven churchesy and the feven 
candle/licks which thou fawejl are the Jeven churches^ In Paul's 
Epiftles, myjlery always re^rs to fome ancient figuife. Chrift's 
love to his Church was pre-figbred by the firft infiitution of 
marriage, fo is the myftery of it. The whole redeemed- 
company out of all nations was pre-figured by Ifrael, fo is 
the myftery of Ifrael after the flejb. And accordingly Paul 
affirms, that all Ifrael Jhall be Javed. That Chrift's people^ 
who remain alive at his fecond coming, (ball not Jleep^ but 
hechangedy was pre-figured by the tranflation of £noch and 
Elijah, and is accordingly called ^ myjlery i God made mani^ 
fejl in thfiflejhy JHft'^fi^d in the fpirit, &c. * is the truth, fpirit, 
or ultimate meaning, not only of the Shechinah, but of all the 
occafional appearances of God to men ; fo they who worftiip 
God as thus manifefted, worlhip him " in fpirit and truth.'* 
And this manifeftation of God is called the great myftery of 
gpdlimfs. Paul often calls the plain, fimple Gofpel which he 
preached, a myfteryy as being the true fcope and fenfe of 
many ancient types and figures ; fo he calls it the myftery, 
tiibich hath been hid from ages and generations ^ but now is made 
nuMfeJi. Were it needful, I might eafity (hew that the 
Greek fathers ufed the word myjlery in the fame fcnfe with the 
Apoftles, as referring to fome type, fymbol, or parable; even 
as the Latins ukA in its ^tzAJacramentumy in the fame fenfc 
alfo. We may alfo fee the myftery of iniquity difplayed, 

2 Thefl*. ii. 7. Rev. xvii. 5. Matt, xxiy^ 15. compared with 
Ezek. xxviii %. Dan. xi. 36, &c. 

• The fonner of thefe two phrafes points to the condition of Chrift 
while under the Law, and the latter to his condition as caifed from tlip 
dead. 



GEHENNA, BADES AND TAATAtUS. 

(Gehenna, is ufcd by the Sept.for the Hcb. Gehinoom Jofli. 
XTiii. 1 6. So nmai ia the N. T. b in like manner a comip-' 
tlcm of the two Heb. words gf, a vaUej^ and HmtiMiy the 
bame of a perfon who was once the poflfeflbr of it. This 
Vallej of Hinnom hy near Jerufalem, and had been the place 
of thofe abominable lacrifices in which the idolatrous Jews 
" (who originally were cut off from their people) burnt thejr 
children suive to Moloch^ an idol worOiippecl by the Ammo- 
liitesy I Kings xl. 7. and by the apoftate Ifraelites, Lev* 
xviii. 2i> 22. II Kings xxiii. i6. This place was appoint- 
ed for the execution of offenders under the flatutes. Lev. xx« 
14. xxi. 9. Ex. xxxi. 14. &c. And alfo for the excom- 
nprnicatioHy or cutting off of others whofe lives were fpared 
tinder the (latute Gen. xviil 14. Lev. xix. 13. and ix. ij, 
&c. And to this place and flate our Lord refers. Mat. v* 
22, 29, 30. and xxiii. 33, &c. Here it may be proper to 
^int outy or (late the difference of meaning in the three 
tj^cek words which our tranflators have rendered in common 
'helL Gehenna, which we have confidered above, Hades 
aiid Tartarus. Refpeding Hades, it appears very clearly* 
to fignify the ftate ot the dead or departed fouls, whether in 
happinefs or mifery, and (hould never be rendered grave, for 
the proper word for grave in the N. T. is in Greek 
"Hbynuioff fee Matt, xxvii. 52. Luk. xi. 44. John v. 28, &c. 
This word conveys the idea of a particular cavity di^ed ii^ 
the earth for the interment of a dead perfon, wherea&Hades 
is a colledive name for all the parts and receptacles of all 
who have departed this life. See Luke xvi. 23. I Cor. xv. 
55. Rev. i. II, &c. As to Tartarus, II Pet^ ii. 4. This 
Word is only applied to the fallen angels and rather fignifies 
t^ati than a place, perhaps from lafarrv or Ta^aurw. Tq 
trouble, difturb, agitate, &c. Firft, Gehenna then is ufed 
by our Lord to defcribe the awful punifhment of the fecond 
death. Matt, v* 22. and x. 28. and xviii. 9. Mar. ix. 43^ 
4Si 47* Luke xii. 5. for banifliment only. Matt, xxiii. 15. 
33. Secondly, Hades for the ftate of the dead in general: 
iiw! Thirdly, Tartarus, as the prefent fituation, or condition 
•f the failed angels only, called vcr. 17. " Blackncfs of 
^arknefs, Judever. 13. 

Voi^Il R faiTl- 
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CRITICISIM ON II PET. i. I9. 

But (now) wc have more confirmed the prophetic word*, 
lai echomen bebai Oteron ton prophetikm logon. Here wo may 
confider how on the holy mount, or in Jefus Chrift glorified, 
appeated the meaning^ of the inftitution of the ancient 
oracles, the anointing of kings, priefts, and proph^tf^, with 
oil, which made the face toflnne^ &c. But to take in all the 
views which are concentered in this grand event, would re- 
quire a general furvey of the whole Scriptures, the great atid 
leading defign of which is, to fet before us the fufterings of 
Chrifi ifluing in his glory. If we take our ftation on the 
holy mount, we have a profpeA backwa^d to the beginning 
of time, and forward to the end thereof, when the myftery 
of God (hall be fini(hed, and all old things give place to the 
new heavens and the new earth, containing the new Je- 
rufalem, which fliall be illuminated by the glory of God 
fliining in the face of Jefus Chrift ; when the whole com- 
pany of them who were redeemed from 'among men, and 
^ chofen in Chrift before the foundation of the world, accom- 
panied with every other creature which is in heaven and on 
the earth, &c. See Rev. v. 13. fliall fully experience what 
meaneth grace T^igning through righteou/ne/s unto aonian life 
thrcugh Jefus Chrift our Lord. Here we are taught, with 
what great propriety, and on the folideft grounds', the apoftle 
Peter on this occafion aflerts, that the prophetic word, or all 
that the prophets had written, had now received additional 
confirmation. It was no fmall recommendation of the truth 
of the apoftolic teftimotiy concerning Jefus being the Chrift, 
that it confirmed and cftabliOied the writings of the ancient 
prophets. The prophetic word, after all the evidence it for- 
merly had of coming from God, was to be verified, and fo to 
receive additional confirmation by its accompHftiment. Afide 
from i s accomplifliment in Jefus, we cannot find therein 
any fixed fenfe or unity of defign : but when we fee all its 
lines meeting in Jefus, like the rays of the fun coUeded in 
a focus, there arifes thence the brighteft and ftrongeft evi- 
dence of the truth of what the apoftles witnefled concerning 

the 

♦ Is it not furprifing to lefle^l how much has been written by learned 
difputan^s, on this tekt, laboi ioufly contending with each other, in what 
fen e >he prophetic word might bt iaiJ to be morefure than the ni'^ft 10 ^mn 
ar'^ -^y uit levebtion that ever v»as dd.verrc from God to n.en, n n-.eiy, 
this on the holy mount ? But there aro tew who incline lo ob^Vt.th^ ina* 
port ot this grand reveliition. 



the power and coming of tbe Lord Jefus Cbrift. Thus the 
old and new revelation tallying exadly together in fuch a 
number and variety of circumfbrnces, as utterly exclude all 
fiifpidon of human contrivance, ferve mutually to fupport 
and (bei^;then each other, and fo to eftablifh beyoiMl all 
doubt that great truth, that Jejus is tbe Ofri/l. 
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ANSWERS TO THE MATHEMATICAL QUES- 
TIONS, page 91. 

Anfwer to the Firjt ^uefiiom. 

400 millicms fteriing is equal to 38o;952,382 guineas 
nearly, which multiplied by -^ of an inch gives 365714285 
inches, ot 5772 mik^ 10 yards and 5I incl^, tlie loigth of 
the firing of guineas. 

Again — 1^ — =530 inches, or 15 yards nearly. 
^ K>7XS28oxi2 ^i4 breadth of the 4ad. 



Anfwer fo the Second ^uejiionm 

^2i^±i2i2±2£==:g,.9, from which fubtrad fcvcrally 
'* the feme numbers (27.30— 58.50— .78) 

the remaining niunbers will be 54^^ — 23*4^3-9* 

Then '^Si^gx 54.6 X 23.4 X 3.9 :=63,882f 

Again, . 

^^^t^2i:i2s8o, frbm which Aibtraaing as before, the 
* remainders will be 2 — 30 — 48* 

Tl^eii ^89x11x^30x48: S48 to which if we add Ae 
above number 63.882 
thefum sii.88awUl be the content of 

^ field inacres. 

jf . s. i. 
Whence as 111.882 : i2o^« :: i : : i 14 6 the price 
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4rrfwir f# ihf f'hird ^epiott. 

899-853=37, 
Then 890 X 58=51620 

9MX 37=33707 - 

Whence as 51620 : 960 grains : : 33707 t 6267 grains, 
vfhidi is the tbiai quantity of gold in the oiedais coii%r* 
qucntly the alloy of copper is 3337 grains. 



Anjwer to the fourth ^cJiloM* 

The diameter of the globe being 6 feet, tlie fiirface ii^ 
fqiiarcfcet will be (6x6x3.1416=) ii3."o976. 

This number again multiplied bjr 144 yrV& be the fmcff 
fictal content iq fqti^ indi^ ast<>^86*_ 

Then 113.0976x16^. = iSog.c ' 

And 16286^ x 3^^7^52929.5 

Therefore qielr.fum :t= 54739 penc^jp or J^.i^lits. yrfl. 15 
the total charge of the globe, 



Anfvjer'tQ the Pifih^efiioj^^ 

BjflheHiifefttfA 4c6o taillion ft the iftimber o^ faferfc4t^| 
f^ct x:ont9iiled in the tji^cle, yirhich diyMed by the decimal 
•785398 is 599(«9S9?s8^^Xhe %tiaj^ root oi lim^i^vptttsst if 
71365 feet, or 13 miles, 4 furlongs, an^ 28 yard^U the dia- 
meter of the required circfe* > . * 

Again : (25000x5280) =132,000,060 is the circumfe-r 
renoe of Ave glebe in feet ; and'clf confequencey-the ra^kuror 
half diametCf is ^i,po8,46o* 

Tkrt i22!25!^:^3s:5 ^he vcrfedfine^tf fheclr^. 

1320Q0000 *^ -^ . . 

I^Vbence/as 2^608460—38^5 : 210084^10:: .^1008460 : 

^ftQQ8^98.5 - 
FVom wTjich fubtrafling the radius 21008460 
7he fdmdndcr is*thoalt|tu3erequire4> mipejy5|;:3ftf.fi^. 
Note^ if- a fquare yard te allowed to each perfon, then * 
the diameter of a circle, containing 1000 million of inhabi- 
tants will be 29 miles and 1 23 vards j and a perifon may fee 
^hc whole at an altitude of 89 teet. " 

'> ^• '" " ^ ^^"** ^Sv^v- 



A/fu/r h tie ^f^Km rifpeBing 9vr Smfkur's Jfpeanmce. 

Hours Miles Hour 
As 24 % 25090 :; I : ^^^22? or V^th cf tke great 
circljc of the globe, 
im. 25000 x«<ooo ' o « 

^'^ ^4x^4^ • 7854 = Ssiais 

This again divided by i^coo = 34,0885 the verfed fine of 
the ark, which fubtraacd from 3979 the radius of ibc eaith, 
leaves a remainder of 3944 .9115. 

Whence, as 3944-9115 : 3979 •• 3979 • 4013 • 35 

SubtraA 3979. 

Remaiq 34»tlor^4l 

mnes, the altitude wquifcdi 

^^tey \{l^ the ^parent naotion our Satvio«ir fhould be vi- 
fibje two hours to ocfa place, his altitude will be 1 7o| miles 
ijearly, "^ ^ i 



SPRIIsfG. 

AN IMltATION OF THOMSON. 

Infcribid tO' A ary- Ann T-— • 

NOW wmljc'.w forth, my Jeareft Aoa,.toi view 
New Katiire^s iintling face, and hail the iccae 
Qf bounteous ftofe« fbe here difplays profufe: 
Hail too, and chieftft hail, that Lora Jl i.i<^bt. 
Of warmth and'^en^h* of nature-cheeruig ^owV» 
The ne'er exhiufted tbitf ce. 
Fhiikf 4 Ci-^ivi the radiant chambers of the Ca((» 
Rides forth the Kinjr of Pay, Ukimiiig all. 
And feens t* ex^ Stm Winter's drear femaiBff 
Before: hU vafty orb* How glad the ckai^l 
How fmiks' Cre^oli^s fpace at Aries' gveiV 
When driving forth on high his car rotWBiE), 
He joys refpteiftdent sdl th' ethereal Ocy. 
That car which heatb^i Tons have thought peat up 
In fome huge 0all while Winter held \m rcigtt» 
.A ittUeft ntighbow to th' ainbro6al lleeds, 
Qn ether hay regal'd*. 

Shall we o'€r re^ms 
On t'other fide the Sun that fcern to be» 
Caft an enquiring ^yc ? No fun-^eunwt^cpe r 

Glad tbe«okt k!am^ aad^H is Winter, c'eri 
(QdiefuUmi^(^Spdi«4 QVtm Zcmbk^srce 
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Percnvfs tlie diabee» nor doet Aedaiigcr*s topi 
And the huge Kraken ftill fwcept northern fea^ 
0*er icy ii^es ajnufivti Lord of all. 
Light we on Iceland*^ (hore> ^ert Hecla IBU 
Uprears a frozen fidef and th* hot Geyfer, 
Unfroze and ftrange, oft fpouts her fcalding fprlng s 
The|ie Winter growls in Northern Miyefty, 
And ftiU <^fie8 the glorious orb of Heaven; 
Kor can link*d Caucafus and Tarus hc^hts 
Boaft friendlier regions now I 'tis Winter fHll, 
Still their ilem heads that awfu) pierce the clouds^ 
(Which round their frozen crowns dilportlve play) 
And feem to prop the iky» like Atlas old. 
Yet rife in w^t'ry grandeur toward IJeav'n, 
That; Ioo|(S will) V^fn one cloud by fiiows conjoined* 
But, turn we now from diftant fancy^4 fc^nesy 
;Nor refton Appenine or frightful Alps, 
Whofe high forbidding tops and deathAxl valet» i 

That fix)wn in horror ttern, ^muft With •pe vrft 
Of hoary fngw ^verM o*cr impartial^ 
Make the hold traveller think himieif in cloudf. 
But let us torn «iur eyes intd our milder ifle,'^ 
And vifit realms within our Albine tow'rs, 
Thofe tow'ri by Nature's Ijainl, th?it feem deiign*4 
By Naturt^s Loiid to fi^eld a favouiM land 1 
^, Britain ! bleft in this thy t^mp'rate clime> 
Why faabufe the gra^ioui gifts or Heav^n^ 
^im» ^ofe good y^ur roUs riwnd in earthly blifsf, 
Andieafon follows ftaf<^ thro* the whole. 
In fweetelt harmony fuiieffive? 
Why forget:^ thou th' ettmal caufe of aU» 
And by 5»e blinded infidelity ' v 

Kepay^ft tVikU-creating BenefaAor? 
Now while gay Spring bedecks the fattening (oiI| 
Oh turn tfai^e, tuni from thy corrupttd ways« 
And with the genial ^eice or Nature hai| 
With me the genei^ S^od* \ 

Lot us not mount on chilling Wrekin^s top* 
Nor ^t my Mu(e on big FUnlimmon^s height 
Freeze me with Cambrian fcenes, while my fond heart 
Pants to purfue foft Spring's reviving Anilet, 
And .trace her thro' her daify ipangled meadtf 
Congenial laughing round. As vmen ftem war 
, Has fpread nam year to year his baneful iret 
And indiiicriminate, nor fexnor age 
Has will'd to kuully fpare, but gor'd aUke, 
And as at lafl he dowly leaves tl^ ftage^ 
Big with fell anger and fanguinary luf^y 
A fullen look cafts back» yet loth to quit the iccne 
Of defolation and far icattered woe : 
So even now does warring Winter ceaie 
His iron reign j but oft &s frowning eye 
He item reverts as onward yet he moves. 
And yields to gentle Spring thofe. dreary feeoeflf* 
The humble crocus now with kipgly hufi 

Rifes 
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Kiftt in medeft growth, a yirpn tioge^ 

And die round bud peeps tkto* the k&otted t>^bgli» 

Of fhiltfiil grattinidc indicadve. 

Vtrt let my Mule lead me with Jcmmt hind 

Throujgh Siplbn^t rufal road» to tee enraptured 

That racund bed of blooming orchardt fweet* 

Each ancient fruit-tree now lii verhal bloom» 

All with fragrant vegetation tecining> 

l*he gladdened eye beholds with frelh deKght* 

And takes in all the botinteous range of Springs 

fileifing tilth iimple villagd-*s h%td toil. 

Re^udlefs pa^es by the village clown. 

His rov^er eye views them as things of courit } 

He incoofid^rate thinks it flioiild befot 

And thanks not Him by whole command they vnrty 

Whofe frown could kill, whofe breath could btift the whole* 

Unwifeft ingrate ! whofe accuftom^d mind 

Rubs on thro* life unknowing half its blifs. 

And looks on aU the precious ftores thereof 

As common gilts each man Ihould well expe^. 

How different far the grateful laborer's eye. 

That views enraptured Nature^s bloffomM face^ 

And in each feature finds increaiing charms t 

From his deep (bul he pours forth fervent thankf> 

At o^cr the ample bolom of hit field. 

He walks in rapturM contemplation fweet. 

' ■ And thut let me 
Stray in the well-known field, by fofteft notes 
Of dulcet harmony invited forth. 

Of the glad feathered race that joy the fcene, : 'i^^ 

And now with tuneful throatt feem to hail Man, 
As harbingers of life retumM from far. 
<31ad the fweet primrofe ^mongft the mole hills. 
In pkafant Towny-Mead fends forth herfweets. 
And grateful rears its <xlours to the iky ; v 
While Man receives the happy new-born tafte. 
And joyous owns the gift. 

See Nature now/aiTimie a blifsful mien : 
He who e'er now fzt (hiv'ring on the hearth. 
With ev'ry joint by cruel coW benumbed. 
Goes whiftiing to the plough, a happy Twain, 
Cheer'd by the parcnt-foft'rer the Sun, 
That gladly nurs'd him from the pinching froft. 
And in a bleft gradation, day by day. 
In him the man revives, the native man, 
laftiird with prefent life, and calls him ^rth 
From out the well-dcferved bed of reft, 
■ To tafte the genial mom by happy note, 
EncouragM'of the lark. The meadows laugh, ' 
An4 lavifli Nature pours her vei-nal ftores 
In fair Aurora's lap, and gladdens thus 
The once crampM heart, of now ftrong, grateful Maii. 

JUVENIS. 
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March 26. 
TlY the German paperf» it appears 
^ to be the intentioo of France and 
the Emperor to fecularise the eccle> 
jGaftical ftatesy aud many of the ee- 
clefiaftics, alarmed at the unexpt^lod 
changes which are daily taking 
place, have began to fell their tim- 
ber» and convert all their moveable 
property into fpecie. 

^7. A letter from Waterford, 
dated the 20th, ftates, that ootwith- 
fhrnding to men a day, on the ave- 
rage war^ ient-frora the priibns to 
Duncanon fort, and to the tender for 
the navy, the two gaols were crowd- 
ed with perfons accufed of^defen- 
derifm. 

a8. A requifitiop of every third 
man able to beai[ arms is expelled to 
take- place in Holland; the objeft 
feems to be to /uife a TufBcient num- 
ber of men to man their fleet» in* 
tended to co-operate in the deicent 
upon this country. 

29. The French Government at. 
Mentz have prohibited the monks 
from wearing their uAial habits, and 
fuch as are incapable of fubfiHing 
by their literary talent3 have been 
given to underftand they may go 
and work in ^e vineyards up the 
Khine. 

30. By th9 la(l Irifh papers we 
have fome particulars from the South, 
which (hew that part of the king- 
dom in its true colours. Some 
months ago we (huddered at the^ii- 
tuation of the No^, but that was 
peace and happlnefs compared with 
the prefent ftate of the South. Not 
a day pafTes without fome outrage, 
and the imprifonment of fome per- 
fons. The city of Cork is filled with 
families who have abandoned the 
country through fear, and every one 
looks with anxietv and diimay to 
the termination of the prefent un- 
happy* ftate of affaiis. 

3 1 . It was currently reported yef- 
tcrdty on. 'Change, that the Ameri- 
can CommiTTioners, appointed to ad- 
|uft the difterences between their 
-country and Prance have been order- 



ed immediate^ to quit the dominiori 
of the Republic, that orders tvere if- 
fucd f arreft all Americans who bad 
taken up their abode m Fi-ance iince 
the year 17921 and their property^ 
which is fuppolcd to be worth thi%e 
million* fterling, to be confifcated^ 
to abide the dicttrmination of the 
differences between the two Go. 
vemments. 

AP&1L4. ThcwhokoftheSwirs 
Cantons have nc^ declared, that 
they are willing to accept the plan 
of a conftitation pn>pofed for them 
at Paris* 

, 9. An encampment is to be form- 
ed in Windfor Foreft ; Gen. Har- 
court is nominated to the command. 

A mutiny having broke out on 
board ope of the homeward-bound 
Indiamen, in which the giinner 
ftruck a mate, the captain, who was 
prefent, inftantly fliot him dead. 

.12. The Porta is threatened with 
a new ftorm i a dangerous rebellion 
has broken out in the Morea, and 
the greater part of the Greeks in 
that country have joined the infur** 
gents. 

19. The Dtike of York, a few 
days fince, by way of example, dif- 
m^fled a General (Mcer, command' 
ing an important polt in Hamplhire, 
on account of his frequent inebrie- 
t5', obferving on the occaflon, that 
thefe were not tiroes for either offi- 
cers or foldiers to be unguarded, or 
neglect! of their duty. 

a3« Loud Briftol,an rriihBiihop, 
has been feized by the French, on 
the chaige of ^being a fpy ; he had 
many papers about him relative to 
the ftate of Fr^e, their fleets, &c. 
and is to be tried by a Council of 
War at Fcrrai-a. 

24. A courier extraordinary ar- 
rived at Paris on the 29th of Ger- 
minal, who brought intelligence 
from Raftadt to the Diraftory, that , 
the deputation of the empire^ had 
accepted all the conditions of peace 
propofed on the part of the Fitnch 
Republic. 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 
CMitaudfrsm Page 479 tfihefrft FAme. 

A Great influx c^ temporary matter has prevented tit 
firom attending to this pleafing articlcy in fevcral of 
oiir preceding numbers. We now refume the fubjed. 

In our laft eflajr, we endeavoured to prove that Mofes has 
given a rational and philofophical account of the fubCdBng of 
the waters of the Deluge, and' the re-fDrmation of the earth. 
Various have been the conjedures of modem philofophers 
concerning the intenud ftrudure of our orb. The lively 
Buffbn fancied it to be a globe of glafs. Whiflon thought 
it was a fphere of heated iron. Kircher faid it was one great 
dreadful volcano. Burnet, who feems to have taken his idea 
from Mofes, fuppofes it to be a great mafs of waters. In- 
d^, we can knovi^ nothing of the matter by experience ; 
and if Revelation has faid nothing about it, we muft be for 
ever ignorant. Our inquiries have been carried but to a very 
little depth below the furface. The deepeft mine, which, per- 
haps, is that at Cottenberg, in Hungary, is little more than 
thati three thoufand feet in depth ; but what proportion does 
that bear to the diameter of the earth, which is near eight ' 
thoufand miles ? 

So far as human curiofity or avarice have carried their re- 
fe^rches, the globe has been found to coniift of different layers 
or beds of earth ; thefe, in general, lie horizontally one over 
another, like the leaves of a book, and each of them is com- 
pofed of materials that increafe in weight as they lie deeper ; 
bm this order is fometimes inverted, probably from accidental 

Vot. If. S caufcs, 
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caiifesy Aich as earthquakes, partial floods, &c. Tlie firft 
layer that is generally found at the furfaee is a light mouldy 
which we call garden-earth. With this the earth is every 
whfre invefted. unlefs it b^ ^^fhed off by rains, or removed 
by external violence. . Naturalifts tell U3 that this is formed 
of animal and vegetable bodies decayed. No doubt but animal 
and vegetable fubftances, having decayed and mixed with this 
rnould h^ve gre^tj[y< ingreafed it ; but.tbere mufl have been ji 
mould upon the furfaee of the earth capable of fupporting. 
vegetables and animals before either of thefe could. die and 
mix with the earth. The Cceatoi; therefore, in his good- 
nefs, clothed the globe with thiis fruitful kind of mould at the 
beginning, that man and bead might find food from the va- 
rious kinds of vegetables which ft produces. This, how- 
ever, is not to be fuppofed. entirely puxQ> but is mixed with 
much ftony and gravelly matter from the layers immediately 
beneath it. J tgi^nerally. happens that thp^ foil is f^ertilp in pro- 
portion to the quantity of this garden-earth with jthe gravelly 
sx^ixtujce ; and as the Sortf^er pr^ominatf^s, fq faf i^the veg^- 
t^tiqp upon it luxuriant. It is this external coverii^g that 
fupplies m^ with all the tru^ riphps he enjoys^ He hfis, in- 
dqqdy with v^ft lal^oui:, and withftl^p. faprifice of t^e hp^b 
an4 livjcs of millioi^s^ brought up gpl4 aft4 jewels froi)i,^qit^f 
depths* but they are^ merely the toys, of a c^pricipj^^beingy 
trifles npQ^.\Hh}izhh^h^SJ^]^qpii.^fx iniaginary. value, anUfpr. 
M^ch fools.alone.part, wiiJh thq.mofe ffjbl^ntial bleffiq^g^: q^ 
life^ It istbts earth, as Pli^^y; w^ll obf^rv^y^tjisif^ li]ke z 
kind motb^, receives us a^ our birth^^ and fuf^ains iis..wbc^ 
bqrii^, It is thiis aloqe^ of all t}y^,el<^mfYits apund us^^, tliat . 
is never found an enemy to man^ Tl>e body .pf waters dip- 
luge him with rains, opprefs him with; hail, an^ drpii^^hioi 
with inundatjfjns. The air rufhes in flprms,, prtf^u^ the 
tempeft, or lights up the volcano; butti^e es^th, g^t)e ;a{i4 
iudiilgent* ever fubfcrvient to the waists, of ip^p^ ipr^ad^ hfh 
walks with flowers, and his tabic ^s iih, plenfy,^; returns, w}^ 
jiitereft every good committed to her care^; aq4,. though fh^. 
producer the poiron, fhe flill fuppUes the ar>ti49te } tfjoug^ 
conflantly telzed more to furnifli the luxuries^ of^ ri^ tha^, . 
his nccelfitiesj yet, even to the lait, fh^ continfifi^ her kjfid 
indulgence, and, when V^i^ is overj ibq piqiifly cove^feifjrc*. 
mairis in her bofom, , : : 

This external and fruitful layer^ Tyjjich cpv^s . tbf earthy 
is in a ilate of continual change, Yeget^blps, whicl},a|:e n^. 
turally fitted and rgoted to tijp pl^cc o^, vyhiclf they: gfpw;, rq* 

c^ivsB 
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cd re th eir adv tarti l i o n sqoonflmiieiK from tlie fi at o h a Jm CTify 
earth, aad water ; anunals, whtdi chaQgefrom pkceto pU^ 
arb Ibpportedl by v^netahles, or by each other. Bbch, )»#- 
ever, having' for a time eojoTed a ii^e adapted to their natiu^, 
.give4ack to Itie earth tbc^ fpoib which they had takeii^ yet, 
Afll to -be quickened agam intp firefli ettflence^ 

Some philofophcrs fuppofe that tfaofe countries which far 
a hxig ferKs of ages have fupported men and other amtealf» 
-mtt beCoriiin^ every day more and more barren ; while, oa tho 
iContrtry, thofedefdate places, Where'vegetables only art aboo- 
daritly prodaced, are growing more fruitful. Thtis Bufiba, 
vol. i. page 353. ^< in regions which are aoSnhabited, wfcefo 
the fpreils are not cat down, and whtre animals do not fcad 
Upon the plants^ the bed of vegetable du-th is cootinoally in-* 
' rreafing. In Itll iiroods, and even in thcAi which are often cul, 
there k a layer of earth of fix or eight inches thick, which 
hda been formed by the leaves^ brahches, and bark, which fall 
and rot upon the grotmd. I have frequently obfcrved on a Ro- 
man way that croiles Burgundy for a long extent, that there 
*& a" bed of black earth, of more than a foot thick, gathered 
over the ftony pavement, dn which fcvera! trees of a confider- 
able fiee are fupported. This I have found to be nothing 
•eife than an earth forktted by decayed leaves and branches, 
which have becta converted by tirtie into a black foil. NoiKr 
as vegetables draw much nrore of tbeir nourifhment fntdi 
the air and water thin they do from the earth, it muft follow", 
that in rotting upon the ground, they muft give more to the 
foil than they have taken from it. Hence, therefore, in 
woods kept a lon^ time without cutting, the foil bgflow 
Increafes to a confiderable depth ; and fuch we a6hially find 
the foil in thofe American wilds where the forefts have been 
undiftuibcd for ages. But it is otherwife where m^n abd 
l^nrcnals imve long fubfiftcld ; for as they make a confiderable 
confumption of wood and phnts, both for firing ahd o'tMr 
ofes, they take more from the earth than they rehirn to Jt ^ 
it ibliows therefore, that the bed of vegetable eaith^ in an 
inhabiteci country, m\\& be always diminifhingi ahd miMl at 
length rdemble the foil of Arabia Petrea, and other prdvincet 
^thc Eaft, which having been lon^ inhabited, are now he* 
come plains of fait and fand ; the nxed fait always .remain^ 
ing, whil^ the other volatile parts hfiVe flawn aw^y." 

What popr Encouragement idocs-dur French thcorlft givo , 
to the labour of the hufbandman ! It is happy for mankind 
l)^t the faniicr docs not live under the inflofence of fuch fpe- 
y* S a tuIationV! 
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rculations! Hftppy for the increafing natidns of the worM 
.that experience contradi&s the dream of the ingenious phi- 
'Wfopber! The countries that have been longeft inhabited in 
.the Eafty and have been under cultivation , fome of them above 
tthree thotiiand years, are to this day fruitful beyond others. 
Witnefs China and ihe Eaft- Indies. That fome eaftem 
countries, which were formerly fruitful, are now compara- 
nd vely barren, is granted; as Paleftine, Syria, Aiia Minor, 
t4md Meibpotamia ; but it is becaufe the iron hand of d^fpo^ 
ttfm has.atmpft depopulated them, and the few inhabitants 
who are left have no encouragement to till the ground. Men 
:*nd animals, who live by the fruits of the earth, return to it 
•gain, in various forms, that which they have taken for their 
fupport ; befide which, human induftry, by breaking up the 
.furface of the ground, and expofing it to the free influences 
of the fun and air, by mixing the various kinds of earth to- 
gether, and by turning the prolific waters upcm it^ greatly 
enrich it, and make it more fit for vegetation. And though 
JXien confume great quantities of wood in fuel, yet the alhes 
remain, and are fpread upon the earth, and the volatile falts 
•find vapours which cfcapc from burning fuel, are returned 
again from the air in» rain, friow, &C, We, therefore, have 
no reafon to fear that our fruitful fields will be turnM into 
barren plains of fait and /and. If any fiich fearful change 
has happened in any place, it is not owing to long cultivar 
tion, but to the horrid reign of defpptifm, or to accidental 
traufes, fuch as the want of rain for alortg courfe of years, 
and to the force of winds, which have driven beds of light 
native fands over thofc countries which were once comparar 
tivcly fertile : this has happened to Arabia Petrea^ fome parts 
of Egypt, and fome countries bordering the Euphrates on 
the Weft. 

If from the external furface we defcend deeper, and view 
the earth cut perpendicularly downwards, either in the banks 
of great rivers^ or on fteepy fea^fhores, or, going ftill deeper, 
if we obfcrve it in quarries or trdnes, we fliall find its layers 
regularly difpofed in their proper order. We muft not e»r 
peft, hdwever, to find them of the fame kitid or thicknefs in 
every place^ Sometimes marl is feen to be over fand, and 
fometimes under it. The moft common difpofition is, that 
under the firft earth is found gravel or fand, then clay or 
marl, then chalk or coal, marbles, ores, fand?, gravels, and 
thus all alternation of thefe fubftances, each growing more 
darfe as it fipks deeper, fte dayi for ii^aiice, found at 
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^tl^deptbof :aii luindrcd fcety it ufually heavier dnn that 
found not far from ihp furface. 

, . In this manner the earth i$ erery where found in beds ever 
, Ifeds ; and what is ftill remarl^able, each of tliem, as far as jft 
iB^jtends, is uniformly of the fame thicknefs. It is found allb^ 
, that as w:e proceed to confiderable depths^ every layer grows 
confiderably thicker. Thefc layers are fometimes very extent 
.five, and often are found to fpread over a fpaceof fome leagues 
,in circumference. But it mud not be fuppofed that they are, 
uniformly continued over the vvhole globe without any inter- 
.ruption : on the contrary, they are always at fmall intervals^ 
.cracked through as it were by perpendicular fiflures ; the eartlr 
.refembling, in this refpe£i:, the muddy bottom of a pond, from 
whence the water has been dried off by the fun, and thus 
.gaping in feveral chinks, which dcfcend in a-^iiredlion per*, 
pendicular to its furface. Thefe fiflures are many tim^ 
found empty, but oftener clofed up with adventitious fubr 
. (lances, that the rain, or fome other accidental caufes, have 
conveyed to fill their cavities. Their openings are not lefs 
.different than their contents, fome being not above half an 
Jnch wide; feme a foot, and fome feveral hundred yards 
afunder. Thefe laft form thofe dreadful chafms that arc to 
he foimd in the Alps, at the edge of which the traveller 
.Hands, dreading to look down at the immeafurabie gulph be- 
low, Thefe amazing clefts are well known to fucb as hare 
paflTed thefe mountains, where a chafm frecpiently prefents ir- 
fclf feveral hundred feet deep, and as many over, at the edge 
pf which the way lies. It often happens alfo, that the road 
leads along the bottom, and then the fpeftator fees on eac^i 
fide frightful precipices feveral hundred yards above him ; 
the fKles of, which correfpond fo exaflly with each other, 
jbat they evidently feem to have been torn afunder. 

The chafms found in the Alps are nothing to thofe which 
^re to be feen in the tremendous mountains called the Andes, 
*in South America. Thefe lofty hills, in comparifon of which 
the Alps are foull and contemptible, have their filfures in 
proportion to their greatnefs, in fome places they are a mile 
wide, and deep in proportion, and there are fome others,, 
that running under ground, in extent refemble a province. 
Of this kind alfo is that cavern called Elden-Holey in Derby- 
()iire, vVhich Dr. Plott tells us, was founded by a line of 
^igh| and twenty hundred feet, without finding the bottom, or 
fneeting with water, and yet the mouth at the top is not above 
fpitv y^r^s pyfr, f }ii§ injraeafuri^le <;avfrn runs perpen- 

fdiculai: 
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^iculftr 46wnward ; eod the fides of !t l^m tdmft;^ (o phthlfr 
as to (hew that they were once tmitied. Thofe i/^ho come to 
Vifit the place generally procure ftones to bt throMrh into its 
ihouth ; thefe aVe hetod for fcveral minuted faltlftg ^td ftrlk- 
ing agauift the iide3 of the cair^rn> producing a found that 
refembles diftant fhulider, dying aWay as tht (tone goes 
deeper. 

Thefe aire tmmy more bf ttiefe dreadful peipendicular fif- 
fures ih diflferent parts of theeatth> with accounts of which, 
Kifcher, Gaflardlus, and others, who have given hiftbries of 
the wonders of the Aibterrahean world- abundantly ftjpply ui. 
The generality of readers, however, will confider them with 
!tfs aAonifiimem, when they are informed of their being cotti^ 
tnon ^1 over the earth ; that almoft in every field, in cvex^ 
iquarry, they are to be found, either ftill gaping, or filled witn 
matter that has accidentally clofed their interftices. TTie in-» 
lattentive fpeSator neglefts the enquiry, but their being torn- 
inon is partly the caufe that excites the philofopher's atten- 
tion to them ; the irregularities of Nature he is often content 
to let pufs unexamined ; but when a conftant and a common 
appearance prefents itfelf, every return of the objed is a 
frefh call to his coriofity, and the chink in the next quarry 
becomes as great a matter of wonder as the chafm in Elden- 
,Hole. , Philofophers have long, therefore, endeavoured to 
lind out the caufe of thefe perpendicular fiffures, which our 
own countrymen, Wbodwa/d and Ray, wei:^e the firft that 
found to be fo common and univerfal. Mn Buffon fuppofes 
them to be cracks made by the fun, in drying up the earth 
'immediately after its emerfion from the deep* Goldfmitbi 
from whom we have taken the chief of this account, fays, 
^ The heat of the fun is very probably a principal caufe,'but 
it is not right to afcribe to one caufe only what we may find 
to be the refult of many. Earthquakes, fevere frofts, burft-» 
ing waters,, and fix)niis tearing up the roots of trees, have iii 
pur times produced them :. and to this variety of caufcs wtj 
muft, atprefent, be content to affign thofe that have happen- 
ed brfore we had opportunities for obfctvation.*' But, ^lih 
duerefpcftto thefe great names, we do not thirtk that all 
•thefe caufes together will account for the multitude of thofe 
fiflbifes, andefpecially for the larger ones ; and without re-, 
jtfting the caufes which they have mentioned, we would re- 
itiihd our Readers of what we faid in page 429 to 432, and 
pages 47 c to 478, of ohr firft volume, in which places the 
yaffages^th ^ifs, that i? ^hc Clcfts ^d fiflbres of th^earth, 
'-"■*'. and 



miidlheirprtiKripatcaufe, Wuk^ieirures, juredcfcrS^ For 
t^MHigh the iacii4 writers have not given us ^Jjfim of nsmu 
r)I philQfQphy, yet we think their reference to the opera** 
tions q£ nature are ftridly philofophical. 
. £Ti hi cgmtinued^ 



ELECTION. 
Deak. SiRi 

JN addition to my former Letters, I b^ leave lo tJSu \ 
few remarks upon the eledion of the jewi(h nation^ anA 
^dealii^of Jtbt^vab with them; after which, if GoA 
permit, will endeavour to inveftigate the fubjed as it relateii 
to Chrift and his difciples*. At prefent I IhaU ftale four pro«» 
poUtioos, with proofs.and illuftratlonf. 
\ pjfcOPOsr:]^iOK \. The eU^im sf tbi Ifraelitu vm$ tm 0& 
of ibi fovxreign good plet^ure o/ythovab. 

It would, be luperfluous to repeat what is already befqre 
the reader, in my former letters, refpedin^ God's cnpic« pf 
the f^d of Jacob iii their fathers^ in particular what I acU 
vanced in oiy lad to prove that the election of Jacob, irre^ 
foedive of good or evil done by him^ was not merely the^ 
ele(Stion of the individual man, but of the whole nation 
which ihoutd proce;ed from him : I (hall now barely obferve^ 
\\ax iif what i^ there aileried be fully admkted^ the above pro* 
pjofition muft be taken fbr granted: yet, left any ooe (boiiUL 
cpnfider^ the evidence already produced as inconcIufive> iv^, 
farther prpof, from the Scriptoires, fhall be brought forw^j:^^ 
as I deen;) fufficient of itfelf to fubflantiate my pofii|ont 

The Lord did not cail lOajel to that peculiar bipliAeft ^odi 
o))edience» which he required of them a^ his people, pri6r 
tp^^nd indeper^en^ of, his halving ek6]bed them* ^s a CiQmU* 
tipn for \\\Q, perfoi:mance of which he would choofe andid^-? 
liver them ; but he firft chofe, and faved thqm with an higli. 
hfmd, apd QUtftrctch^d a^m, aferded pei^uliar manifeftajtionk 
of himfelf to, and beftowed fpecial Weffipgs upon t^em, a^ 
then, on the foundation of what he had dotte^^ called ,<hpii^ ta, 
obey his will, and devote themCeJve^ k> hisiervicej a« his (pe- 
culiar people : therefore bis choo.fing tfcecn was a» a^cif 
free favour* Vlktitj€hn*ah defcen4ed ugw mount ,%mi 
with tremendous difpiays of majefty, the more to excite thw* 
attention,- and convince them of tfce obligations th^ W^e 
' under to obey his word, Mofes was -coi3:H»a|jded to ^j^aixA. 
the people of whai God had do^^e for them*. W:fe«n. Wfi 

awful 
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awful voice addreffed them from the midft of the Ifre, he hd-d 
gan with informi Ajg them,, that he was theii* God, and of th^ 
great fahration he had wi^ought for themjj*aif(i then gave tfietrr 
his holy commandments to obferve and do, Ex. Xi^. ^M%yiJ 
Their obedience was to flow ffOifi a fenfe of the obligations 
mbkh they were under to the Lord, which dbUgations exift^ 
ed in confequence of the favours already beilowed upon 
them. 

Mofes declared to the people that Jehovah chofe them 6c- 
C^nfe he? loved their fathers, that he did not fet his love upon 
them, or choofe them bccaufe they were more in number 
tfian any people ; but that becaufe the Lord loved them, and 
becaufe he would keep the oath .which he had fworn to theif 
jfathers, he had brought them out of Egypt with ^ mighty 
hand. They were ftriftly charged not to fpeak in their 
heart, after Jehovah had call out the nations before them, 
faying, /ir my righteoufnefs the Lord hath brought nie in to toj^ 
Jefi this landy and were affured they did not go to poflcls it 
for their righteoufnefs, nor for the uprightnefs of their heart; 
but that it was given to them in performance of the word 
which he had fworn to their fathers* UnderJIand there- 
fare (faid Mofcs) that Jehovah thy God giveth thee not this good 
bmd to pojfefs it y for thy righteoufnefs ; for thou art a fiiff-nec\^ ' 
ed people. Deut. iv. 37, chap. vii. 7, 8.^ X. 15. ix, 4, 5, 6. 
Samuel referred to its \\zv\ng pleafed Jehovah to make them 
his people, i Sam. %\\. 22. Ezekiel declared the Lord 
chofe 4hcm, and wrought for tliem, notwithftariding all 
their fins, for his name Jake ^ ch^ip. xx. To me it appears 
evident, from the above paflages, that the ele£tibn of the 
Jews was an eScA of the fovereign good pleafure of Jehoyah. 

Left'the above remarks (hould be fo far mifconftrued as to ' 
lead any one to fuppofe, that thofe whom the Lord of his fo- 
vereign good pleafure hath elefled, as he did the houfe of 
Iflrael, muft neceflarily be happy, whether obedient or difo- 
^dient to the divine will, that they are exempted from afl 
punifliment due to their fins, by a divine decree in their fe- ' 
vour, 1 intend to (hew, that 

Proposition IL 7T)e unconditional eleSfion of the Jews 
£d not render them happy y independent of their obedience /i Gody 
mry in any wife^ prevent their being punijhed according to their 
Jins. 

One of the pernicious effeSs of Calvinian Eleftion, I con- 
ceive to be, the leading perfons to think that their fecurity 
from punifhrnent depends upon thd unconditional decrees of 

God. 
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J fear there are ftill men who fuppofe, that if they bjc of the 
cled number their happinefs is feclired, and their per fons in*- 
tiemnified from future puniflimenr, by an abfolute, arbitrary 
decree : confcqucntly inftead of feeking happinefs here, and 
exemption from the wrath to come, by obtaining delive- 
rance from the guilt, love, power, and defilement of fin, and 
by being made holy in heart and life, they are ever feeking 
for proofs of their eternal eleftion, which, if they can be 
fully perfuaded of, they think themfelves fafe ; while on the 
other hand they conclude, that if they be not eleded, God 
has no love for them, has made no provifion for their falva- 
tion, and that there is no poifible way left for them to efcape 
the wrath to come. As if the rewards and punifliments of 
the future (late were determined by an unconditional de- 
cree, when the Scriptures fully prove that every man will 
receive according to his works. As if God had not mani- 
fefted his love to, and made provifion for the falvation of, 
all mankind, when nothing is more evident. As if thcr^ , 
was any pofijble way of enjoying falvation in this life, and of 
cfcaping the wrath to come, than thdt which is opened to 
Ihe whole world, through repentance and faith. Thofe who 
iare influenced by the toregoing hypothefis, are naturally led 
to feek for feme foundation of hope in themfelves, to look 
for certain operations upon their minds as an evidence oit 
"their eledion, irftead of flying for rctuge to lay hold of the 
hope fet before them, and before all men, in the^ofpel. 

Becaufe it was impoflible for ifrael, though the chofeili 
|)eople of Jehovah, in whofe behalf he had wrought won«» 
ders, and on whom he had be flowed fo many favours, to dc- 
Hve all the advantage from their peculiar (ituation which it 
Was calculated to be of to them> and to enjoy peace and hap- 
pinefs unlefs they were obedient to the divine will, — becaufe 
it would be inconfiftent with the divine charaAer and go- 
vernment to continue them in the uninterrupted enjoytnent 
3of all the bleflings he had beftowed upon them, li they dlfo- 
beyed his voice, — and becaufe if they rebelled againft him. 
It became him to punifti them, therefore they were exhorted 
to hearken to his word, to walk in his commandments, to 
iland in awe of his, judgments, and were warned of the dread- 
Iful cohfequences which would follow if they dared to tranf- 
grefs. So, in the New Teftament, chriftiahs are exhorted to 
labour to enter into the reft which reinaihs to the people of 
God, and to take heed that they do not expofe themfelves to 
calamities, fimilar to thofe which have befallen the Jcws^ 
fieb. iv. ii> Rom. xi. 21 . 

Vol. II. T iTie 
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The conftitution of human nature muft ceafe to be Vhat 
God hath made it, — the connexion which he, in infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs, hath eftablifhed between caufes and 
effeds muft be entirely broken, — the (ix«l laws and order» 
of the moral world muft^ totally change, and even the nature 
of good and evil muft be rever fed, before men, eleSed or not 
cleded, can be really happy i(i the ways of (In, or before 
happinefs can ceafe to be the confequence of obedience to 
God ; but as thefe are changes which no man can fuppofe pod 
fible, and as the moral government of God is effenttally the 
fame at all times, it, muft follow, that vice and virtue muft, 
in all cafes, be followed with efFeds according to their own 
nature. Hence we might fuppofe from the nature of things 
that the Jews, though an ele^ nation, would become mife<« 
table in proportion as they became Hnful, and fuch, on ex- 
amination, we find to be the faA. 

As God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, it fol- 
lows, that in whom foe ver it exifts it muft be the object of 
his difpleafure, that he cannot fail to manifeft his indigna- 
tion againft it, and to punifh thofe who are the fubjects of it, 
according to the degree thereof, fo lorjg as it remains in 
them, vvhether they be his chofen people or others. To 
fuppofe that the righteous Governor of the world winks at, 
and pafles by without puniftiment, th^ fatne guilt and pollu- 
tion in his elect, as he feverely pu nifties in others, would be 
to fuppofe him partial and unjuft. We find the Lord threat^ 
cned his chofen people the Jews with the heavieft judgments, 
by the mouth of all his prophets. So far from his fufFering 
them to fin with impunity, becaufe he had chofew them, 
and inftead of his having made them a peculiar people in- 
ducing Jehovah not to punifli them, this is aftigned at the 
Yery reafon why he would punifti them for all their iniqui- 
ties. Amos iii. 2. That the Lord did not merely threaten, 
but that his awful threatenings have been executed upon the 
Jews, no man can deny* That the elect, who live under the 
gofpel difpenfation, muft give an account of themfelves to 
God, and receive according to the deeds done in the body, ia 
Very evident. Rom. xiv. 12, 2 Cor. v., 10. 

Proposition I TL The Jews being punijhed according f9 
their Jins^ has not difannulled the counfel of. God refpeBing them, 
fit afide his elediion of them^ nor will prevent his doing by and for 
them all that he promifed to their fathers. 

If when Jehovah firft chofe the feed of Jacob, he hadbeetf 
^orant of their future defection, fins, aiid the punilbment 

whicb 
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which would have come upon thenOy bis counfel refpcding 
them inight be fruftratcd, his choice of them fet afide, and 
the ends for which he chofe them for ever prevented^ by 
fuch new and nnexptSed circumilancts ; but it it be admit- 
tedy that w! en he fird chofc tbem» and promifed to do fucli 

Keat things by and for them> he knew perfe^ly wtiai. thetff 
ture condud would be« ihen it follows that the above pro* 
pofition mull be trUe: for it cannot be fuppofed, that \bn 
Lord would choofe them for» and refolve to accomplifli upon 
and by them, purpofe^ which he^ at the very time, knew 
^ir conduct would render abortive, aiid for ever defeat. 
That God kiiew from ^he firft how the Jews would ad is 
evident, for their fms and punifliment were foretold by^ 
Mofes and the Prophets, yet he chofe them* He declaretk, 
the end fr$m the beginning, confequently he mud have feea 
from the firft, all the circumflances of fin and fuffcring 
which would intervene between his original defign of mak- 
ing all his creatures happy, and the accompliihment thereof^ 
yet, with all the circumftances in view, he abfolutely pro- 
mifed to carty that defign into ttkSt. Hence we may con- 
clude, that fm and puniihment (hall not prevent his counfel 
ftaadtng, and his doing all his pleafure, both refpeding th# 
Jews and all mankind. Shall a mortal man> who is a potter, 
perform his pleafure upon the clay? Shall he, when a veilet 
is, marred in his hand, form it again as it feemeth good to 
htm, and (ball not Jehovah, in whofe hands all creatures are 
as clay in the hai)ds of the potter, perform all his good plea^ 
fure upon them? Jer. xviii. 6. 

When Mofes vifited his brethren, the children of Ifrael, 
ani fuppofed t:^ey would have t^nderftood how that God by 
liis hand would deliver them, they refufed him, faying, wb^^ 
made thee a ruler and a judge ? Afts vii. 35. yet thiTdid not - 
prevent their being afterwards delivered by his hand, and 
iNTought to fubmit to him as their ruler, though the^firft ex-» 
iperienced an increafe of affliction. So thofe who at prefent 
irefufe Chrift, and fay, we will not hav^ this man to reign ever 
utf (bail in the end be made fubjed unto him, though they 
muft firft experience the mod dft^ful fufTerings. All the 
fins of Krael, and the puniiho^ent^ inflided upon them, in 
the wildernefs, did not prevent^ Jehovah giving them the land 
ef Canaan, as he had befori? jpromifed, no more (hall all the 
fins, and confequent puni&ment, of all the families of the 
tuthf prevent their beiiig ultimately blefled in the feed of 
Abfaagi. I sm |tw»re tbat fome wiU <^jed» as the indivi- 

T 2 duals 
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duals puniflied did not enter the land of Canaan, this is 'not 
to my piirpofc. I anfwer, that the nation being nrade to pof- 
fefs it, is fufficient to prove ti e immutability of the counfel 
and promife of Jehovah, and nothing more than this is ne- 
ceifary to warrant my conclufion. The feventy years cap- 
tivity did not prevent the Jews being aJFterwards reftorcd, 
and the Mtflrah being raifed up among them which proves 
the threatenings of God, and the pinimmeBts which he in- 
fiiSs, do not militate againft the accomplifhment of his pro- 
mifes. Though the Jews have long fince hlled up the meafure 
of their iniquity, and wrath is come upon thepi to the utmoft 
of what was threatened, the Lord has not reverfed his origin^ 
choice of them, nor ceafed to love them, for he repfents not 
of his gifts and callings ; all the punifhment they have re- 
ceived will not prevent their being reftored, and made 9 
greater bleffing to njankind than they have ever yet been 2 
the punifhment inflided upon them is preparatory to the 
mercy which God will have upon them all. Rotn. xi.'aS, 29, 
32. "o the pUnifliment in the lake of fire wfll be fol-! 
lowed by the new heavens and earth, and a ftate of uni- 
verfal happinefs. Rev chap. xxi. Thus we fee the divine 
punilhments, inftead of preventing the fulfilment of the 
counfel of God, are all fubfervient thereto: that fo far from 
fuch terrible difpen fat ionj. being any hindrance to his gracious 
defigns, which have the ultimate happinefs of the putiiflied 
for their objed, they ihall all, under the Divine guidance, be 
made conducive thereto : this hath been, and will be, exem-^ 
plified by the Lord's dealings with the Houfeof Ifrael. 

Pr P() ITION .V. J he eleSlion of^ and all JehmaV s deaU 
ings with his people the Jcws^ have hai^ and all his future deaU 
ings wi h them will have, for their obje^f^ the bene^ t of mankind* 
univerfally - 

Having faid fo much in my former letters, in fupport of 
the faiSl afferted in this propofition, ihall content myfelf now 
with barely glancing at a few circumftances illuftrativ^ 
thereof. 

The mighty wonders which God wrought for Tfrael in 
Egypt, and at «he Red Sea, were calculated to convince 'the 
Egyptians and the neighbouring nations of the impotency of 
their gods, and of the greatnefs and gloi'y of Jehovah : the 
defign was that his name might be declared throughout all 
the earth. Rom. ix. 17. Rahab the harlot heard thereof, 
and believed to the faving of herfelf and family. Jofli. ch.ii^ 
The Phililtines were influenced by the remembrance of the^ 

wpnder| 
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wonders which the Lord wrought in Egypt, ages afterwardg. 
1 Sam. vi. 6. 1 he obvioU:. tendency and delign of the 
IViowledge, pure worfhip, and laws ot the true G<kI, being 
placed among a people who were fituated in the center of 
the nations, was the illumination and improvement of the 
nations around them. The Gentiles were not prevented 
from enjoying the advantages arifing from the revelatioa 
which Jehovah afforded of himfelf to his cholen people , they 
might participate in his worihip and ordinances, by becom- 
ing profelytes. Through his dealings with, and the difper- 
fion of the Jews, the Scriptures were diffufed, and the way 
prepared for the Apoftles to preach the gofpel among the na- 
tions. The whole of the Jewifli difpenfation wa intended 
as an introdu£lion to Chrillianity. which has the happinefs 
of the whole world for its objed. Even the judgments of 
God upon the Jews were the means of fpreading the know- 
ledge of his name among the Syrians, the Babylonians and 
the Perfians. 2 Kings, chap, v Dan. chap. iv. and vi. The 
Lord made the falling away and diminifliing of the Jews a 
fource of riches tp the world, and the receiving of them 
again, and their fulnefs, (hall be liff from the dead to man- 
kind around them. The Apoftle was filled with admiration 
and aftoniihment at the depth of the riches both of the wiC- 
dom and knowledge of God, difplayed in his over-ruling all 
circumftances for the good of his creatures, and in his even 
caufing the punifhment of fin to iflue in the happinefs of 
mankind j he exclaims — " O the depth of the riches both of 
the wifdoin and knowledge' of God! how unfearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways part finding out!*' And again, 
^* For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things; 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen." Rom. chap, xi, 
I remain, dear Sir, in the bonds of the Gofpel, 
AfFe<aionately yours, 
JViJbeachy May lo, 1798. R. W. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE EASTERN LEPROSY. 
From Dr Gill, on Luke v. 12. 

THE patient's voice is hoarfe, and comes rather through 
his nbfe than his mouth ; the blood full of little white 
Aining bodies, like grains of millet, which, upon filtration, 
fcparate thcmfclves from it ; the ferum is fcabious, and defti- 
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HHe of iH nolui^ bumidityy ioibmuchy that fait applied t^ 
it does i^ dilfolve ; ,it is (b dry, that vinegar poured on k 
boils ; and it is fo ftroogly bound together by little imper-i- 
ceptible threads, that calcined lead thrown into it fwiins* 
Tm face refembles a coal half extind, undious, (hining 
. sad bloated, with fre^uem knobs, green at bottom and white 
ai top. 

The hair is (hort^ {{iff, and brindled, and not to be tarn off 
without bringing away fome of the rotten fleih, to which it 
actticrts ; if it grows again, either on the head or chin^ it is 
•Iways white : acrofs the forehead run Large wrinkles or fur^ 
rows, from one temple to the other ; the eyes red and in* 
famed, and (hinc like thofe ot a cat \ the ears red and fwoU 
len, eaten with ulcers towards the bottom, and encompalTed 
with little glands ; the no{e funk, becaufe of the rotting of 
the cartilage ; the tongue dry and b.ack, fwoHen, ilkeratett^ 
divided with furrows, and fpaited with grains of white; ths 
lltin covered with ukers that die and revive upon each other^ 
0rwith white fpots, or fcales like a iifb ; it is rough and in- 
lenfibte, and when cut, inftead of Mood, yields a fanious li- 
quor: it arrives in time to fiKh a degree of infentTibility, that 
the wrifls, feet» or even the large tendon, m^y be pierced 
vitd a needle, without the patient's feeling any pain ; at laft, 
the nofe, fingers, toes, and oven the genitals, fall off entire ; 
aad by a death peculiar to each of them, anticipate that of 
the patient : it is added, that the body is fo hot, that a fre(h 

?ple held in the hand an hour will be dried and wrinkled> ^ 
expofed to the fun for feVeral day». 



T^ ifu Edkor 9/ the Vniverjdifis MifceUanj. 

Sir, 

THE Saviour of the world informs me in his word, that 
a tree is known by its fruits, viz. By every tFc* 
bringing forth fruit according to its kind, we know the^na- 
turo of the tree, whether it be good or bad, by the fruit 
it produces. Whatever reality our Lord intended by liich 
a figure, may it not be very well applied to the Gofpcl, and 
is not ^he Grofpel, in its progreflive revelation and glorioiia 
e9e&, reprefeoted by a tree in Matt. xiii. 32* And if a tree 
maft neceflfarily bring forth fruit according to ite kiod, muA 
tkot the Qoi^l naiwrally produce in the oiiiid and coordeac^ 

of 
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rf thofc that believe it to be true, and have felt conceptions 
of its nature, a dirpofition of tnind and fentiments congenial 
to its own nature. If fo, it is neceflary to Confider what is 
the genuine nature of the Gofpcl. TTie Learned inform vncp 
that the true or natural import of the word is, " Good nevrs,** 
If fo, [ fuppofe the Gofpel is intended by the angel's meflage 
to the ihepherds, ** Behold, I bring you giad tidings tfgreai 
joy, which (hall be to all people.*' If the Gofpel then is good 
news in its own nature (without any after ad of ours to 
make it foj and tiot lim\,ted to any defcription of peqple 
(as it appears that it is not by the unlimited command to 

f reach the Gofpel to every creature, Mark xvi. 15.) hare 
not a right to expe6l to find the following particulars, as 
the fruit and effed of the Gofpel produced in the mind and 
confcience of thofe that believe it. ift. A benevolent difpo-* 
fitton towards all oien, as the creature? of God's love and 
care ; and 2d. A belief from the heart that God has a bene- 
volent defign by the Gofpel towards all men ; for if God 
h^es fome meti (as he mod certainly does, if he has not made 
provifion for all) how (hall I prove myfdf a frier. d to GodV 
caufe, and hate that which God hates (as I am often ex- 
horted from the pulpit to do) unlefs I hate fome of my fel- 
low mortals alfo; and if I hate them, how (hall I fulfil the 
Saviour's command. Matt. v. 44, to the end ; and if I have 
any reafon to believe myfelf one of the number unprovided^ 
for, what arguments can be ufed toperfuade me to lov^God I 
And in fuch a cafe, was I to believe the Gofpel, (hould I not 
believe a lie as it refpefted myfelf; therefore, if any perfon 
brings not forth the fruit of thefe two particulars, have I not 
a juft reafon to fufpeft whether he has jiift conceptions of 
the Gofpel of Chrift, and whether he Is not infiueiKed by 
fomething fubfthuted inftead of the Gofpel ? 

In (Nrder to elucidate this fubjed a little farther, permit 
me to fay, I was once a (Irenuous advocate for the Calvinift 
fyftem (lo called) ; whether I was deficient in the firft parti- 
cular or not, it is clear I did not, not could not bring forth 
the fruit of the (econd ; the confequence was, that my feel- 
ings and fentiments were always at war with each other ; 
theCe things caufed mc\o think clofely, and, in my moments 
of ferious reflefilion, I found 1 muft cither abandon myfelf 
to hardnefs of heart towards fome men, and have hard and 
difhonourable thoughts of the Deity, or give up fome part of 
my fyftem ; the confequence of this ftruggling in my mind 
was^ that my fyftem gave way> the fabric fell/and I washu- 

ried 
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ried with contempt in xhf^ ruins thereof, for I foon felt tM 
indignation of thofe tl^at continued to adjiere thereto ; and 1 
sm perfuaded that the fevere part of Calvinifm naturally hzi 
a tendency to lead its ;idvocates to defpife and hold in con* 
tempt thofe who dare to differ from them; and, confeouently, 
cannot be the genuine fruit of the Gofpel ; and ^* by their 
fruits (hall ye know them," not whether they haVe an inte- 
left in the Gofpel or not, but whether fuch fruit is the efferf 
of the impreflion of the Gofpel on the heart and confcience ; 
but left h fhould fwell this letter beyond the bounds of your 
patience, 1 haften to the principal thing intended, namely^ 
to compare feme part of the Calviniftical fyftem to fome 

5 )arts of the Scriptures of truth. You. know. Sir, the faid 
yftem forbids us to believe that God has made provifion io 
his Gofpel for the final happincfs of all men ; and thofe that 
I am acquainted with frankly a(;knowledge that he has not ; 
iffo, how (hall we reconcile it with the following pafTages 
of Scripture, i Ep. John iv. and viii. ** God is love," anJ 
chap. ii. 2. and iv. 14. John iil. 16, 17. i Tim. ii. 4 — 64 
Rom. V. 18. arid many more of a fimilar nature. The Cal- 
vinift tells m^, the word wo Id and tr//, in the above palTages, 
mean the eleft only ;^and it is very common here for their 
preachers ip quote them fo in their fermons, inftfead of quot- 
ing them as they ftand in the word ; but fuppofe we read 
them in this manner, and fee how they accord with their 
own fyftem, John lii. ib, &c. "God fo loved the ee^ 
•world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever, 
/. e, of the ele£l world, believeth, niight not perifh, but have 
cverlafting life,' does not this fiippofe fome of the ele6l 
world may mifs of believing, and, according to their own 
fyftem mifs of life ; and, on the other hand, if any more than 
- the ele£i are intended, then, according to the fame fyftem^ 
xx^ore than the ele£l muft be faved, for God is unchangeable 
in his love, and I fa" iil. * We are like (heep that have gone 
aftray^ &c." and the Lord hath la d on him (/. e. Ghriftj the 
iniquities of us all. If. the ele£l only are intended in the laft 
claufe, then, furely, the ele6l only muft be in the (irft clapfe, 
and the coiifequence is, only the eleS went a^ray ; whether 
the paflage alludes to a few only, or includes Jews and Gen- 
tiles, alters not the caf. ; fo alfo Rom. v. 18. if the ele<5 
only is intended in the laft claufe then alfo theeleft only 
muft be intended in the firft claufe, and fo only the eleS fell 
into condemnation /or damnation) in the firft head. If we 
are JMftified in thus limiting the vford all at our oWn plea- 
. * for (^ 



fiii^iAd to Toil 6w <iwii lyOeiku what qtbj^ftiou cuiMhe CMb- 
Moifi JuiTe to my confining tke wore) ^ to thfi cJed only ^ 
Jt:omi Uii 1 1 td. 18, if I Was fe difpoifefL Whea L(peak to 
jiieiti of I TJm. IV. 10. theJrackflOwMgrtlit Wofdall meaqis 
4^a;sn m^fetiteiy (tyctlnit>$ i Umiting it kMt would b^ too 
hmrebB^td}. Wt fsy it is i providenlial fftlvation to the off 
men, and a fpf#it^al 00^ to tbem tbat .bdteve ; but I cannot 
jpiifrMde itafyfelf^. without departing from the H^9 ofcoidft- 
mon fen(c Thowever I may differ from men of great learning 
^hd piety) but (tiM ittsoti'e "SihSr ffte"*«Hrft!vartOT 10^ 
moaofllthe otber,. wi:liether providential or fpiritMal only^ 
tfiem tliat believe Kad^ an advantage over them that did not 
{>elto«^ td iiir|iamtirm> or in. what refpcAy is noihkig to 
the prefent jpurpofe. AgaiQ,^ if Qod has not made provifion 
in the Gofpel for all men» how can it be good news to all 
Mimml And why t>reatli itto every creature. 

If the Mhore thottghli flfuukt be worthy of a ^lace ia y^r 
S^ceilanyv I wifl thank dny perfoft of the Calvihiftical (yi' 
Jteiif AfbovtiU tndcd^our torscoDCtle what aplpetfs tome a 
difficulty ; and till I joh coilvtnced that that part of their {yf*> 
imi isi redqocileable with the aboiKe pafitges; witk the (mo 
iitotore of the Gdpci, atid the nature and pdrfe^ooa o^ Goc^ 
i Mm&^iKi^roAf lefthnony agaoift that pa#t of their lyfteo^ 
m btifig difliottDBfable to Gbd^calcuiaUd not only to nouri A 
%torfli and uncharitable di/pofttion in themfelves towards 
thdfe thuidttfbr .from tbeia^,. but fifbvsrfive to the peace and 
tlan^Iticy of itiind which the Gofpel is calculated to ^ve to 
thewGsfc and humble' (bti))» as inany fhat I am acquainted 
^pn^i wboi adhere rigidly, to their fyfiem^ but experience nf 
liberty iti^t&e^beltef o£ the Gofpel^ but are in coiitinual boa* 
<bg8,.ti|iv)iackaDwUdged tottoey that. could they poflibly be- 
lieve the univerfality of God's falvatton^ they (houlil rejoito 
^fa Joy timfpeakablfe^ bilt at prefent they. were almoft con- 
iJMtfarily in doubt and fefarrs^ ^un:ly then, tkit part of a fyt- 
lom tli^f Ats a natural tenancy ito bind infteadof loofing the 
^w^sfiOfit|ie ibaly. can never. J!>e. any part of the Gofpel of 
Oodl littmsOtofpelis good. «ewsr aiid whether I am ri^t 
or wrong in my prefent views of the Gofpel, L certainly have 
mads ^ exc^^il^ for < ^a better in the jxreftDOt lifb, as I 
fkave tMy#.feundlifeiinitt^d,of deatti, liberty indead of bogi^ 
"dagOyipatfi^ .^^letloeol^ confcifiiice and tranquillity oft^nd^ 
Iflftidd'of doubts and fearBi and am at prefeht determined to 
rttde by.the Apoftl^rB eKhortatioa* " ivtand faft in the liberty 
Whc^wilt^Gbfiithsltfe^adq you free^ unlefsi I:|pi rationallji 
^M.vII. U ' convinced 
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xonvfnced thiit I have no reafon thus to rejoice and beaft m 
Chrift» i (ball contimie fo to do ; and whoever attempts to 
convince me I am wrong, mnft do it in as plain and fimple 
ft manner as I have ftated my objedions, for no flouriflung 
ftrokes of rfaetorick, no enthufiafttc flights and fancies, and 
fpiritualizing away the fenfe of Scripture, will now affe^md. 

1 beg leave to fobicribe myfelf. 
Ma, 7, 1 79». AN OUTCAST. 



THE MERCIES OF PROVIDENCE CONSIDERED^ 

IN PaOOF OF THE UNIVERSALITY OF THB IXEATH 

or cuaisT. 

WHEN God created man, he. entered into a covenant 
of life with l\im, upon conditfion of per£ed obedi- 
'•nee. If he obeyed, life was the tewtoi : but if he^diC- 
obeyed, death was the confequence* Thus flood ihe.cov^nant 
t»f works, on the ground ot legal juftice. , 

Man finned, and by his tranfgreffion' forfeited all goody 
both ipiritual and temporal \ and as he ftood on the ground 
«f legal juftice, there was no provifion on that ground for 
ftny mercy, either fpiritual. or temporal, to come to him or 
his pofterity. <« For it is written, curfed is every one that 
continueth not in all things virhich are written in the hock of 
the law to. do them. And the law is not of faith, but the 
man that doth them (hall live in them/' The law makes no 
provifion for any mercy, no^ not for fparing mercies, or tcxjA 
and raiment, any more than for the falvation of the foul*. . . 

Let us then examine on what ground it is, that the mer^ 
cies of Providence do come. ' 

That they are forfeited by fin, I prefume will be granted* 
We muft there believe, cither that the law makes provifton 
for fome mercy, or admit that the mercies of Providence 
come to mankind on the grouhd of mediation ; and if fo^ as 
all receive thefe mercies, it proves that God deals with all 
mankind on that ground. . 

By thofe who bel^ve that there is a certain part of man- 
kind who are left in the. ruins* of the fall, without iuiy 
proi^fion made for their falvatbn, the bleffings of Provi- 
dence are confidered as coming from the natural goodnefs of 
God towards all his creatures, even to thofe vrho^are not re* 
deemed by tip blood of the crofs ^ in proof of wh^:h Ais text is 

brought; 
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faoB^t : ^* Th« Lord is good to ^Il| aifil his tender tnerck^ 
tf€ over aU his works. That thefe words are expreflire of 
Ae naturtd goodnefs of God to ally I believe; and that thi^ 
sierci^ of Providence- flow from the natural goodnefs o£ 
God, I admit ; but Qod always communicates his goodnefsr 
to his creatures, both in providence apd grace, in fuch wajt 
as is confiftent with his perfedions. Hence arifes the necef- 
fity for the Atonement, not to make Jehovah a good being, 
but that he may communicate his natural goodnefs to his 
creatures in a way that is confident with all the perfedio^ 
of Deity. That his holy and immutable law, which (lands 
in perfeAuuifon with his nature, might not be deftroy.ed,' 
but be magnified and made honourable. 

When Adam finned againft Gqd» by eating the forbidden 
fruit, the teft of his obedience to (jod, the threatening was^ 
** In the day thou eateft thereof, thou (halt furely die." H# 
ate of it, but did he die that day ? No. Was the denuncia- 
tion made void ? No ; but God gracibufly proceeded wit|)L 
kim on 'he.ground of the mediation of Chrift, and made ma« 
fiifeft that gracious promife of ** the feed of the wottiam. 
The confeqtience was, Adam was fpared on .the ground of 
mediation ; otherwife, th^e muft have been an ettindion of 
die human race. Another confequence was, we were all 
brcu^t into the world by natural generation, on the ground 
of' mediation ; and all the mercies of Providence flow ta 
imankiiid tliffoiigh that fame ble(red medium, the death of 
Chrift. 

'. li there was any for whom the Saviour did not (hed his 
Uood^^hey muft (land on the ground of legal judice, and to 
thofe Qo Hiercy could come. But it is a fad that all man^ 
kind receive the n^erctes of Providence ; and as there is jio 
ether way revealed in the Scriptures of truth, whereby any 
mer<if is communicated, but tlirough Chrift : we may, I 
thinly, ccmclude, that the mercies of Providenee do come 
through that medium, the death of Chrift ; and may, there^- 
fore ))e ^oufidered (in conjunftion with the many exprefs de- 
clarations of the word of God) as a proof that the one media- 
tor betwe^ God and Man, the man Chrift Jffus, did really 
give himfelf a ranfom for all. 

Many pra^ical inferences may be made from the confide*, 
ratiwi «tf all our mercies being forfeited by fin, apd coming 
to us on the ground of mediation. Thofe who experimentally 
enter inlQ the fubjed will find matter for continual humility 
pA graUtifde. . |t wii} ^^hlc theit^ tp tafte cpy^PAOt love ia 

y ;i Common 
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c&mtnon mercies. It wiffl have a tehcfcncy W^iifng'^fy^f^ 
ttiat happy and picas frame of mind to which vri ii* Weh^>H^ 
cd. " Whether, therefore, ye eat, 0r drink, or Whikfffc*^ 
ye dp, do all to the glory? of God.* i Cor/ x; 31, ♦* gfe^f 
In the name of the Lord Jefus, giving tharikk iirtfdfeod, *n^ 
t|ic Father by him/' Coloff. lii. 17. ' ' ' : '^ ' 

THOMAS MWfi.; 
Burwajh, Majj, 1797. . ' ! 



CHARACTER AND DEATH 0¥ MARVy WIFS QP 
JOHN TESTER,, QFPATSF|El.p, Sfl^^SEJ^, . ' 

^ ^e ye followers of them who; through faith and' foHehte^ inher'n 

\ ' ' • thefromifes'* '; '' '^'^ ' '' • ^' 

SHE was onp of thofe few happy perlbns who feai^ the 
' Loud from her youth, havtng 'in Very ^riy (iit^ rcceWcKl 
religious iinpreffioris aitiong the* Arv|iiniah IV^thodifts ai 
' %yty in Suflex. It wa^ her h3ppinisf$ never to Ipfiiiut h^ 
vour 6f divine thi^ngs which (\^ ^ iirft received.; "jt'ts too 
ittcfitaVf thef caie, that young perfons make biirerwotk fob 
fepentiaince by careleilhefs, and fin a$ theygfOW* in y^rs^ 
So true is that general remark of the wife t^n^^ ivdriiidboid 
and youth are vanity.** \ ndeed' her natural' dA^^oSfton. was'6iM 
vourable to truth and virtue, as there always appeared tb^be- 
a happy mixture of cheerfulnefs arid-gravity iiirher \%^j^T : 
h^nce her words w»»re general y fcvV' and fitly- ehpien. '^ BjP . 
this flieavoideth nuich evif, « For in the muHiiUdt ^Nmrio 
there wantet'h not Jin:* She never had much deep convfdkiock 
upon ber mind till her laft illnefs; but her ekperhetice wa» 
Jike that of Lydia, Aifts xvi. ij. ,« Whe Ldfd opine4^1i4n 
hearty' and Qie gently and quietly rec^iv#dthc t^utteof Qoi* 
She was not a great talker in religJc^n, bill a ddbr^<rf'ther 
word ; her profeflion of the word was file nt and' qutet; Aef 
adorned th6 doftritie of Qod our Saviour by be? aAions. It 
i( triie ihe did not fill a high fphera'in life, being nsaifj^^ari? 
in the capacity of a fervant \ but hdr virhiewas^ toot- the lifjr 
valoabteon that»a(?<?ount, nor «'i41'^er nam© be l«ffe hoiiobra- 
lyjB when Ood fudges the fecr^ts of n*en*B ticaiite by ^l^eftis 
Ghrift. ^ It would he well if every fervant, pmldHng godlii 
n^fs, wa$ kk6 her, doing asthey wbbkl be(ibneby, ^nci p^C** 
feinng the #eem ajid coRidehce o^ ihetr tmfWf%t^ Sh» 
'^. > ~ . lived 



yMA^wlyti^n^x Mf.M^-^%^x Catifieldi. who ^^ 
FfV^ gave her' fba; liberty -pf fr^ly ^ttw<Jinf the gofpel| 
pfailch. (b^ (till 9t Battle wHh groat con(lani;y ^nd i\l\g^nc^. 

Ste.efltfer^d !hp married ft»tq ip Oapher. l79St/with on^ 
^ho was tr^y^Uir^ io ^be way of ^bi) wilh herfelfi apd af 
^ b^ in former life \^^n ^ kind friend^ and a gP9d {^t^ 
irint, fo Ui hex n^W ^^latjon (hq w?? ^ pnident, obqdient, an4. 
sfedionate wife ; and was fo happy as to meet a fuitable t^ 
Cofh: IB every i^fpeft from her.bMfband. Hmn^ ba^piocfs 
b*«hirj^$ prec^Rbous, and often Abort. It ple^fed Hivfi whQ- 
vrorketh all things gfter the eounfel of his Q^yn will, i^ot tqi 
give any lopg^triiil tq her virtue in the ch^f^ct^r qf a iQotUen 
On the Mth of June, 1797, fl}f w^s tg^en ia labour of hof 
iBr(]i eluld,:and continued till the twenty- (econd in 0xtr^.in9 
paif^ YfiieA (he was delivered of a fon> wbi^h died th^ nei(t 
isky. ■' A fever followed, which put an end to her eiL.deacf 
iipoii earth on the tfrcnty,nei|hth of the fan^a months - 

Diiring her labour, and the following illnefs, her faith ^n4 
pBtleiitfc'.werci very great ; for when in the greateft pain, flie 
uttered no murmurs, but continually (aid, ^^ Jt i$ th§ ItOrJ^ 
Jet him do what fe em th himg.od" Before her child was bu* 
rtedy (he^defir^d he n^ht be brought to her. When itm 
looked on him, flie f^id, " My ppor dear boy ! The Lord 
gave and the I-ord tak^th away, bleffed be his holy name !'* 
As ho was<:arried out 6f the room, fta added, << I ihall foon 
follow my child. Nqt my wHl b< dqne, but thine, O Lord.** 

Two days before (he died, (he wept through a fevere exer- 
cife of mind, which (he dcfcrlbed by (iying, ^* I know 
C^bri(l, bi^t I canx^ot lay hold of hitxi* My unbelieving hea^t 
wlH not let me receive the prornifes. t am a guilty creature^ 
$(i4 h^e jnany fears* '' , T'^^^ ^^^^ ^ triind continued raine 
hours, during which prayer wa? made for her, and the Loi;d 
gracioufly anfwered by Tiis word, That text in Ifjiah, 
5< Arife, (hine, for thy light is cofp?^ and th^ glory of the 
Lord is rifen upon thee,*' w^s appU^ witli power. She 
was then filled with joy and peace in believing, and continued 
jO;poiirefs the iitgiqft feCignatipn s^nd caUniieTs ot^ foyl. As 
fl^j? drew nearer fo h^jf end, <he fald^ " IV^y heart and my 
Itejb.fail ip^^ but God is the; (trength of m^ heart, and my 
jpqrtk^n for ever^** As her ftrpngth failect, fhd often thought 
Hjjid fpoke q^the happinefs of 'having part in the firfl re fur- 
rediqn. fler heart was, greatly expanded in love, which (he 
cnanifefted by faying, ^* How glorious is the thought^ that af- 
iciChrift has delivered his faints from all the power of death, 

and 
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ajid the grave, and made them kings And prkftcmHobiyftl^ 
that he will then deliver all ffom the boridage of ^mip^ 
tion into the glorious liberty of the chiMiea* ef God!,«aM 
then," continued (he> *< there fhall be no-more pain» iocb as 
I now feel ; rior any more forrow, fuch as I felt t4ii& mornr 
}ng ; no flcknefs, no crying ; all tears {ball be wiped- away | 
there (hi^H be no more death, for he will make all tfaingf 
new." 

^ She was fo impreffcd with a fcnfe of the value of the blefii 
ling of eftraping the pains of the fecond death, and having a^ 
|)art in the firft refurre^ion that (he-gave her husband a (chi 
16mn -charge to bear meilages f^om her to feveral of her rela? 
tions, who lived at a diftaace, and- efpecially to i;ier father^ 
%hom (he knew was living in a ftate o: fm. It is much to 
be hoped, that fuch ferious warnings from a dying jrela- 
five wiU have a good efFeft. i received thefe particulars 
from our bn>^her Stephen BlunckU, of Battle, who smend^d 
tier ih her laft illnefs. 

W. yiDLER. 
^^ Maf i8, 1798. 
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THEGQSPEL 
T. . THAT WAS PREACHED TO ABRAHAM, 
' ' Gal. ill. 8. Gen. xii. 3^ 

• '> ^ - - . !■ "1.' i ! 'j ) • . . • V * • 

Y ; Conirafiedju}'ttb the modern^ Falje Qofpel: 



Mi^levers of the dncienir Go/pel 

; That in Chrift, the feed of 
Abraham^ a.11 the^ nations, all 
the families^ all the kitidreds 
of the earth (hall be bleJTed. 
See Gen. ^viii. ijB. Ads iii. 

. ,That Jefiis gavehimfelf a 
rajifopi for all, t^ be tpftified 
Vp^jdue time. i;Ti¥ni«>ii* 6* 



:: : "Mr 

J'* ■: '■ '.: -y: 7 



J^eVievers of modem falfi GoAef 
affirm, 
Thjt this is abfolutejjf 

falfe., . *, .' " ^ ' 



That Jefus died only fq^ 
the ele^; or, if fomeof ihenj 
allow the univetfality of rcf- 
demption, they add, Chriit 
(hed' his blood in vain fbr the 
gr^atpr part of men. 

:;.' :.. .,...L.. : ;TjMrt 
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)5L 



^.nrhat all the kindreds of 
1^ tiations fliall come and 
JROfQdp before God* Pial. 
x&ii. 27. 

ThatChrift is the life of 
ibQ l¥<Mrld, John vL 51. 

That God loves his ene- 
mies. Ropo. V. 10. Luke vi. 

35- 

That ^nners have no real 

s^yerfaries but themfelves 

and the Devil, i John iv. 8. 

. That the kiBgd6ms of this 
world (hall become the king- 
doms of God and of his 
Chrift. Rev; xi. 15. 

That death and heU fhall 
be deftroyed. 

That God (hall wipe away 
tears £rom all faces. Rev. 
' xx. 14. 

That God hath concluded 
the Jewi(h fmners (and, by 
confequencci all others) in 
uiibelieft that he might have 
ixiercy upon all. Romxi. 32* 

That Jefus will not deftroy 
God's works, but he will de- 
flroy the. works of the devil. 
I. John iii. 8. 

That Satan (hall reign but 
a little while. John xii. 31. 

That thefe are the true 
fayings of God, Rev. xxi. 5. 



Midem B^litvers ojBlirm^ 
That a remnant oaly fhall 
do this* 



That the world never (hall 
have life either in or out of 
Chrift. 

That God loves none but 
his friends. 

That God is an adverfary 
to them, much more to be 
dreaded than the devil hioK 
fdf. 

That the far greater part 
of the kingdoms of this world 
(hall be eternally under the 
dominion of the devil. 

That death and hell (hall 
never be deftroyed. 

That forrow, pain, and 
crying, (hall eternally exift. 

That he hath concludjed 
them in unbelief, that he 
might damn them eternally. 



That he will deftroy God's 
works, but not deftroy the 
works of the devil. 

That Satan (hall reign etcr* 
nally. 

That the oppofite fayings, 
if true> ought not to be made 
known. 



It is furcly expedient, in the prefent day, that profefling 
Chriftians come to a fixed determination no longer to halt 
betwixt two opinions. — Jd^^^ ^^ ^^^ Saviour of the worlds or 
he is not — Jil the families of the earth are to be hieffed in him, as 
the SB ED of Abraham^ or they are not — ^Tbe Scriptures copfixm 

the 



tbe miti pnachti to AhtiJkmj or they daMt. If If «l|i be* 
praTcd that ant part of revelation is fz\k, th^ft ^Mt ckti hav«< 
no dependance on any dfher part. If ^h* Sctipto*!*^ Ifeii^f 
teach both one and the other of t^ ^bovt t^ings^ rke eHiWOt 
rationally place any dependanCe upon them \ but we ^e f^i^ 
fbaded they do not fo. We ktioW df no ^fipture in thfcX^ld 
or New Teftaments, which declares that alt \\\t httAXkt^ ^ 
the earth (ball /f9/ be blefled In the seed of Abraham i — 
that Jefos is mt th6 Sihriour of the WorM ;-" that he is mi the 
^Saviour of all men ;-^that he will ud^dcftfoy the «lrork df 
the devil ; — that God will not wipe away all tears from th6 
eyc« of men ; — that Ood Will ndt make all thing* titW — fiut 
•ttre do read of the Ttmes of the ktftitntion of all thWig^t 
Aflsiii. 21. 

JOB- ; 

CofHlnnedfiomPcgiJfi. 

CHAP. II. 

t A ND the day came that the fons of tf<e KXtitti ealne', 
jr\ to ftation ttemt^lvfs before? Jehov^, aritf rtcft^ 
over Satan came in the miidft of them, to ftation * hfmfclf 

^ before Jehovah. And Jehovah faid tinto Satan, *• F^om 
** whence Comeft thou ?" And Satan anfwered Jehovah, 
and faid, *• From going to and fro in the earth, aod fitMA 

3 «• walking about it." And Jehovah faid onto Satatt, 
" Haft thou placed thine heart upon tt^ fervant Jobt foir 
«* none is like him in the earth, a man perfeA and up- 
«» right, fearing the Aleim, and turning afid« from eVU; 
*« evert yet holding faft in his integrhy, Although thoA 
"exciteft me againft him, to deftroy'Mm wlAtoiit 
**Gaufe.'' 



t I >» B. at a pareiiifilt, denotet i i!«tio«, » pmfoi^ llKli M^ ili 
the Hithpael conj. appeais to mc to denote a regular ftated attendance a< 
guards in the courts of Jehovah. Who can think of the fplendor of the 
Court of the King of Kings, where the firft-bom fons of the morning, in 
ibe br^hnkfs of etherl^l ^orf, attend in military date" tipbft ^ Jeh*vah 
Mrrig^toiQ&cft.** PfaEhii brrilt. tf'* t^ nott chap. i. ^. 

• lleict £dUows, Satan, (he accufer, t « muli render an account of aU hit 
actions and excuriions before Jehovah. «. It foUow.s that he is not an in- 
(ftjiendent being, as the Sabeans, kt. efteem him to be. ^. W£St£lf. 

• To^ ivMltolr.hiifr lip* 

4 And 
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*'4 And Satan. iknCweored Jchovab, and faid» ** Skin^ aUter 
** &iny even aH vfhlchiehH^^ to. a man will he give fo^ 

5 **iife ; Verily, put fofth now thine, hand, and fimtcunto 
*Miisflefli* SurdyS far.the^ei)f thy pretence, he will 

6 " not blefs thee." Then faid Jehovah unto batan, f« Be- 
^* bold he is in thide hand, yiet, indeed^ his life do thou 

-^ ^* pwsfennc/' Then Satan went forth irom the f)refence 
of Jdiovah, and be fmote Job with fore'' inflamnwtory 
boiU> from the fole of his fee; even to the crown of his 

€ lie^d: And he rook toiiim a potfberd^ to fcra|>e himfelf 
with ity and he fat down in the midftof the aflies'. :. 

9 T|h^ faid his wife tinio him, art thou fliU retaining ''^ thy 

lo integrity) 



^ -Skint W€fe an article of ckntbing ufcd for doathiog and for beds. 

The honeft hercirman rofe, as this be faid, «... 

And drew before the heanh the ftranger bed i 
The fleecy fpoils (^flieep, a gcmt^s roogh.hide • 
He f}M--eads ; and add^ a mantle tKtcJc and wide. Cidys>. xir» 
It tketcfore implies " A mah will give all that ever heJMth tor hit life.** 

. TiNDAL. 

* f* Surely he would notblefs thcC) even before thy faoCi*' 
» ^ /T)^ was^one^f the^vlagiies.with which dieiSgypdans wcf» foiittei^ 
^x. jgc« lOt-ii, It was totquendy.tbe firft ttage of theleprofy. AccoixU 
%tg to Dr. 'Mead, it was that fpcQies of leproiy, .vRhick had the name •£ 
the £lephantiaiiSy or Elephant direafe ; fo cabled, from it« fwcUing the 
%i0uth>'k^^ndifeft, to an enormous fize, although the- body at the fame 
time was emaciated. The very bones, he adds, were injuled by it. The 
karned Mkhaelis fays^ *' U it an untverfal, an exceed^g foul, painful, 
** naufeous dilUmper. Tliofe who were ^Se&kd hy it are laid to be weary 
" cif K^, and to wiih and hopefor nothing £b much as death.) it made them 
*« impatient, paflionate, difcontented with every things v^ildj and defpcrate.'* 
: ' ) * ',,,.. Scott* 

' ' 7 IfaiahiXxx. i4« * . 

, ** They b«mt ^wo^d ifk'^Sf fitting «dow'n on the^ (jeart^'tand (prinkUng 
aflies on the head, were ancient , rites of mourning among the Htbrewj^ 
« Sam.ociii* i^. llai.4viii.:^. ijer ..vi* ,%6. Thei'e cufton\s were alio com- 
mon to the Greeks. . ' 

Then to the ^nial health he bowM his fecc, . . 
• And humbled in the. afliet took his place. . < OftYS. Tii. 

The ^ptuagint Tranflation has this addition after the Sth verfe. "Mudi 
<* time being now dapfed, hife wife iaid to him,, How kmg wilt thou en- 
*< dure, faying. Behold 1 I -wait yet a iittle. time; expelling the hope of my 
** fahration* Lo ! verily, thy memorial is vantflied t the f fons and daugh- 
** ters, the afflidtion and labour of nny womb, whomin vain.Lhave brought 
^« forth 5 and thyfclf in thcr rottennefs of worms, .ahidcft .aH night in the 
<* open air; and I, a vagabond and aflave, ^ from. place to |place, and 
** from houfe to houfe, exp^ing when the fun will iet, that I may refl: 
*« from thofe labours and griefs .wh|f:know oppvefikxne «: but, ipeak thou 
" Ibiifie word againft th€'Lord,^amiidie." ■ 

*• Nothing was more *coinniQDi than ior the jdi^^^mtfd^Heathens tt> 
zltof^ilU - X blafphemc 



'1S4 TH« UNIVERSALISt's MiSCELLAmr. 

' 10 integrity ? Blcfs the Aleim, zM die I And Job faid uiita» 
her, ** Like the (peecfa of one rejc&cd thou fpeakeft ; 
*' abundant good we accepted from the Aleim, and ac- 
« cept we not the eviir*' In all this Job finned not with 

' , hi3 lips. 

liii And the thj-cc companions of Job heard all this evil that 
bad come, upon him ; then the men came, each came 
from his place : AHpez"the Termanite", and Bildcd*' 
the Shnite, and Japer \* the Nomathite. For they had ap- 
pointed to come together to condole^ with hlin, and to com* 

12 fort him* And Hiey lift '^ up their eyes afar off^ and they 
knew him riot, and they lift up their voices and wepi, and 
each man tore his mantle, and fprinkled duft over their 



blarpbems their -Oodi^ and Job's wife fecros angrily to fne«r at himftrnot 
being guilty of this piafiice. Thus Menebus^ 3 Iliad, 
Then, is it vain in Jove himfelf to tnift ? 
And is it thus the god* aflitt the juft ? 
, • . When ci;imes provokes u», Hcav'n fuccefs denies. 

And thus Achilles i Iliad, 

^ Honour and fame at leaft the tluinderer ©w'd. 
And ill he pays the promil'cs of God. ' 

Job in his snfwer fcems to imply this when he tells her, ** Like ^ i)Mtcb 
of one rejected thou ipeakcil." The word rejtBtd itgnifies ^Jiood^ and Uke% 
Vile caft invay^ biecauie ,of its vilenefs, I cannot but think, trom the double 
4i^aning of the word, that Job reminds his wile of thofe vile ido)ateri whe 
iiwere iwept away for their corruptions by the Deluge, and intisuited that 
ihe fpeaks as tliey did* 

'^ Let a blind paganefs her gods revile, 

Jehovah's hand divides our portion ftill ; . ^ 

Shall ive embrace his good, and not his ill ? . ScoTT« 

»* AIi)icz« Qod ifi my (bxngth* . 

»• Teman was a well-known place in Edom. Jer. xlix. 7. Concerning 
Edom, thus faith the Lord of Hofts,. Is wifdom no more in Temau ? The 
Intimate fnbndfl\ip of Job and thel'c three, furely, implies a vicinity of ha- 
Intation. 

*f Bit, or Bel, cdnfufion, dead^ love, or the pleaTures of love; a con-» 
founder of the pleafures of love. 
U Juper, moving JiaftHy* 

'Do the })ames of Job's friends, explain the cliara6(ers they afiume in the 
following poem ^ 

«5 His fprm now opens to their diftant tiew. 
But O how alien from the tbrm they k6e*v1 
They: fprinkled duft upon their heads, they rent 
. Tketr Naming vefture, and aloud lament* 
Then fcated near him on the ground, am»ze 
Fettered their tongues for fcvcn fucceeding days, 
r WhkmQunitng then their vifit they rencw'd, 
But filem ^l^ithev faw his Rvief withdood 
All lenient counfel; for his looks exprefs'd 
Torture apd huge aJS&i^ion ia ha bixaft, , 



13^ heads 
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rg headSfjowards the heavens. And they fat with him upon 
the ear^K, fcven 4ays and feven nights^ and fpake not a 
word unto him ; for .they (aw that his grief was mod t%r 
ceeding great. 



A trui' Account of Geo^OE PattisOnV if'»i taken' by th$ 
Turks ; and how redeemed^ by God*s Direct on and AJftftance^ 
without Bloodjbtdf putting the Turks on Shore in their owf^ 
Country, about the Hth Month, 1663. 

I Thomas Lurting, was then George Pattifon's mate; and 
coming from Venice, we heard that many Turks men of 

-war were at fea, and that they had taken many Englifh (hips ; 
and it was much in my mind that we Ihould be taken ^ and 

- 1 was very much concerned, as well for the men as myfelf, 
at which 1 went to the mafter, and defired of him to go to 
I^horn, and to ftay for convoy, and fo long we would have 
110 wages ; but the mafter would not agree to this, but kept 
the fea, much contrary to our minds : and coming near a 
Spanidi iflandy called Majorca, we were chaced by a 
Turks veiTe], or a man of war, called a patach, as fome 
time before we had beep, and thought, by our vefrel's well 
failing, to efcape ; but Providence ordered it fo, that by car- 
i^ing over-much fail, fome of our materials gave way ; by 
which means, the Turks came up with us, and commanded 
themafter on board, who accordingly went, with four men 
more, leaving me, three men and a boy, on board our veflfel ; 
^d fo foon as our boat came on board the Turks veifel, 
they took all our men out of the boat, and put in fourteen 
Turks. All this while I was under great exerpile in fpirit^ 
n,ot fo much for myfelf, becaufe I had a fecret hope of re- 
lief, but a great (Irefs lay upon me for the men in this very , 
jun^re .of tiqr^e ; for all hopes of outward deliverance be- 
ifig thep gone, the ipafter thpn on board the Turks, with four 
of our n^en, and thd Turl^s juft coming on board of us :^and 
being thus popcerned in mind) I defired of the Lord patience 
lender fuel) an iex^ercife: and going to the (hip*s fide to fee 
the Turks com.e in, the word of the Lord run through me 
thus : *^ Be nof ^fra|d, for all this, thou (halt not go to AU 
gjer : and I having fprmerly great experience of the Lord's 
doings upon feveral deliy^f.ances'ip times of war, 1 believed 
yhat the Lord 4i4 f^y jri me : at this all kind of fear was 
removed^ and I received them .as a man might hb friends, 

. }( 2 and 
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afld tKdir Wdte ds dvi! ta us. So I fhiJwril theti* ^11- 'pitH df 
tRe vdlel, and what Oi« v^as lad^ Whhil : Then I Taid to 
oof tntn, " Be not aftaitf, fcrr all tftfe, ^ we Aall not g<^ to 
Algier ; but let me defirc you, as you have been wtHing' to 
obey n(ie, fo be as willing to obey the Turks ;" for by our fo 
doing, we got over them : for when they faw our great dili-r 
g^hctf, h tAzdt them the more eateiefs of, and favotlr^ 
aMe t^ us. Sor when thdy had taken fome fitn^U miatter of 
•iftat we ^ttt htAen withal, fotoe W6rtt Oii board their own 
ihip again, and eight Turks ftay'd vritit w^» Then began* I 
to think of the matter, and the other four, which were in 
tlW Turks (hip ; f6r as for tnyfelf, and the othci*s with tne^i 
I fii& no ft2it at all ; ^ay, I was fo far from h, that I oiic6 
faid to one of our irien " Were iot the matter on board, 
ahd the reft of our men, if ther6 wefe twiee as many Turks, 
J (hould not fear therti.** So rrty -eafneft defire was to the 
Lord| th^t he would put it into theif hearts to fend them on 
bo^rd, and good was the Lord, in anfWering my defire ; for 
it was is a leal to what he before had fpoke through me, arid 
ift rtie. Soon aftfer the mafter was fent on board, with the 
rift of our m^n. Then ^U manner of fear was off tn^, as to 
going fo Algier i and f6me faid to me, ** I was a fttangei 
irtah, I Was aftaid before 1 was taken, but now J was not." 
My arifwer was, " I now believe, I (hall not go to Algier^ 
afid if you will be Vuled by me, I will afl: for your deliverer 
afe well as tny own," but as yet I favtr no Way for it, for they 
•v^re all atitied, and We without arms. Now we being aU' 
to^eth^r, except the mafter, I began to reafon with them s 
^* What if we (hould overcome the Turks, and go to Ma- 
jbrca!*' At which they very much rejoiced, and<ine faid, 
** I Will tut as many of their throats as you will have me t'^ 
This was out men's anfwer ; at which I was very much 
troubled, and faid to them, *' If I know any of you that of- 
fers to touch a Turk, I will tell the Turks mylelf :" But I- 
ftid to thdrt, " If you will be ruled, 1 will ad for you, if 
rtdt 1 will be ftill:" Then they agreed to do What I woVild 
hhvt them. Then faid I, " If the Turks bid you do any 
thihg, do it without grumbling, and with as much diligence' 
and qulcknets asyou can, for that pleafes them, and that will' 
caufe diem to let us be together ; to which they agreed. 
Then 1 went to our mafter, who was a friend, and a very 
bold Tpirited man, and told him our intentions, whofe an- 
IV6J: to me was, " If we offered to rife, and they oVet^^t' 
il^, we had as jgood be burnt alive." 






THE FEELING MAN. 



*^ Tendemefs, witlUcyist tfie capacity of relieTing, only maket Hic man vAm 
** feels k more wRtched than tke obje6k which fues for it/* 

^ Golds MiTu. 

- UOW keen the pangs which rend his laVring fhum^ 
•^^ As Sorrow's tale attra^s his lifi^fiin^ ear. 
When lengthenM (Ighs his inward grief proclainif 
While drooping fells the dewy trickling tear. 

That precious emblem of a melting heart 
He humbly offers to the child ofgrieft 
. *Tis all he has ^ that*s all he does impart, 

And^s wretched more than he who fues reliefs 

But with his pain the gracions Pow'r Divine 

Conjoins a balm t' anpcafe its trying force. 
Known but to thoie who bow at Pity^s (hrine^ 

Whole e?*ry a6^ has feeling for its fource« 

How bleft the thought that Aich like a£ls approve! 

How fwcet the tears that moiften Pity*8 efc ! 
Ho«ir grateful are they to the realms above I ^ . 

On angels* winj^ the facred ofF'rings fty« 

For Mercy's lelf, great arbiter <?f Fate, 

Whofe eye omnifcient (cans from pole to pof^ 

Benignant views the tender heart dilate. 
Accepts the tribute of a feeling foul : 

The man infen(ate ever is the fame; 

He feels no blifs, ro joy does e'er beftow. 
Devoid of Love, or Friend fliip's facred flame. 

Within his brcaft no tender paiHons glow. 

Then grant me, He«v'n, a yielding, melting bread. 

To tafte of pleafures, and to (hare of grief. 
Refine the firft with every grateful zeft, 

Religion's .balm will give the laft relkf. 1 

J-et every Tympathetic pow'r impart 

Its genial warmth throughout tny vital firamc, 

JExpand with raptures all my feeliiig hetirt, • ' - 

And ope my foul to every tender flame. 



The 
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THS VKiVm^Ahl^TS MISCELLANY; 



The following Lines were placed agtinft a WadI near the Meeting-Houie 
at Birmingham, about the tipf^ Mi** H-^-^ preached Foqr Sennont in 
Favour of the Dofkrine of the Reftoration; 

npHE do£b*ines of Luther or Calvin will do, 
J- Becaufe we've besen tnught to believe they" were true, 
. But when Wmcbejler preaches what both them did fay. 
And proves it by Scripture as clear as noon day, 
'Tis caird Herefy ! Error ! and every jll name, 
Tho' he fhows that the whole word of God fpeaks the fame ; 
famine the Scripture, as the Bcreans did. 
Left any grand truths from your eyes fhould be hid j 
T^e die whole word 6f God, as your creed, rule, aiKl gnide, 
. The preacl^er who does not from him turn alide, 

ORIQEN. 



rerfataii»fromthej9umal of Job Scqtt, offiofthg Cbriftian PeetfU 
mailed S^uakiTSf 



Fourth Montby %%dDay^ ij%%, 

QUIETNESS, AS A CANOPY, COVERS MY MIKD^ 



r*i?E/ 



_. lAT God thrname be blcffcd. 
Thy Goodneis be adored $ 
My foul has been dijftrefled. 

But thou hall peace reftor^d. 
A thankful heart I feel, 

In peace my mind is ftaid § 
Bah'amic (^ntments heal, 
The wounds by forrow made* 

Though elements contend. 

Though wind and waters rag^ \ 

I*ve an unihaken friend. 
Who doth my griefs aflliage. 

Though (lorms without arife. 
Emblems of thofe within. 

On Chrift my foul relies> 
The (acrihce for (in. 

Though inward dorms prevail^ 

Ami6ling to endure, 
I^ve help that cannot faiU 

In Hmi that^s ever fure* 

Though outward war and ilrifc 
JPrevsdi from fca to fea. 



Tve peace in inward life. 
And that fufliceth me. 

Though <flg?npur rear its head, 

'And ftaljlc from fhorc to ihoi^ 
My food is angels bread ; 

What fsaii r covet more ? 
Though ill reports abo>in<l, 

Suifpicions and furmife, 
I find| and oft have foun^. 

In death true comfort lies t 
T^itf death I mean, whereby 

Self-4ove and prtde are Aain \ 
For thefe the more ^hey die. 

The inore the Lamb ddb reigjj^ 

And well aifurM I am, 

True peace is only known, "^ 
Where He, the haimlefs Lamb, 

Has made the heart his throne* 

Then, then may tempefts rage, 
Canon ma]^ roar in vain i 

That rock of every age. 
The Lamb, the L^mbdoth reign^ 



i 
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MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 



April 26. 

ADVICE was this day recelvec! at 
the Aciiniraity of an engagement 
having taken place between his Ma- 
jefty*s (hip the Mars, of 74 guns, and 
•the French fliip L*Herculc of the 
fame force. The a£Uoii was fought 
off Breft with the grcateft bravery, 
each party making the moll obftinate 
reiitiance ; but' atter the (hips had 
been cloiely engaged an hour and a 
half, the Frenchman attempted to 
•retire, and would have efcaped, had 
not tlu; JaV^n frigate appeared," and 
£red a broadside into the. enemy. 
Thus attacked, L'Hercule was oblig- 
#d to ftrike. Captain Hood, nephew 
to Lord Hood, ai^d the Captain of 
fliarines, with about ^o kilied and as 
many wounded ^ the killed and 
wounded on board the Frenchman 
amounted to soo men. ' 

»8. Accounts have been received 
iix>m Germany, which mention an 
attack havii^ bee^ made on the 
houfe of the French AmbaiTador, 
Bemadotte, by the populace, at Vi- 
enna, in coniequenof of whifsh he has 
left that capitaL 

Me^ I . The trials of the perfons 
accu(«d of high treafon, . at Maid> 
ftone were yeSerday put off to the 
aift inft. 

On Sunday morning a bo^t with a 

fail, in Sittemption to pa(^ through 

London-bridge, was overfet» and five 

put of . eight perfons uqfortuaately 

frowned.. 

ft. QnWedne&ylaft about upon, 
one of the battle- powder mills be- 
longing to a Mr. Harvey was blown 
up (by fome unknown, accid^ital 
communication of fire^ with tvvo 
moft dreadful explofions, and with a 
drying houfe and ilore-room adjoin - 
ihg totally deftioyed \ three men-were 
' forced into the air with \\\^ woi ks, 
^d one of them, an elderly man, 
itnt to atoms, di^«rent parts of his 



limbs having been fboad at gineae 
diftances from each other $ the other 
two fell into a piece of water, owt •£ 
which they were taken, but in bo 
fituation to give the leaft account •£ 
the accident, and in a (bort timebodi 
of thtMn died. Mr. Harvey's houfe 
was confiderably damaged, and tlw 
U-ees near the fpot totally (tripped of 
their infant foliage and bloflbms, and 
a horrid fcene ofdevaibtion was pfi. 
fented to the view of the behokiertb 

4., Accoimts 6rom Switserlatid iky 
the greateft confufion reignt in thilt 
country. On the 1 3th of April the 
townof Arbon, on the lake of Con. 
(lance, having accepted the new col- 
llttution, was aifaulted by $00 |ica« 
fasts, who murdered all the magi- 
ilrates and public officers ) the -wo- 
men who were with then) put out 
the eyes of the bailiff of the toiwB» 
and a Hch man, of the nanke of 
Meyer, w«s dfagged about ,the ibcecs 
tiU he died. They compelled the 
reif of the inhabitants to abjure the 
new conftitution. Similar enormi- 
ties have been committed at odwr 
places. At Heriiau, a prieft having 
eiihorted hia congregation to accept 
the new conflitution, . was on his 
coming out of the church, imme« 
diately murdered by them. 

7. The Italiab Gazettes % the 
King o( Sardinia is deteoninod, ia. 
confequence of the i^volutionary prin- 
ciples which infed that coimtry> to 
abdicate his throne. . . 

, 10. Yefterdaya Privy CouiKiiwat 
held at St. Jameses, at >y^ch hk 
Majefty and the Cabinet Mhiiilers 
alRlled, when Mr. Fox's name was 
formally erafed from the lift of Privy 
Councillors. 

II. Oil Monday laft the French 
attacked the ifland 6f Marcou with 
63 gun-boats, $0 men in each, b^ , 
were repulfed, aipter loiing feven^l of 
their boats and about 300 men.- 

,>4-At 
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14. At a meeting held by the two 
Archbtthops and eleven Bifbops, on 
ibe atth ofMurch, ^ I^itibtftb Pa- 
lace* ttie following refolutioBS were 
paffed: 

«ft. It«rotf1dMt'oaiidiiee inany 
confidcrabk ^kgree 10 the defence 
•imI faftty of Che kingdom, mA 
would inttfftpe with tb« proper ||^. 
iieaof the proftf^Tvcmy if 'ibe <:ier|y 
'wei^ t6 accept commiflions in the 
-msy, be enrolled in any military 
'Ctorpty or be trained to the nie of 
'larttw. 

' ad% Th«t ra cafe of a^ual inva 
•lion or dangerous infurreAion, it 
«rill ht the duty tff every Clergyman 
^ gWe bis amftaoce in KpetiingJ 
:bdth, inkny >a^ that the urgency. 
silf iheoafe may require. 

1^6^ Spain has ceded to the French' 
-Itept«Wk:j:*oo!fianaand the-Floridas, 
-iUMl th«y bave accordingly been ta- ' 
4D|li^^irion of ^y a French force. * 

17. From the Cape ci Good Hope 
n acoount i$ transmitted o^ the crew 
'mud foldiers on 'Aboard the Lady 
tShope, bound to New: South Wales, 
ii»riig vii«n on ckeoftcers, murder- 
^ the captain and mate, and poffef* 
led tbemtclves of the (hip. 

19. The county of Dublin has 
'iateiy been proclaimed owt of the 
}King*» f tflce, ^ tbat nearly' the 
4wbok ^ Irelsad is now under mi- 
^Militarylaw. 

• a 3. The trials ©f'tbe ^^erfons ac- 
cufed of bigh'treafon, at Matdftone, 
'«dlimitnccld> <on 'the aid, and conti- < 
mued file wholeof tbat day and the 
following, when the jury pronounced 
(Quiglcy guilty, and acquitted the 
ot hers. The conolufion of €he trial 
ewts marked by ^n uncommon ^oc- 
•Wrrence* Asrfjon as Mr. Jufftice 



Bullerhad pronounced (entenceu|NMi 
Quieley, two Bow-ftreet officers, wh* 
baS been Rationed there for the pur- 
pole attempted to feize Mr. O'Con- 
noi" while at the bar. This was pre- 
vented by the Court, but jbme mi- 
nutes after they attempted it agalp^ 
This fo proiroked the nmkitudo 
rotmd Mr*'0*ComK)r, that they Wit-- 
ed him over the railing, and endea> 
voured to pafs hihi towards tfaO 
door \ on this a miiriber of foldlor?# 
with fixed bayonets ru^ed in, and 
the Court was thrown* into the ut- 
moft confoiion \ two fwords which 
were lying on the taWe were dra**rt 
by (brae perfons^ajwibrandifhed over 
the heads of "^the prllbners \ many 
blows were fhnck on b^th fides, and 
Somt knocked down by theconftableo 
ftaves. fiy this time Mr. O'Con- 
nor was dr9gged back to the baf^ 
whto he api^lied ito the Court for pro- 
teflion, and to know by.'Wbat right 
he had been feized, being now clear- 
ed from aN charge by the veidift of 
the jury. A warrant was then pro* 
duced, -figned by the Duke <^f Pbrt- 
land, and dated as -for back as. the 
aad of March, to ;arre<t Arthur 
O'Connor, upon ^charge of high 
trea(bn. After ibme cohverfotion ^ 
tween him, his counfel^ and the 
Court, he vuas remimded back into 
the cudody of the gaoler, fo that the 
oilly bene^t of bis acquittal was to 
redore l^m to that dungeon, in which 
he had akeady been immured tw« 
motiths* 

*4.. Tbe army which wt lent a- 
gainft tbe coad of Holland, after do- 
ing much injury where they lande<L 
have been wholly furrounded ajp 
taken pd^ers by the French. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

We inform our Birmirigham Correfpondents, tbat we do not tmderftand 
"Hidr two teft betters : — ^alfo, tbat we never received any letter from Mr- 
H^er. 

"WcwMh not to difoourage our friend JuVEti is, but recommend it to him 
to *ft tidy the Scripttere doftrine of future timtltd pun'iflimenta. Hia, 

fgrt^tly i^ancy appears well 4n ^^fO' i '*'"*^^^*if*^*** ^ 
writing it found argtiment* 
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Univerfalift's Mifcellany 

For JUNE, 1798. 



NATURAL HISTORY. 
Continued from Page 135, 



HAVING brieiiy confidered the peq>eiidicular cbafins of 
tlie earthy our attention is next called towards thoTip 
large excavations which we name caverns. The eotranct 
to thefe is various, (bmetimes being perpemUcular, like tht^ 
fifiiire9 befere-mentioAed ; at others, horizuntal, which is oi* 
ten the cafe when a cavern is found on the fide of a hilL 
The opening to thefe, in general, defcends but a Uttip 
way, then they often fpread themfelves far beneath tim 
furfoce. Many of them, no doubt, are the fruit of art and 
homa» induftry ; retreats made ^ proteA the oppreded, or 
ibelter the fpoiler ; but the far greater number are undoubt- 
tiikj the produdion of nature. The famous labyrinth of 
Can^a has been fuppofed to be the work of art ; but mo^ 
dern traycHers who have infpedcd it, from its vaft capacity, 
number of turnings, and great height in fome places, think 
it m natural excavation, enlarged and improved by art. The 
grefat ftone quarry at Maeftricht is evidently made by labour: 
carts enter at its mouth, And load within, then return and 
difirharge their freight into boats that lie on the brink of the 
river Maefe. This quarry is fo large, that forty thoufaud. 
people may take (helter in it ; and it in general ferves for 
this purpofe, when armies mtarch that way, becoming then 
an {mpregnaWe retreat to the people that live thereabouts 
Nothing can be more beautiful than this cavern, when lighjt- 
erf«p whh torcheis ; fof there are thoufands of fquare pilbus, 
in krge level walks, aboiK twenty feet high, and all wrought 
Vol. II. Y/ with 
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with much neatnefs and regularity. In this vaft grotto there 
is very little rubbifli, which flie>ys both the goodnefs of the 
ftone and the carefulnefs of the workmen. To add to its 
beauty, there alfo are, in various parts of it, little pools of , 
water, for the convenience of the naen and cattle. It is re- 
markable alfo, that no droppings are feen to fall from the 
»pof, nor are the walks any way wet under foot, except in 
c^fes^ great -rains, where the water gets in by the air mafts. 
The fait mines in Poland are ftill more fpacious than this. 
Some of the catacombs, both in Egypt and Italy, are faid to be 
very extenfive ; but no part of the world has a greater number 
of artificial caverns than Spain, which were made to ferve as 
retreats to the Chriftians againft the fury of the Moors, when 
the latter conquered that country. But, notwithftanding 
there are many caverns in the earth which are the work of 
human induftry, yet there are more which appear to have 
been formed only by the hand of Nature. Thieir fize i§ found 
beyond the power of man to have efFefled, and their forms 
but ill adapted to the conveniencies of a human habitation. 
In fome places, indeed, we find mankind dill make ufe of 
ithem a$ hbufes, particularly in thofe countries where the cli- 
mate is v^ry fevere; but, in general, they are deferted by 
fevery race of meaner animals, except the bat ; thefe nodur- 
nat folitary creatures are ufually the only inhabitants^ and 
thefe only in fuch whofe defcent is floping, or, at leaft, not 
^ireftly perpendicular. 

' There is (carce a country in the world without its natural 
caverns, and many new ones are difcovered every day. Of 
;thofe in England, Oakley-hole, the Devil's-hole, and Pen- 
park-hole, have been often defcribed. The former, which 
4i^ on the fou^h fide of Mendip Hills, within a mile of the 
town of Wells, is much reforted to by travellers. ' To coa- 
ceive a juft idea of this, we muft imagine a precipice of more 
than a hundfed yards high, on the fide of a mountain which 
(helves av^ay a m^le above it. In this is, an opening not very 
4arge, into which you enter, going along upon a rocky uneven 
pavement, rometimes afcending, and fometimes defcending. 
The roof of it, as you advance, grows higher ; and, in fome 
places, is fifty feet from the floor. In other places, however^ 
it is fo low, that a man muft ftoop to pafs.^ It extends i'tfelf 
in length about two hundred yards ; and from every part of 
■the roof and the floor there are formed fparry concretions of 
. various figures, that by ftrong imaginations have been likened 
to men, lions, and organs. At th<; fartheft part of this ca- 
vern 
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tern rifes a ftream of water, well ftored with fifli, large 
enough to turn a mill, ajnd which difcharees itfelf near the 
entrance. ^Penpark hole, in GlouceAerfhire, is almoft as re- 
markable as the former. Captain Sturney defcended into this 
by a rope twenty-five fathoms perpendicular, and at the bot- 
tota found a very large vault in the (hape of an horfe-(hoe# 
The floor confided of a kind of white Itone enamelled with 
lead ore, and the pendant rocks were glazed with fpar* 
Walking forward on this ftony pavement for fome time, he 
came to a great river, twenty fathoms broad and eight fa* 
thoms deep ; and having been informed that it ebbed and 
flowed with the fea, he remained in this gloomy abode for 
five hours, to make an exa£t obfervation. He did not find, 
however, ^ny alteration what foever in its appearance ; but 
his curioflty was ill requited, for it cpft this unfortunate gen^ 
tleman his life: immediately after his return, he was feized 
with an unufual and vioknt head-ach, which was followed 
by a fever of \^ich he died foon after. 

But a( all the fubterranean caverns now known, the grotto 
of Antiparos is the mod remarkable, as well for its extent as 
fo^ its fparry incruftations. This celebrated cavern was firft 
difcoveredby one Magni, af\ Italian traveller, about an hun- 
dred and forty years agp, at Antiparos, a fmali illand of the 
Archipelago. ^ Having been informed," fays he, " by th# 
natives of Paros, th^t in the little ifland of Antiparos, which 
lies about two miles from the former, of a gigantic flatue 
that was to be feen at the mouth of a cavern in that place, it 
was refolved that we (the French Conful and himfelf) ihould 
vifit it. Accordingly we went, and after landing on the 
ifland, we walked about four miles, through the midft of 
beautiful plains and flpping woodlands, when we at length 
came to a little bill> on the fide of which yawned a mod hor- ' 
rid cavern, that with its gloom at fird druck us wiih terror, 
and almoii reprefled curiofity. Recovering the fird furprize, 
however, we entered boldly, and had not proceeded above 
twenty paces before the fuppofed datue of the giant prefented 
itfelf to our view. We quickly perceived that uhat the igno- 
rant natives had been terrified at as a giant was nothing more 
than a fparry concretion, formed by the water dropping from 
the roof of the cave, and by degrees hardening into a figure 
which their fears had formed into a monder. Incited by this 
extraordinary appearance, we were induced to proceed dill 
further, in qued of new adventures in this fubterranean 
gbode. As we proceeded, new- wonders offered themfelves ; , 

Y 2 the 
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llh^ fpafs, formed into trees and (brubs, prefented a kitid of i^ 
^rified grove fome white> fome green» and ^all receding in 
due perfpedive. They ilruck us Tvith the more amazement^ 
as we knew them to be mere produ^ions of Nature, who hi-» 
therto in folitude, had, in her phiyful moments, diefled the 
iccne as if for her own amufement. 

** But we had as yet feen but a few of the wonders of the 
place, and were introduced only into the portico of this 
amazing temple. In oiie corner of thU half illuminated re- 
cefs there appeared an opening of about three feet wide, 
which feemed to lead to a place totally dark^ and that one of 
the natives afliired us contained nothing more than a refervoir 
of water. Upon this we tried, by throwii^ down foaic 
ftones, which rumbling along the fides of the defceot for 
fome time, the found feemed at lad qua(he(Lin ai>ed of wa<- 
tcr In order, however, to be more certain, we fent in a 
Levantine mariner, who, by the promife of a good reward^ 
with a flambeau in his hand, ventured into this narrow aperr 
turc. After continuing within it for about a quarter of an 
hour, he returned, carrying fome beautiful pieces of white 
fpar in his ha id, which art could nether eqiial nor imitate. 
Upon being informed by him thai the place was full of thefe 
beautiful incrudations, I ventured in with him, for about 
fifty paces, anxioufly and cautioufly defc^nding by a fteep and 
dangerous way. Finding, however, thar we came to a prCf 
cipice which led into a fpacious amphitheatre, if I may fo 
call it, ftill deeper than any other part, we returnM, and be- 
ing provided with a ladder, flambeaux, and other things, to 
expedite our defcent, our whole company, man by man, ven- 
tured into the fame opening, and defcending one after ,an- 
other, we at laft faw ourfelves all together in the moft tnag- 
nificent part of thecaVern! Our candles beipg novir aU lighted 
up, and the whole place compleatly illumiilated, never could 
the eye be prefented with a more glittering, or a more mag- 
nificjent fcene. The roof all hung with folid ificlcs, tranfpa- 
xent as glafs, yet folid as marble. The eye could fcarce reac^ 
the lofty and noble ceiling; the fides wercL regularly formed 
with fpars ; and the w^ole prefented the idea of a magnifi*. 
cent theatre, illuminated with an immenfe profufion of 
light5. The floor confided of folid marble ; and in feveral 
places, magnificent columns, thrones, altars, and other ob-^ 
jc£is appeared, as if Nature had defigned to mock the curio^ 
lities of Art. Qur voices, ypon fpeaking or finging were re- 
doubled to an aftbnifliihg loiKinefs ^ and upon the firing of b^ 
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in, thenoife and reverberations were almoft deafening.' 
jj the m.idft of this grand amphitheatre rofe a concretion of 
^ut fifteen feet high, that, in fome meafure, refembled an 
altar; from which, taking the hint, we caufed mafs to be 
pelebrated there. The beautiful columns that (hm up round 
the altar appeared like candlefticks ; and many other natural 
objeds reprefented the cuftomary ornaments of this facra- 
ment. 

" Beyond even this fpacious grotto, there fcemed another 
cavern, down vrhich I ventured ^yith my former guide, and 
defcended about fifty paces by means of a rope. At laft I 
^rived at a fmall fpot of level ground, where the bottom wai$ 
compofed of foft clay. lathis, however, as above, numbers 
of beautiful cryftals were formed ; one of which, particu- 
larly, refembled at table. Upon our egrefs from this amaz- 
ing cavern, we perceived a Greek infcription, almoft oblite- 
rated. It feemed to import, that in the time of Alexander 
one Antipater had come thither ; but whether he had pene- 
trated into the depths of the cavern, it did not inform us." 

Such is the account given us by the traveller, of this beauti- 
ful fcene. It appears this famous grotto has been fince vi- 
fited by feveral modern travellers, who have confirijned, in 
general, the' above account ; and, notwithftanding the rapid 
growth of fpars, this cavern is not perceptibly le!s now than 
when firft difcovered. It may be proper here to obfcrve, 
with refpeil to the fteming vegetation of thofe ftony fub- 
ftances, that they are formed by an accumulation of that little 
gritty matter which falls with the water from the fides and 
roof of the cavern. As for thofe natural caverns themfelves, 
they feem to have been formed by the aflion of water. And 
if our Readers advert to the account which we have before 
given of the deluge of the earth, and return of the waters into 
the abyfs, perhaps they will be able to apcount for the for- 
mation of moft of them. 

X [To be continued.'^ 

ELECTION. 
Dear Sir> 

IN inveftigating the fcripture doftrinc of Eleftion, we are 
now come to that point which will render a more par- 
ticular ftatement of its connexion with the doctrine of the, 
Pniverfal Reftoration neceflary. 
^ The o^ly vyife pod can never aft without defign ;— with- 



l66 THE UNI verbalist's MISCELLANY. 

out having an end in view perfeflly confiftent with infinite 
wifdon). All the defigns of God muft originate in love, for 
God is love, confeqiiently muft have the happinefs of his 
creatures for their 6bje£t. All the divine defjgns, manifef- 
tations and operations, muft be comprehended in one con- 
nefled, harmonious, all-perfeS fyftem : feeing they origi- 
nated in and proceed from him who is of one mind, who com- 
prehends all at one view, with whom there is no variable- 
nefs, neither ftiadow of turning. He who is Almighty can 
never be at a lofs for means to c^rry his defigns into eiFeft^ 
He who hath declared, " My counfel ftiall ftand, I will do 
all my pleafure/* cannot, confiftently with his own honour 
and immutability, fufFer any part of his defigns to be eternally 
defeated: nor without fuffering an amazing breach endlefsly 
to remain in the vaft ariangemertt of creatures, formed by 
infinite wifdom, power, and goodnefs, to conftitute one per- 
feft whole. That the carrying of all Jehovah's iefigns into ' 
cffedl, fo as to unite in one, and produce perfeft, harmony 
and felicity among the whole fyftem of creatures, is the end 
for which he hath chofen his holy one, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, I fliall attempt to ftiew in this letter. 

The ele£lion of Abram, Ifdac, Jacob, arid their de(cen- 
dants, is connected with the eledtion, and introdu£lory to the 
appearance of Jefus Chrift, who is Jehovah's elefl:, in whom 
his foul delighteth, one chofen out of the people. Jfa.^lii. i. 
Pfalm jxxxix. 19. The eleflion of individuals, who live un- 
der the Gofpel Difpenfation, is in and by Chrift : Ephef. i. 
4, 5. confequenlly he is to beconfidered as the primary and 
grand objeft of eleftion, in whom all the Divine difpenfa- 
tions areconneded together, by whom they were conftituted. 
Heb. i. 2. He is the feed bf Abram, to whom the promifes 
were made. Gal. iii. 16. All the bleflings befto wed under 
the law were an introduflion to, and (hadovvs of, the blef- 
fings which are come by Jefus Chrift. John i. 17. Gal. 
iii. 24. Heb. x. i. Confequenlly, if we" can prove that the 
cleftion of Chrift, and all that Jehovah hath done for, aad 
will do by him^ hath for its objeftthe happinefs of mankind 
univerfally; it muft follow, that thofe who are chofen in hinx 
are elefted in fubfervience to the fame pbjed ; for it canngt 
well be fuppofed that he was chofen for one purpofe, and his 
jdifciples for another ; therefore \^e have now before us the 
point upon which the decifion of the queftion, " Is the doc- 
trine of Eledion conneded with the final reftoration of all 
mankind T^ W^y be faid tq depend. \ 

. When 
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When God called Abnun^ he certainly zGLed with defien^ 
and had an end in view, to which his calling of, and engaging 
to blefs him and his feed was fubfervient: his defign was, ac- 
cording to his own pofitive declaration, to make him and his 
feed a blefling to others, by aU the bleflings he would beilow 
upon them: the end wjiich all his peculiar difpenfations 
fliould fubfcrv^, was the bleffing. all families of the earth. 
Considering thefe things as ultimately referring to what God 
would do for mankind in and by Chrid, \he feed of Abram, 
to whom the promifes were made, I proceed to (how, more 
fully than I did when noticing the promife to Abram in a 
former letter, that. 

First, £y all the families of the earth muji he meant the 
uuhole human race, 

1. The earth is the common origin and dwelling of the 
huinan race. Aftsvxii. j6. There cannot have been a de* 
fcendant of Adam who did not belong to fome nation, fami- 
ly, or kindred of the earth : confequently, when all nations, 
families, kindreds of the earth, are mentioned, without the 
language being reftrided to any particular generation, the. 
words being alike applicable to all generations of men, from 
the beginning. to the end of the world, I fee not how lefs 
than the whole human race can be intended. There may be 
folitary ..individuals who belong to no nation, but they niuft 
be a part of fome family or kindred ; yea the phrafe *' all na- 
tions, as ufed Mat. xxv. 32. is admitted by our opponents to 
mean the whole human race. 

2. It is clearly revealed that God's chofen one (hall be a 
univerfal blefling, confequently there can be no difficulty in- 
volved in giving the utmoft latitude to the phrafe, allthefami^ 
lies cf the earth. When the angel announced the birth of Chrift 
to the (hepherds, he declared it was good tidings of great joy 
which (hould be to all people. Luke ii. 10. But millions of 
people have died without fever hearing of the Saviour, and 
millions have heard of him to whom the tidings conveyed no 
joy. This being the cafe, I fee not how what the angel af- 
Asrted can ever be fulfilled, if there be no difplays of grace to 
fmners in a future (late. 1 know it may be urged, that va- 
lious'caufes have operated to prevent the good tidings from 
fpreading univerfally, until ages have rolled away, and mul- 
titudes have gone down to the duft neceflTarily ignprant of 
them, that the Gofpel would be matter of great joy to all 
who hear it, were it not for their negledl and rejeflion 
thereof* But will it be aflerted that God was ignorant of 

thefc 
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thefe circumftances when he fent the above meflagc ? Will 
any man affirm, that the declaration of the heavenly meflen- 
ger (hall be pfoved falfe by the conduft of creatures and the 
operation of imperious Circumftances? The angel did not 
Ipeak conditionally, he did not fa^ it (hould be great joy to 
all people if circumftances did not prevent, he fpoke.pofi- 
lively, ** which (hall be to all people." 

.3. If the k)ve of God was not univerfal, it might be 
doubted whether he could ever have promifed to blefs the 
whole race of man, but his love to the world is declared to 
be the caiife of his giving his Son. John iii. 16. Chrift's 
dying for (iiuiers is ftatcd as the higheft commendation of the 
.love of God. Rom. v. 8. and we are aflured that he tafted 
death for every man. Heb. ii. 9. we may infer, that as his 
love to ^11 mankind was fo great as to induce him to give his 
only Jbegotten Son to die for them, he could de(ign nothing 
Ihort of blefling them all in him;, and as his love is un- 
changeable, it K>llows that he never can give up that defign, 
which naturally refults from his love, until it be completely 
carried into e(rc6L 

4. ** The Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.*^ I John iv. 14. Chrift came to fave the world. John 
xii. 47. It is clear from thefe paflages, that Chrift" was in- 
tended to be a univerfal blefling, and that if ever the end for 
which he was fent be anfwered, he muft become fuch. How 
can this be denied ? How c:m ^ny man admit the truth of the 
above pafTages, and yet zS^xX^ that God did not intend to 
bjcfs the whole wortd in his eleft, in whom his foul delirfit- 
Vth ? If it be admitted that God fent his Son to be a blcmng 
to all mankind, and at the fame time maintained that all men 
never will be bleflfed in him, will it not follow that the end 
for which the leather fent him will be defeated, and Chrift 
eternally fail of accompliflbing the purpofe for which he was 
Csnt ? Are not thefe far greater difficulties than any that can 
Ibe fuppofed to attend the admitting that Jehovah promifed . 
to blefs the whole world in the feed of Abram ? - 

5. Chrift is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour. A^ 
V. 31. " God hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name : that at the name yefits 
every knee (hould bow, of things in Heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every tonjgue 
;<hould confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father.*' Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. It is not at his name as 

' Judge, but as Saviour, that every knee is here faid to bow: 

not 
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• fiOt to Mm as Judge that overjr toneue is here faid to coii«« 
fefsv but erery toogtke is to confefs his Lordihip as anointed 
Saviour. Thtsconfeflion is to be to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther; but can he be glorified by his creatures any further 
than his gracious deiigns refpeding them are carried into 
tSeA ? Chrift is faid to be thus glorified in confequence ot 
his obedience to death, by which a way is opened for the re- 
covery of a guilty world from fin and its cflfeas, hence it 
^ms more natural to fuppofe, that this coafeifion will pe« 
fiilt from his becoming a real bleiling to ever} creature^ than 
flnt h will iffue in the endlefs mifery of millions who mako 
it* . 

SbCONDLY. The bleffing which Jehovah fromifed to heft&w 
upon aUfakilies of the earthy in Chrtft the Jted of Ahram, eX" 
tends t6 their comfiete rejioration from Jin and itseffeSfs, 

1. Petor, after quoting the promife we are confidering in 
his addreifi to the Jews, adds, << Unto you iirft, God having 
rtifed up hit (on Jefus, fent him to blefs ybii> in tuminj; 
away every one of you from his iniquities:" ASs iii, 25,20! 
It foUd^s that thof^ who are not turned from their iniqui- 
ties, are not MelTed in thb fenfe of the promife, as Peter un- 
derftoodit; but he exIHid^ the blefling fpoken of in the 
promife to all the kindreds of the earth : therefore all the 
kiitdreds of the earth mud be turned from their iniquities^ 
before the promife can be fulfilled. According to Pau)*t 
nplanation of the fubjcft, none are bibfTed with faithful 
Abraham, but they which be o( faith ; yet he fpeaks of the 
pmmiie as.eKtending to all nations, and of Chrift's being 
made a curfe that the blefling of Abram might come upon 
the Gentiles, he does not fay upon individuals among them 
merely, but fpeaks of the Gentiles colleflively, Gal. iii. 
%y 9, 13, 14. Does it not follow that fooner or later thd 
• blefling muft become univerfal, unlefs the end for which 
Chrift was made a curfe never be fully anfwered, and the pro- 
lyiifeofGod never (completely accomplifhed ? Jefus Chrifl 
was a minifter of the circumcifion for the tmlh of God, to 
coniifm the promifes made unto the fathers : — ^that he might 
reigii over the Gentiles, — that they might truft in him, — 
that all people might praife the Lord. Rom. xv. 8, 9, 1 1,12. 
-* t. "Behold thS Lamb of God, which, taketh away the 
illrt of the world." John I. 29. ** He appeared to put away 
fm by the facrifice of himfelf." Heb. 9. 26. " For this 
purpofe the Son of God was manifefted, that he might de- 
ftrc^ the works of the devfl." 1 John 3, 8. The word^w. 

Vol. II. Z m ' 
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in thefe pafiages, is ufed coUcAivcIy, to exprefs tlie whole 
mafs of human tramfgreflions. If the ivhole mafs of fin -ha 
taken away» can any part of it eternally remain ? If fin 
eternally remain, can it ever he faid that Chrift hath put it 
away ? Can fm remain after it is put aMray ? If fin be put 
away, will not all fuffering which is the ctltSt of fin entire- 
ly ceafe ? And if all fuffering ceafe, will not all creatures 
be happy i Does it involve greater difEculties, to fuppofe 
iin and fuffering ihall have a complete end, and all creatures 
be made happy; than to fuppofe that Chrift will never ac- 
compli(h that for which he appeared, and that the worics of 
the deyil will eternally remain, though the Son of God was 
manifefted to deftroy them ? * 

3. yebovah faith, ** My counfel (hall (land, and I will do 
all my pleafure." l(aiah xlvi. 10. Of Chrift it is faid, 
f * The pleafure of the Lord (hall profper in his hands," ch, 
liii. 10. The Apoftle declares that the good pleasure which 
^he Father hath purpofed in himfelf, is no lets than the ga-^ 
thering together, or re-heading of all things in one, in 
Chrift. Ephcf. i. 9, ip. But if enmity is to te eternal, how 
are all things ever to be gathered together, aed made bar* 
monious parts of one ftupendous w lt clc , under Chrift, tlw 
head of the creation? If mankind be as widely fepara^ 
from each other, to all eternity, as the moft perfe£l holinefs 
and the deepeft pollution are, as the higheft blifs and the 
loweft mifery cah be, their beipg gathered together in one 
muft be deemed an impoflSbility. If they be eternally fcat- 
tered, and feparated from each other, it is evident they can- 
not be reheaded, as one comple fyftem of beings, pcrfeSly 
organized, under the miniftration of Chrift. While any 
thing iremains fepcrated, all things are not gathered toge- 
ther. If all things be not gathered together, how can the 
couniel of Qod be faid to ftand, the good pleafure whi6h he 
purpofed in himfelf to be done, and his pleafure to profper 
in the hands of Chrift ? Let no man falk of the obftacles 
which ftand ii^the way/ to prevent this purpofe of JAovuh , 
fromlieing carried into efFe£t, for what obftacles can be too 
great for infinite perfection to remove : and what he pur- 
pofed in himfelf, he muft neceifarily purpofe in infinite per- 
ledion. What 9an there be fo fkfcinating in the doiftrimp 
of endle(s punilbment, that chriftians who profefsr to lo^ 
^11 mankind, (hould be determined to maintain it in oppofition 
tp the moft important principles, the immutability of yeho^ 
^aVs CQunfelj the perfedion of the miniftration of Chri(l9 
' * * ■ ■ ■ X ■ ancjl 
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ati^ the plain language of Scrii^ture^ Tradition, what haft 
thtfH done ! How haft thoU concealed the funbeams of di- 
vine revelation in mifts'and dzrktlek ! Ye itiventisrs of creeds 
ai»d fyftem&, how have ye fetteried the human undeHlanding; 
and obftruded by yoUr dogmas the road to knowledge ! Pre- 
jtidice, — thou fpider of the mind, how haft thoii fpread thf 
Cobwebs over all the facukies of man ! But foDd (hall the fun' 
of truth dtfpel the clouds and mifts of tradition, — human 
creeds, fyftems and dogmas fhall follow their makers to the 
duft, and the cobweb fortifications of prejudice (hall fall, to 
rife no more. We are waiting for thy falvation, O Lord. 

Thirdly. The San ofGod^ his eleSf^ in whom his foul de^ 
ii^hfethf is able to reftore to happinefs the ivhole human racf, 

I. Thfe grace which is come by Jcfus Chrid is fufficient 
far the reftoratlon and happinefs of all mankind. How 
abundant muft that grace be which fills him, in whom dwelU 
eth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily. It would be im- 
pious to fuppofe that all fin and its effeds> brought into one 
aggregate fum, would equal in dimenfions all the fulnef^ of 
the C^Klhead bodily ; but it appears that the grace which is 
in .Chrift Jefus is equal to the latter, for he is not more than 
filled with all the divint fulnefs, feeing it dwells bodily in 
him, amd he is full of grace, Jphn i. 14* therefore the grace 
which fills him, muft be much more abundant than the 
whole aggregate of fin, and its efFcds. It is faid, "The 
law entered that the offence might abound." It is the law 
that makes fin appear what it is, in all its aboundings, and 
that fets fcinh all its penalties. The law defcribes the ut- 
moft limits of fiU) and its effeds : yet it is added, ** Where 
fin abounded, grac6 did much more abound,'* Rom. v. 201 
If finfliould abound over millions of creatures to all eter- 
nity, and the grace of Grod never reach them, — if the law 
ihouM ever defcribe a fin, or inflid a penalty, which grace 
cannot recover from,*— if the grace of God extend but to a 
)>art, and fin abound over the whole, — if grace abound only 
in this life, and fin abound to all eternity^ — if grace never 
countera<% all the mifchief done by fin in the creation, how 
can grace be faid to abound even equally with fin ? Yet the 
Apoftle fpeaks of its abounding much more. Let us not dif* 
honour the grace of God, by fuppofing that after having be*^ 
gun its reign for the exprefs purpofe of demolifhing the em- 
pire of fin and death, and eftablifliing its own unrivalled do« 
'minion, it will fuffer fin to reign, ^nd death to maintain its 
empire to all eternity. 

Z 2 «. Thft 
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a. The Taprifioe of Chcift is a fufficien^ remedy for tbr 
rtcovery of the 'vvhole human r^ce. He died for the ic- 
demption of the. traofgreffions that were under the firft teila- 
iQent. Heb« ix. 15. The righteoufneCs of God is declared 
for the remiflion (^ fins that were paft when Chrift came. 
Rom* iii. 25. He gave himlelf a ranfom for all, to be te(U- 
fied in due time, i Tim* ii* $. He is the propitiation for 
the fins of the whole world, i Joh^ ii. 2. Will any. onp 
afiert, that there is more malignity in the whole accumulat- 
ed mafs of fin, than there is healiog virtue ^nd efficacy in the 
facrifice of Chrift ? That fin has been more prolific of nai- 
^ fery, than the death of Chrift ever will be of blefiiog } If the 
healing virtue of Chrift be capable of producing ejTeds equal 
in extent to the eiFe<^s of fin, it follows, feeing his death is a 
univerfal remedy, that it is capable of eSeding a univer£d 
recovery. 

J. The priefthood' of Chrift is fufticientl]! permanent to 
eniU)l& him to carry into e&A all the ends of his death. His 
pciefthood docs not relate merely to the prefent ftate, for he 
was made an high prieft after the power of an endlcfs life, — 
abideth a prieft continually, — is cond^crated fojr ev^DPEwre, — = 
as a prieft for evermore. Jleb. v. 6. chap. vii. 3, 16, 2$. His 
priefthood and facrifice are infeparably conne£ted : chap. v. 
and viii. 3. therefore folong as his priefthood continues, his 
facrifice will continue to operate : (i. e.) 'till all the ends 
thereof be eflfeSed. 

4.. The mediatorial authority of Chrift is fufficiently ex- 
tenfive and durable to give hin:k full opportunity to blefs the 
whole race of man. He is mediator between God and men^ 
I Tim. ii: 5. The word men is ufed colleftively for the whole 
race. The Father hath given. him power over all fle(h. 
John xvii. 2." Ail things are given into his hands, chap^ 
xiii. 3. He is the head overall things. Ephef. i. 22. chap. 
iv. 10. Col. i. 17. All the aSs done by him, until the king- 
dom be delivered up to the Father, are mediatorial afts, far 
till then he muft reign as Mediator. His mediatorial office 
will not terminate immediately after the laft judgment, or 
wien the wicked are caft into the lake of fire, for he is af- 
terwards called the Lamby Rev. xxi. which furely is a name 
connected with his facrifice and mediation. 

5. ** It has pleafed the Father that in him ftiould all fuU 
nefs dwelt; — by him to reconcile all things unto himfelf.'* 
Col. i. 19, 20. If enmity be kept alive to all eternity, all 
things can never be reconciled to God. But what i$ there 

that 
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t^aUf^Uiielf cannot <nable Cbrift to effed ? ShaU not Je^ 
havabeXkdt, that purpofe for which it hath pleafed him that all 
fuUne£s (bould dwell in Chrift i It is no where faid^ '' Some 
things fhall remain in endlefs oppofition to God>** or that 
<f xnultltudes of crea^tures ihall be annihilatedj becaufe .the' 
Lordcanaot brinff them into fubjection ;" but it is pofitively 
aflerted^ that « He is able to fubdue all things to himfelf/* 
PhiL iii^ 21. 

Fourthly. Chriji will mt deliver up the commiJJiQn which 
the Father hath chof en him to execute^ until he hath carried int» 
effe& the promtfe which God mai$ t§ the fathers^ that in their feed 
^11 tie families of the earth Jhould he hiejfed. 

1. If all the promifes of God be in ChiAyea^ and in him 
eLmen^ 2 Cor. i. 20. it follows that they muil all be carried 
into efied before his adminiftration terminates; for Ihould 
one olivine promife.be negatived, Ihould the truth thereof 
(ail to be completely realized, that promife would be neither 
ya^ nor amen: therefore, if any part of all the families of the 
earth fail to be ultimately bleifed, in Jehovah* s chofen one, 
how will the promife to Abram be yea and amin in Chrift 
Jefus ? 

2. " He fhall fee of t^e travail of his foul, and (hall be 
(atisfied/' Ifa. liii. 11. But did not his foul travail for all 
xnankind? Were not all their iniquities laid upon himi 
verfe 6* How then can he fee of the travail of his foul, un- 
lefs all for whom he travailed be finally recovered ? Can he 
be iatisfied with the eternal lofs of millions for whom he 
died? Was the price which he gave for their recovery fo 
trifling,, that he cai\ be fatisfied with having given it in vain, 
fo faf as relates to a great part of mankind r Surely not. 

.3* He muft reien until all enemies be put under his feet 
—until all things be fubdued unto him, 1 Cor. xv. 25, 28. 
Then, and not before, will he deliver up hiscommifljon, that 
,God Inay be all in all. Was he to deliver it up before he had 
thus glorioufly executed it, God would not be all in all when 
he had delivered it up; for where Tm and its efFeds have any 
exiflence, God is not all, and while fin and its eSedls be 
any thing, in any part of the creation, God cannot be all 
in all.- ' 

4. Can there be any of the human race who are neither in 
heaven, nor on earth, nor under the earth, nor in the^ea ? For 
John in vifion heard ** Every creature which is in heaven, 
and on earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are in the fea, 
and all that ar^ in them> faying, bleifing) and honour ' and 

glory. 
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glory, and power be to Him that fitteth upon the thr(Hie,ali)tf 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever," Rev. V. it* but furely thcf 
cannot all unite in thi$ fotig until they be all blefled in thd 
feedofAbram. 

5. After the laft judgtneht — afler Hit earth.has been tiirft- 
^ cd into a lake of fire, and the wicked caft into it, 2 Pet. iii. 7. 
Rev. XX. 15. we read of the cafth being renewed, and of the ' 
Izard's defcending in the New Jerufalero, that the tabernacle 
df God may be with men, that ht may dwell with them, atid 
it is faid, that *< They fhall be his people, and God him- 
ftlf (hdl be with them, and be their God. And God (hall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and thei'e ihall ^e no 
liiore deatn, neither forrow, nor crying, neither fliall there 
be any more pain ; for the former things are pafled away,'^ 
Rev. 21ft chap, former part. When that period fliall ar- 
^e, all the fuflferings in the lake of Are will be fofrher 
things, or things which had before taken place, the men 
fpoken of are fuppofed riot to have had the Lord for their God 
before, but to have continued a ftate of fuifering and pain^ 
until the Lord fli^Il then come to put an end theretci. Whd 
can tbefe men be who will remain in a date of death, crying# 
&c. and not have the Lotd for their God, after the general 
lefurredion, the laft judgment, arid the caftihg into the lake 
of fire, until the earth be renewed, arid Chrift returris agaiii 
to put an end to their fuiFerings ? Surely rieithet the faints, 
nor thofe who died in infancy. Who can the^ be, but thcS 
iiifFerers in ihe^ lake of fire ? 

On the whole, it appears that Chrift Jefus, who is tiki 
Eie£f of Jehovah, is chofen to make the whole creation 
happy. 

This letter has fwelled to an immoderate length, I truft 
the importance of the fubjeA will be admitted as an apology 
for the room it will occupy in the Mifcellany, and hope I 
ihall be aUe to bring my future communications on Ele&ioil 
into a much narrower compafs. I remain. 
Dear Sir, 
In Chriftian affedion, fincerely yours, 
mjbeach, yune<), 1798. R. W. 

PLEASANT REVENGE. 

DR. Edward Young, author of the Night Thoughts, is a 
charadler well known. The following anecdote of 
him cannot be ui^cceptable to our readers : — 
' . . la 
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' In his younger days he was rather gay^ and as he could 
play excellently upon the German flute, he often regaled his 
friends with his performance upon that ioftrument. Having 
an engagement to Ranelagh with feveral ladies, he took them 
l>y water, and gratified them by playing to them as he fat in 
the boat. A Colonel, a well known duel! id, followed them 
clofe in another boat, and liAened very attentively to the mu- 
fic. When they drew near the landing-place, the Dodor 
unfcrewed his flute, and put it in bis pocket. The military 
hero brought his boat along fide, and (aid, ^< Sir, you play 
confounded well ; I defire you would give me another tune*'* 
Th^ Dodor replied, that he was not a public performer ; 
but played only to amufe himfelf and his friends. <• Sir," 
replied the fon of Mars, *' I will have another tune, or I 
•will throw your Reverence overboard," and immediately 
jumped into the Dodor's boat. The ladies were frightened^ 
tfae DoStoT was offended ; but recolle^ling himfelf, he re- 
quefted the Gentleman to go into his own boat again^ and 
Tiame his tune, and he would oblige him. He did fo. The 
OaAor played. They landed, bowed, and parted. 

In the courfe of the evening the Dodor faw his man again, 
andiy unnoticed by the ladies, took him afide, told him it was 
unnsMaly to alarm the ladies as he had done, and that his 
whole behaviour in the aiFair had been unworthy of a gentle- 
man, and concluded by demanding fatisfa6lion. The Gen- 
tleman continued to treat the DoSor with great contempt ; 
however, they agreed to meet in Hyde Park early next morn- 
ing with fwords, but without feconds. The Doftor was 
£ift on the ground with his fword ; the Colonel foon came. 
They exchanged civilities, and parted to draw, when the 
. Dodor pulled out a horfe piftol, and exclaimed, " Colonel, 
you wee a dead man if you move. You can dance well, 1 In- 
fift upon your giving me a minuet, or I will blow your 
brains out." The Gentleman thought fit to comply. Hi 
danced a minuet. The Dodor threw his piftol awi^, and 
offered to fight if the Colonel deOred it ; this was refufed, and 
tbey parted good friend. 



Remarkable InJIanceof Superftition and Refdution In a Lafcar. 

THE American fliip Hercules, commanded by Captain 
Benjamin Stout, was coming from India to England 
^rfth ^ cargo of rice. The crew confided of about fixty- 

four 
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four pcrfons, chiefly hfcars ; diat is, fiiilors who ai^ nattve 
Eaft Indians, and Pagans by religion^ On the ift of Jun« 
1796, In latitude 35 fouth, &nd eaft longitude 28. 40. they 
met with a ftrong gale from the weft ward, which obliged ter 
Ao lay to for fix days, when on the feventh a moft tretticftdou% 
ftorm followed, during which the fhip, by a fudden fbift of 
the wind, was thrown into the trough of the fea, and Jb fltaU 
tered, that (he leaked In a fearful manner. Captain Stout, 
who appears to have been an able fcaman, and a man of 
great courage and intelligence of mind, prcferved his autho- 
rity over the crew when in the moft imminent danger. The 
Lafcars were ordered to the pumps ; it was at the time when 
the tcmpeft raged with its utmoft violence, when the follow- 
ing circumftance happened, which we will tak^ in the Cap- 
tain's own words. 

** I perceived one of them coming up the gangway ip^h a 
handkerchief in his hand, and on my enquiring what he was 
about^ he told me, and in a tone ot voice that difcoVered a 
perfeft confidence in the meafure he propofed, that he was 
going to make an oiFering to his God. <* This handt^^ 
thief,'* faid he, " contains a quantity of rice, and aH the' ru- 
pees I am worth ; fuffer me to lafli it to the mizen td^, ntA 
rely upon it, Sir, vve (hall all be faved." I was goiiig io <Mu 
der him back again to the pumps, but recoHeding that 
in fo doinjg I might throw both him and his countryttteh 
into a ftate of defpondency, and thereby lofe the benefit of 
their exertions, I acquiefced. The Lafcar thanked me, 
and I foon beheld this child of prejudice mount the tottering 
ladder without difcovering a fingic apprehenfion. -He lalh- 
cd the handkerchief to the mizen topmaft head, fearlefs of 
'aH danger, and arrived in fafety on the de^k. After affur- 
ing me his God was now my friend, he vrent bek^ tt> 
irform his brethren that he had done his duty; all the 
Xafcars feemed tranfported with joy, they embraced tlieir 
virtuous companion, and then laboured'at the pumps with as . 
much alacrity and perfeverance, as if they had encountef^ 
before neither apprehenfion nor fatigue. To their imceafii^ 
labours I i>we, in a great meafure, the prefervation of my 
people. . 

From the above inftance one obvious reAe^on arifes, ri*. 
That hun>an nature, in times of diftrefs, fecls-the neeeffity of 
divitie protection, and has recourfe to h, accofding to thedcr 
gree of that knowledge of God which it poffeffcs. ; "• ^ 

MAM- 
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MAMMON. 
Luke xvi. 9, ii, 13. Se€ alfo Matt, \\. ^4. 

THIS word has always been left untranflated, and critioe^ * 
have been divided concerning its meaning. Some fup- 
•pofe Mammon to have been the ^o^/ of riches among the Phe- 
nicians ; but there is po proof of this : others fay it means 
•riches themfelves ; but if fo, then our Lord is reprefented as 
faying, " Make to yourfelves friends of the riches of un- 
righteoufncfs," i. e. ufe your ill-gotten wealth pnidently, 
•^* that when ye fail, they may receive yqti," &c. There 
are two objeftions to this fenfe of the word : Firft, it is hard- 
ly probable that Chrift feould promife a reception into 
aioQian habitations, to fuch as fhould make a wife ufe of ill- 
gotten wealth. Secondly, This reading requires, that they 
^ho are to receive others into aionian habitations, are angeU 
or departed faints, whicti arc not mentioned in the context, 
hut the grammatical conftruQion of the paffagc requireSi^ 
itat ^hcy means the Mammon. 

They following thoughts are therefore humbly propofed 
-for confideration. Firft, That Mammon is derived from' 
the Heb^^w^, and fignifies multitude , as from hamah, to be tu- 
multuous, is hammon, which being framed into a noun, by 
prefixing my makes mahm^jft, SeeEzek.vii. 11. mahmonem^ 
their multitude. Secondly, by reading multitude ^ inftead qf 
riches y it is pre fumed the difficulties of the text will be re- 
moved. Thus in Matt. vi. 24. " Ye cannot ferve God and, 
4he multitude.'* And here, " If ye," the rulers of the church, 
'** have been unfaithful,'* in the ftewardfliip of the Old Tef- 
tament oracles, ** among the unrighteous multitudcy who will 
^commit to your charge the" New Teftament " truth." 

Verfie 9 muft be^conltdered as an ironical queftion. Do 
ye make to yourfelves friends of the unrighteous multitude ^ 
tftat when ye fail, they may receive you into aionian habita- 
tions? I.e. What goad can their friendfliip do you in rela- 
tion, to your future ft^te, that you betray your truft to 
pleafethem^ 

THOUGHTS ON HISTORY AND REVELATION, 

A FRAGMENT MR. WINCHESTER'S, 

IF the page of hiftory had not recorded part events, vy^p 
ftiould have been totally ignorant of paft ages, nor (houW 
^e have been ;ible to reap any benefit from the /experience of 
Vol.. II. . A^ oyr 
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our forefathers, \mt that which is derived from the panial 
tale handed down by tradition. Cbft in the labyrinth of mo- 
mentary occurrences, we ftiould have remained ignorant of 
©ui^felvcs, our Maker, and his works; but the hiftoriq page 
animates the ages that are paft, and brings down the hiftory 
of mankind from the day that he firft came forth in all the 
beauty of innocence from the hands of his Creator, through 
a fucceffion of a^^es to the prefent timer \ we are by it enabled 
to trace the progrefs of ihe human mind, and from the fa£la 
of paft days can draw a juft inference of what ought to be 
our condu6l in the prefent. In a multitude of cou^fellors 
there is wifdom. Hiftory is. the council chamber of man- 
kind. The great, the wife, the >rave, the virtuous, un- 
bialTed by palfion, by party, by. prejudice, by fentiment, 
uncontrouled by power, tmawtd by fear, nor led aftray by 
hope, fit and deliberate upon the affairs of human life, and 
tell us, not in the dehifive eloquence of human oratory, but 
in the fimple unadorned language of recording truth, what 
ought and what ought not to be. They point out with un- 
erring precifion the certain cffe£ls that muft flow from ex- 
ifting caufes, fo that without di£lating rules for our conduct, 
-they would lead us by the exertion of our rational faculties 
through the flowery paths of wifdom to thofe happy abodes 
where virtue takes up her refidence, whilft content, and 
peace, and joy, ever join her fmiling happy train. 

Whilft the pleafing and inftrudive page of hiftory thu^ 
teaches us wifdom, the page of revelation ijiakes known 
unto us the Creator of all things, as the great cpntrouler of 
all ; not fatisfied with teaching us whatwe now are, and 
what we ought to be, and how we may become fo ; it leads 
back to a period which the afpiring foul of man could not 
-otherwife have known, and Ineweth upto man things that 
took plaice 'ere the hiftoric page could record the creating 
hand of Jehovah; or the condufil of his creature, Man. 
It is in the page of revelation wc learn that " The Lor4 
poflefled Wifdom in the beginning of his way, before, 
his works of old. When there were no' depths, I wa^ 
brought forth ; before the mountains were fettled ; before, 
the hills was I brought forth: while as yet he had not 
made the earth, nor the fields, nor the higheft part of the 
duft of the world. When he prepared the H^^aven I was. 
there : when he f^t a compafs upon the f^ce of the deep j 
when he eftabliftied the clouds above : when he ftrength- 
ened the fountains of the deep : whe^i he gavs to the fe^ 
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^ his decree, that the waters (hould not pafs his commaDd-< 
*** ment: when he appointed the foundation of the earth: 
^* then^I was as one brought up with him, and 1 was daily 
'* his delight, rejoicing always before him." 

We are in like manner there informed (by inference) that 
tSod forefaw the fall of man before the creation was began, 
and in confequence thereof provided a remedy in Chrift the 
Lamb of God, " wlib verily was fore-ordained before tho 
^* foundation of the World,*' and not only fo, but ** that he 
** hath chofen us in him before the foundation of the 
*** -world." Nothing is more natural than to fuppofe that 
fuch perfons as think that our blefled Lord is no more ikan 
a m^, mud adopt the idea of Chrift not having- made an 
atonement for the fins of mankind ; for what can be < more 
tinjuft than ifor the Deity to punifli the fins of the guilty 
Upon the innocent ? But if the Scriptures fhould declare that 
Chrift came into the world in confequence of an agreement 
made between him and the Father, and an infinite good is 
an article of that agreeitient, then fuch a good is propofed 
by the death of Chrift as over-balances the evil, and if Chrift, 
as a diftih£t and independent agent, accepts the propofal 
tnade unto him, this (news that he muft have been more 
than man in being capable of eftabliftiing fuch a covenant 
with the Father, and in being able to accomplifli the terms 
of it ; and it points out unto Chriftians the neceflity there is 
for their fearching the Scriptures, that they may rightly 
Imderftand the firft principles of truth, and know the har- 
mony of the word of God. 

When Revelation makes known unto man any thing 
done before the foundation of the world, it is not that it 
may gratify an idle curiofity, but that it may lead us to the 
knowledge of fome truth which it highly concerns us to be 
acquainted with ; as for inftance, when we are informed 
that Chrift was flain before the foimdation of the world, it 
is becaufe it is connefted with the free grace of God ex- 
tended to all through that coVenam which was made be- 
tween the Father and the Son, and by or thrptigh which co^ 
venant, Chrift became the propitiatory or covering facrificc 
for our fins/ arid not for our^ only, t)ut for the fini of the 
whole world, which covenant, though it took place before 
the creation, yet the terms of it are tnade known unto us. 
*• If his foul (Kail make a propitiatory facrifice, he (hall fee 
" a feed which (hall prolong their days. And the gracious 
" pur^ofe of Jehovah (hall profpcr la his hands; of ;thc 
' A a 2 *' travail 
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<^ travail of his foul he (hall fee the fruit and be fatisfied*^ 
*< by the knowledge of him fliall my fervant juftify the 
'^ many^ for the puniftiment of their iniquities he fhall 
** bear." This covenant put into Gofpel language is. The 
JFathcr loveth me, becaufe I lay down my life for the (heep, 
and becaufe of this .he will give me a reward far greater 
than all my fufferings ; for when I am lifted up, I (hall 
<iraw all unto me, I therefore defpife the crofs, and joyfully 
endure the fliame attending it. For the word of divine 
truth mud be accomplifiied, it is necedary *^ that all things 
** muft be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Mofes, 
" HKi in the Prophets, and in the Pfalms, eoucerning me.'* 

Happy would it be for youth if they would ftudy the 
hidoric page, much more fo the /acred page of hiftory,. 
"wherein they would behold divine precepts, cautious, threat- 
enings, promifes, and exhortations, intermingled with. 
Revelation ; delighted with wifdom, they would drink re- 
frefhing draughts from the invigorating dreams, and by it 
be prefervcd from the temptations to infidelity which are 
about to come over the whole earth, to^try them to the ut- 
termoft who dwell therein, for infidelity has began to infeft 
this nation, and will go on to reduce it to the fame low (Ian- 
dard of religion that it has other nations. 

For my own part, I firmly believe the Scriptures to be 
mathematically true, and rejoice in bowing down to their 
authority. A belief in the being of a God is to the mind of 
every thinking man a felf-evident truth, and from this I 
prove, that there is a Firft Caufe, and then by comparing 
Providence with Prophecy, the works of Nature with the 
word of Revelation, the didates of truth with the expe- 
rience of mankind, all united with the harmony of Scrip- 
ture, will fully eftabliih the truth thereof to the mind of 
any who will but give themfelves the trouble to examine, 
and will likewife fully prove that no Infidel has given the 
• Scriptures that inveftigation they merit, but, on the con- 
trary, he rcjefts the Scriptures only becaufe he is unac- 
quainted with them, 

^ THOUGHTS ON DISTINGUISHING GRACE. 
Sir, 

AS a conftant reader of your Mifcellany, I have with 
pleafure confidercd the, arguments produced by your 
^various Correfpondents in defence of the Univerfal Reftora- 
lion, and am fatisfied with rfefpeft to that dodrine.'. Ne--^ 

verthelefs 
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l^hdefs there appears to me fome difficulties in GcxTs 
word, which hath not as yet been ,fully cleared up. St. 
Paul, when fpeaking of men in general, faith, <^ There is no 
difference, for all have finned and come (bort of the glory of 
God* Rom. iii. 22, 23. And in the preceding chapter in- 
£9rms us, that there is no refpeft ofperfons with God. Now 
\f this be the cafe, will it not be difficult to know how fome 
men can be faved, whilft others are not faved, and at the 
fame time for God to be no refpe£ler of perfons ? It is cer- 
tain He can of hi$ own meer fovereign wilt and pleafurt 
make one veflel to honour and another to difhonour ; i. €• 
as Creator of all animate and intelligent beings, he hadaa, 
undeniable right to make angels fuperior to men, and men 
fuperior to beafls, beads to infedls, and infe£ts to the dor^*- 
mant oyder. He hath likewife a right to endow one man 
or nation with more light, wifdom, and underftanding than 
another, as well as to give one beafl or infefl more fagacity 
and knowledge than another of the fame fpecies, and ye^ in- 
jure none of his creation. Hath he not a right to change 
men's features, complexions, figures, cogitations and voices, 
and yet be no more a refpefler of perfons than by variegating 
the flowers of the field ? i. e. not favour one more than ano- 
ther with refpedl to their ultimate end and well being ac- 
cording, to their different capacity. And it appears to me 
that God's infinite wifdom and almighty power could not b^ 
difplayed in ^11 its beauty without fuch a variegated fcene in 
creation. 

But when God takes any one intelligent probationary be- 
ing into his diftinguifhing favour, (I fay dijiinguljhing favour) 
it is not from a fovereign arbitrary will in God, but from a 
juft rational caufe forefeen. Thus God diftinguifhed Abra- 
ham from the reft of mankind ; for faith he, I know him that 
he will command his children and his houfliold after him — 
^hat the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he haih 
fpokenof him, Gen. xvUi. 19. And thus faith St. Peter, 
cleft according to jhe foreknowledge of God. In order 
therefore to clear up this fubjeft, give me liberty to anfwer 
a few obje£llons that may be brought againft it. And is it 
not very common to hear what arc called Gofp.el Minifters 
degrade the prefent capacity of man beyond the bounds of 
drfcretion ? For to fpcak of man as deftitute of the grace of 
God, is to fuppofe that which never exifted. And yet how 
Common is it to hear moft men when fpeaking of man by 
ftature, reprefent him-as deftitute of both will and power, 

and 
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ind then invite him to come unto Jefus Chrift, which ih fS 
fcft to do that he had never power to perform. Neither i^ 
it lefs abfurd to fuppofe that there is rio difference betwecri 
man and man before the/f ectal grace of God takes place in thd 
heart. I allow there may be no difference between the Jew 
and the Gentile, nor between the profligate that plunders hil 
friend and the pharifee that thanks God he is not fo bad a^ 
kis neighbour* Neverthetefs it appears to me if we leav^ 
the dreams of diftinftion we (half with difficulty (hun thb 
rocks of neceffity ; for if all men are equally alike, what ii 
k that tnakes the difference ? Perhaps you will readily an-i 
fwev^ it is grace alone, as there is no difference by naturei 
But if that grace of God, which bringcth falvation, hath «p* 
pearedto all men, teaching, &c. how is is that all men are 
not equally taught by this grace of God ? You will fay they 
win not come unto Chrift that they may have life. Bot if 
this will be equally in all, how is it that any ever did come 
unto him ? To this perhaps you will anfwer, The firft ope- 
ration of grace upon the heart of a finner is irrefiftible ; 
men are obliged to fee and feel whether they will or hot. 
But this convi6t-ion operates more forcible on fome than in 
others, by which they are inclined to embrace or accept of 
the terms propofed in the Gofpel. But I would further afkj 
If the operation of grace be equally the fame in itfelf upon 
all, and all hearts be equally the fame by nature to be 
"wrought upon, then the power muft be equally the fame 
upon all. But if this equal grace of God hath a different 
cffe£l, the queftion feems to be ftill unanfwered, namely^ 
from whence comes the difference ? If you fay it operates 
more forcibly on fome than on others, in that cafe neceffity 
with all itsx:onfequences comes in with a full tide. But if 
you fay fome men's hearts are more fufcepiible of good than 
others, then it a4>pears there is a difference. However, fome^ 
will fay, if there be a difference in men, does not this dif*' 
fercnce proceed from the fore-appointment of God, and fo 
include the neceffity of man's actions ? I anfwer no. The 

- difference between man and man cannot include in it necef- 
fity ; for if man by grace be k free agent, (by free-agency 
I mean man's will is not irrefiftibly impelled to good or evil) 
the ftrongeft impulfe to evil renders him under no neceffity^ 
nor can irrefiftibly impel that man to evil which (by grace) 
hath a power to counteract fuch an impulfe. When Sr- 
Paul faith, *^ There is no difference," he does not meail there 

^ is no difference in the moral characters of men j this would 

be 
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fee contradicting matter of fact ; but that all mcft arc fp far 
pcffrupt by haiure that none can be faved without the grace of 
' God. But he does not affirm that this , grace is always irror 
fiftible in fome and alwjiys inadequate to falvation in 
pthers. No, this grace is capable of faving all, and wotildl 
actually fave all in this v/orld was it not for the reftftance to 

food which evidently exifts in fome more than in others. 
Jot can there be any other reafon given but this, why fome 
pien are faved whilft others are not (except the judicious ap- 
pointment of God in fome particular cafes). But you wiU 
fay, if the difference of men'fe moral character or difpofition 
|)e the reafon why fome men are faved whilft others of a dif- 
ferent difpofition are not, does it not ftill proceed from the 
fore appointment of God ? For who is the maker of man 
but the Almighty \ I anfvver, though man cannot mak^ 
himfelf, yet hath he contaminated that which God at firft 
pronounced to he very good. And was not the turpitude of 
pain's difpofition augmented by the ahujt or rejeSfion of that 
help God had provided in his Son antecedent to his creation I* 
Pr why did God fay thus ? If thou doft well, (halt thou not 
be accepted ? If not fin lyeth at the door. And doth God 
^Ver propofe a duty to ma*i which he knows he is not able to 
perform ? Now if this was the caufe of Cain killing his bro* 
ther, then Cain's murder proceeded not from the fore ap- - 
pointment of God, but from man as a free agent;^ 

• Yet perhaps fome may fay if the refult of man's fret- 
agency be the deftrudion of his own pofterity, does not the 
f:onfcquence of free agency caft more reflection on the Al* 
mighty than neceffity itfelf ? By no means. For no fooner 
did man fall, but a promife was given that the feed of the 
woman (hould bruifc the ferpent's head. And in order to 
intercept \\vc rapid progrefs of the fall, a meafure of this feed 
l^was fown in every human heart, and as foon as man is capa- 
ble of reafon and rejection, thefe two feeds, or principles, 
appear to act ; the fpirit lufleth againft the flefli, and the flefll 
lufteth againlt •fpirit, and thefe are contrary one to the other. 
Gal. V. 17. And in othef places Xhxsfeedy or life from Chrift, 
\% called that light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. In others, that grace which teacheth every man, 
^c. In other placos St. Patil calls it that law of nature that 
accufeth or excufeth. Now as man is a free agent, en- 
dowed with this light or law of nature, he is capable of 
working together with God, as St. Paul terms it, of cherifh^ 
in'g ox cultivating this feed of eternal Hfeji or otherwife re- 
' ^ jccting 
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Jccting and quenching it. And if wc obfervc, the word of 
God always fuppofes man capable (with thefe helps) of im»- 
pfoving his talents to advantage^ and therefore always an«> . 
i>exes the reward to the duty. If thou fee]c thou fhall find» 
pfthouknocK it fhall be opened, for everyone that aiketh 
receivethy and he that feeketh hndethy &c. But never is the 
reward promifed but upon condition that the duty required 
be firfl performed. It therefore appears upon the whole 
tliat man is capable of rendering hlmfelf a fit object of God'« 
fpecial grace, and by which he is made to differ from other 
men. And this not from his own natural power or free 
will abdracted from grace, but by a fupenjatural power re- 
itored through grace antecedent to M works, in order that 
he may be a worker together with God, and in confequence 
of which is capable of being rewarded orpun|(faed. 

N. B. This was wrote prior to that difcourfe which 
you delivered on the potter and his clay. J. W^ 

J true Account of Qeorc^e Pattison ^ing tahn iythf Turku 
[ContinMed ffom p?ge 155.] 

BUT I coiild get him no way to adhere to me, in thaj he 
was fearful of bloodftied, for that was his reafon : inr 
ibmuch that at laft'I told him, we were refolved, and I qnef- 
tioned not but to do it, without one drop of bloodlhed : an4 
I believed that the Lord would profper it, by reafon I could 
iraiher go to Algier, than kill one Turk. At laft he agreed 
to this to let me dp what 1 would, provided we killed nonei, 
At that time, there being ftill tw^o Turks lying in the cab- 
bin with him, fo that he was to He in the cabbin, that by his 
being there, they fliould miftruft nothing : which according- 
ly he did ; and having bad weather, and loft the company of 
the man of war, which thing I much defired, the Turks fee-^ 
|ng our diligence, made them carelefs o( \i$. 

So the fecond night, after the captain and one of the 
Turks went to fleep in the cabbin with our mafter ; then I 
perfuaded one to lie in my cabbin, and about an hour after, 
another in another cabbin ; uqtil at laft, it raining very much, 
J perfpaded thenj all down to fleep ; and when afleep, I got 
their arms in pofleijion : anfl all this was done by fair mean^. 
;ind perfuafions. 

Then faid I to to the men of the veflel, " Now we have 
the Turks at our com,mand, no man (hall hurt any of them ; 
^or if you do^ j wjU be ^ig^iuft you ; but tjiis we will 4^ 
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f^ow th^y j^r6 under deck, we will kcep^htm fo, and go fof 
• Majorca/' So when I had . ordered fome to keep tli^ 
.doors, left anv (hould come out, ftridlly charging them not 
to fpill blood; I ordered our courfe for Majorca, the 
which in the morning we were near. So my. ojcdefs to our 
men were, if any offered to come out, pot to let above one 
pr two at a. time ; and one came out expe£ling to have fecti 
bis own country,, but to the contrary, it was Majorca : 
then faid I to our men, " Be careful of th^ door, for wheft 
he goes in, we Ihall fee what he will do :** and as foon as Ije 
told them we were going towards Majorca, they, inllead 
of rifmg, fell all to crying, for their courage was taken from 
them, and they delircd that ihey might not be fold, whi^h I 
promifed they fhould not : and fo foon as I had pacified 
ihem, I went into the cabin to our maftcr, he not knowing 
yhat was done ; and he told their captain, •* That we 
had pvercpme his men, and were going for Majorca:** 
,?t which unexpe^lcd news he wept, and defircd the maftcr 
not to fell him, which he promifed he would not. Then 
we tojd jhe captain, " V/e would make a place to hide them 
}n, where the Spaniards (hould not find them ;" at which 
jthey j^efe very glad, and we did accordingly. So when we 
,came jln, the maftep went on fliore with four more, and 
Jeft p^e OR ^oard with the Turks, which were teti, bat 
jthey could not come out, except F let them: and he 
did hjs bufinefs, nof taking produdl or licenfe, led the 
Spaoiards iliptild come and fee the Turks. But at Night an 
pngli^t mailer can)e on board, being an acquaintance ; ami 
after fome difcogifevvjih him, we told him, ** If he would 
not betray us, we yvoi^ld tell him wiiat we had done j but 
we would not have the Spaniards know it, Icil they Ihoiild 
take thpm from ;»s^" the which he promifed, but bra<e the 
fame, and wcjuld l;avc |)acj tvyp op three of them to have 
JMlfpught to pngland, but we faw his end: and when 
he could not prevail, then he faid, ** They are worth 2 or 
30Q pieces of eight each:** whereat both the aiafter and I 
lold him, «* That if they would give many thoufands, they 
i^ould npt haye one, for we looped t9 fencj them home 
again.** ' \ = 

Sa he looked upon us a$ fopls, becaufe we would not fell 
Ithem,' which I would not have done for the whole illand ; 
but contrary to our expeSation, he told the Spaniards, who 
threatened tO take them from us : but fo foon as we heard 
thereof, we called out the Turks, and told them, " They . 

yoL. II. . B b muft 
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mil ft help usr, or the Spaniards would take them from us r** 
Jo they refolvedly helped us,' and we made all hafte to run 
from the Spaniards, which pleafed the Turks very well. 
$o we put ourfelves to the hazard of the Turks, to f^ve 
fhem. We continued about fix or feven days, not being 
willing to put into any port in Spain, for fear of lofing the 
Turks : we let them have their liberty for four or five days, 
until they made an atteriipt to rife, which I forefaw, and 
prevented. All this while I was very kind to them, info- 
much that fome of our men grumbled, faymg, " I had 
more care for the Turks than them. My anfwer was, 
^* They were ftrangers, I muft treat them well.** And 
when at fea, in the day-time, we were going for Algier, 
but when night came, for London : ^nd fo we kept thena 
in ignorance for about eight or nine days, by which meansi 
they were quiet: and the ninth day in the afternoon, we 
came by an ifland called Formeture, an ifland t^ey knew 
very well, and by that ifland they knew yrc did not go for 
Algier, but for England: in the afternoon they were all 
upon ileck, and our matter with them, and they threatened 
our maftcr very much, by reafon he was gone bv Algier ; 
and none of our men were upon the deck but myfelf and the 
man at the helm, but moft of them afleep, and I fitting hy 
the main-maft, taking good notice of th^m : at laft their 
countenance began to change, and to look very fourly ; anti 
a great weight fell upon me, and it rofe in my mind •* Howr 
if they (hould lay hold on the mafter, and heave hiiti over- 
board." They being ten lufty men, ind he a fmall man. 
And my weight increafed, then I ftarted up, and ftamped 
with my foot, and our men came up, faying, ** Where'ss 
the crow ?*' another, "Where's the axe?" and every one 
the thing they h^d provided for their own defence: fo when 
I faw them all about me, and heard thefe men threaten the 
ihafter, I faid, ** Let us have them down, we have given 
them too much liberty : but firft lay thou down," faid I' to 
one of our inen, " the crow, and the axe, and every man of 
you, what you have provided to hurt them : they are Turks, 
and vft are Englifhmen : let it not be faid, we are afraid 
of them ; I will lay hold on the captain." So 1 ftepf>ed for- 
•ward, and laid hold of him, and faid, <* He muft go down,'* 
And at this time, and not before, we cjifcovered that feveral 
of them had long knives, by which they might have done us 
^uch damage, and after v^ards we were more careful of 
theoH and not long ^fter, two of them differing, drew out 

their 
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tjicir ktitveS|» one againft the other, and our men that kept 
the watch called me, and I called their captain, who took, 
their knives from them, and gaye them to me, and beat 
tlheqi. The before-mentioned paflTage vc'as the firft time of 
refiftance, for what was done towards the Turks before, 
was done by fair means, or threats, not violence : for i took 
great care of them, and on the 9th day after we had them on 
board, I went to our mafter, and defired him to go on the ' 
coafts of Barbary, for there we were like to mifs of their 
ihen of war, to which he confented. On the nth day 
we were on that coaft, and about fix miles from land, and 
in the afternoon it fell calm, and I had it much upon my mind 
to let the Turks on Oiore: then I went to our men, and 
faid, *f Who will go^with me, to fct the Turks on (hore ?** 
One faid, " 1 will go,'* and another faid, " 1 will go," 
Ihen another the like ; but three to ten was joo little v 
then I went to another, and faid to him, *• Thou and I 
have been good friends, wilt thpu venture to go with 
me ?'* he anfwercd, ^* Yes, if my mafter will give me leave: 
this is enough/' faid I. After this was re folved on, and they 
promifed me that they would do nothing to hurt the Turkf 
until I faid, " I could do no more," then they were to fliift 
^or their lives : this agreed on, 1 went to the mafter, and ac* 
quainted him what we had refolved to do, if he would let ' 
us have the boat. .After fome time together, and fome tears' 
dropt on both fides, I told him, *^ I believed the Lord would 
preferve me, for I had nothing but good will in venturing 
my life, and that I had' not the leaft fear upon me, but all 
would do well.** Then faid I, " If we give them the boat> 
they will get arms^ and come and take ns with our own* 
lioat ; and if we put half on (hore, they will raife the coun- 
try, and furprife u$ when we come with the other half: but 
if he would let me go, and the other three would go witft* 
roe, I would venture to put them on (hore ;'* to which He 
confented. So embracing one another in great tendernefs* 
we parted ; but I faw no other way, but to carry them alf 
at once. Then I called the Turks up, and when they came* 
up they knew the place : there were two towns about foui^ 
miles from the water-fide. But when the Turks came Upd- 
one of the men that promifed to go with roe, was afraid|, 
and came to me, faying, " He was not willing to g6, ex- 
cept I bound them." To which [ anfwered, *• I was not 
afraid, and to bind them would but exafperate them ; now' 
they were quiet, let us keep thenci fo, come^^ let ushofft oitt^ 
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the boat:" and when ihat was done, I went into her, zni 
gave the painter, or rope, into the (hip : then I called in the 
TurKs' captain, and placed him firlt in the boat's ftern, then 
for another, and placed him in his lap, and one on each fide, 
and two more in their laps, until I had placed them all: and 
when our men faw how I had placed them, they were wil- 
ling to go without binding of them : fo I gave two of our 
men each an oar, and one of our mea fat on the bow of the 
boat with a carpenter's axe on his (houlder, and I fat on the 
one fidq with a boat-hook in my hand, the two that rowed, 
having one a carpenter's adze, and the other a cooper's head- 
ing knife; thefe were our arms, bcfides the Turks arms we 
had in our command ; and when all was ready, we took our 
leaves one of another, committing ourfelves unto the Lord 
for prefervation, we being three men and a boy, and ten 
Turks: fo we fet for the fljore, and having but two oar's 
the time feemed long, but that which made it feem the 
longer, before we got half way to (hore, our men's hearts 
began to fail them, and they began to refleS on me, faying, 
** This was myfrolick.", And as we came near the ihore, 
the more they were affald ; fo that every rock they made to ' 
be a boat ; fo that I had very much to do to keep them 
quiet; faying many times, "give way my lads, we (hall 
get afliore in a little time." All this time I had not iheleaft 
fear on me : at lad we came within 30 or 40 yards of the 
fliore, then I commanded to turn the boat; thfen I faid to 
one that 1 put mod truft in, •' To have a care of thofe 
bufhes, that there be no men in them, for 1 fear not the 
men in the boat ;" and turning myfelf about, with iny back 
to the fliore, to heave the grapling, the very fame man cried 
out, ** Lord have mercy on us, there are Turks in the 
buflies op ihore!" J having not hove the grapling, 
turns me, about, faying, ** What's the iTjatterr" Says 
Ke, *' Pofiiively there's men in the buihes." And he 
fpeaking -fo p'ofitively of it, it feized me, fo that I was 
poffelfed with fear: and fo foon as the Turks in the 
boat faw 1 was afraid, they all rofe at once in the boat. 
And this was one of the grcateft ftraits that ever 1 was put 
to: not for fear of the Turks in the boat, but for fear of 
our men's. killing them; for 1 would^not have killed a 
Turk, or caufcd one to be killed, for the whole w6rld. 
And when the Turks were rifen, I caufed our men to lay 
their oars crofs the boat ; for that was all that was betwixt 
us, and bid the men take up fuch arms as they had: then 

faid 
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faid I to them, ** I would have you be as gooa as your 
^i-a, for '70U promifcd me you would do nothiiig until I 
fiiid, I could do no more: now I defwe you to keep lo 
that," (for there wai ntjthing lacking but my word, to kill 
the Turks.) Then 1 iharply reproved them, for their many- 
rcfleSiohs ; but more particularly he that had faid, " there 
were men in the buflies," when there was not. '•* And your 
many fears have brought fome on me alfo ; therefore novr 
behave yourfelves like men, and be not afraid." And when 
I had fpok^n thefe words unto them, (all this while the 
Turks flood up) then I remained in filence a condderable 
time, and was very low in my mind ; at laft all fear wa^ 
taken away, and life arofe, and coi^rage encrcafed again ; 
atid it was with me, <* Its better to ftrike a blow- than to 
cleave a man's head, or cut off an arm ;" and I turnod the 
hook of the boat-hook into my hand, then I confidered to 
ftrike them that wete next me, which were the weakeft, l 
fliould have ftill the ftrongeft to encounter ; at which I got 
into the itaiddle of the boat, upon the main thaughts, theft 
I flmck the captain a fmart blow, and bid him fit down,* 
which he did inftantly, and fo did all the reft, without anjF* 
more blow^ ; then- 1 ftept forwards, and faid to our men, 
^* Now you fee what 'tis to be afraid: what (hall we do now ?*^ 
, fome was for, carrying them on board again 2 ** Not fo,'* 
(aid I, " God willing, I will put them on (hore; for they 
will come quietly near the (hore, but if we carry them on 
board, there will be nothing but rifing: for if it were my 
own cafe, I vw)uld rife ten times, and fo will they ; on (hore 
we mul\ put th^m " And going along the (hore, there was 
a fmall rock lay off the (liore, which our men would have 
me put them on ; but ihey not feeming willing, I would 
not. At laft 1 efpied a very convenient place, in a fmall 
bay, wherein was a water-way, and we could fee a mile ; 
' We went thither, and finding it very convenient turned our 
boat, and hove out our gpapling ; and, with figns of great 
kindnefs, they took leave, and jumped out not very wet ; 
and when on (hore, wc put our boat very clofe in, and gave 
them about half a hundred of bread and match, apd other 
things, and hove all their arms on (hore to them : and then 
they weie not above four miles from two towns, and about 
50 miles from Algier ; and they would gladly have had us 
gone to the town, telling us, '** There w^s wine, and mapy 
other things :" and as for my part, I could have ventured 
with them : fo we parted in great love, and (laved until thty 

had 
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hid all got up the hill, an<jl they (hook their caps at us, ut^A 
we at them. And as foon as we came oa boardi we had a 
fair windy which we had not had all the while the Turks 

. were on board, nor many days before. 

And when we came for England, coniing up the river 
Thames, fome boats going before us, and King Charles, 
and the Duke of York, and many of his Lords being af 
Greenwich, it was told, "There was a Quaker's katch 
comiilg up the river, that had been taken by the Turks, and 
had redeemed themfelves, and had never a gun." And wheri 
we came near to Greenwich, the King came to our (hip's- 
fide, and one of his Lords caqie in^ and difcourfed the; 

' mafter ; and the. King and the Duke of York ftood with 
the enterii^ ropear in their hands, and aiked me many . 
qiieftions about his men of war, I told hicn, " we had feen 
none of theih." Then heafked me manyqueftions, " How 
we cleared ourfelves?*' and I anfwered him. He faid, " I 
ftould have brought the Turks to him.'* I anfwered, . 

. ** That I thought it better for them to be in their own 
country:" at lyhich they all fmiled, and went away. 

I have wrote more large and particular, than' in my for-- 
itter account, which I writ from Liverpool, the 30th of the 
ifth Month, 1680, where I bad not my papers. 

So I reft in that which can do good for evil, which 
ought to be the pradice of all true men. . 

THOMAS LURTING. 

LotubHf loth of I itb montbf 17 o^» 

JOB. 

Continued from Pc^e 1^4* 

CHAP. in. 

1 A FTER this Job opened his mouth, and curfed 
A\^ his day. 

2 And Job anfwered and faid : 

2 Peri(h the day in which I was born !. 

And the night* it was faid, << A male is botieeiVed* :'* 

Let 

, ^ : :— ; ^^^' 

' * To (hew the propriety of the Hebrew ivord for n'ght,weniay ohferve, 
Ijiat the word occur.8 not as a veib^ but evidently fignifies to wind> or turn 
round, and might with propriety be rendered the de'viatri^c in Gen. i. 
Itjs faid, ** the evening artd the nnoming were the firft day?" Frora the 
evening being fir(^ mentioned, it is evident that the firft pu(h or a6iion of 
the Spirit, when God divided betiveen the littht and the dark^ wa» on thd 

i'venittg 
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4 Let that day be darknefs » ! 

Let Goch from above, not enquire after it ; 
And let not the fluxes of light irradiate it. 

5 Let darknefs, and the (hadow of death, aVenge « it j 
Let a cloud br tabernacled over it. 

Let them make it horrible like the moft embittered dgj^ 

6 Let thick darknefs * feize upon the ni'^ht, 

Let it not rejoice amongft the days of the year. 

7 Behold ! that night (hall be defalate, 
Let not the exulting (hout come into it* 

8 Let them whocurfe, execrate the day, 

-Like them who are about to roufe the leviathan \ 

Let 

■ » ■ » ■ . '■. > ,■.,.■> ; . . .. ■ , I . w. t 

svening^ or wettern edt^c of the earth ^ or, in other words^ that the eanh 
w^s impelled^ or pu/hedjorijuarci from ijoeft toeafi. But the confequence of 
the diviiion juft mentioned m\i(i he, that the earth would decline from a 
r^iUnear path the moment it began to rbove. For the grofftr air coh- 
ftantly tends to riilh into the finer, and wili prefs againft any intervenin|r 
obflacle, with a forQe proportionahly to the different degrees of firmneit 
on the one fide and on the other ; hence it is evident that the air, Wing, by ' 
theinterpv>lJtion of the eaith, made more grols on the back part thereof, 
than on that which wa^ turned towards the center of light, muit, as fooa 
as the light began toac^, have prcfted <.n the faid hack part with conOder- 
aole force> and cauftrl the e^r.h to dtviate from a right lined courfe, into 
an intermediate one, Ijetween the diic6l»on8 of the perpendicular and the 
lateral one above mentioned ; anri as the fame forces are conltantly kept up 
|j»y thenatui^al and mechanical aflionof the celeltial fluid, the earth muit 
continue to move forward not in a r'ght line, but (fmce the two forces ap- 
proach to an equality) in an orbit nearly circular, Paxkhurst. 

* ERE, to fwell, a word of large extent from the time of conception ta 
jth^.tinje of delivery, and of courfe muft here mean of its ending in child- ' 
birth, thebiithof a fon, of a foal of family, and of a poetical genijus, arc 
the three great occafions of Joy among the ancients. ScOT-i". 

5 The word fignifies, ift, to impede, keep back; 2d, darknefs, that is, 
tbefolar light impeded, which renders the celeilial fluid ina^ive, fbgnate, 
dark, 

•♦ ALUE, God, is the pnrticipje n. paflive of ALE, and fignifiet one 
accurfed| or fubjefi toacurfe.— Parkhurst. When T compare, thif 
word vwth Paul's obfervation. Gal. iii: 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from 
the curfe of the law being made a curfe for us, as it is written, ** Curfed 
is every one that hangeih on a tree }'* and 1 Col. xvi. •' All things were 
.creaite4by him, and for him." I cannot but think that the Ancient Fa- 
thers had revealed unto them the dignity of Chrift, as firft born of the Fa. 
ther, the Creator and Ruler of ail creation : For Jfi^ wrfhes that the day 
pf his birth might be entirely overlooked by. him m his otlierwlfe uni* 
Ttrfal providential care, and they faw his fufferings for man and his confc-^ 
quent glory, and fearchcd diligently what the Spirit of Chrifl, which wat 
in them, fignified, when it teltified of thefe things, 1 Pet. i. 10. ^ 

5 Let darknefs and the fhadow of death take vengeance on it;, feize it 
as the avenger of the blood did the offenders. Park hurst. 

* Darknefs /o thick, that, like an opaque body, it may hide every objeft. 
7 "^he Leviathan is (o called frooi its doIcfuUry | he is very, dangerous, 

and 
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9 Let the ftfllar ' fluxes of its twilight bo.ftagnaie ; : 
Let it look for light Tiutnot/Wi^.i / 

Ax^ kt // oot |>e feea in the vibratipns of the dawn, -i « 

10 Becaufe it clofed not the doors of nvy mother'^ belly^ 
. Then would grief have been hidden from mine eyes.* 

1 1 Wherefore (Jied I, not from » the; wom|) ; 

Fron> the b^Uy I would have conje, and have expired, 

1 2 Wherefore came the knees before me ; // -. 
And vfhy /welled the breads that I might fuck, 

13 For now'*" I (hould have laid downand b^en quie^i 

I ihpiUd** have ^ept, then woul4 there h^ve beeq^ reil* 
. ^ ing place for me ; - • 

14 With the kings and counfellors of the earth. 
The builders of defolate " places for themfelves, 

--:/■;■'■'- — • . . ^ .. ■ ' ar 

and in Job's time muft have been a terrible aniqial. If the above i& right|y 
tranflated, the ide» lepms to te taken from the horror of ihole who were 
about to ftumble upon him inadveitently in his covert. As the jwipjl lig-- 
rifies grief, it poiribly pfiayVefejr to the bitter imprecation that canaie rfc^in 
' the mourners at the bjirial of the dead, ' > .. , . 

All thro' that'lonefome night may (ilcnpe reign^ 
flor joy intrude, nor joy awakening ftiaih, * ' 

t^urjc ye that night, in hor|-6r moving rhimc, 
Air ye whofe proverbs execrate tjie t]me.j , 
When wretches by difaftroiis chance mifledj 
Roufe fierce Leviathan from hrs Oo^y bed. ' , ^' SeOTT? 

• Starlefs and deep eclipfe its t\y1light be, ' , / 

Still may it pine one glimm'ring ray to fefc; . ' ^ ' 

. But fee no glimmVing ray, nor morp's fair ey^, ,, 

Ha}fop'nIng twinkle on its fadd^n'4 |ky. ' \ ScOTT, 

if Job made ufe of the awful imprecation? vented by thofe who forrowed 
for the dead ** without hope"" to a Chriftian with" the glorious hopes qf tnj 
gofpel before him, it is matter of continual ttiankfuln^fs that life and m'» 
mortality are brought to light by Jefus Chritt j for Tucfi were our f9rc- 
. fat^trs ! '.!'"■'• 

9 From the nmomb) In the womb, Sept._ Jeremiah \^. ij. «« Becaufe he 
ilew me not in the-womb j' that my mother migiu have been my grave. 
Ah ! why not buried in the womb ? or why 
Not favoured, recent from the womb to die? 
. "VVhy did the mid-wife knee the birih receive? 
Or the full pap its fatal nurture give ? * ScOTf. 

'° Hefeelshimfelf miferable : Is it ibange he Aiould wl(h to be out of 
mifery ? Can the cl^reft hopes of future happinefs extinguifh thefe natural 
defires in the beit of men ? Death appears to him his only deliverance : ts 
it (iraftge he Should pafBonately long for that deliverance? that he (hculd 
fpeak of it with ^ranfport, and dwell upon the idea of negative happinels? 
' ' ScoT-t. 

*^ This beautiful panegyric op the grave, contains a fine oblique fatirc 
on avarice and ambition. 

'* Sepulchral Grottoes. Pr^leSihnes, p,2i. Such as thofe fuperb mo- 

luiments of the kings of Thebes, cut in the rocky mQuntains on the We(i Ude 

• ' of 



15 Oc ^iUi princes y/ifigifiierfdgpidfoT thcmfclvcs, . 

Wtfd •'» filted theit ftoofcs with filvcr*;' ' ' 
ii6. Or lik«ari^abc»:tivebir(h,hiddciiK; Ifliould aoCbaVebeen! 

As in&ntf ihsit have not beheld the light. 
17 There the tiajuft forbear to terrify. 

And tbeiFe the fatigued recover Arength ; 
a 8 The prifoners are tranquil together, 

And the tafk-mafter's ** voice 18 not heard. 
19 The little and the gileat are alike there,. 

And the Have is enfranchifed from his Lord. 
2^ . Wherefore giveth he h'ght. for {^fflidive labour ; 

Or life to the embittered body. 
at They are made to wait for death, and it r«m//)& not, 

Though they dig for it more than fpr hidden txeafures. . 
tta They will rejoice to dancing, they will exult 

When they (hall 6nd the graye. 
«3 For ** the Mighty One hath concealed his way. 

And God '* overmadoweth behind him ; 
^21. Bipij^fe •' in the prefcnce of my food my groans come, 
" Ai)d nfty i^oarings come forjh like waters. 
25 Becaufe horror 1 feared, and it apprqacheth me ; 
, ' And what I fhtaink from i^ cotae upon me., 
JXb I. was not carelefs, for I reftednot ; . . 

I. fettled, riot, but the agitation came. 

fii\- ij ' ' ' ' ' " ' '* - ■ " * * 

oiTflie ly^le, over again ft Camack, t^e ancient Thebes. Defcripiion of the 
Mitftf f^it\,'f. 975 zMo Bijhop Pocoke. O'v the famous Pyramids, Ibme 
of which were probably older than the tihies of Job, Creanter on tht Py^ 
rafmdstp.41. 

'3 ifyijojfUIed tbar boufes f their fepulchroA monuments, ** All the kingy 
of the nation^ li« in glory, every one in his own houie/' Ifa. xiv. iT,' 
The iqpokhrcsof the kings of Judah had great treafufe dcpofitcd in ihcm. 
^bt/hh'syjfiphus. Vol, \.J>. 517. 

14 /OinndxiertrM! where tyrants fcour&rt no morr» ► 

., - Where chiefs repoie, aiid ilai^eCmen's to Is arc o*cr : 

.. The captive^s home, who AumbVing on his clod, 
Hears not the cruel yofce, nor founding rod. 
Thrre great aiid fmall are undifttnguiSiM mould, 
And there the nave*« among th« firee inroird. 

The acccTuht given us of the treatment of Chriftian flaves in Mequincz, 
IS a lively cominent on this paiTage : ** Their refpe^live guardians', or tafk- 
** mafterk deliver thttn over at. night, as fo many (heep, to another, who is 
'< appdinkd to'tiike charge of all; who fecures them in one honfe till next 
** fflornini^.and then tliey hear thtdol^ul tcho of come out to ^workJ*" 

»s Jpb could nor yet iee the iptemion of this afili^Vive providence. Al- 
though the way of God may be in the whirlwind, and his paths in the great 
deep, and wc by fearching cannot, find him out, yet «iv/ ihall behold him, 
and BiJrdd, as well as his ftaiF, mall comfort us* 

*y> 3e«DOte4^ , . ; . 

^7 The fight ofhis food increafed his diftrefs, becaufe it was the means 
of prolonging a miferable \\U ; or becaufe it brought to mind thofe happy 
days in which his children wire abotithim, chap. xxix. 5. Scott. 

Vol. II. C c A MORN- 



t{)4 warn tjmmm^iUM9M MmMoa^uan. 

A mornino Rppi^qtiON in sprin^. * 

AT'4ie -vifihg of tke Sun I aiwoko, and oir losing 
around, >h^ btelutiful did she woi^ks of 6^ appear, 
and who that beholds ^hat gloirfaas Sun, but js ieligiitecl !-r- 
It revives the ht^jt and cbeer^ the droopHig'-icH^ — I 
view the Sun (hining on tj^e^thapkful and on the unthaokw 
fill — I behold the^ goodnefe of God inthe Sun— It dj^lays 
the chara£ler of-hiaa who crtaied ^11 things, for 4jbd k 
love, love is-kis nature, he delights todoiiis cmtures ^0od; 
and as Cbrlft was the exprefs ihi^ of his father, whVn li^ 
was in the flefli, he went about doing good, and k is \h^ de- 
light of my foul that he is the f^inae now, a« he was wHtn ba 
earth — His hand is not fliortened-^He can fave. unto the 
utmofl all that come vnto him ; and being fully perfuaded 
that he is omnipotent, and omniprefent, and aiUCiilScient; 
I commit mryfetf into his hands this day, and prav that tliib 
Lord would be pleafed to keep me from iin ot evttf kind, 
both inward and outward, that I may be more thaii con- 
queror through him that bas loved me.r-7o iliQA W fflory 
throughout all ages. 

As I walked In t)ie gulden I viewed the trees and^bujQies; 
they (how that the Suihmer is nigh ; they wait fer the ray); 
of the Sun, that they may bring^ fourth fruit in due feafon : 
from a view of the'Spring approaching, I fee the ttmjes and 
ieafons ; it Is high tiipe to few the feed for flowers ; foo^e ib^t 
J^ave been fet.npw begin to appear, which op^ns toniy view 
the day of the Refurredion. How (hall I appear in'that 
jgreat day ? Lord help me fo to live here belowi that when 
.^hai great day of thine appearance cpmcth, I may $e one rf 
thy chofcn, and dwell with thep in thy kingdqm^ Wb(ea 
the feed is fown, who cart tell how that feed groweth ? — 
We fow the feed, and wait for its brinjging forth; this wc . 
know, the rain and the dew caqfeth the feed to fwell in the 
ground) and the life that the . feed contains bur(Uth forth 
and grows; the tnu (lard-feed, though fmall, yet becomes , 
a great tree* From this I rcfoHeA what Chrift fays, I aip 
the light of the world, and this light (hinet^iin every.foii| of 
man^ let him be where he may ^ it is like the feed, though 
it be fmall, yet there is life, and there is a meafuie of this 
Hght given to every man to profit withal, bpt the feed while 
It remaineth feed doth ^ot grow till it is put into tbie^^rth-^ 
in tike manner if Tn^n doth nqt iPiprove that light wbich is 
given him^ he cannot exped to have mofc light, for to him 

, ' that 



that hath Aall be «[tveitr«iM fhoflr^htitt'whieh^d^ im- 
prove ihall be ta£(% atWay, tiftn ftfat which he Ritti^ Aw- 
ful iituation to'be (but up in darknefs! ' 

But may it be ipy-pmy^rt that thoi^ I am io the vrorU, 
I may not be of th# if«>6rltf, atid may it be my eonftant en*, 
devour to cultivate tlie j^race' that is in tri6, and like Saint 
Paul, be co-worker tosetber with Gbnft» , endeavouring to 
walk in the fteps of no^ Lord and Matter^ Jefus Chtift, and 
may I view him in all hi»vhk^9, and then 1 Aall furely fay, 
that his ways zrivtiyH of plHit2U\tiihtS, aAfd^tl his paths are 
paths of peacfc. 

The Friends ef the DoBritk ef the UHiverfal RefioMtien an 
itfoMei^ that 

B£THESDA<>MAP£L, cuN-bAKrt LiiiEiioust, 
WiU he operuehwt Amibf » the ifi day ^ Jufy^ wheftthree Ser^ 
mons t^ hepreachedy that ih the Moriiingy bj Mr. Johm 
Qms^that in the Jfierndon^ bi Mr. Wi ttlAM Vidler^ 
Jm^ffParlieaiuraCeurtd^ Artilkryrlmu^ Bijbeff- 
giaiijfhft\ and that in the Evenings if Mr. J. H* PitiNCE, 
Aumr ef "if Litter to the Re^. Jdjh. Pft^d^ MiniRer of 
the i^i^w Jerusalem Temple, Cr(jp-Jireet\ jiatton-^ 
garden** — "^ Defence rf the People deneminated Metbe^ 
diJiy'—The Chrifiim^s Dutyttf Gtdandthe G$fiJliMifn,'* tie. 
Service to begin dt htilf paft i6 ifithe Mtritin^t half paji % in 
the Aftemoony ' ariihafpafif^ih the Evening ; and will be 
continued at thefamt.Murs ewrf SaUatb^dofi and on a Tuef-- 
day evening at 7 o^dock. 

%♦ Nd Crfledibn to be rtiadd 



To the Editor if the UOTvBMAtisf's Ml^EtfcANy* 

BexaSiRV ^ ^ . 

Shouid'thefollowin|p Lines be 4eemM ac^mimble» perltapt tfi) infertiofi 
ef them in vour vaiuame |4ireeUanv n^^'y j^ratify the mtndi of other 
affliaed Par&ii, bcHdes tjiat of the Person to^hom they wereaddreflcd. 

I aa, your'« in the Lore of the Truttt, 
Bath, lodi Jum^ 1798. S, WHITCHURCH. 

A Poetiidt Eptjllefrom the' World of Spirlis. 

The late fn&at HARCISSA to her J^irt&ly Mother- - 
^>EASB» bipleftf mo^neV/^ ^nn ito'tumt tonufhaxt, *■ 
^^ With tranquil mind^he Providente fuftain* 
Which lately closed in death my opening charms. 
And <arhr iattch'd mt from your friendly ai ms-^ _ 



ConvuUM my; imh^g^\&onpi ^.Qijr tf^ 
And all that path and travaily which on wtk, 
A mother cojpbatt at an infant*! birth» ' 
A'pp«air*d to you to lack nnf tender ItifnMB^ d > 
En (^te €Xti|i|pu't(K*d life*t icoi^'a^i^ fl^^^ 

§re death*« laA friendly blow, m omf eif *n« * 
ad fprc'd my exiled fpirit back to Heairn 5^ 
' But ^twas not fo— *'twat fbch a groft'mlftake ' 

AB^emng man it ef or ptoM to nake I : 
/ For quite inffpiible'to pain I iay» 



*Till loofenM from my prifdn-boufe of chjjr $ 
Swift was my pafTage thro* your world- ofilrife^ 
Sudden my traniit to immortal life ;-«-> 
Tomradife retunTd, furprit'd I f&mid 
Jiow i^4Ul tht world of hi^puieft arbood; ' .*^.. 
Where pure aelighi^ with never-fading charmty ' 
And pleafure woo*d nie with expanded trms ;^ 
yniereL^o*! cleai^ fountain c««riaftanglowiy^ > 

And Frt»in^p'$ bow'rt inrite t9 fjifeft? r«jM«t— 
. Ketum'd— -a cititen of Heavenly birthf 

? hough lately doomMy a pilgrim on the earth, 
hat fmflmg form to animate, which ftole * ' ' 

Your too fond heart, and won a mbthe)r^ fiMiI ^ 
*erMn*4 frmn banilhment, ILM gUdJr»^^U v 

Of all that bliff from which vaiq morals feil |, , ' . ' 

But how (hall I defcribeihy h«av'*niy 'ftate» ' ^ 
Or half thofc eclblcies I feel relitc ? ' 
for tbts recitak4mman learning faClta» . ^ ' \ 

And.sli the ikHl^^anguagenoughl avails { T 

Your fetterM foul, ^1x>iii{4,in,fl^ly chai^» 
AiTaird by worldly caret, and mortal pains^' 
Sunk in the mighty rums of itoe^all, ; ' 
Wk>fitdarknefavifiblc<^crfcad6^tl, .wv 

Can^tclearly comprehend my bliff fut%Me> -. / j 

Nor the ful 1 tak of wonders* rd rdate i 
How can I then fuccefsful hope to lend 

An Angelas mti!ton to an earthly fricJid:* - •-.% j-- ^ 

But your Naraja to your weakije^ kind, i 

To (oothe and gratih^a mot^e^^jdind. 
Will yet her tale of Hcav'iily fovebonycyy 
Aadi;\Mrn{^\i^9($ froniyour.iiefutkvifkyr* ■ "" . \ ( 
Will fliinc,^ the fun of gladnefs, in your breaft. 
And hu/h the tempefl of your cares to r«ft» , " ^' 
Chace the blp tear of fbrrow fi^om ydur rye. 
And checryour fight with Heav Vs unclouded iky ; * 
Sht*ll, thro' the medium of a mortal friend, ^ ^ 

The kind intelligence celefiial fend. • * 
His well-known hand ywrfe-^4tta -^ e> itj q u kniow,^ - 
Can ^1 for others,' and partake Uidr woe 2 « . 
HU fpirit, drawn by ftrong attra<^ion*t ^ow*r*, * ^^ 
Oft quits your world to fraternize with ours; 
Thro* his mellifluous verfe I now convcfy 
T^s pleafiog mcfi^ftiteirthe realmit oi day. 

Scarce 
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Sc»rt« had rny Jf irit mogntedp ffceaf dur^f .1,,^ j 11 

And ri»'D to f$aillU^ in Angtl fairj f J J •• 

Scarce hiid flic quitted cafth^i obicure abodci^ ^ . > it 
licr thrkfomr furiJbn, un4 its flcfhJy load i ^^f^* «« 
Sciirce dull mortality Had Icfi behind. j ■» 

And foaiM, a perfeii diCctnbodicd mind ; - r i% 

Ere the Ibft wordi of ** fifter conw »way,** ' . 

UnitMrnbcrcd An^d voices ieciti'd to liy j * ' 1 

«* Come, quit with joy the cumbroui do J of c»rtb, 
«« Come, claim wich uf the righta of Hea?'ftiy birth i 
«« From mortal ciTti com*, come with u* aioja^; J 
« Join the (Weet chorus of celcftial fongi . ' ^ 

«« Come fijler Angel— Spirit come away, ' | 

«* Seethe bright regloiai of ctcrn lid a )f, '' • 

<* This cloudkli Iky with us feiencly iriew»' ' 
*• And bid che drcami of mortal life adku j 
«< To happinefi Ibpremc with ui ^fpirer 
** Riife your glad viice, and feiic the Seraph'i lyre(^/ 
« Here pleafures new, and bt.^utitfs ever young, 
«« Claim the foft adccnta of a Seraph** toogucf ^ 

«« Here' univerf^il gotvdncfi gilds the fcdie, J 

«« And (br'reigti Love pertidej the calm trtt^ei ' ' 
« Hcremjd'ft the Angel throng en mpttjr*d vjew, **' ^ 
<« Sojnc who by nature kindred claim with yo\i I ' ^ 
"Of the f^me foftd and cafcful mother bom, ' . , , 
*« And from her arms, I iltc 5^0^, untimely wa i * ' , ^ 
«* But proof of blrtli and origin divine, ^ 

« In charm* celtlUal now belwld them ftittie ; 
•* Arrived bffon: you in thef^ realms of light, 
" Lo there MaitUa grcfti your riViftiM fight ; 
'< And fince leleas'd, your brother Miran toO| ' *.,, 
" JBeauteous like her attraf^s your wondVing view; 
** Lyfander^ and Lortn^& too, whole doom, 
" Gave ihefamc birtbt the fame umimely tomb \ 
" Poor helplefttwinil who fcarce furvlv'd the biribj* 
« Wept their fliort hour of pilgrimage on earth \ 
** Like criminal* ^rraign^d, they jnft appear, 
♦< Await the verdi£t, and the fen fence hear, 
" When the command by Mercy's voice is giv'n, 
•* To bring the bauifli'd cuiprit* back to Heaif*n i 
«« Though tatcly infants of the ftiortcfl fpan, 
«« Each now behold a perfeft An gel -man.— 
«< Thui human weiknefi m^y compref* the mind^ ;; 
" And Htav Vi immortal gem in ttuers bind, 
<« Yet the glad foul wh^fi freed from mortal chains \ 
" Its various pow*iS and priftine ft ate regain > i 
** KWa fi om the earth, ajid earth's t^oble ctod, 
" It {bines t^r lovelieft image ot its Goo, 
^< Arrived ^ourfclf whc4^c thii immortal day 
«« Sheds all around itt pure refulgent ray, ^ 

« Nthw inftautaneous, knowledge, fuch as oun, * 
«« Informs your bofom, and expands your pOwVs i 
«« One moment h^ri will teach you more than mau, 
« Gained by ihc toil i^i thm-fcen jft^s a^dHs ; 



TiioQ{k 



^^l^ci.'V 



«< Like iihel.MMM^# tdW^ngftb^'ftldi,* 
. •« One iMMk^ ^Haite^li ttiti¥hfwi ikMr^ 

«« Come lifter fpirif then aikf with tir niii^ 

«« Soft ftrains'tff iMotfy, itkt grafeM ^i^ 

«< To that grelt Sjit^fbtrOob WhoTe^ Mrtdneft gif¥ 

«« HU morttf fiends thit yiabry pW the KM^i^** 

£lke one aw ai I ng from ao idle dream , ' ^ 
rftlt — I found fttidryfupremci 

Heaven's lovely vlfions openM to my fjgTit, * 

Fiird my glad foul, and rapt me with ddight ! 
1 view'd the beauteous feme, thus pfTjog (VrM|i^, [ 
And with my new afTociatefi haird the chah^, 
Praii'd my DiU'v^rif for fuch love as Ms, 
Such pleaftiixs chafte, and intcikfluar hlirt — 
Here bound lefi freedom unenjoyed on eartlii ' 

To wiich rto Kevolutjon yet gave birth^ 
That facred liberty unknown to man, 
Or by the lord Jy chief » or vaflTal dan, 
Whofr praift the netdy hard* of earth employ. 
Immortal fprrtts only can tnjry* — » 
- No defpots here, no tyrants of a day. 
Can frown our live*, our lihertieg away i 
We tear no proud opprefTor*! iron rod,' 
Our oiify So^ertign u ihf mntiefG^i^ 
Our liberty is not an empty name* 
Which the iham patriot telchratcs for farne|^'* . ^, \ 
Oar liberty per mil* usj unconfrn'd, 
To fkim the oceans ride the winged wind ; 
To dart obedient to the WOts dci^re, 
With fpct?d more rapid than elcflnc fire f 
Though fabkd Ttdifmans and Oinii ftrong" 
14*7 give new charmii to Orienlal fong^ ' 

Vet e*n alone the picafmg powV and mill ' 

O f migJc mo vera ent w i th t he a^ i ve wH I . W ^ ' '\ 

Tki$ moment your Marcijd may be near, " 
To ibothe your carcs^our cativerfaiion hcif^i-^ 
The nixt — remote, in diilant worlds o^ Ughtg 
Beyond the farthtft ken of HerfikiWt fight. 
She foarF where other peopled planets (Eine, 
And contemplates fome nohler race divine j 
Muvin^ at will with free refiftkfs fpring. 
As thought impels, and fancy fpreadi Ecr wt^^^ 
BometitDts I fly whpre Biicalh^s thunder roar*» 
And drives the fcourge of w3.r on IndiaH fko€t% | 
Or, where to pcoplt new difco^er'd lands. 
The banith'd patriot herds with robber^baiidf ; 
Sometimes J Vifit where the trumpet's hrcatb 
Bids the bold warrior rufti to fields of death, 
Where Modirm rival Aiixander*^ name, 
And play a thoufand madder pranks for fsirt* s 
From Wat's mad tumult, and the rage of $Lfjlkl^ 
To lovelier fcenet 1 foon dlreft my flight,- 
And did not Protidence reveal its plan. 
Should womJer uua could kill bit brother nHui* 



W^j^ iiN'tt'fi Hmjilr i«W >«!0|)r4lrt^ 

a%y 9iJI4e4.h^rQr» to tbc glflpmr OT^ * 
AMfi\^jf\g9l9ntmkBtm'mgf9my4ifHiPi 

3^f of a 4ay » nwi wcitntf tuU of y«airb - 

^^•nec^VAliiy «f.bcf4ty(hiQ^« . ^ 

H€re letBie paufSi— *for ^ooM In^fdale 
The deeper itcttf of Narctfa's fate, 
8bon wQuki your ray(h''d lenfet die awagf ^ . * 

At the fiill blaze of beauty fhcM difplay. 
For ffea^^niy charms do earth'i much more fdrpuA" . 
Than 'real iih kt (hadow in a glaliij 
More then to tell at pre(ent I fotygo, 
Since perfect knovrledse yo^ mu(k die ta kium ) 
Die then to raniitef of time and earth, • ' 

And rifefupcrior to your mortal birth ^ 
From outward toils and forms retire to rttk^ 
And feek for Hcav'n and OoD wkbin your breaft. 
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*«ONTHLY OCCURRENCES- 



i#^a0; 
i^QME very important ^etaiU have 
If btdy arrived from Ii«laiKl. In 
^ooft^uence of the arreft of Lord 
Pdwkrd Fitzgerald (which took 
fiiace lately, after a finrere fcuffle, in 
lEbich two gentkm^ were icverely 
wounded by litt Lordihip) papers 
mtK 4Hcovered, flicwing a plan 
ViisJaid4>y theJJmted Inflimeafor 
Rising, the Government, and ob- 
taining po^[efl^n of Dublin. His 
^xrellency the Lord Lieutenant 
ient a Meifage to both Houlesy anti 
they voted AddrefTes in fupport of 
Hhe Government. In confecjuence 
^ a letter from the Lord Licute- 
Aant the Lord Mayor had a meet- 
ing to coniider of the bcft fteps to 
' 1^ takto ibr-the.pul^'c fecurity, ^and 
that JQigbt and next day treat, quan* 
titles M flnst were feized, and many 
^foBt were arreftiold. 

«9« The Iriii Parliament, at the 
requeft of His Malefty, have iettled 
a penfion.^ of loool. per ann* on the 
Mii«e ^ Mecklifibttrgy tht<];]eefi-» 



June i. Yefterday (evecal Iri% 
genUemeo of great nefpcaUnlii^* 
were apprehended in London uJH^ 
loirie charges of aieditiooft 6r ire^ 
fonabie nature. 

3. PaAWan Oglu has defeaced>ii 
Turkiih army that wat ient agaiaft 
him, ^ hia rebtllibn halnow^ 
come Go dangerous^ that the Grapd 
Seignor has offered an immenle'ii^ 
wani ibr bi)^ head. 

5. A Fren^ fleet, confining tti 
iiUeen fliipf of the line, and >tgll« 
teen frigates, with 4A'0 tr^poirtis» 
have failed 'from Toulon, a grealf 
number of infantry, aitillerjr, vdl 

?|uantitief of mortara^ fcowitasni» 
uroaces, bomt>s, cantiifter ^iqd 
grape fliot, and other ammtuidoU 
are on board* General' Buonmita 
is commander, mcti of letters, &Sr«-r 
nomers, geometricians, and artiit 
of every ibrt have alfo embarked s 
what may be the deftinadoa <^tlfa 
expedition is at psc&nt iinknoMs 
but it is ^Btndly iiippofed to be 



7. The AtMrkinrilbvft of Re- 1 fttiRghttfn The Rebels, at feveref 
prtientativa reiblired on^lie^otli qfi plicct^ have been guilty of great 

A__?i ^£. j.u ^ — '»'-• I cruelty, on which account fome fe- 

vere examples have been made. 



April, after a debate erf umiftial 
kagih» th^t the" Ffefident flibuM be 
autborifcd to employ the natal 
force of the Uf^iM StftteearcolMroys 
for the fHPoteaion of th^ AmeHican 
trade, without waiting until there 
Ihall exift an a8:ual ftate of waifare 
between that bountij and the French 
Republic. In conieqiience of this 
it is fuppofcd, the Americans will 
ibon have a re^efkablf fleet on the 
ocean. 

S. YefterdavmomingtX&»Reeves» 
Mr. Wilkinfon, and ffir. Adam« 
Ion, Ibine time ago C9nvi£led of 
forgery, were executed. There 
was a vaft concourfe of people pre- 
lent on the melancholy o^qahon, 

Ycfterday morning the execu- 
tion of Mr. John Jnines Coigley 
took place on Pennendon Heath, 
near Maidftoi^, for High Treafon. 
^^Lord ^ward Fitzgerald is 
StSi' rf f the woi^nds whicn he re- 
ceived when he- w^^.^tteftesd }, one 
of the sealous magiftratet who ap- 
^r^ehded him is alio dead of the 
^wDUrtdawhidi he received of JLord 
JBdward. 

■.-i \X2* The accouivts from Ireland 

are of the moft alarming nature, fe- 

^rvtfraieii^gttnents'Have taken place 

J1iet%v«en the Government Forces 

tand the Infurgents in which the fuc* 

; cefs has been various • On the 24th 

•May the Rebels were defeated at 

l^aas. with thelofsof 200 men, and^ 

"^ the fiune tlay on the Banks of 

.the Ltffey, near Dublin ^ their lofs 

« was 130 men.' A few days after 

'ihej were defeated at Carlow with 

; the lofs of 630 men. On the 4th 

.of this ^onth an engagement took 

. |ftlace at Wexford, when the town 

. of that name, with ieveral others,' 

;wm taken 1^ the Rebels. And 

witnin thde tew days another at 

. Roiiii when the King's troops were 

nt Mt r^ulfed, and Colonel WaU 

role; Who commanded them, was 
iUed ) but the Rebels were after- 
wardi routed "with coofiJerable 



16. A letter from Cadiz of the^ 
a ad May advifes, that preparations 
are making at Gibraltar for the 
bombaiMmentof that town, and that 
the Spanhrds, on the other band, 
are making tlie moft vigorous pre- 
parations Si defence. 

19. The armament under Buona- 
parte is faid to be deftined againft 
Malta, and from thence to go t^ 
Egypt, to opeh a commercial com- 
munication with the £aft Indies, by 
way of the Red Sea.. 

The Mar<)vls Cornwallis haa 
been appointed Lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, in room of Earl Canoden* 
Great hopes are formed from the 
well-known. abilities of this Noble- 
i^n. 

aOf The Rebellion, which had 
fpread into the ]^or^ern countiea 
of Ireland, and Had afiumeS ta 
thre^tnlng ^appeafa|ce, was fup- 
preffed by the aAivity of the mili- 
tary, aided by the pnmipt fervice of 
the yeom^ry. Very little *ISIdod 
has been ihed tn the North, and th^ 
Rebels have bid down theif arms. 

a«. The Englifti Ea(^ ioaiii 
Company have depofed the younc 
Nabob of Oude, and have advanced 
his u^icTe in his (Head* 

French agents in India have prc^ 
vailed with Tippoo Saltan to .tiy 
his ftreogth with the Englif^. 'ift 
is making inunenfe prepasation for 
war, and forming alliances'. Tli« 
Government in India are taking vi«- 
goitnis fteps to.oppoie him. 

25. By the mails which arnvcd 
from Ireknd on $.iturday, it ap«. 
pears feveral moreifi£lions have taken 
place, in moft of which the Rebek 
mi^e been' defeaied. 1 5,000 troops 
under the command of General txtst 
ar^ marchii^ againft the Infui^reotv 
in Wexford, and^it is expelled thi^t 
in a few days they will be quite fub- 
dued in that county. 



:*^Xhf Continuatkh of Mr. fTtkch^ifs t&moru h unavoidabij .fojipnud 
tiUhurmxU 
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tJiiiverfaiift's Mifcellany 

For JULY, 1798. 



7o tJie Editor (fihe XJniverfaltJi' s MiJaUany. 



Julyi'i, 17^8. 
Tim. ii. 24. 



JF you think a pracftkal Comment on a Tim. ii. 24. exhi- 
bited in the following Letter from a Gehtleman in Scot- 
lahdi ih defence of Univerfal Reftoration, to his Frierid 
in tot^rri, of a different fentiment, is worthy a place in yodr 
valiiaMe Trieafiify, it is at your fervice 

Your's, A FRIEND TO TRtJTH* 

pjfAii'sfiR^ Edinburgh. 

IWAS favoured with youi- long letter by -' — :- , oa 
th^ l|6th Augpft laft, which I have carefully and atteri- 
tively pjeciKfed* am particularly obliged to you for having 
V[^KtA the fubjeft at fuch Icrlgth and with fo much pains, as it 
ftews Wef yowaffeAionate care that I fhould not be deceived. 
% find I ftand'OHich in need of inftruSion and am happy to 
r^oive it'frdm any quarter whatever, as it is tny endeavour 
to derive iidvahtage from evei-y converfation or correfpon?- 
de|Ke> even th6ugh my ftiends ihould differ in opinion from 
HK?. I wifli'to follow your plan in my enquiry, becaufe £ 
Ihiftk* it i^ excclleht, viz. Not to receive any do£trine precis 
pitately^ befcaufe it majr, at firft view, feem to wear the iemu 
hiznce o( fruih, afieA the ,paflion«, or feerii to be fuppoft^il 
by fome jpaflSges of Scripture, &c. but taexamine both *fidia' 
of the queftion with carei »nd ftarch the facrcd oracles diltv 
gently, that T may receive the /r«/A upon' proper evidence 
ted ailthority, and not be eatfdy removed froni it by j;)laufiW^ 
arguments. With thfii view I have read tihd conlldcred your 
letter, ;^nd ftiU give you liiy remarks upon it with' the frte* 
4om of an. old Uitn&y ZB'l find rafyfeff particularly- pieafed 
Vol. II. M Dd with 
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with the freedom you have ufed in writing to me ; fhalU 
therefore, with the greateft confidence expeft the freedom I 
ufe in return, will meet with a candid and favourable recep- 
tion. I will not pretend to imitate your elegant, concife, yet 
nervous (lyle, nor do I hope to attain your clofenefs of rea- 
foning ; but I ihall be happy if I can make my fcope and 
meaning intelligible ; I muft, however, befpcak your for- 
givenefs, if any thing occur which may appear to give of- 
fence, and beg leave to afTure you, that nothing can be far- 
ther from my intention, and if any thing of that kind flip 
inadvertently from me, I hope your pardon and correSion, 
with your ufual candor. Your firft argument to invalidate 
the dodrine of the Reftitution of all Things is, * That it is 
no where exprefsly taught in Scripture, or that it is not iaid 
in^xprefs terms ^ that all men Jhall certainly ^ znA finally heJavtdJ 
From which you conclude, there can be no abfblute or fub- 
. ftantial ground to affirm or expedl it. At firftfight, this argu- 
ment feems to have a good deal of weight ; but upon a nearer 
view, perhaps it may not be found altogether conclufive, 
for though it may by fome be granted, that it is not faid in 
exprefs terms, that all men fliall certainly and finally be 
faved, yet, if it be found that the charaders of the do^rine 
of Univerfal Reftitution are fufficiently delineated in Divine 
revelation, that it was the defign and purpofe of God, thait 
lie ha^ appointed means for the accomplifhment of this de- 
fign, and that he has intimated that thefe means fhall not be 
inefFedual, or fail to accomplifh the end: I fay, ifthele 
things can be proved from Divine teftimony, it would feem to 
warrant a concludon of a very different nature from that , 
"which you draWi. A conclufion drawn from fuch pr^mifes 
js by no means unfcriptural. When our Lord came and 
idwelt in, Nazareth, Mat. ii. 23. the Evangelift fays, * This 
* c^me to pafs that it might be fulfilled which was fpoken 
^ by the prophets, * He fliall be called a Nazarcne.* Now 
it is no where faid in exprefs terms by any of the prophets^ 
that he fhould be called a Nazarene, this title is no where 
afciibed to him in all the Old Teflament, but the charaders 
of the Nftzarene are afcribed tp him by all the prophets^ 
and hence Matthew does not mention this as the predidlion 
, pf any particuUr prophet ; but from the charaSers they all 
aicribe to the Saviour, he gives it as the general voice of the 
whole. £ph. i. 9, lo. The Apoftledefcribes this as4hegood 
f leafure of God, which he hath purpofed in himfe^, < That 

% in 
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in the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times he might * gather 
together in one all things in Chrift, both which are in the 
heavens and which are on earth, even in him. Col. i. 19. For 
it pleated the (Father) that in him ihould all fulnefs dwells 
and having made peace through the blood of his crofs by him 
*to reconcile all things to hinifelf, by him I fay whether they 
be things on earth or things in heaven, i Tim. ii. 3, 4* 
*« God our Saviour, who will have all men to be favcd or re- 
ftored, and come unto the knowledge of the truth." Thefe 
texts m^y fuffice without troubling you with many more, which 
might be adduced to the fame purpofe. I thinly the mod plain 
and obvioMS conclufion which thefe point out is, that it was 
thp defign and purpofe of God, that all things (hould be ga- 
thered and united under one head, and th^t this one head is 
opr Lord Jefus Chriil, that this union is to be effeded in the 
dipenfation of xhp fulnefs of times, by means of reconciling all 
enemies, whiph reconciliation is already begun by Jefus Chrift. 
Sjse Col. i. 21, 22, and that the end of this gathering and 
reconciling of all enemies is, that they may be prefented 
holy and unbUmeable and unreproveable in the fight of God, 
for he will have all men to be reftored, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. Secondly, that God has not only 
purpofe^ the Refloration of all in the mod extenfive fenfe of 
the word, but as became him who is infinite in wifdom, he 
hath ^io appointed means for the accompUJhment of this end. 
John iii. 16. * God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him fliould "not 
perifli, but have everlafting life. For God fent not his Son 
into the worl4 to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be reftored. Heb. li. 9. That he, by 
the grace of God, fliould ta{^e death for every one. To ac- 
complifli the will of God, who will have all men to be reftor- 
^d> and to come to the knowledge of the truth, he, the one me- 
diator between God and men, gave himfelfa ranfomfor ally to be 
teftified/« his own proper tim^s. i Tim. ii. 6. and i John ii. 2. 
The propitiation for our fins, and not for our fins only, but 
alfo^r thejins of the whole world. And he fent his Apoftles 
i«to all the world to preach the gofpel to every creature : for 
the obedience of f^ith, Mark. xvi. 15. Rom. xvi. 25. ^nd 

* The word * anakphalaiofaflhai rendered garhered together In one,' ' 
you know lignifies to recoiled and arrange under one head, as Icattered 
ftldiert under a General, and this agrees with the appftle Peter^s idea, 
1 E.ph- ii. »3. • For yc were a» (heep going aftray, but are now returned 
VnlQ th^ Shepherd and Biihop of your fouls. ^ 

" ' Dd 2 commandeth ' 



2<J4 TpE uotv^blsAlist's |^$C!3|^;(^4H7. 

comipan4eth 2i\ men every whjerc to repent, Afls xyij. ap, 

and xxvi. i8. To open their eyes and turn them from d^rk-^ 
nefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto Qod, |hat 

they may receive forgivenefs of fins and inheritance among 
ill them that arc fanflificd through faith ^n Chrift. The 
Apbftles, thus intruded with the miniftry of reponciliadon, 
poclaimed God in Chrift, reconciling the world unto himfelf, 
not imputing i nto them their trefpaffes. Now the reconqiling 
of the world I hink was the intention of God, in caufmg hi^ 
gofpel to be pr ached unto every creature under heaven, that 
they all might believe and obey the truth, and fiibmit unto 
the righteoufnefs of God. And, thirdly, he has given reafon 
to believe that it will anfwer that end. See I fa. 55 through- 
out particularly verfe 1 1 . Sojhallmy w(^rd he that goeth Qut bf 
tny mtuthy it Jb .11 not return unto me voidy but itjhafl accomfflifi 
that which I plea/e, and it Jhall pro/per in the thing whereto Jt 
fend it. Now the Lord is not flack concerning hi^ promife, 
for though it fecm to tarry long wait for it, for in the. end it^ 
Ihali come and (hall not tarry, and hence the gofpel is ftyled 
the aeonian gofpel, Rev. xiv. 6. which would feem to inti- 
mate, that it will continue to operate in the converflpn of fini- 
liers,and bringing them to fubmii to the righteoufnefs of God^ 
during the periods of aeoniah puniftiment, and continue id 
jprofper in the things whereto God hath fent'it, till it fl>all 
finally and fully accomplifli that which is his good pleafiire, 
and that, as has already been noticed, ip the uniting ^11 things?, 

, under Jefus Chrift the one head,, by means of reconciliation, 
it being the will of God, that all men (hould be reftbred and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. Philip, ii. 10, ii.frorn 
Ifai. xlv. 23 That in the name of Jefus every knee fhoulc^ 
bow of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things un- 
der the earth, and that every tongue (hould confefs that Jefus 
Chrift is'Lord to the glory of God the Father. I cannot betr- 
ter exprefs the conclufion to which thefe texts naturally 
lead, than in the elegant and nervous language of your own 
letter. ** We fee here, according to the appointment of God, 
the reconciliation of all things to himfelf, the whple crea^ 
tion voluntarily fubmitting to the divine authority an4 go- 
vernment, and afcribing blefling and praife unto God and 
the Lamb, and this not in heaven only, but alfb on earth and 
under the earth, and in the fea, &c.'* Can language be moce 
univerfal, or any thing be faid more Ibbverfive of the idie^^of 
the everlajiing mijery (permit me to addi pr e^fgjisftk^ de^JkJ 
of millions cf rational beings I ** Thi5 reconciliation h te be 

^ '' accon^ 



THE UKlVSRSAtUT^S MIlGSLtAKY. 805 

scconmlifbed in the difpep&tion of the fulnefs of times, it is 
vrhat infinite wifdora has determined upon, and what God's 
omnipotent power fhall effeft, God hath (worn by Wmfelf 
that ft) it fhall be, and his counfel fhall ftand, and he will do 
aB Ms pleafure. Your fecond objedion to this dofirjne is, 
•^ Becatife, the wicked (hall be deftroyedy and that this 4fr 
ftruftion fliall be xhttr endy but the doarin6 of Univerfal $al- 
vation affirms, contrary to the exprefs language of Scripture, 
that their end frail not he deJlru^tUn hul fahation, for cer- 
tainly, if the wicked fhall finally be partakers of everlafling 
life, it can never with truth be affirmed, that a preceding 
punifhment or deftruftion was their end.** That this reafon- 
ing is by no means conclufive, will eafily appear, when wc 
^onfider that the Scriptures often fpeak of xht firfl death as be- 
ing the ^w^ of all men, notwithftanding the refurredlion from 
the dead is as clearly revealed as any one doftrine of God. 
Thirs Solomon fays, Eccl. vii. 2. It is better to go to the houfe 
of mopming than to go to the houfe of feafling,/ir that is the 
end of all men. If the houfe of mourning is underflood as relat- 
ing 1o death, as may be inferred from the former verfe : " The 
day of death is better than the day of one's birth ;" then So- 
lomon affirms with truth and not falfelyy that is the end of all 
men. But if it be alledged, that the houfe of mourning be- 
ing the end of all men, is to be explained from the end of 
ibrrow, viz, making the heart better^ as in the following verfe, 
it is (till a true affirmation, and equally invalidates the force 
of your argument. The only other text I fhall trouble you 
with at prpfent, is Gen. vi. 13. God faid to Noah, * The 
. <n^ of all flefh is come before me, and behold T will deflroy 
ihem with the earth/ Nbw here was a deflrudion >yhich 
was to come upon all flefb, and God fays it was to be their 
fnd. This cannot poffibly be the fecond de^lh, for that fhall 
hot b^ the end of all men, it mufl therefore be reflriSed to 
ihefirft death, and to that only : it will not be contended, tljat 
becaufe all fhall be raifed to life again, therefore the God of 
truth could never with truth affirm that a preceding funijh-* 
tpenty or deJIruSfiony was to be the end of all men. It will 
teadily be admitted, that the firfl death being faid to be the 
death of all men, does not by any means contradifl the doc- 
trine of the refurreSion : and by the fame rule may we not 
conclude, that any future punifhment, or deflrudion, being 
faid to be the end of fome men, cannot contradift the doc- 
trine of the Reflitution of all Things. Before I offer any 
.folution. to your third objeftion, it may not be amifs to in- 
' » ^ . . , , . - (juire 
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guire a little into the fenfe in which the facred writers haver 
lifed the word aon^ which you ttink fignifies eUrnalj endlefs 
juration, and build your arguments on this^opinicw. Now, 
{f it (hall appear that the writers of the New Teftament have 
hot really ufed the word in this fenfe^ it vyiU naturally fol- 
low, that every argument raifed upon thargrour^d muft be 
totally without foundation. If it be confidered tjiat the doc- 
trine of eternal mifery had been efjiablifhed in councils Ipng 
before the Eng)j(h tranflation of the Bible, it will npt feem 
ftrange that the tranflators, who were themfelves qf that 
opinion, (hould have fo rendered the word as to copnten^ncq 
that opinion in general, althougl) in feveral paflages ihe* ati-^ 
JTurdity of rendering it by eternity would h^ve been fo glaring, 
that they feem to have been obliged to confider it as a fub-f 
Aitute for kofmosy world ; and accordlr^gly have rendered it 
world, with mucl^ the fame propriety as the word which fig- 
nifies zyear^ would have been tyanflated a ci^y. The reafon^ 
which incline me to think th^t the word no whefe in fhc| 
New Teftament properly fignifies eternity^ are : Firft, that \i 
is very often ufed in the New Teftament in a plural form, 
^nd therefore cannot fignify etermiy^ for if eternity be its 
leading and proper idea, all fuch paffages fliould have beei^ 
Tendered eternities^ and where it is rendered for ever anc| 
ever, it fliould have been literally «* 7a the eternities of the; 
eternities." Indeed, in your laft letter you fefem to have been 
•fenfiWe that the id^a qf eternity is not always meant to be 
conveyed by this phrafe, for you there give it as your opi- 
nion, that this phrafe. Rev. xiv. ii. has a relation ^wi^ /^ 
J<ime temporal puniftiment. Alfo, Rev. xx. lo. becaufe tot 
have admitted that it properly fignifies eternity in thefe paf- 
fages, would have direSly contradiSed the doftrins you wa^ 
labouring to ^ftablifli. By eternity I underftand continued 
duration without either beginning or ending ; and therefore 
a plurality, or more than one eternity i feeii^s to rpe as incon-g 
fitterit'as a plurality of only true Gods. Secondly, the aeonA 
are faid to be made Heb. i. 2. "By whonl alfo he made the 
worlds ^* I need not inform you that the wojd here renderecj 
world is aonasy and therefore, by the above rule, fliould have^ 
been eternities. The ide^ of eternities beir\g m^de, naturalljf 
implies fome tinpc when there was nq eternity r But what 
idea can we have of a period when there was no duration J ' 
The abfurdity appears to me fo glaring as to need no refu- 
tation. Thirdly, the Scriptures often fpeajc of the beginning^ 
of the aonsj yea even of tfanfa£lions iefoie the beginning yT 

. . the 
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th€ asom. J^ow if etcri^ity is the leading idea of the word; 
fych paflagcs ihould be read the ttgiming ofeUrnityi or oftht 
i^irnitUs^ \yhere it h plural. So John ix. 32. ek tou aonot 
fince the eternity began. Afts iii.,21. ap aonos^ fimce thi 
stemity began. Afls x v. 1 8. fl? aonos^from the beginning cftht 
£iemitj. Rom. xvi. 25. Chroniois xoniois» the times of 
the eternities, i Cor. ii. 7- fro ton aonon^ before the etemi* 
ties, Eph. ill. 9. apo^ton aonon, from the beginning of the 
eternities. Titus i* 9. fro cronon ^onon^ before the times of 
the eternities^ &c. 

In all thefe, and maf^y more pafTages, the word Is render- 
ed fo as to denote liitiited duration, though certainly in 
thefe it is as fully cxpreffive of eternity as the fame wordf 
in any other text in the New Teftament. The on)/ 
reafon I know of why it is not rendered the fame way 
in thefe as in other paflages, is, that the abfurdity of fpeaking 
• ^the beginriing, or of things before the beginning of eternity^ 
^ is fo very glaring, that every one would have deteSed it» 
In thefe palTages at lead it will be owned, that the writers 
of the New ledamcnt did not mean to convey the idea of 
eternity by the y^ord aon, either Angular or plural, and thefe 
furnifh reafoQs to think, that they have in no inftance ufcd 
thj;s word as exprefBve of infinite duration^ 

Fourthly, the ^r^nx are reprefcnted in fcripture as fuc* 
ceeding one aiwther, as one year or day fuccecds another ;. 
thus Col. i. 26. there are aeons already paft, and which have 
been focceeded by ton aonos tou£ouy thisfrefeni ^n, Luke xx. 
34. So I Cor. ii. 6. tou aonos toutoy this frefentaon. But if 
the word properly denotes eternity in 2 Cor. iv. 4. the eievil 
is there faid to be the god of it. Ho theos tou aonos touto^ the 
gpdof th'u eternity* This aon or age (hall have an end, Matt. 
xxviii. 20. the end of the aon^ (hall we fay the end of the 
eternity ? Matt. xxiv. 3. The harveft is the epd of the aeon^ 
end of the eternity. And this seon will be fucceeded by other 
aeons, Luke xx. 35. tou aeonos ekeinoUf that other eternity will 
(ucceed tou cuTios toutOy this eternity. So Eph. ii. 7. en tois 
aofitois eferchomenoisy the eternities to come\ and many more 
texts to the fame purpofe. Now it appears to mc that the 
ufe of the word aoriy in thefe and many other texts, is abfo- 
lutely inconfi(tent with the idea oi eternity, and fo it feems 
to have appeared to the tranflators, who, to avoid the incon- 
fiftency, have rendered it by different terms, in Eph. ii. 7. 
and Col. i. 26. they have rendered it agesy a term which, 
fce^ms to me more exprediveof its real fignification, and will 

^pply 
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apply better throaghout the whole New Teftamcnt, than any 
other that I know of ; hence I think the fisK^red penmen ritttt 
ufed.the .word as denoting //tfrw/V; ; for if W^m/y be its I^skI^ 
ing idea, then the New Teftaihent informs ws of fW Bigrfti^^ 
uing and end of fc^ $unu$iii\ the commencement^ etotihtt'*- 
ance and end oi the prefeM eternity, of which the deVi] \% 
the god, and the coming of. other Eternities when tMis h 
come to an end, but thefe are foch evident inconfmeitcies^ 
that I am perfiMtdod you will not contend for them. Y<56^' 
obfervation is very juft, that punilhment of the ages h:ildt 
a proper tranfiation oi{kol(^n] tronion M^tt. xxv^ 46.. 
^Eou ohferve thiat it is a corruption, deftroying the relatron iA 
HyiHch ihe word aeonio&ftands to the* word kblafin, by hirn- 
iiig the adje£Uve into a fubftantive. Your objfervation is li^ 
l^fs juft thfen that I was aware of the difficahy, and tbhfltyaf 
a k)fs how;to>tranflate it, and therefore in general retaitjerf the 
Greek word:"]perhapsiZfe or J/^«/i//o« may not fully iafnd prdii ' 
perly exprefs the meaning of the Gr^ek word aotnom I wifh 
fo b6 infprpfiedofonc more proper, as it appears by Mrhat iS ai^ 
vtsA^ noticed, tbattbe ideaof eternity is incompatible with it^ 
m^ in the New Tcftamenl. Indeed I know of no adjediveirt 
the ErtgJjft language which expreffes fuHy and properly tfm 
meaning of the Greek adjeflive opinion. V ain' perfuadferf 
that eternity, as oCTOtang infinite endlefs duration iis abfo- 
lUiely incompatible ^n^itri the fcriptore ufe of the word aeon^ 
md I am no left j^rfuaded that^omon neither dpesnor carr 
convey an idea^lb dfometricatty oppofite to the mearfng of 
the fame word in 2 fubftaniive form. If an EngKfh adjec^: 
ttve does not occur (at leaft to tn^ which properlv eJfprdfes*. 
its meaning, why not retain the Greek word itfelf, if Hiffici- 
cntly intelligible, as is frequently done with rhany Greeks 
words, where the ftme poverty of language cannot be pkaded 
for in the Englifh I You adduce feveral texts to pjove that* 
donian muft neceffatily fignify eternal, add which you feeiat' 
to think quite conclufive; thefe I (hall alfo ekamiij^ : thcr 
fkft is, Rom. xvi, 26. The Everlafting God. This I'thmk 
will not anfwer youf purpofe ; htCRViC^ tau aonion moU^ the* 
di^mon God, or, as you fay, the eternal Gdd, by whofe com- 
mand the gofpel was pteached to all nations, for the obedi^ 
ence of faith is Jefus Chrift. Compare Matt, xxviit^ 
19. Mark xvi. 15. and that Jefus Chrift is the Eternal CJod^ 
with you is yet to-be proved. The fecond is, i Tini. i. 17/ 
Kilrg eternal. When- you look into this text you will per-^ 
h^ps think it is not a t^nflation, but a corruption deftroying- 
* the 
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IteH^tvWy ^ turning the fybftsintive limy ffn.ddj^tve ; i< 

hefe ocCQf s ifl th» piural fo^ift, ^^M Un ^tidn^ kin^ cffhe 

%gfi: If ^termty b the meaning of the word, it (bould Mti 

fead Ktrtgdf the itimitUs\ but a plurality of eternities, a§ 

I have alr^dy obfenred, ie a contradidion too grdfs to b6l 

^ ^drnktedy an* therefore will not prove the point. Theffiird 

fe, Heb» ix* 14^ £kffial Spirits The eternity of the Hoh^ 

Spirit h what I by no meims call in queftion : but the que^^ 

lion is, Whether the etcfmty of the Holy Sp?rlt id eiiprefeljr 

Viught in tbi»rext ? S\if^f\W%pneumatos aonion^ dmion Spirit 

to be die true reading, it WiW exprefs the agency of the Spi«* 

yitofCod diiriflg d)e seons, in prefenting penitent finneff 

a holy and aicc^pfable facrrfice unto Ood after tb^ ittiage of 

j^uiCh^ft, R^m. xii. t. But if we advert to this, that in 

fome ahoient manufcHpts of good authority the reading i^ 

fmmMtfos a^ouf Hofy Spirit^ Spirit of Hollitefe ; it will far-* 

Yher 4kcw\ what little weight is to be laid upon a (ingle tJt^ 

pf^gflkm s Icatl it a Jinj^U ixpnjfion^ becaufe it isf not to bd 

ittet vf\x\i in any other text in tlie whole New Teftaimenf ; 

- Wliereas Spirit of Holinefs, and Holy Spirit, occur very oftem 

Ho^y by yow own rule in your former letter, a fingle dif-» 

fic&|f Word ow^t always to be interpreted by thofe which 

occur oftener and are plain. Indeed holiwefs is the very iderf 

exfffefled in this text, for it was through this vety agency 

y>f the Spirit that^Chri* offered himfelf without fpot to God. 

£tlerhai duration cafVi have no influence fbat I knoW of to 

msAe of keep/jfiotlefs; but the agency Of thfe Spirit of Go* 

ifVth^ chara^ei^ of th<^ SpiHf of Holitl^s is the very meah^ 

fty which it is actomplilhed. Add t<> this, that as ptreumafop 

Mffion no where elfe occurs in the New Teftament, but? 

pmumdivs a^ku very oft^n (and alfo in this place in ahcieiltf 

co^ids o^ ^)o4 authority) itgives reafon to fufped that tWa^ 

was the OFigindl reading. The fourth is, Eph. iii. 1 1. EM-^ 

fmtputp^e^ purpttfe <f tht agez^ there is not an adjedive itt' 

t)lfever(e, aYid like i Tim. i. 17. the fpbftantive is irt tlk(' 

pfufital libl-m, and if -tfcef word fignifies eternity, it will r^ad! 

\x(:tt^ffWpr:Jt of th(^ eternities y but as \ have obferved already,- 

m^re etemUiis than one iw«/? fignify fomething cflfe than infiniti 

^hretrhn : befides, this purpofe is faid to be made [fp^fjenl itf 

Chrift Jefus, b(it eternity I think had no beginning. Caw 

thi« be affirmed of any thing that is made? Jefus Chrift itf 

IHled the beginning of the creation of God, the firft bom of 

^9fitY Weature. Do the fe titles (according to your}udgmertt)f 

tetim^^ eterrial elciftence? I beg leave to rtfor you to Mr^ 

Vol: IL Ec Elliot's 



Elliot *s publications on that fubjeA. Aadf if it (haH ^p^tf 
(according to your fentiment^) that Jefus Chrift was not co-' 
eternal with the Father, it will follow that hothing which 
is faid to have been m^e in order by him can be (aid to' have 
^n eternal. Tlie fifth text is» 2 Tim. ii/io. Etern^at 
glory. This is alfo read by VelefiuSf daxes auranUu, Glory 
ef Heaven, rather Heavenly Glory, for doxes aooiou, aoni^m 
glory. But fettingafide the different reading, dill it will not 
prove the point, becaufe itoniou is not expreifive of infinite- 
duration, but of finite limited duration ; and if I miflake not, 
xefpeds that peculiar dignity, and glory which the faints will 
pofTefs with Chrid during his sonion reign, as kings and 
priefts until thetime of the end, when our Lord (hall deli-* 
Ver up the kingdom unto God even the Father. I call it a 
peculiar dignity, becaufe 1 think it will be peculiar to them 
in that peculiar period, whenfuchof theele^l as continuo 
faithful unto the end (hall then feign with Chrift in bis 
kingdom, and exercife the office of kings and priefb, co- 
operating in the fubdujng of all things under the feet of 
Chrift, that all things being fubdued unto him, God may 
be all in all. Upon thefe five texts you obferve, " And t^t 
eternity is properly expreflfed by the word amion in thefe 
texts is too obvious to admit of a difpule." 

Iwouldjuft beg leave to remark, that the word aonson 
does not occur in each of all the five texts you mention, as 
you may very eafily fee by looking into the texts : that the 
word is twice a genitive plural in the fubftantiye form. 
With regard to the contraft you mention, 2 Cor. iv. 18. of 
^onia yrith pr$/kaira, you obferve, "That if ^onia does not 
import endlefs duration, the antithefis and the beauty and. 
propriety of the Apoftle's reafoning" is loft, and the things 
which L are not feen have no greater excellency than the 
things which are feen." I anfwer, I cannot think eternal 
duration is the idea the Apoftle meant to exprefs in this 
verfe by the term itoniay becaufe, in that cafe, it wouFd ftand 
in diredl oppofition to the word xbnion« in verfe 17. It is 
abfolutely impojiible that any thing can go beyond eternity 
or endlefs duration. But the Apoftle- fays, the weight of 
glory greatly exceeds aonlon for katka hyperbokn eis hyperbolen 
aonioriy might be rendered pretty Jiterally tntenfeljy excadingf 
to an excefs^ aonion. Thus the Apoftle*s expreffion would na- 
turally lead us to ponclude, that as the.weight of glory which 
the faithful will enjoy as the fruit of the prefent Ughtnefs of 
their afflidion, will reach beyond the duration defcribedtby. 
. ' . the- 



44ie Wc^rd aonion^ to a gitat and unmearureable excefs, as 
the doubling of the word denoting excefs (eems to intimatet 
fo it evidently fhews, that whatever extent of duration is de-* 
fcribed by amon^ it cannot pollibly be eternity, becaufe the 
duration of the weight of glory will exceed that duration to 
tin exceeding great excefs. I have thought the things not 
fiat naay rewr to the conformity of the faithful to the image 
of Jefus Chrift in his three great offices of Prophet^ Prt^^ 
and King^ which are yet unfeen things, i John iii. 2. // does 
not yet appear vfhat weJhaU be^ but we knc^ that when he Jhall 
appear we Jhall be like him, for we jhall fee him as he is.^* Their 
conformity to Jefus, in his prophetical charaAer, is by na 
means cottiplete in this life, and will only, be perfeft when 
they {ball be like him. Now, as the exercife of Chrift's 
Prophetic office betokens a relation to thofe for whofe be- 
half he fuftains that charader : fo the eled (land in a (imilar 
gelation to the reft, as a lamp which burns not for itfelf but 
to communicate light to all to whom its influence extends ; 
and there is alfo a public end to be anfwered by their mini- 
ftrations in that capacity, viz. That the world may knovr 
and believe " That the Father fent the Son, and that he 
loved them as he loved him, fee John xvii. 21 — 23. But 
the unity of thofe who believe in Chrift, through hi$ 
Apoftles' word, has at no time been fo confpicuous hitherto 
as to accomplifli that glorious and defireable end, and we are 
fure it will not be accompliflied before the day of judgihenty 
or elfe there would be no perdition of ungodly men. I think 
it muft therefore be referred to their ntiniftrations in a public 
capacity, in the New Jerufalem ftate, where they may be 
inftruments for conveying the leaves of the Tree of Life to 
the nations, who iViU then ftand in need of healing. There 
has been no more than the carneft of that hitherto taken 
place, but I believe that prayer of our Interceflbr will, in 
the ilFue, be moft completely acccompliflied, when theeledl 
"will be at large what the Apoftles were in miniature ; or as 
an earneft, ** The epijile of Chrijl known and read of all tiien.*^ 
In like manner, their being conformed to his image in his 
Prieftly charader, is infeparably connefled with making in^ 
terajfton for tranfgrejfors. This charaSer believers already 
poffefs, but not in perfedlion ; the complete exercife of that, 
officeis an objeS, not of prefent pofleffion, but of future 
hope, and will ceafeonly when the wickednefs of the wick- 
ed fliall come to an end, Pfal. vii. 9. which prayer being 
dilated by the Holy Spirit, and according to the will of 
Cod, will receive a full accompliflimept. 

Eca The 
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t)vi pfieftV lips vrere to fceep k^pwl^e, apU the pH>p)i> 
iBT^fO tp enquire t^e U^^ at his oaputb,, which ihews theif 
cpQiiQ^ioo ivith tbo^ yrho (Und in need of inft|u<%on ; ap4 
kiq^y be by theif m§ftp^ that tbe nations qf tbem thut »ve 
i^V^d (b^ll ^alk in tbe light of tbe^ New J^ruiiilein. TM« 
l^^ieft's piGce was alfo to blefs the people; and if believefs.i|E^ 
to l^ like Jefiis Chrift, they will be mediums through whom 
4ivine blcffings will be conveyed to thofe for whcwa th^y 
^ninifter in the prieft's office. They will ^Ifo be informed 
lip hi^ regal charader ; they will be kings s^s well as priefts» 
mxd th^t not in name only» but in se^lity ; and thi^as plainly 
intim^te^ that there will be fome who will be their fubje^s ; 
ipx a king without fubje&s is but ^n empty name, and wouki 
not be accor4ing to Jefus Chrift. Now I apprehend that 
t]ieir fubjed^ will be fuch as were formerly their perCecutors, 
^nd by force ufurpcd authority oyer them. " They (hali 
rule over their oppjreflbrs." Ifai. xiv. 2, But what is the end 
of that government which is of God, not furely tbe etef nal 
dl^ftruftion of its fubjcSs ? but the briaging thfiQ^ to obi?f 
ll4^ laws that they may live. The law of God Is the rule c^. 
Ills rigbtcoufnefs, and to bring men to fubmit to the yighleT 
fiufnefs of Godl, if I miftake not, is the very, end to be gn-? 
iwer^cj by the miniftration of Jefus Chrift and his fi^ints. 
Tfie obedience of faith was the very defign of ^he G^pe( 
^eing preached among all nations ; for this en«k it w|ll con- 
ti^^ue tp oper^t9 unitil it (hall efedually ac^ompUih his gopdi 
pj^fure in re^ncjUpgall thif\g?, and pt>tting them ij^ a pref of 
iwbordination under the feet of Jefus Chrift, whofe kipgdwn 
juletb over all ; his faints alfo (hall h^ve power over the na-j 
^ipns \o ryle them with a rod of iron, until they be broken tp 
j||iiveis as the ve(iels of a potter, and their hearts be broughl 
4own wi^h grief, until they {ball confefs their iniquities an4 
|l^e trefpafs which they have Trefpaflfed againft the Lord, an^ 
th^n he will have mercy upon them, and bring them to }^w 
the k|iee in the name of Jefus, and confefs with the tpngu^ 
$hat he is Lord to the glory of God the father. Compare 
LfiiV. xxvi. 3Q, &c. with Pfal. cvii. 11, i^, ^c. where tbe 
ij^fign of puniftmcnt is clearly difpUyed to be, not et^rf^aldf-i 
fit'if3kny but n^duntarjtfubmiffion* t do not think your conclw^ 
fipn to lie very fatisfaSory, that if the things not fe^ are 
ftot eternal, they have no greater excellency than the pi;efeH 
mon^ntary things^ The felicity which the faithM wijl 
t^jay with ^iiri^ dMiiog'thethoufend yeirs reign is conjfef- 
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|U% tcmpomt, but wobM jt be, therefore^ warrantabk f^ 
fay^'that bctaufe it is net^eniftl, therefore it has no greaict 
cxeellefiey than things of only aft hour's duration ? And yc^ 
for any thing I know, a fingle hour may bear a greater pn>- 
portion to a thoufand years tlian the longed term of human 
life bears to the ages of ages in the kingdom of Jefiis Chrif^, 
tfter the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly meh^ 
The Ueffings peculiarly conneded with the birth-right which 
Efau defpii^ were only of a temporal duration (for things of 
an eternal nature are not eflentially conneded with any par* 
ticular flefhiy birth) (hall we fay, that becaufe they are not 
eternal therefore they had no greater excellency than the 
morfel of red pottage for which he fold his birth-right : and 
if foy where was the caufe of his being called a profane per«» 
fon on that account, and of his bitter repentance, and beii^ 
fejeded from receiving the blefling, though he fought itcare-r 
liiUy with tears ? liim perfuaded a little refledion will con- 
vince my dear friend, that although his argument appears 
weighty, it is not abfolutely conclufive. It is true the lexicon 
graphers render the word /ron by avum^ but it is not lefstruf 
that they alfo render it fecu/um^ an age ; and this latter ap^ 

?cars to be its leading idea wherever it occurs in the New/ 
PeAament ; and the inftances you adduce, by way of itiill^ 
trating itsr application to things of limited duration, fuppoTr 
ing its meaning to be eternal^ I humbly conceive does not 
ferve your purpofe, but dtredly the contrary. You obferve^ 
♦* God 19 (aid to have fulfilled his promife of pouring out his 
fpirit upon all flfefh, becaufe there were aflembled in the houfe 
with the Apoftles, when the Holy Spirit defcended and filled 
the houfe, fonuy though a very fmall part of every V^atioa 
under Heavepi" The text, Afts ii. 5. fays, " There weme 
felling at JenifaUmy Jewsy devout men, wt of every nation un»r 
der Heaven ;" but we have no account of thefe being ailem^ 
bled with the Apoftles till the gift of tongues was noifed 
abroad ; neither have we any account that the Holy Spirit 
was given to them. We have no ground tofuppofe that the 
Holy Spirit filled any more than the twelve^ or at moft the 
hundred and twenty mentioned chap. i. 20. and the Apoftler 
does not fpeak of it as the ultimate accompli(hment of Joeft 
prophecy, when he fays, ver. 16. " Ihis is that which was 
Jpoken by the prophet J^flj ^c^ The faift leads us to think that 
it then only began to be fulfilled, for Re exhorts them to re- 
pent and be baptized, and they fliould receive the gift of the 
|J«ly Ghpft \ for, adcb be, " The promife is to you and to your 
_ children f 
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fiildrenf and to all tha^^are ofar^^ 0Uin as-^toffyi apibe i$r^ 
^ur G^djball call ;'' and be.caJUs all men eyery where to rer 
pent. The prornife of po^ring out the fpirit upon all flefli 
IS in fa& not yet accompUihecl, but is (UU . fuifillingy and is 
likely to be fo till all deft be really filled 'with the fpirit of 
tfac living God, ?od hence the Apoftles were/o far from viewr 
|ng this as the ^11 accomplifliRu^nt of the pr^hecy^ th^t they 
ipeak of it a$ ^)>e iirft fruits of the fpirit ; that they were 
then endued w;ith power ftom on high, that beginning at 
JerufaleiP) the fame divine influence might e^tepd to all fled) 
in the moft extepfive fenfe of the word. 
[Xq be C9ntinued'"\ 



INSTANCE OF LONGEVITY. 
<♦ 'TT^HE days of man are ^hrcefcore years and ten ; an4 
A though fome men be fo ftrong that they arrive at 
fourfcore years, yet is their ftrength but labour and forrow, 
fo foon doth it pafs away, and we are gone." This was the 
reflexion of Mofes, the man of God, when he compared the 
general period of human life in his day with what he has re-r 
corded it to be before the i)ood. From feven or eight huor 
dred to feventy or eighty years is certainly a very great diife- 
jrence, and the confideration of this abridgment of human life 
is very humbling ; but, doubtlefs, the aU-wifc God did it in 
inercy. The long liyes of the ante-deluvians was a great 
caufe of the univerfal depravity of that age. Death was firft 
inflided upon man becaufe of fin, but yet the fentence was 
pronounced in mercy, and the hope of immortality was given 
in the feed of the woman. Life, though it is deemed too 
fliort to get great knowledge in the arts or fciences, is yet 
long enough for men to learn the knowledge of God in. It 
would be wifer )Xi mankind to improve it with diligence, than 
to wafte it in vain complaints of its brevity. But alas ! it is 
often feen that even a long life is fpent without God, without 
Chrift, and confequently without hope. Mr. Ifaac Ingall 
died in April 1798* at Battle, in Siiifex, aged an 120. Scr 
veral accounts of him have appeared which are very inaccu* 
rate. As I perfonally l^^ew him, and have often converfed 
•with him^ even from my boyifti days, the following account 
of him may be depended on as true. He was of ftature un- 
der the middling f\%Gj and I have heard my father fay that 
he had been a AiiF, flout made man, and very a£tive and up- 
right, though he muft have been fixty ye^rs old wlien my 

father 



fafher firft knew him, conftqacntly he could not bc^ d^Ied 
young at that time. I boUere he tod lived in the Webfter 
fainily abobt ninety ycars^ being fervant .to Sir Thomas* 
Wbbfter before he purcfaaCed Battle Abbey, which was about 
"kfTSOfZs Lord Montague, fold it in coniequence of being in* 
vplved in th^ South^Sea bubble in that memorable year. Mr#* 
Ij^M went the tour of Eun^e with the late Sir Whiftler 
Webfter, eldeft fon of SSr* Thomas, During the tour Ke 
Icftrned the French language^ and got a fmattering of moft of 
the languages of Europe. I have heard him feverat times, 
^tsken n^ar an^hundred years of age, recount fo'me of his ad- 
Ventures in his travels with great animation, and dve fomo 
laughable accounts of the circumflances which betel him. 

For many years he ferved Sir Whiftler in the .capacity of 
Sutler, and he retained that office after he was an hundred 
years of age. He was by no means an abftemious man, for 
though he was not a drunkard, yet he would drink freely af- 
ter he had a century of years upon him. Ever (ince I cad, 
rec<^^ him, which is above thirty years, his hand ftook 
very much, notwithftanding which he wrote a clean cha- 
ra&er, fomething likeja lawyer's. He never ufed a ftick in 
walking tilt he was above an hundred years old. In hislat-<^ 
tet days his mem<»7 fteraed impaired ; he often forgot what 
was done yefterday^ while he would recount, in a minute 
way, what had befaUen him. an hundred jrears ago. For* 
mimy years he ufed to read the New Teftament very atten-> 
tively. Though he was; very feeble for feveral years before- 
his death, yet he was not confined either to bis bed or room: * 
he. walked in the garden even; the day before he died. His, 
fight was fo good, that he could tell exactly what it wa9' 
o'clock by his watch, at near a yard diftance, without fpec-^i 
taclesy but his hearing had been impaired for 'twenty years. 
When he was about an l^ndred and ten years old he applied' 
to s^.furgeon in Battle to cure him of the {baking of his hand, 
and feemed ofi^nded. when the medical gentleman told him< 
t^a^t it was incurable kt his age; and he actually went to 
li^^ndon fpr better advice, though withoiit effeS. : . 

He was once married, but his wife died about fixty years: 
before him ; he had a fori by her, who has left childreii and 
grand-children, iio>v living in London ; befide which he had: 
a natural bom fon after .he iwas ninety years of age,»whofii 
be brought up as his pwn, and who is now living at Battle. 
The l^te. Sir Whyiler Webfter, who died about twenty, 
years ago, left him an i^ntiuity of tweniy pounds land his^^ 
'•,',.' living 



lid tHi intiirsLf Attst^A itoieBttAiriri 

living in Batcld Abbey dtiring Us Ufc ; but tiioogi Lady 
Wtbfter proHdcd • itrdmin^ whde fole bufinefs it waf ta 
take cAce q£ hinly jret, fiDm ft chiUiibnefi of fnind, whith is 
Inery incident to. ei^tneme bM age, be left the Abbty onddr 
M; idea jAat his life war in danger fnim poifoa* Ho died: }|» 
^few iafs afterwaids at a ne^bour's houfe* He had «foU 
down fome fteps in the gardett the istf before his deoriv 
which ]k comphdned hurt hioa mudk \ though there iivas ilo' 
appearance of his having received any material injury by k; 
ife died with much apparent eafe. . 

Very leng life docs not feem to me to be defirable raod^ 
no 1^ is too fliort, if it be attended witlv the knowlei^ of 
God» and the etijoyment of his love in' Chrift Jefiis^ 

>i^ 16,1798. W. VIDLER. 

THOUGHTS ON RESURRECTION BODIES. 

Ma. Ejditor, 

THE great dodrine of the RefurreAion havmg laitely 
empbyed my mind, I fend yoit the few thou^M ibt-" 
iQwmgf which, perhaps, may not be imaeceptabte to y^enr 
Readecs. 

I confidet the human body in its embryo ftate, a^ an atil^ 
iBakule imperceptibly fmall, and all th^ acceffions of man«r 
which gWeit Inilk or magnitude, as foreign aiki perp^tu^dty^ 
cbangingv ^nd hence am led to confider the refafredion'-bo<^»« 
as rendered rare and fpiritualy from its being divefied by tiM^ 
haad of power of all that perifhable enlargement of the or^' 
gfxtiljiamina; and although I do believe that Jefus Otfift 
did rife with the fame body in which he fuffered, yet it does 
not appear to me^ that after his refurrdftion it was any longer - 
Aifarfed to the mechanical laiws of this (Vftem ; it' was hot* 
fnfeepiible ol pain or of injury, fMM the hand of violence or 
acaident ; and it was in all refpeds under the abfehite cotti^ 
nsand of his vriition, fa that when' be had quitted his perfo^ 
mi converfe with his difciples, and did actually afcend iMb 
Heaven^ he took with him no natural orttrredrial bbdyi bQi^^ 
a fpiritoal imd celefHat one. ' * 

It is, indfecd^ difBcult to fay pofitkuly what the rcfunrec-^ 
tion-body vnll be; but it feems to me, that the' foltowMg^ 
a^ftf/fc/Mdeas of it are founded in tru^« 

Firfi, That it cannot be a body compofed of flefli an* 
blood ; of this we have full aflTurante,* 1 Cor. XT. 50. Fle^ 
mi aiod cmoMififjerit the kmgd^n cf G^i^ 

Secondly p 
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Siccmlfyf Neither can k hg a body of the (ame ftru£lure 
Vtth the peridiing body, nor have the fanie configuration^ 
for though meats are for the telly ^ arid the belly for meats \ yet 
trod Jhall deftray both it and them ^ i Cor. vi. 13, 

y^W^, Neither will the Refurreftion-body retain the difi 
tindion of fex, for they whojhall be accounttd worthy to obtain 
ihai age^ and the (firft)—refurre3ion from the deady neither ' 
marry, nor are given in marriage-^but are as the angds — Luke 

»x- 35> 36- 

Fourthly f Refurreflion-bodies muft be impqlfable, for they 
who ferve God in his temple> /hall hunger no more, nor thirji 
any rnore — and Cod /hall wipe away all tears from their eyes* 
Itev. vii. 16, 17. 

From the above account, which is ftated in the New Tef- 
Wmenty I think it evident, that though Chrill rofe from the 
dead, with that body in which he TufFercd, yet It will not 
follow, that he afcended into heaven with a bod/ that had 
fiefh and blood ; but with a fpiritual and celedial body ; for 
I conceive, that fuch as the Refurreftion- bodies of the faints 
are defcribed to be hereafter, fuch is the body of Chrift noW ; 
for we ihall fee him as he is, and (ball be like him, 

Cranbrook, Kent, Juy 19, 1798. OMICRON. 



Confolation to a Mother, under the Lofs (f a Child. 

Madam, 

MY very good friend, T. W. (hewed me your mourn- 
ful letter. I fincerely fympalhize with you in your 
js, which I am the more enabled to do from my own 
experience^ having, as you know, loft my firft-born fon, a 
Jovely, promifing youth, in his fifteenth year. I (honid 
have gone mourning to this day, had I not been fiip ported 
by the confolation of religion. The knowledge of God is 
the beft fupport under trouble, and fubmiflion to his holy 
will, brings a calmnefs with it to the m?ft afiUfted mind. 
The feelings of your heart certainly do honour to you as a 
mother ; but give me le^ve to obferve, that the moft tender 
feelings of the hiind, if carried to excefs, are both hurtful, 
andfmful: for inftance, if you indulge your prefent grief, 
you will be rendered indifferent to every enjoyment of life', 
your health will be injured, and your family will fufFcr, and 
you will caft a refledlon upon the charafter of God. 

I know that you do not mean to do either of thefe tilings, 
and I ihould be very forry to fee fuch unhappy confequences 

Vot.lL Ff arife, 
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^rire, from an undue exercife of the fineft femiments 6f hu- 
iniinity» you will Hdeny then, to the voice of friendffaip'y 
iivhile I endeavour to pour balm into your wounds^; and tnay 
the Father of meicl^s blefs the attempt, to your relief. ' 
' Confidet the goodnejs of God : He is £oiv. This is not 
an empty name which he bears in profeflTion towards us^ 
without deferving jt in his conduA. No, it is^xpreffive of 
his nature : he has the fulleft claim to the title. He h the 
father of our fpirits, the former of our bodies, the author of 
our being, our bountiful friend, and our gracious and mer- 
ciful redeemer. His wifdom is fuch that he cannot miftake. 
His goodnefs is fuch that he cannot wilfully err. He has 

fiven Ws Sr>n to die for you ; for you ^ a Sinner! yea, he gavt 
thrift for you, becaufe he knew you were a finnet! If he 
gave you his own Son, will he withhold from you any othet^ 
gift, which his wifdom and goodnefs (hall fee to be for youi* 
welfare ? You will fay, He has taken from me mry dear 
child ! 1 anfwer, it was he that gave you that child. Had ht 
not a right to take him again in that way, and by that means 
"which he faw fit ? may l>e not do what he will with his &wni 
Suppofe you had put your child out to nurfe, to fome kind 
careful woman ; who, by its beautiful fOrm, and innocent 
endearing prattle, ftiould have become doatingly fond of it : 
. I aik, if, when you took it honOe again, the fond nurfe (hould 
fo mourn and complain as to make her life miferable ; would 
you not fay, the child is mine, I am his true mother^ I love 
him raoft, I have a right to him ? You afluredly would cx- 
prefs yourfclf in fome fuch language. Now has not God a 
greater right in your dear, loft boy, than you have ? is he not 
his true parent ? does he not love him tetter than you ever 
did, or can do ^ did he not give him to you to nurk^/or himf 
I will not even preiunte that you doubt of the happinefs of 
the child ; you believe that Chrift died for all ; furely then 
infants are particularly interefted in his love. When he was 
upon earth, he Arikingly exprefled his aiFe£tion to them. 
//# took them up in bis amts^ laid bis hands on them, and blejjid 
tSem ; and/aid^ of fuch is the kingdom of Heaven. 

^our heavenly rather has onl]^ taken his own child, to his 
own houfe^ ai>d into his oum immediate care ; and whatever 
ypurfiw* upon the fubjcil (as feel you muft) yet let your feel- 
ings be in Aibmiflion to the divine wifdom and goodnefs. 
You acknowledge the wifdoai and goodnefs of God, in a ge- 
neral way ; but you cannot fee the cxercife of thofe perfec- 
tions in the particular -providence which has befallen you. 

Here 
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|lci^ indeed lays the trial ; I confefs that there is a mat 
difference between the admiflion of a general truth and the 
lipplication of it to our own immediate Circumftances, but 
•f what ufe is any general truth, except it be in its applica* 
lion to mankind as individuals ? For indance, it is true that 
God has given food and raiment to ht^ creatures ; but of what 
life would that grant be to us ; if you and I might not take 
liie (hare which our neceflities require? The bounties of his 
providence are not.more univerfai than the bleflings of his 
^race. We have taken the former without any hefitation^ 
;^erhaps ^alfoy often without gratitude, we have as good a 
right to the latter ; for both are the gifts of his love, and we 
deferve neither. Again, if there could be ^fingU inflana \tk 
which God could a£l without wifdom and love, there may be 
smore fuch inflanccs ; and then we could never be aiTured 
that we were fafe, much lefs happy, under his protedion. 
Our lives would be all uncertainty, doubt an(l darknefs. 
This is the unhappy' cafe of thofe who live without God in 
the world; they are ignorant of his charader, they know 
not that he is good even to the unthankful and the unholy. 
They have not yet learned that his mercy^ his tender mercy^ is 
over all his works : they are therefore fubje^l to ftrong con- 
flicting paflions, irritated by the uncertainty of their niinds, 
and heightened by their want of cdnfidence in God. But 
this I truft is not your cafe, you are already pofleflfed of the 
firft principles of Divine Truth, which, if aCled upon, will 
be found to be firm footing and folid rock to your foul. Go 
on. Madam, with firm reliance upon the love of God; he 
hath fmitten and he will heal, he hath wounded you, and be 
will bind you up. , . . 

But you have much anxiety, leafl you fhouM not know 
your child again in the future world. To this I reply, 
that I am fully perfuaded of identity of perfon exifting 
hereafter, as really as it does in the prefent (late; we fh^ll 
certainly know the man Chrift Jefus, ^s being \\itfame pqrfon 
who was crucified for our fins, and if he will be perlbnally 
known as the Son of Abraham, arid the Sam of David# why 
(hould not I know my fon, and you y<burs i^ \ye (hall ^llo 
fee Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; but this cannot be if .iden- 
tity is loft there. We are told alfo, that every man (hall 
fland before the judgment feat of Chrift, and every one (hall 
reccSve according to his works : but if there be no perfonal 
knowledge, then there can be no diftindion of aharafter:, 
which is contrary both to reafon and revelation, as we (half 

F( 2 ^ not 
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pot be in danger of miil^king Paul for MofeSi nor Elijaf| 
for John the Baptift, fo neither will vou niifHke your fpn foi: 
another; but in what ftate of improvement you wiU meef 
the departed innocent, whofe death you now fo heavily 
fpourn, I cannot tell. Spffice it to fay, he will be in hi^ 
meafure, like Chrift his head. Come wipe away the tears 
from your eyes, ^i>dulge a chearful frame, rejoice in prefent 
good, as well as \n future expeflatjop, ; you ftill have much 
m hand aiid more in hope, eternal life Ts before you, you^ 
gracious pod has done nothing wrong, you yet jiaye your 
comforts that ought to reconcile you to life and to the vari- 
ousiluties of it, Jf providence jias taken one ^hild, he has 
left another that claims your care, not to mention that your 
prefent fituation calls you to take care of your'health* Th|§ 
afHidion wjll, 1 truft, be a bleffing to you all your day§. 
Whoni oi^r heavenly Father loves he chaften^, and. fcourg- 
cth every one, whom he receiveih among his firftrborn chilr 
drcn. The following verfes have fomething fuitable to youf" 
cafe and perhaps may tend to cpnfple your heart* 

Gome look with me beyond the veil. 

Anticipate your hope ; 
Nor let eternal profpeds fail, 

To drink all forrow up. 

Our weary fouls (hall take their flight 

From earth, and earthly things ; 
To mingle in the realms of light. 

With Prophet^, Priefts, and Kings. , 

The tender hufband, loving wife. 

Shall there each other find. 
Again enjoy the fweets of life 

\V^ith an unclouded mir^d. ^ 

There parted frjends with rapture pieet, 

^ Bright in imn^orltal charpns ; * 

There I my darling boy (hall greet. 

And clafp him in my armg. 

Child of forrow, care, and love. 

But now the child of joy, 
A parent's litmoft bllfs I prove 

With my enraptured b6y. 

There my forefathers I (hall meet. 

They, ihout to find their fon. 
Each (halt with holy joy relate ' 
' The wonders God*hatfi done* 



We (ha|l with full ddight embrace, 

No more from God depart, 
3ut mercy view in Jefu*s face, 

And love with pcrted heart. 

IJmverjaliJf s Hymn Book^ page 32a, 

Perhaps you will fing this fong of Zion, and be no moro 
fad. To conclude, I carrjeftly entreat you to pour out your 
foul before God. He heareth prayer, and heale.h the brokeii 
\vL heart. He ?yill teach you to rejoice in his name, and la 
fay concerning his condud, * fie hath done all things welL* 
I remain your fincjBi-e friend, 

and fervant^ in the Goloel of Chrift, 

7^«^i9, 1798/ W-V. 
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ODE ON THE NATIVITY. 

T7ARTH! jo'n with Heav'n, to fpre;id abroad^ 
^ TheGloryof thchigheftGodj 
Who iiiaKes our groans and forrow^ ceafc« 
Who fills the uqiverfp with pi-aifc, 
Mercy ftooping from the throne^ 
Makes eternal goodnefs known. 
Bids our doubts and fears rcmoye| 
, Mejts the hardeft heart to love^ 
Ndw to us a child is born^ 

Now to us a Son is giv^h^ ^ 
Jie will man from folly turn. 

Earth and hell rellore to Heav'n. 
|le isborn, our woes to heal, to foothe our caret^ 
/^ndy <* God^with us!^^ is the high name he bears* 

Wonderful |Ie ! the firft-born Son of God ! 
Wbofe voice firft gave Creation birth ; 
Lays by his pow'r, his glory hides. 
Within a Virgin''8 womb' abides, 
Peav'n's Lord, an infant is on eaith. 
Wonderful love ! unbounded, inatchlefs grace ! 

Faith's wide extended wings fcarce foar fo bigh, 
^ho sould conceiv*, to favc a loft rebellious race, 
f Could humble thus the Sop of Deity. 
Behold him in a manger laid ! 

With ^eafts, behold his infant forml 
)Ie who the wjnds and tempefts made* 
' Here humbly (belters from the iloirm* 
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Grcit Counfmor of Mm I I haO die dny t 
Which brooght thee here, to bear our fin* vmjt 
Lighted the world! Direftor of mankiad ! 
JUghtcovt InAniaor of the bumbled niad! 

IgDonnce, with doubts aiid.lairs» 

At tbf fpotidng difappeart $ 

Vattire*s cloodt and miiltreinof^ 

Before 4be Iplendor of thy lore : 

Thro* thy wiidoin» and thy gnice> 

Man refiimes his long loft place, 

Koka himfelf and fuuly, 

Blakes the wodd thy goodneft 6e, 
^lllall ihaU so thy conrta appear. 
The wifdom of thy trvth Co hear, 
Aad iee their Great Inftruftor tlyre, "^ 

The trnm^blow, and hail die happy moco 
That doth Almighty love to man unfold, 
Bail, (acred day 1 For Chrift the Savioor't bom. 
In type and facrifice by prophets long foretoU«r 
Behold the royal child. 
All lonely, playfVil, niU, 
I ntark hia dignityl 
HeavVt great Vicegerent ! who (hall leigii 

With uncontrDulled pow V } 
Angels, and men, fliall own his fway. 
And hdl (hall his dread voice obey» 
And own the Conqueror. 
J^vah, uncreated God ! 
Shall all to him rubdtie. 
And wield his Cccptre, and his rod. 
Till Nature to him bow. 

I view the period haft*ning on, 

When ail in heav*n, and earth, and hell, ' 

Shall hail as Father, David^s Son t 
And with loud (bngs his trioropts fwell. 
TJioo codlilLe Child ! fliallwear bris^ht wifdom^s drow% 

And with ftriftjuftice thy rewards dUbenfe, 
Or by thy kind chaftifements wilt make known. 
To all thy dear paternal providence* 
Then ill fliall fee, thy generous care 
Is unremittbg ev^ry where; 
And aU thy creatures fliall confeis. 
Thy fole delight is them to blefs j , 
To make them all one family. 
United unto God like thee } 
Then (hall thev boa^ in thee a parentis nane» 
^nd with loud (bouts their ^ther^s prai(e proclaim* 

, Hail, Son of Man I HaO, Son of God I 

*" 1 fee thy glories higher rife. 

Till hell fubdu'd beneath thy rod, • 

^ cca(e to be thy ^i^ies* 

Creation 
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VfClUQtt to fit God JPCnOf *df^ 

Kcbettkiii Aalt for eftr ceti^ 
Aod God tkne iiall be-ador*d. 

And thou be Prince of .Ufiiverfal PcMt. 
tlieiH ihall tfav ^orioui kingdom cod* 

And fin AaU be no a:~'^> 
But an flndl to thy vtoice siiC|io« 

And all ftall own thv powV. 
Thy Father homaee, tW hii Son, 
And crer woHhip him alone. 



MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 



CEVERAL engagements have late- 
^ ly taken place in Ireland^ in moft 
•ttf which the Rebels have been dew 
fealcdy and General Munroy tfadr 
principal leader, taken prifoncr mod 
executed* 

at. Ycfterday, the Earl of Bef- 
borough made a motion in the Houfe 
of Lords, which was iiEConded by 
the Earl of Sufiblk, to the fbUowtng 
F^rport, 

That an humble addrefs be pre- 
j^tcd to his Majefty, that he would 
take into confideration the prelent 
iate of Ireland, and that when un- 
^er Divine Providence the Rebellion 
fliaU beitippreflcd, fuchi a ^ftem of 
conciliation nav be adopted as may 
bcft tend to reftore the bkffings of 
peace and good government, and 
alfi) to implore his Majeftv to em- 
ploy thofe perfons in the adminiftra- 
tion^ afnirs in Ireland, who enjov 
' ^e confidence of the people, and will 
sniure to them the oennanence of a 
juft and lenient fynem of govern- 
ment, ' 

The motion was negatived by the 
majority of 51 againft 21. 

30.' Yeftercky the King went to 
the Houfe of Lords, and prorogued 
the parliament to the 8th of Auguft. 
July%. 

By letters lately arrived fiom New*^ 
York, it appears the Sjpirit of Ame- 
rica is completely routed. Her go- 
venunent irritated by the condu6k of 



Frante, is 'adopting dwnoftvii^ 
root and decinve meafares, and md- 
drefles fiom various parts of dK 
country are daily presented apmip* 
ing of them. Two bilk have hMdlf 
patted the Houfe of Reprefcntativce 
of great importance, one to autho- 
rife the Prcsfident to direA the cons* 
manders of the aimed veflels to cap- 
ture any French cruisers, who flsaXk 
be found hovering about the ooaia 
of the United States to commit dt- 
predations; and alfo tonetakoasf 
American meix:hannnen that nmf 
have been captured by fuch cnfeiaers| 
the other is a bill to prohibit a^ com- 
mercial intercoude between that 
country and anjr part of the Francdi 
dominions, dui^g the prefent dif. 
ferences between France and Ame« 
rica. 

4. TheWeft India fleet oonfiftii^ 
of upwards of 100 fail, under coft^ 
voy of his Majeftv's fliip Alfmipf 
74 guns, and other (hips of waT^ 
have fafely airived in the Downs. 

6. The French fleet under tho 
command of BuonapartCi have taken 
pofleilion of Maka, a port of gwat 
importance in the Mediterranean. 

9. ^The Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid are combining their inftances 
with the French Directory, for mak- 
ing an eftablilhment for the Pope, 
fuitabte to his dignity as head of the 
Catholic church. 

I a. The King of Spain has ac« 

quainted our government of his in- 

teacii^ 
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lemioD to (end a frigate ami two 
other vefleU to Leghorn, t^^ biiHg 
the Pope from Tufcany to Spain, 
and has recfuef^td thu tbefe Alps 
might not be raolefted by our crui- 
sers. Our government has taken 
the earlieft opportunity to inform 
JLord St* Vincent of its compliance 
with this reqiiei!', and has ordered 
the Admiral to render his Holinefs 
aU the honours due to his ranlc» and 
Im wau fartiines, nhtf h ht basbosne 
with the utmoft fortitude- 

14:. By the laft. adviers firem the 
Eaft Indies, it ap|>ears; great ft Irs 
are entertained of a rupture with 
Tif^xio Saib, aided by a French 
force. • Seveial reeiments are order- 
ed to that part of the world, from 
the Ca^ (ff Good Hope and Gibral- 
tar, to meet the expe^ed danger. 

id. The French frigkte La Seine, 
•of 4% gdns, has been raptured off 
the coaft of France, aftfer a moft ob 
ftittate reii(Uncc. 

i{. Some fears are entertained of 
a frefh-mpture on the Continent^ in 
confcquence of the very untxpe^ed 
and degrading demamis made by the 
French on the German Piinces.at 
. the Congrefs of Rai^adt. 

The popuJation of Dantzig in 
"Folandv' has within the l^tt thirty 
years iallen from 80,000 to 40,000 
inhabitants, and that of Warfaw 
irom 1^0)000 to 66,000, in the fame 
period. Such are the benefits which 
the paternal kindnefs of the Royai 
Spoilers of Poland hasconfeired upon 
their new fubje^ts. Ir is thus they 
have guarded pioperty and ibc ial 
order in that kingdom, from the 
' langs ofjacobinifm. 

ao. The predominant political 
fpirit of the age, appears to make a 



rs^Ptogreft in theOanifli domiin^ 
ons. Political clu)>suhave been f)rm* 
ed at Bergen in Ng^^way,- and poti« 
ticai panuphlets - of exti^ordinary 
boidnds have lately appeared at 
Copenhagen* Among tbefe, the 
work of Mr * ^ickn^ on the Libert/ 
of the Preif, i| peculiajly diftia-'- 
guiihed, and has inade a great im- 
prtiEoAi 

13. Peter Porcupine, the Ameri- 
can» has latfily pnhliflicd a« ar^fmo^ 
of a feciet Society of United Iri(h. 
men in the American States, whole 
objefl he his difc5>^ered to be the 
fubverfion of the American Confti- 
tution, and themtrodCiflion of anar- 
c'ly and jinfeleJity. Tfieir oatK is 
to promote « Liberty and Equality* 
in whatever nation they may refide* 

15. The maiil from Dublinof the 
' iQth, gives no reaibn to fuppofe that 
a rebel army now exifts. We bane 
accounts of the attacks of finall 
ftraggjing parties, the remnants df 
a diiperftd and difpirited ccmfedo- 
racy, but we hear no more of a 
body, like a regular and numeroin- 
armyJ The ioiur j^ents after retreat- 
ing li-om Wjcklow, into the Bog of 
Allen, made a defperate effort to 
reach the north, and^rn their way 
they wtre routed and difperfed, fince 
which they have* not been able to 
make bead. Their approach to- 
wards the North, has th^)wntbat 
part.of the coitntry into great eon- 
fufion, and. it is probable their pre- 
sence may occafion another rerolt. 
But the anineiiy which is inte^d^ 
to be granted, together with tbe- 
ilrong fnilitary force, are expe6led 
to reSore tianquiiity in a very ftiort 
time. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

If G. Waller, or' any other Calvinift, will iife foft words, and hard 
arguments, they (hall have full liberty in bur Mifceilany ; as we are fir 
* from (hunning the clofeft inveftigatbn of ourfentiments. We invite them 
tp ccme forv#ard. 
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Univerfalift's Mifcellany 

Tot AUGUST, 1798, 



A Letter from a Gentleman in Scotland ^ in Defence of Uni- 
versal Restoration. 
(Concluded from page 214.) 

BY the term laji daysy it will be readily allowed, is meant 
the laft days of the Old Teft^ment difpenfatioDy and 
in this fenfe I have underftood Matt. xxiv. 14. << And this 
go/pel of the kingdom Jball be preached in all the world for a wit^^ 
nejs unto all nations^ and then fball the end come** To this 
:iilfo may refer in fome mcafure Micah iv. 7,. ** The latv/hali 
go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from JerufaUm.** 
Alio the waters fpoken of in Ezek. xlvii. 8. compared with 
2^ech. xiv. 8. But there is another fenfe in which the term 
liUt days may alfo be underdood, not indeed to the exclufioa 
01 the former, but figured by it, I mean the lajl days of the 
world* s duration ; perhaps in the thoufand years reign, which 
will precede the aonian Judgment, this promife of pouring 
out the fpirit upon all flejh may receive a ftill more exten- 
dve accomplifhment, and to this in a more efpecial manner 
ihay the above cited fexts refer ; the waters ftill flowing 
from the beloved city till the knowledge of the Lord (hall 
cover -the earth as the waters cover the fea^ while the 
enemy is (hut up from deceiving the nations till the thoii- 
fand years are fulfilled, Rev. xx. 3. But neither would I 
reftria the full import of the term lajl days to this period, 
becaufe the event will not then be fully accompli(hed which 
marks the ultimate fenfe of the term lafi days^ viz. the pour* 
Ing out of the (pTrit upon all ftejh : and becaufe there will ht 
^ days and nights fucceeding the general judgment, in which 
1' believe this prophecy will receive its hill and complete aC-* 
compli(hment, in the final reftitution of all things. That 
there wilt be a revolution of day and night m the ages fuC'*^ 
' VoLp, 11. G g ccediny 
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ceeding the general judgment is very plain, in my appre- 
henfion, from Rev. xx. lo. I would here remark that dark- 
nefs of every kind» whether fpiritual or ntaterial, feems to 
be in oppofition to God, whofe charader is light, i John i. 5. 
'< Thai God is lights* and in him is no darknefs at all. Hence. 
jlyW ** the Father of lights'' James i. 17. And hence thc^ 
firft work of the Divine Spirit which we have recorded 
was to difpel c^rknefs and reftore light. Gen. i. 2, 3. And 
for the fame purpofe does the Spirit of God ftill work ia 
opening men's eyes, and turning them from darknefs to 
light, mining into their hearts to difpel their darknefs, in 
oppofition to the god of this age, whofe work is to blind 
their minds and involve them in dill greater darknefs : hence 
fiiys the Apoftic to thofe who were partakers of this enlight* 
ening fpirit, " Tetverefometime darknefs^ lut now are ye light 
in the Lord.** Eph. 5. 8. |n the prefent ftat^, where neither 
aibfolute good nor abi<Jute evil takes place without mixture^ 
tdere is al(b a mixture of light and darknefs in the revdu-» 
tion of day and night : but in the New Jerufalcm, where the 
fervants of God are totally delivered from mental darknefs, 
there will be continual light to the total exqlufion of dark- 
Befs. ** There Jhall be no night there y* Rev. xxi. 25. But in 
the future ftates of puniflimeat there will be the revofution 
of day and night to the ages of aces ; perhaps to intim^^Q 
that however fcverely vengeance will be inflifled, it wiUbjf, 
no means be inconfiftent with mercy and love ; but the Di- 
vine Spirit will contiilue to operate in reconciling finn^rs 
unto God, calling them out of darknefs Into his marvellous 
light, until that darknefs be expelled by his fliining into their 
hearts, giving them the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jefus Chrift, who is the true li^ht, that 
they may l?e fit to be prefcnted holy and unblameabte, and 
imreproveabl^ In his fight. And then when all thefe (hall 
be filled with the effulgent glory of him who is the image of 
the invifible God and the bnghtnefs of his glory; theit 
God himfLlf, who is light, ana in whom is no darknefs at 
atl, (hall be the all in qU\ then darknefs, both fpiritual 
and material, will be entirely deOroyed, and univerfal light 
and love will eternally prevail throughout the immenfedo* 
ininions of Jehovah. After what has already been noticed,' 
very Utile needs be faid in anfwer to your third objeAion, 
which is, " That the doflrine of Univerfal Salvation is, in 
your opinion, absolutely inconfiftent with the nature and end . 
of the general Judgment, when the dccifions'of thisawfij 

^1 
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day will cojEiflgn the Wiclced to a Hate of perdition ; this the 
Tcriptures Fay fcall be their fearful end : here it leaves theaiy 
^nd if We attempt tp trace them beyond this ftate of perdi- 
tion, and talk of a future day of grace, you are perluaded 
.'we ihall aft without Scripture, warranty or authority." I an- 
Xwcr, that it appears to me no way inconfident with the na- 
ture and end ot the general judgment ; it fully admits of 
aeonion puni(hment, and is no way Inconfiftent with asonioti 
death ; in fine, it perfedly accords with and enforces thie 
dofirine of aeonibn perdition; the only thing in which we 
feecn to differ U the future day of grace. It has alfea<i^ 
been obferved why 1 think the word aon neithet docs t>ox 
can fenify eternity in the New Teftamcnt, and therefore tte 
purpoTe of God, in gathering, jeconciling and faviog^ QX av- 
^arthg all men, ftill ftands unmaken> and gives fufficieot War* 
rant and authority to hope for the Reftitution of all Thtqgf. 
In your obfexvations on the 5th Ronfians you fay, *^ Jn tKe 
1 2th verfe the Apoftle, in laying down the fi^rft branch of the 
coomarifon refpeding fm. only fays that it entered into th)b 
world without taking notice of its eqctent or influence anj^ 
farther than by it death alfo entered into the world ; but 
.^ii^ving mentioned the entrance of death into the world, he 
^ immeaiately takes npticeof its univerfal dominion, ^^Jb death 
,,paffid upon, all men.'* \ would juft remark, that if you hsyl 
, taKen in the laft claufe of this fame verfe, " for that aU ba^i - 
^medi' you would not have faid that the ^Apoftle took no 
jsotice of its ei^tent or influence : I grant, indeed, that your 
propofition, ♦* That ^either Scripture nor fa& will warrant 
us to fay that aU men (hould be made righteous" would base 
fbeen a£^&ed by this alteration ; but will it be lefs aflfiedcd 
by tne text itfelf, upon which you make that obfervation? 
M^y ^^ i^ot with equal propriety conclude, that all men were 
not madf Jinners by one marCs difohedience^ as that all menfimll 
\ not ie made righteous by the obedience of one ? I confefs I 
think the text gives no authority to conclude that the tnany 
who ihall.be niade righteous by the 6t>ediepce of one, is in 
any degree lefs ext;enfiYe than the many who were made fio- 
persby one man's difobedienee, that the free ^ift comiog 
lipon all men to juIlHication of life, is of equal extent with 
the jiidgnient coming upon all men to condemnation I think 
you have very well evii^ced, ^nd that it relates to the rcliir- 
ceSLion from the dead you have (hewn is no lefs dear. But 
does, it felate to that alone } is the abundance of grace to lie 
pubafured by and i:eftrided to the famt^degree as the at>un« 

G g 2 dance 
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d^nce of fin ? I think an attentive confideration of the con* 
text would lead us to anfwer thefe queries in the negative. 

Verfe 15. " But not as the offence^ Jo alfo is the free gift: for 
if through the offence of one many he deai^ muck more the grace 
tfGod^ and the gift by grace ^ which is by one man, J ejus Chrijl^ 
hath abounded unto many,** Verfe 16. •* And not as it was by 
one that tinned^ Jo is the gift : for the judgment was by one 
(offtnce) to condem^tation \ but the free gift is of many offences 
unto jujiificaiion. To me it appears very evident, that the 
tnanyhtm^ contrafled with many dcnolts equal extent ^ as well 
MS all being contrafled with aJI in ver. 18. But the grace of 
God is exprcTsiy Taid to hzvt abounded muth more^ and the free 
PI ft is of ffwny offences unto juJIificaiion^ That in matiy of- 
fences the dirobedicnce of Adam may be included I (hall not 
difpute ; but that no more than o/ie offence is meant by the 
cxprelTion many offences I hope will not be contended. The 
Holy Spirit does not exprefs his meaning with fuch ambi- 
guity. The Apoflle adds, ver. 17. ** For if by one man s of-- 
fence Deaih reigned ly one^ much more they who receive aburi- 
dance of grace and of the gift of righteoufnefs (hall reign 
in lifp by one Jefus Chrift. This, I think, by no means in- 
timates that all receive this abundance of grace and eift of 
righteoufnefs, but that fuph as do receive it fhall reign m life 
through Jefus Chrift ; and what becomes of thofe who do 
not ? The anfwer is fimple, ** He that believeth pot fliall be 

'Mamned," and the reafon is not more difficult, it is bec^ufe 
they received npt the love of the truth that they might be 
faved : therefore they fhall not reign ; this is not any d^fe^ in 
the Giver or the gift, but bccaufe they would not. Are th^ 
therefore given up as eternally loft ? Far from it ; it has al- 
ready been noticed, that the very end of the others reigning in 
life is to fubdue thefe, that they might alfo live, though not 
reign ; that, I think, will be a dignity peculiar to thofe who 
fuffer with him, they fhall alfo reign v^ith him; the defign of 
which is, that they may miniffer do£irine, reproof, corfefllon 
and inftruftion in righteoufnefs: that as by one o^ence the 
Judgment came upon all men to condemnation, fo by the righ- 
teoufnefs of one the free gift may come upon all men to jtiftifi- 
^ation of life ; and hepce Ithinkthepurpofe of God will not 
1)6 fruftrated : ^* For as by one man's difobedience/^^Z/ffl^ferVthe 
many, or multitude, were made finners, fo by the obedience 
of one foi polloj ^ the many, or mnltitiic^e, fhall be made righ- 
teous : the conclufion of the Apoftle's reafoning upibn the 
fubjedl makes it yery clear, that however the abpUfliing of 
* - - Ad^in*^ 
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Adam's tranrgreflion is included in it, it is very far from 
being the utmoft limit of the abounding of grace, for wher- 
ever fm abounds (and that muft be confefled to be in every 
individual) even there grace will much more abound ; that 
as fm hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace reiga 
through righteoufnefs unto aeonion life, through JefusChnft 
our Lord, While I allow with you that j\j(lification of lifp. 
relates to the refurreftion from the firft death, let me a(k you 
how you underftand the jnftificaiion ver. i6. May we not 
alfo underftand it to be jiiftification of life ? It feems to ftand 
in oppofition to the condemnation in the fame verfe, and is 
faid to be of many offences unto juftification : this, perhaps^ 
you will fay is juftification from all things ; I agree with 
you, it is fo, but I think juftification of life is not materially 
and effeft'tially different from juftification from all things, 
but that the former is included in the lattei" ; that this is 
redly the cafe with regard to the righteous I think is pretty 
plain, fot the condemnation by Adam is one of the all things 
froni which believer^ are juflifted by Jefus Chrift our Lord ^ 
' ifid when the difobedient (hall at length bow the knee, and 
confelis the name of Jefas, they alfo (hall "be juftified from 
all things, in which juftification from the one offence and 
its efFeds will then be found to have been included. I cn*^ 
tirely agree with you, that i Cor. xv. 21, 22. is clearly ap- 
plicable to the refurreflion from the dead ; but I do not fo 
Well agree, as that in the fubfeqnent part of the chapter the 
Apbftle cfonfines himfelf to the firft rcfcrrcflion and fiibfe- 
quent glory of thofe who are Chrift's, ff)r 1 think the 24ih 
verfe to the 28lh an evident exception ta that ubfcrvation ; 
in thefe verfes the Apoftle fhews the fubjedinn of all things 
under Jefus Chrift before the end come, when he fiiall deli- 
ver up the kingdom' u tit o God, even the Father, for he muft 
reign till he hath pot ^11 enemies under his feet- JnHcb. i-2. 
the Apoftle fays, •'God hath appointed him heir of all 
things,** and in chap. ii. 8. " Thou hall put ail things ia 
fubjeftion under his feet ;** for in that he put all in fubjec- 
tion under him, he left nothing that is not ptit under him, 
excepting only as in i Cor. xv. 27. ^* him who did put all 
things under him :'* I would obferve here that there is one 
law for the election, and for the reft all muft be put in fub- 
jeftion under his feet : and that this appears to be the defign 
of that rule, authority and power wherewith he is invefted, 
and which (hall be put down when this end is accomplifhed ; 
and that this fubjcaion of all things under Chrift is fpoken 
-■■'■•■ • ■ • ' ' . ^ .. . ^^^ 
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*zs of t"hc lame kind with the rubjedion of the Son unto tlie 
[ Slather, wliicb is a Voluntary fubjeflion ; and that the deH^n 
of this fubofdincition is» that all things fabmitting unto the 
>oya) law, and being made fubjedls in the kingdom of Chrift^ 
^ thty fhall then be delivered up unto the Father ; and being 
prefcnted holy, and unblameable, afld unreproveable in his 
IigKt, God bimrelf fiiall be the all in alia and Jehovah ihall 
rejoice in all his works. Thefe obfervations, I apprehend, 
flow fo very naturally from the fubjed, that I am perfuaded 
a very little attention Will lead you to the fame conclufioi^s. 
^Thcy arc fo intimately conncQed with the purpofes of God» 

* and the means he is uHng for gathering and reconciling all 
things unto himfelf by Chrid Jefus, that | confefs I cannot 
ft-c how the one can poffiblv be accompli Qied without the 
other take place. You obferve ** Death, as the punifli- 
mcnt of fin," is in every point of view an enemy; and the 
Apoftle fays, " The laft enemy that (hall l>e deftroyed is 
tteath." I agree with you, *' That the deftru£lion of death 
evidently rcfpeSs theabolition of the firft death ;" in thefirft 
place, as in verfe 54th, then (hall be brought to pafs the 

[ faying that is written, " Death ihall be fwallowed up iu vic-r 

' tpry/' But the connexion in which the Apoftle places die 

iltdrofliDn of death, viz* when all enemies are fubdued 

under the feet of Chrift, I alfo* think plainly, .eyinoes, that 

* then dsiaih (which can only tlien be x\\t Jicond death\ ^1( 
be deflroyed as the laft enemy ; hence it appears to me tfcat 
there will be a refioration from i\\^fecond deatl^, For'this 

* fiurpofe ihc Son of God was manifefted, tliat he might de- 
' iUoy the works of the devil. ** He hath aboUihed (or rather 

* h ahUfl/ing) deathi" Now, wbtn all fin is deftrpycd, and 
, de^th, as the wages pf fin," aboUlhed, a reftoratipn from the 
' h^puii^e-^ihrc\\\{kj I think, inevitably take place ; for tilVbotl^ 
, fin anil death be fo completely abolithed, that nothing which 

can pt>lTibly bear the nan>e pf either ihall remain^ the work 

* of Chrifl cannot he completely accompUfhed. The oppofite 
(lo£lrine maintains in direft oppofiijon to the whole tenor of 

V IScripture ; that the,r^/^« oi Jin unU death will be much more 

cx^enfivc, and al)ound much more than the reign of gract 

through righteoufnefe xnlo aonion Ufe. 1 bad faid in my laft, 

that I conceived the ^7;;^ death to ^e a type or figure of the 

" ficond: -^you fay / hnvje not fo much as told you what gave being 

aoihe conception. I think you ftioutd not have faid fo; for in 

' the Very next paragraph 1 intinmated what led me to think fo, 

^ vi^. whit Ju^c fays, vcr. 7, of tl\c punt(hmen| pf Sodom 

^^ - and 



and Qomocrh^^ a$ sm ^x^impl^ of fufFering the vei^jCAncoqC , 
eternal fir^, or rather (puros aconion) aeomon fite, thf^ 
Teems to have efcaped your notice, or elfe, 1 dpubt notf yQ^ 
MTould have endeavoured to explain it. But l^aweyer wro|^ 
I might be (which ye,t I am not convinced of) in fuppofifjg. 
t\efirfi death a type of xh^fet^ondf I think it ivill not he re« 
f^fcd that the deftru£tion of Sodom andGomorrha was aA<r^-r ; 
afn|ile of it, and the argmp^ent holds equally ^ood from the ^\y^ I 
lition of tbat puniOimetit to the abolition ot the iircond 4/^k% 
vrhich >«r^s prefigured by it. Yoiir arguments to prove, that 
the firft death is ^^ot, ancj cannot be, a type of the fccoiyl, mAf. 
be, and no doubt are, fatijfa^ory to you, I confefs they ar« [ 
not fo to me ; however I (hall not contend about this ajt prefej^^t, • 
You ajk, where is there a promt fe or prediAion of a re<?o-, 
very frornthe fecond death to be found ? In my l^ft I re-r 
ferfcd you to Ifaiah xxiv. 22. which, however, you bav^ 
tali^en no notice of. I (halt now obferve, that the purpo(^ 
apd will of God, who is the Saviour (or Reftorer) of all ipeit, . 
cfpecially of thofe that believe, are very exprefs to tjiis 
point. See Epb. i. 9, lo. Col. i. 19 to 22. Phillip, it 9* 
10, n. I Tim. ii. I to 6. &c. Thefe I (hould be happy 
to fee youf fentiments of in particular, the work of Cbrift 
alfo. Lv^je xix. to. who came to feek and to fave (or r^^ 
ftorC;) that which was /^, evidently confirms the fame doc- 
trine ; for his work cannot poflibly be complete till ever jf, 
one that is loft (hall be found and faved (or reftored}. The 
JLord himfelf fays, John vi. 39. " And this is the Fatlers 
will ijuhich he hathjent me, that of all which he hath giuen nie / 
fhould have loft nothng^ butjhould raife it up at the loft day.*' I 
have already hinted, that I think the terqji laft day, Citn nci* 
they be reftrifted to the end of the Jevvi(h economy, nor t^ 
the end of the world, feeing there will be days and nights 
fucqeeding the day of judgment, which I think is very plain 
f^^om Rev. xx. 10. and therefore think that the tem;i lajlday^. 
may refpe<S the laft day of the dominion of the leco^. 
death, when all darknefs^ whether fpiriiual. or material, (hall 
be utterly and eternally aboli(hed. It may be a(ked, Jiq.w, 
extenfive is the gift of the Father to the Son ? The Lord 
anfwers, Matt. xi. 27. " All things are delivered unjto me of, 
my Father:" Al(b the Baptift fays, John iii.,3S. " The fa-. 
iher loveththe Son^ and hath given all things int^ b^s hand-**. 
The Evangelift fays, chap, j^iii. 3. *« J^fks knoi\/:ng that tht 
Father had given all things into bis handj* ^r. But J J^^ir 
nflt muUiply citations, the whpl?. divine recor(| ttnifor«Ojr^ 

teftffies 
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tcfttfies that aU things arc given to him ; that he islicir of dtt 
ihtngs, and that by him all thinp (hail be reconciled tinto 
Gody and of all the things |iven Yiita he will lofe none, but 
will raife them up at the lall day. As we are fure that many 
will come- under and be hurt of the fecond death, fo } do not 
think that a more pofttive teftimony of the reftoration of alt 
things can be demanded, than the folemn declaration of the 
£aithful and true witnefs, that he will raife them up at the 
laft day. It lias already been noticed, that the phra(e lajl day 
fcems to refped different periods ; fo the reflitution of alt 
things will not take place at once ; the gathering together of 
aU things b not to be at one particular time, but in the difpen- 
fation of the ftilnefs 9f tinus^ Eph. i. lo. So there are alfo 
times of refrelhing, Ads iii. 19. and times of the reftitutioa 
of all things, vcr. 21. There was a gathering when Chrift 
rofe from the dead and afcended on high, leading captivity 
captive : comp. Pfalm Ixviii. i8. with xxvli. 52, 53* 3o 
when he (hall come again the fecond time, it will be a time 
of refre(hing and reflitution ; this will be one of his own 
proper times (kairois idiots) in which the blelTed and only Po- 
tentate will be (hewn in Jefus Chrift, 1 Tim. vi. 15. One of 
his own proper timesy in which he (hall be manifcfted,- or tefti- 
fied of, as the ranfom for all, chap. ii. 6. Again, when he 
(hall come to judgment will be another time of reftitutton, 
and what other times there may be of his manifeftation I 
know not, but I think the time when he delivers up the 
kingdom unto the Father will be the laft of them, the time 
of the final reflitution o( all things^ the laft day^ when all 
things given hiqri of the Father (hall be raifed up. You fay, 
<* But that'the death of Chrift infallibly fecures the falvation 
of all men univerfally, I believe is not the dodrine of God;i'^ 
1 anfwer, — if by infallibly fecuring the certain and abfolute 
falvation of all men, you mean whether they believe and 
obey the truth or not, I am entirely of your opinion ; for ift 
this fenfe the death of Chrift infures falvation to no one : but 
if it be admitted, that the defign of God in fending his Son 
into the world, was, that the world through him might be 
faved (or reftored), then I think it muft of neceflity follow, 
that all men (hall as certainly be faved (or reftored), as that 
the end of Chrift*s coming will be accompli(he4 : but thjy 
can only be faved (or reftored) through fanflification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth. Here I beg leave to vXt the 
wprds of your letter, as ftrongly expreffive of my own fenti- 
xifints. "•* Tfec death of Chrift, as'a propiiiaiiott for (ins, fe 

ncvey 



H^cVtetefefeitW ftfntt I know bf) as ocrfelffing and com- 
^fcMit^ W flilviUon of riieri, indepeident of every other 
CQ^cfet^fiori, but onlf it laying the ground of it, by abo* 
BMhj^ ddirtfci removing the cutfc? of the law, and thereby 
hpa^St^TL tifiy^fot Wen to retiim otito God that they mt^ht 
i^'HwiAr t*^rmittoe to :4dd, tha^ \hc fanit ^onnd which ts 
H*l ^r tli^ fiSMion (<fr rtMoritionV of ohe man, is alfd b!i 
fid tteaiWtlclh (orJneftof^ibn) of^lj hence the gofpel iS 
ptt^b^tb'^vtiry creature that is utider hea^ren ; becadfe 
G6a»hrHi^ !«d JdTiis ChHft the Rifi fWirrdation for the fal- 
ViSift R* itftehkHoft) ofall rnHii fevci*^ t^rc, he command^ 
Wh^ffl tiitti rfirferjr ivherc to it^i I tJi^nk h can 6fily be^ 
IftfcaWe Sbd has laid him the ifotlhdatlon for €\ cry one i that 
lijieaftte' thfe ibutidation wHch Qod hath laid, can bfc any 
if^ttfe in coiidemtiation. ** He that believeth not fliall be 
iSfofi^a.^ I am highly flighted with t^^iai you have faid 
tipbh the ftfcdnciliation of all things to Goil. Your conelu- 
fiott is «r^nd, noble, artd perfcdly confiftfen't with the tex:\i 
ycW^ha^b tnfentioned: indeed in Ais palSge you have full^ 
kbVvkA^df^tf d!flBculty you have flitted in all the reft of yout 
frt^f. Yoti Juftly arfd beautifully fay, " Sin is the objea of 
^Goch? hiighdl hatrtd, he hath fet himfelf againft it j ft is fd 
taRi!i^Ve to Mm, that he will not fufffer it finally to fully 6t 
*ibirffe«aiiy of his creatures, or eclipfe his oWn eternal glory, 
but'tlrftl pirfe£l1y purge and deftroy it oiiit of his works. 
TM^lthitik is the Scripture account of the matter, atid, if 
faWy attended tb. Vindicates the chatafter of God from either 
iJrt^akhefsor Wickednefs, with which the dodrines of partial 
iMvation^fid eternal damnation have attempted to 0am it, 
ButlidW tkceeding ill docs it accord with the i3ea of lift 
hdn^ ikcUrkbh in any of the works of God, and infuring the 
Irtteif arfd'cter^al fleftruAion of finners, becatufe of iniquity, 
ifi^r'gl^nigliis Son the propitiatioh for their fms ? This i4 
txot pur^thg' anS dipftroying fin out of hh 'tvorksy thai mnc of hi 
' treutures mity finufly be fuUied or debafed by' iff hiit ft is icjiny^ 
%^^'vJ(fti^ i^fhisdum hands, fbrwhbm Chrifl pouted q^\ 
}ns^tetoft |rt-ec'i6u$ -blood that they nhight be faved, (or leftot^- 
WJj artidYiprfcfe'nts art the tneans ^hich God hath appomteiS 
fbr'theiir'ifalV^foln, (ot rfeftoratioh), dsmofi cbmpktety iefiafek 
i) iih^dhd ^tLttth^ What fliouldwe think of the phyfician 
iVhfo'iyiisifetftpteytd'to Cute a nUinber of peirf^ms of an obfti- 
iHskCi fflfefifr, W^frei' uftng rnaity meahs for thtir recoV^cry, 
hfe ftbfflHftai^^aft^li'cfr deftroy the patiehts to ftop the ])to- 
j(?tjfe*f W*- trtel^} Yet ^h t\it vei^y Same* ^dixix of vi^iAf Is 
<^QLiII. H h the 
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the chai^ader and condud of the blefled Jefus placed by the 
doArtne of eternal irrevocable deftrudipn ; but I forbear 
urging the comparifon. Vl/hzt you have faid upon the ftate 
ofman as a free agent, and the condu^ of God towan^s 
him in that refpea ; and the jufticei equity, and mercy of 
God in puniihing fin, I very much approve of ; for I am 
perfuaded, that aul the puni(hment which he inflids is ad- 
miniftered in mercy, love, and kindoefs ; but in eternal nai* 
fery, or utter deftrudion, there can be neither mer<7, love, 
or kindnefs : with men, indeed, there may be an jafpw* 
ance of mercy in putting a fpeedy period. to the fuj^erioigs of 
ia crimfaial in torture;. and it may be one of the Wfiys ^m 
Which the mercy of God may appear in the feccmd d^Ui* 
MeUf however willing, cannot make punifiiment profi^ble^ 
^y may kill the body* but cannot reform the heart ; but 
fuch weaknefs cannot be attributed to God, for he can and 
will do all his pleafure : and his good pleafure is to gather, 
reconcile f and Jeevef (or reftore), that which was lojiy ami it 
is with this view that all his chailifements are inflided: 
that fuch always has been his conduct is clearly evident in 
the divine teflimony, and that fuch will be his condu^ina 
future (late, appears from the manifold declarations of nis 
purpofe: and, therefore, I think the do6lrines of eternal mi- 
fery and of eternal utter deftrudion ftand in dire£t oppofitioa 
to the chara£lers, condu£l, and teftimohies of God. I mi^it 
now take notice of what you have thrown into the form of 
a note on th^ perverfion of words, I might eafily obviate the 
refle£lions, and ftate, on the other hand, fimilar, if i^ot 
greater, inftances of the fame kind: but when I confider that 
it is not victory but truth I am feeking after, I think fuch re- 
criminations are better avoided. 1 am convinced you would 
not willingly pervert the fenfe of any one word or paflage of 
Scripture, and, therefore, ftiall only trouble you with one 
remark on John iii. 36. " He that believeth not the Son Jball 
not fee life i but the wrath (f God abideth oil him** Such I 
tliink is the natural ftate of all men, they believe not the 
Son ; but 1 think it can only be fo long as they continjii^ in 
iinbelief that they fliall not fee life, but the wrath of Gpd 
abideth on them ; for when any one believeson the Son of 
God, then he paflcs frorn deatj^ unto life, and the wrath of 
God no longer abfdetb on him TI am ttiuch miftakenif thi/s 
obfervation will not apply to moft of the refleAiq^ain ypur 
note. Your next remark is, ** You (hrlc the 144^000 (pen- 
tloned Rev. xivt i, 3.) the children of the 6rft rcfuriiemoa;^ 
- ^ • ^ . i >«^> 
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but, in my opinion, withotit the leaft warrant or authority 
■whatever/' I anfwcr, it is very pofCble I may be mtftaken ; 
it is not the being wrong in one or two arguments thai will 
overturn a do<Jirine founded on the whole tenor of the Divine 
teftiraony. I am very fenfible indeed, that a good caufe may, 
and often has, fuffered from a bad advocate, but that is only 
"with thofe who do not judge for themfclves, but follow the 
opinions of others. What led me to think them the chil- 
dren of the firft refurredion was the charader afcribed to 
them in the contexty they are faid to be " redeemed from, 
the earthy redeemed from among meriy virgins muUfikd with .wd» 
men, the firft fruits unto God and unto the Lambj they follow tfi/i 
Lamb whitherfoiver he goeth : in their mouth was found no guile f 
fir they are without fault before the throne of God.** Thei!c 
charaSers I thought, and ftiil do think, cannot in their pror 
per extent be applied to any man or fet of men before the 
firjft refurreOton ; the ufe of the cwxtSxon firft fruits in the 
text you mention is no way inconfiuent with this : but fujir 
pofing me to be wrong, it does ^lot much alter the cafe, fo? 
your own interpretation pleads ftrongly for Univerfal Salva* 
tion (or Reftoration). In ;mfwer to your account of the ei\d 
of Chrift's reign, I beg leave to.cit^ your own words, " Sin 
is the objeA of God's higheft hatred, he hath fet himfetlF 
againft it ; it is fo offenfive to him that he will not fufFer it 
finally to fully or debafe any of his creatures, or to eclip Je 
ius own etemalglory, bu^ willperfe^ly purge anddefiroy it out 
tfhis worhs^* That fin and all its effefts, being the works 
of t^e devil, ihall be perfedly purged and deftroyed out of hi$ 
woilcs, I believe isthe.do^rine of , God ; not that the woris 
x)f his own hai^s (hall^ (uiaUy.deflroyed with fin apd death^ 
to the eclipfin^ his eternal glory. As the living God is the 
Saviour (or Reftprer) of all meri^ efjpecially of thofe that her 
Tieve, fo we are called to 'Jo good to all a$ we have opportu- 
nity, efpedally unto them v^o are of the houihold of faith* 
The fpirh of the Gofpel ijs a fpirit of lovf, got' to thoj^ 
only who bear the image of Jefus Chrift, hut to al^ men. 
The Lawgiver fays, ^ Ye have heard that it hath been faid, 
thoa (halt love thy kieighhoor, and hate thine enemy ;" but I 
fay unto you, " lope your enemies : blefsthem that curfe you, do 
good to ihimthat hate you, and pray for them which defpitefullj 
ufe you and perfecute you, that ye may be the children of vour 
Father which' is in Heaven ; for he maketh his fun to rife on 
the evil and on the good, apd fendeth rain on the juftand the 
|injuft." The doftrinc of the Rejiitutim of all things evi- 
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dentjy connefts a precioas hope, witl\ obedience to thefe 
commaa^ments : ihus the ApoiUe, i Tim. ii. conpcdl? fup- 
ilicauons, prayers, ini^ercefRons, and giving of thinks '^p 
Ings and for all men, with the expedlation of the fflvation 
(or reftoration) of ^U men, fouudcd on the will of God our 
Saviour (or Reflorer), who will have all men to be faved (pr 
reftored), and to come unto the knowledge (or rather rfi^^- 

Jitt acknowledgment) of the truth. So the word is rcndwdt 
Col* ii. 2, and i Tim. ii. 25. where the conneSior^ v^ould 
lead us to conclude, that it is fuch an acknowledging aiid 
confefTion of the truth, as is the genuine fruit of |repen^nce., 
and conne£ltd with falvatioq, and feems to corrcfppnd with 
Philip* it^ 1 1, This hope or expe<3ation is founded Mfp on 
the work of Chrift, who dpes nothing in vain, ^^ tyh gd*^^ 
Mmfefa ranfomfar all,'' This view gives the precipus hgpe 
(or expeSation) that our prayers (hall come with accejJtaoQe 
before Jehovah, becaufe it is good and acceptable in hU 
pght ; and thus the Eleft at large, and every individual be;- 
Jiever in particular, (lands related to the world at large in a 
jpublic capacity, animated by the noblcft hope (o|r e;cpefta- 
tion), and bound by the ftrongeft tiep of graiitqde ^nd love to 

^ God and obedience to him; and of the beft fpunded affec- 
tion and charity (or love) for all his works, to endeayojur by 
^very means' in their power to contribute to the inftrufltion, 
converfion ^nd edification of all. This yiew, I think, is 
nobly calculated to ftimulate to the praftice of hplinefs, tp. 
eradicate every narrow and felfifli principle, to warm tlve 
heart and expand the whole foul with a generoiis and di^q- 
fivc benevolepce, which, extenfive as the creation of God, 
pndfiavours to promote the temporal and eternal felicity of 
^very objeft to which its influence can poffibly extend. I 
think nothipg (hort of this pan be any way adequate to the 
above mentioned commands of our bleffed -Lord, enjoining 
the cxercife of that charity (or love) which never failetkf 
ivhich, by the bye, Teems to be a chara&er of charity (or 
love) very hard to bp underftood, if any of the objects of th^t 
love {\i2\\ be cither eternally miferable as fome fay, or ut* 

'terly and etcrnaily deflroyed, .as you Teem to alledge ; fpr 
when ihe objcdls pf it ceafe to exift, charity (or love) itfelf 
mufl fall with regard to them. But charity (or lovej hopeth 
(or expeclpth) ail things (which Divine truth hath promifed); 
and while it affords fuch a comfortable hope (or expeftatiop) 
to believers, and fuch a confiftent view of the ch^r^fter and 
ways of Godj the doSriue pf the Reftitution of all ThiDg$ 
apne^rs excellemly well calculated for the reconciliation of 
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fiaoei^ to. God ; becamfct whilp on the one hand, it }» nn^ 
way derogatory from the impartial juAice and immac^l^; 
purity of the divine charader, on the other hand, it 4iyeft^ 
that charader of the forbidding and the diitra^iog appeju- 
jdageiS which miftaken or defigning tntn hfive zfR^^ HH it| 
suad exhibits in the cleared point of view, and Ofioil exteoi^ 
five manner : tl|at the Pivine charad^r ;^id condu& in evf ry 
part, without a fingle e^^ception, is indeU)>ly naarked witH 
the moft amiahle, inviting, univerfal, and indefpafabi^ lie- 
nevolence. Or in the ftrong and beautiful la^gu^^ge of^ th({ 
N^w Teftament, that Gd Is Levi I Thus, my dkgr fir, I 
have given you n^y thoughts on the fubje(3 of your letter wit1|. 
fneedom, and with all the candor and attention ; not which. 
Ae fubjed deferves ; but which I have been able to attaiQ : 
and, I nauft once more entreat your forgivenefs, if you toect 
H^ith any thing inahefe remarks which looks like giving of- 
fence, and I (hall be happy to receive your corredionsi 
where you think I deferve them. ^ I find I need niuchin* 
QruSion, and wiih to lie open to it from the word of God^ 
a^d that we may all incrpafe in the knowledge, love, and 
p^a^tice of the truth, is the earned prayer pf, dear brother. 
Yours, afFeflionately, for the truth's fake. 

. NATURAL HISTORY. 
Continued from Page 165, Vol. II. 

THE excavations of art have conducted us much further 
into the bowels of the earth than the deepell natural 
caverns. The latter feldom going deeper tl^n two hundred 
feet ; whereas fome of the former are more than a thoufand 
yards |)erpendicular depth, as the quickfilver mines in Hun« 
gary ; ^nd fome coal mines in the north of England are faid 
to he an hundred prds deeper ftill ; but the deepeil in the 
earth are probably the vaft iron mines in the mountains rf 
Pelicarlia in Swedeii, which formerly were the great ma* 
gazine for th?it metal to moft parts of Europe, and which, 
continue to be wrought to this day. A defcription of the 
conftru£lion erf mines belongs properly to the hiftory of 
foflils. It will be fufpcient for us to obferve in this placei^ 
that aq we defcend into the mines, the various layers of earth 
are feen, as we have already defcribed them, laying in their 
ftrata ; /and in fom.e of ihefe are always found the metals or 
mJAerals, for which the»mine,has been deg. Thus frequents 
ly gold is found mix^ vvjih clay ajid gravel j £bmctimc5 it if 

. mingled 
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Ittingted with other bodies, (tones or bitumens ;^ and fomer 
times with that mdft obftinate of all fubAandes, ptatina, from 
which fcarce any art can feparate it. Silver is fometimes 
^nd quite pure, fometimes mixed with other fubftances and ' 
minerals. Copper is fouiid in beds mixed with various fub- 
ftances, marbles, fulphurs, and pyrites. Tin, the ore of 
wMch lis heavier than that of any other m^tal, is generally* 
^iind mixed w.hh every kind of matter : lead is alfo equally 
pommon ; and iron, it is well known, can be extraded from 
ail the ftibftaoces upon earth, human blood not excepted. 
' The art oi" man has taught this variety of fubftances to af- 
^me a very diifferetH appearance from that which they natu- 
rally wear. The richeft metals, in the mine, are often lef;?^ 
gltttcring and fplendid than the mod ufelefs marcafites, and 
the bafeft ofes are in general the moft beautiful to the eye. 

The icarth is qi great elaboratory, in which a thonfand 
benefits and calamities are daily forging. The combination 
of the different minerals therein, the heats whigh arife fron^ 
their mixture, the vapows they diffufe, the fires which they 
generate, or the coWs which they fomctjmes produce, are all 
cither noxious or falutary to man ; but of the procefs of thefe 
ihings ;^e are ?(^^bplly unconfcJoRs ; and it is happy for us w^ 
arc fo. ' 

Upon defcending into mines of confiderable depth, the 
^Id feems to Jncreafe from the mouth downward ; but, 
after penetrating very far, we begin, by degrees, to coine 
iiuo a warmer air, which fen fibly grows hotter,' as yrc go 
Hill deeper, till, at laft, the labourers c^n fcarjce bear any 
covering as they continue working. 

There are two principle caufes of the warmth at the bot- 
tom of mines : Ihe heat af the various ftibftajices of whfc1| 
;their fides are compofed ; and the want of rcnpyatfon in the 
air below. Any.fulphurofus fubftance mixed with iron, pro- 
'^uces a very great heat by the admiffion of water. If, fof 
i«ftance, a qliantity of fulphur be mixed with a proportion- 
able Aiare of iron filings, and both kneaded* together into sn 
fbft p^e with water, they will foon'grow hot,* and at lalt 
praduce a flsimc. This expeirifnent condu(9ed by art, is very 
commonly aflFcfted within the ^wcls of tfie earth by Natim^i 
Sulphurs and icons are intimately blended together, aiid want 
only th« unixtnre of water or air to excite their heat, and 
this, ^hcin once raifed, is coitiniunicated to allbodies that 
lie-i^ithin ihc fphcre of their openltion, Thofe beautiful 
Itunerals caUed tnarcofitfs an4 pfriUf^ ztp fiiitn pf this comf 
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^(ition ; and wheitver they are found, either by imbibiog 
the iDoiAure of the aiff or having beei\ by any mqans cpm* 
^ined with water> they render the mine conflderably hot; • 
, . The want of freth air, alfo, at thcie depths, is, as we 
have faid, another reafon for their heat, indeed, without 
.t^e alBftance of art, the bottom of.inc^ mines woulcf, frpiH 
:tbis caufe, be infupportable. To remedy this incot^ve^ 
nience, the miners are often oblieed to fink, at fome coave^ 
Intent di/lance froni the mouth of the pit, where they ar^ 0t 
.wpo-ltt another pit, which joins the former below, and whi^ 
IS <:aHed an air-Jhaff. Through this the air circulates ; |ukL 
.thus^ the workmen are enabled to breathe at the bottom .of 
the place. But, not withfianding all the care and art of ma% 
^ mine is a wretcl^ed place, and never can be made commo- 
dious for human refpiration. Man was never intended to 
inhabit tbofe dreary regions in the bow^b of the earth ; he 
is literally the child of light, and his proper habitation is the 
furface of the. earth, on which he was intended to walk 
efc&^ to breathe the free air of heaven, and, by a wife aiid 
gentle fway, to a^ as God's vicegerent over the inferior 
parts of thex:reation. Sad it is, that human folly has created 
artificial wants, and that in order to a fupply of tb6fe, thoa<* 
Tands of our fellow-men drag out their earthly exUlenoejt ia 
dark and dreary fubterranean abodes, ' . 

If we examine the complexion of moft miners, we Aiall 
be well able to form a judgment of the unwholefomnefs of 
the pl^ce where they are confined. Their pale aQd fallow 
looks (hew how much the air is damaged by pafling through 
thofe deep and winding ways, that are rendered humid by 
damps, or warmed whh noxious exhalations. But although 
every mine is unwholefome,aIl are aot equally fo. jCoal mines 
are generally lefs noxious than thofe of tin ; tin than thofc 
of copper ; but hone arc fo dreadfully deftru<£live as thofe of 
qulcklilver. At the village of Edra in Hungary, it is im- 
poffible to conceive the wretched ftate of the poor miners iii 
thehofpital there : emaciated and crippled, every limb con- 
tuti^ed or convulfed, and fome ina mannertranfpiringquicE- 
filver at every pore. There was one man, fays Dr: P^^ 
who was not in the mines above half a year, and yet ^of^^ 
body was fo impregnated with this mineral, that ptmfrfg a 

Eiece of brafs money in hi$ mouth, or rubbing it berw^(ii 
is fingers, it immediately became as white as if it had bteiri 
,wa(hed over with quickfilver*. . In this manner all tht '^f&tk^ 
/wen ^re killed fooner or latere firft bectoiing. panrJytic, And 
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flieft dyiiig cohfumptlvf^ ; and i^U {hts WeV CMtin ¥bf ^ 
xMhvg rtWit* W fevenjptnfec a-day* See PM. TiA^; 
vok ii* p. 578. 

Bitt the ftiytilllc Alines are hot'fcf ne>xiobs frdrtt tTieir'6wri 
¥ipotir^ aSs frdm th6fe of th^ ftibftatices with #hic1l*tlie brtt 
Wftf ufually \rnired; ilicli t^ atfenic, einnabar, Bitt/meh,. or 
ififtM. F>ohi tte fbdies of tbefe, vinoofly coihblh^ infl 
iDtf/t i^nclofbd) ac^ piV>dtJcU thtfe vatious //^r ttiat p/^t^ 
ft tlNii^ dr^dftil forim, and are tirnaHy To fatal. Sdtiiefhilte 
IliAfe nwttoOS TapdHrs ate perceived by- the dettghMFiil* !fi*- 

rlnce trf thdf fmfelli fomewhat rcffembling the pca-btoflfaiih 
bldoi¥i9 from whence onfe kind of damp has its niufie, Thte 
tflSri^iis arc? rtbt deceiip^dj however, by its fiattetinc ap^i:- 
fllhctts; biit as they have timely notide of its cofaihg, tlWy 
ttVoSd it Vrtiite it continues, which is generally during thfe 
mhb\^ fummer feaJTon. Another (hews It approach fejr the 
ItoVirfiWg of tltfe caridles, which- fecmtb coHeft their fliinfc 
ittW^a gldbc of Kght, artti tfhtts gradtraWy Icffcn, till they arfe 
l^re eytingtiifli^. From this alfo the miners fr^^oentli 
miipe; *f6v^Vi2?r, r^cft as are caught in ft, cither Fwbci 
MkytLtti a^c fAWmuM, ^ flbwly recover in c'xCtlBtrc ijgo^ 
Hhs. There h aMb ^ft6thtt, called tki ftthiinaiini iSittmpL 
l^ucft Itto^ dah|^rdu« than dthbr of the fortner, as it Itdm 
down all before it, life a fiafli of gonpbWdfer, wlthdutjehr- 
thg aftjr wiVhihg df its approach; But there is Mil another^ 
Ittorfe d*adfy ^hah idll thetfcft, wWchis ft)uhd ih thoTe places 
Xrhet^ tfce Vaji^iir has been longcbhfined, and is by fetnc ac- 
liklfent fet fr^e. Thie air trffhihg out from thence, always 
tdds upon deadly drraflfds;ind *fcarce dny efcape to ^fcirib^ 
fhfe fy ihptoms of its opehl^cm^* 

(To k t0ntinUtd:') 

ELfiCTlON. 

. ^ (Qtrntinundtfrtm foge 1^4.^ 

t^WA,% Sir, 
.Y^STEAB of recapitutating the accini&s laid dowfl^^M^ 
X I tfuft eAabltfllod, -in nay fofftnet letters, I ildrte tht'f^V^ 
miri9gi pofitions, as eodnp^eken^ng i3ie fubftance of wh^ I 
have written on the fubjed of filedtoa, and as aA itKirodw^ 
tioo tQWhaf tiiaftfMithe fublequeht letters will contdtn* 

^# Tke IKvinfi Govcrmnem, . in all its vafrkius brMith^ 
ciCteiidla^ (Mwf «U^reaifttfres through a&i the focteffive j^odk 
»f rin > » «aft jfly tfmcik&tAom <£ y4hmfh 2lShvikA iq clfl 

children 
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cfandhtin of men— all his di(penfations of grace-^tbc e)ff^^ 
ttonof bis mod tremendous judgments: — all ongioate ia 
unbounded love, and will terminate in the cotnplete happi- 
nefs of the whole creation. - . 

. 2. The whole adminiftration of the Divine Government 
is in the handsof our Lord Jefus' Chfifi^ in whom Jeh%v^ak 
is manifefted to his creatures, by whom all his grace will b4 
fully displayed in the ages to come, and all his righteous 
judgments fully executed; the Father hscving choFcn aiid 
appointed him to reign, as Mediator, until ail the great c{e- 
figns of his love be carried into efFeft, and the whole uni- 
Vcrfe made happy. 

3. Under the adminiftration o( Jefus' Chriji numerous 
agents are, and will be, employed, who were chofen in, and 
appointed by him, to fill peculiar ftations and to enjoy fpe- 
cial bleffings, that, as inftruments, they may all fubferve the 
great ends of his adminiftration : — among thefe the Apoftlca 
of the Lamb ftand foremoft, Eph. iv. 1 1. 

I apprehend no one will difpute the reality of the eledion 
of the Apoftles, or that their eleftion was an zQt of Divine 
Xovercignty: if, however, any reader ftiould be difpofed to 
doubt it, the following paflages may ferve to convince him. 
Matt. xi. 25, 26. We find the Lord thanking his Father, 
that it feemcd good in his fight to hide the things which 
were revealed to his Difciples, from the wife and prudent ; 
not that God did any thing to prevent any man's coming to 
the light, and receiving the knowledge pf the truth ; but 
that he did not choofe the wife and prudent of this world to 
^bewitneflfes of all that Jefus did and taught, and to be Mi- 
nifters of the word ; that on the contrary, he chofe to reveal 
all his truth firft to babes in worldly wifdom and prudence^ 
to make them Difciples and Apoftles, that there might be n6 
pretence for glorying in the flefh. To whatever elfe the 
above paffage may be deemed applicable, when compared 
with Luke, ch. x. I think this will be found its primary 
meaning. John xv. 16. We find the Lord faid to his 
I'Apoftles, Te have not cfyfin fne^ but I have chofen yoU:, dnd 
* ver. 19, / have chofen yoU mt of the world. Paul , was^x- 
ttrefsly declared to "be a chofen veflel unto Chrift, Afts ix«:i5. 
Let it be obferved, that Saul of Tarfus had difcovered nb 
previous difpofition to believe on Chrift, or to pay^ the Jeaft 
attention to his Gofpel ; but on the contrary, continued a 
felaf|>hemer, anrf a perfecutor, and injurious, until the Lord, 
1>y Ills fpeciarinterptriition, brought him to the knowledge of 

Vot. H. II himfelf. 
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hicnrelf, which fully (hews the operation of the fovereigo 
good pleafure of Qod in his ele£lion. I mean not to fay" 
that the eledion of the Apoftles was merely the a6l of an zr* 
• bitrary will; but that* the Lord did that which was wifeft 
tnd bed to be done for the general good of mankind, in the 
Adedion of thofe perfons who were chofen to that high of«' 
fice: this I hope to make appear. 

- J Upon the very face of the fubjeft, we may difcover that 
ihofc.who were chofen to be ApolHes, were chofen to cany . 
on the fame interefting work, and to promote the fame bene-* 
vo!ent end which Chrift himfelf was chofen to efFcd ; fof 
thejtwere choftrn to be his witnefles, to z€t by authority 
received from him, to fpeak in his name, to be his ambaf- 
jtadors tathe world ; their office and miniftry throughout was 
fubfervient to him. 

The light, bleffings, gifts and endowments^ granted to the 
Apoftles, were not granted to them merely for their own per* 
ibnal happinefs, but that they might become a blefllng to 
others. God, who corpmanded the light to (hine out^ of dark- 
ticfs, (bined in their hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift, 
They were veffels filled with heavenly treafure, that they 
might bear it to others, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 7. They were pr- 
tlained to go forth, in their public office and work, and bring 
forth fruit by their miniftry in the world, and that their fruk 
-ftould retnain, John xv, 16. They were fent into the 
World for the fwne purpofe as their great Mafter was fenr 
fnto the world, John xvii. i8- They were commiflioned to 
teach all nations, to preach the Gofpel to every creature, to 
f>reach repentance and forgivenefs, of iltis to all nations, 
Matt, xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. Luke xxiv. 47. Paul in 
fj^rticular was chofen to bear the naiiie of Chrift before the 
Gentiles ; he was fent to them to open their eyes, to turn 
^hem from darknefs to Ught, and from the power of Satan 
fa God, that they might receive forgivenefs of fins and inhe- 
ritance atnong them which are fanftified, ASs ix. 15, and 
xxvi. rS. Grace was given to him (hat he might preach 
^rtiongihe Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and to 
•iiialteiilb men fee what is the fellow Ihip of the myftery, 
whith from thfe beginning of the world had been hid ia 
iGod,'who creWfcd all thifigs by Jefus Chrift, Eph. lii. 8, 9. 
■ The- great objeiftp/ th^ office and miriiftry of the Apoftles 
Sv«s the.reco|i^i|i^[9r> 0^ the world to God, 2 Cor. v. 14 to 
the cind. According to the prayer of Chrift, John xvii. 

21^23, 
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^l» 13, when thofe who fliall believe on him, through the' 
word of his Apoftles, (hall be made p^rfefl in'oiti?, the. 
world (hall believe and know, through the medium of bts 
Church, that he is the fent of God, the anointed Saviour* 
and be acquainted with the love of God to the Saints; but 
all who believe under the prefent difpenfation, believe 
through the word or teftimony of the Apoftles; therefore, 
by the world cannot be intended thofe who know Chrift ia 
tlie prefent ftate, becaufe thofe to whorri the term is here ap- 
applied are diftinguiihed from all fuch ; nor are the* Saints 
brought to that pcrfe^ ftate which Chrift prayed' for in tho 
prefent life: confeqwently, a futurb age muft b«^ referred to^ 
y^hen the world, in diftindion from the Church of God|; 
Shall be fubjeds of this knowledge and faith. : 

The Apoftles being chofen otit of the middle and lowet 
orders of the people, and called from obfcuriiy to fill the tnoft 
important office, was a blow at the root of Rubbinical'pri^^ 
and Pharifaical importance, which had taken the key76C 
knowledge from the poor : at the fame time it was'calcvU 
latedto give encouragement to thofe who might afterwairds 
be called from obfcure fituationjs to lab( tir in the Gofpelt 
while the fimple manners and appearance of the firft teachers 
of Chrift i an ity afford a ftriking reproof to the lordly fpiut 
and fplendid tfappings of the antichriftian priefts Y)f after 
ages^ bcfides, the oledion of fuch perfons to To great a work 
made the excellency of the power moft f:onrplcu<iufly appear 
to be of God, and not of themfelves: and thofe were ^ft 
calculated to feel for, and be ufeful to, the common peopk^ 
who had been chofen fron> among them. 

The converfion of fuch a furious pcrfecutor as Saul of 
Tarfus,^ and his eleSion to the apoftolic office, was aconfi* 
derable evidence of the truth of Chriftianiry, and fo it ought 
xp have been viewed by the Jews. They well knew how 
deeply he had engaged with them in oppofition thereto; what 
violent zeal he had manifefted againft the Gofpcl; how 
much his reputation, his emolument, and even his fafcty 
^ among his own countrymen, in particular among the parti- 
fans of the fe£l to which he, from his childhood, ha4 been 
warmly attached, were involved in his continuing lOi oppofe 
the^Difciples of Jefus : for fuch a man entirely 'to change 
his^ fentiments and conduct, without any worldly motive tba^ 
could influence him to fuch a change befag drfcpvertble, fe^ 
him all at once to facrifice bis friends, conne&ion9y feptita^ 
fion, ivoildly iAtereft> the rpoted prejj#lif.es wb^i^ be^fp 
- I i ^ * entirely 
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entirely influenced him, to put hjs life in the grcateft p^ril, 
and expofe himfelf to the greaicft hard(hip$, by becoming 
the mod zealous promoter of the caufe which he had before 
perfecuted, evidently fujppofcd that he had found convincing 
proof of the goodnefs of ihat caufe. 

Paul wis not only chofen to be an eminent inHrument of 
good to mankind by his labours, but he was alfo fejefled by 
the Lord, and made a recipient of mercy and grace, that ut 
him, firft, as the chief of finners, a pattern of all long-fuffer- 
ing might be exhibited to others, to encourage them to truft 
In the m?rcy and grace of Gjyj»^ Tim. i. i6. The extra- 
ordinary me^ns made ufe of to cfFe«fl Paul's converfion, niajr 
kc cpnfidered as an earncft and pattern of the extraordinary 
means which will be employed for the Converfion of his un- 
believing countrymen (he Jews, Zech. xiith and xivth chap- 
ters ; and the effefts produced in confequence of his convet- 
lion, by his miniftry among the Gentiles, a pattern of the 
cffeSs which will be produced by the converfion of the Jews 
in the world at large. Paul having been the fubjed of fucU 
rooted prejudice, and violent oppofition to the Go 'pel, CK* 
^Ited in his mindfj -when an Apoftle, the greater fympathy 
ahd compaflion for others who ftill remained in the fame 
Rate, Rom. ix. 3. Hence we may difcoyer the wifdom and 
goodnefs of God in choofing fiim to the apoftolic oflice. 
* Among thofe who were (Chofen to be Apoftlcs we find 

Jbdas Ifcariot, who became a fpy, and turned accufer and 
etrayer of his Loi^d : his having beea numbered with them« 
and made a partaker of their miniftry, is a circumdance cal- 
culated to be of ufe to mankind and to the. Church of God* 
Had Chrift been an impoftor Judas muft have Icnown it; 
could he have perfuaded himfelf that his Lord was not what 
iie profeflTcd himfelf, he wopld not have t)een overwhelmed 
with remorfe for betraying him : but he openly declared the 
innocence of Chrift, and that he had finned in betraying him^ 
which circumftance is an evidence of the truth of Chriftia- 
nity^, and ought to have had great weight with the |ews% 
What the LorcJ experienced through the treachery of Judas» 
renders him the more capable of being touched with the feeli- 
ing of our infirmities, Jleb. iv. 15. and places him before us 
a^ our pattern, when we fuffer from the perfidy of profeffe^ 
frfends. Had not' a Judas been found among the ApaRWi, 
the Saints in after ages might have [been furprifed and difcou- 
Vaged to findfuch men among themfelves ; but this ferves^o 
ieacfc others, that thaugh they be ele£led to the liightA office* 
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d^ ^ill not prevent their being puni(hed according to theif ' 
6iMj Judas was not rejeded n'om his office, until his out» 
vrard conduct had proved him totally uaworthy of it : this is 
ta teach us never to rejeA others on the ground of fufpicion, 
but, in all cafes, to ad towards them according to what thetr 
outward condoft proves them to be. 

Thus it appears) that the cleiiion of apoftles was intended, 
and every way calculated, to be a general blefling to man- 
kind. 

I remain, dear fir, afFeflionately yours, 

Wtfieach^ In the bonds of the Goipel, 

JufyK), 1798. R. W. 

QUERY TO Miu WRIGHT, WISBEACH. 
""dear sir, 

IN confequence of fome part of yo*ir difcourfe, delivered 
in ParVhamtnt-Court, on the evening of July 8, I have 
taken the liberty to addrefs you through the medium of thp 
Univerfalift's^Mifceltany.— Believe me, Sir, I rejoice in 
your public teflimony to the truth of the Univerfal Love of 
God in Chrifl Jefus ; may you and I be led into all that 
truth, and be jfoverned by it in all our concerns in life. 
That part of your difcourle I allude to, was your firftprd- 

,pofition (in ftating the doflrinc of the Univerfal Reftort* 
lion) viz. ** That the Univerfal Refloration differs from the 
pardon of fin ;" which you illuftrated by examples, that 
proved, if a man fuffcrs the fentence of the law of \d% 

^ coiintry, whether it be -imprifonment or tranfportation, it 
cannot be faid his crimes are pardoned : -*be fuffers for them, 
and when the period of his fnfferings is concluded, he is re- 
ftored to the bofom of fociety as a good member thereof. 
Thus far your illuftration : and it appears to me, that you 
either did not fufficiently explain yourfelf, or you differ with 

. ine widely in fentiment ;— for puni(hment of itfelf cannot 
TOOt out the feeds of fin, and, confcquently, cannot render 

\a man fit for the fociety of heaven. And, again, if the 

t :damned will be reftored on the ground of ihcir having fuf-/ 
lered the full, penalty of the law of God,, there will be no 

- xoom for mercy ; and, if no room for mercy, then there aL[^- 
peiirs no need of Jefus. 

As it is poflible 1 may have mifunderftood you, I forbear 
making more ronarks at prefent ; but will thank you, as fooa 
^$ convenient, ^ to favour tis with your feiitiments on this im* 
«- ^ ' ' portant 
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pcntant fubjed ; and, rcftaflbrcd, that Iprefs yoirto tftex^ 
pUnation from no other motive than that your obfervatioos 
have feMy as a ftumbling-block; in the way of fome of our 
friends, which, I am certain, you will be as anxious to re* 
move, as he who fubfcribes himfelf, dear Sir, 

Your fellow-fervant, in Chrift Jefus, 

JOHN WOOD. 

UNIVERSAL DOCTRINE FLOURISHING IN ^ 
AMERICA. 

DEAR SIR, Finjbury Squafe^ Augufl 22^ 1798. 

THE'fublime doflrines of which you are fo refpeflable 
an advocate, and the warm intcrcft I feel tor their fuc- 
cefs, are my only apology for addrefling yoa this letter. 

It is with a glow of the mod lively pleafure,. 1 contem- 
plate the difFufion throughout the world, of the belief oiU t^ 
verjal Salvation^ particularly the advancement of this faith 
throughout my native country, America, it is there, fir, 
that the dodlrine fprcads with amazing rapidity. When I 

ikft Bodon, in the year 1790, there were only two churches 
of this perfuafion in the ftate of Mairachufetts. When L re- 
irifitfed that country, in 1796, there were more than a dozen. 
Indeed it was a natural prefnmption, that a doArine like this, 
f mnded in benevolence and rationality, would thrive in fuch 
^ land. There a na^ve fpirit of liberty, operating wltt a 
jiift poife of focial lights, expands the mind, and renders 

' opinions independent'. It is perhaps exclufivcly in America 
where man teels an honeft dignity of chara£ler, and tread's 
underrfoot the fetters of erroneous opinion, however fanc- 
tioned by antiqtiity, or upheld by current fupprflition. 

I was early initiated into the principles of the Univerfal 
Re.ftoration by my father,* who was ^ difciple of the facuQiis 
John Murray. It was not my fortune to live in that part of 
the United States ^here Mr. Winchefter had acquired his 
celebrity, and 1 was not acquainted with him. 1 knevf, 

.however, feveral brarichesof his family, which was a very 

-refpeflable one. I have ever confidered Mr. Winchefter as 
the moft zealous and fuccefsful apoHle of this divine doflriiie 

jhat the world has yet pioduced His Dialogues are a maT* 
tcrly compofiiion, and are a compet^dium of the beft arg^* 
ments for and agaihft the Univerfal Salvation, which have 
met my eye. His merit was of a various nature, and as he 
was l^eloved vandJbllawed while iiviogi his name will be 

tranfnuttc4 
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tranfmitted to future ages, with every mark of refped zvA 
generation. 

It is to be lamented, that the progrefs of this heavenly be-" 
lief has not in England been adequate ^tojts beauty, aiKi the 
glorious confolation it affords. This is indeed a phcenome- 
non, cfpecially when dodrines the moft repugnant to reafon, 
and the moft gloomy in profped, have been fwallowed by the 
multitude with avidity. How can we account for this. whim- 
fical fatality ? 

There is an idea gone abroad, which, though falfe, I fear 
has done fomc prejudice to the caufe of the Univerfalifts. It 
Is fald that a belief of this doctrine tends to render men re- 
mifs and carelefs about their future ftate, as falvation is fup- 
pofed to be already fecured. Indeed it has been urged> that 
the believers of it are generally people of loofewiiorals. Thit 
I totally difcredit, and confider it as a flandcr on a fed ele- 
vated with generous notions of the Deity, and diftinguifhed 
for liberality of fentiment. 

If ever any remark betrayed an ignorance of the human 
heart, and the fprings of moral aflion, this does it fiipreme- 
ly. The argument in plain Engiifli is, we are altogether fo 
exceedingly perverfe, and diabolical irt our very nature, that 
We are not only unthankful for the bleffings we receive, but 
tliat we are difpofed to infult the Almighty and abufe his be- 
neficence, by becoming worfe as our bleffings are more abun- 
dant. I confefs I have fo much pride in me, that I would 
not aifent to this ill-natured portion,' though fqbftantiated by 
mathematical demonftration. 

An American negro, who was a zealous and faithful pro- 
fdyte to the do£trinc of the General Redemption, was told 
by his mafter that it was a bad doilrine, . as it let njen do ds 
they pleafed, fince God was determined to faye all. The 
negro replied, ** Maffa, you give poor negro good, very 
good wages, and he love you for it, — fuppofe you give ncgto 
iiollar more, tink he be worfe negro for that ?'* — This wis 
firiking, and (hews the fentiment of graiiinde is ftrong in the 
human breafl, and is generally proportioned to the magni- 
tude of a benefit. Even in the worft hearts the principle 
may be obtunded, but can never be deftroyed ; it may fickeh, 
but can never die. If then gratitude is fo univerfal, and fo 
cogent in its operations, how ought it, nay, how will it "be 
exercifed toward that illujirious charaBer^ whofe blood has 
ieated the deed of man's falvation ! — Away, then, ye unfeel- 
ing cafuifts ! la vain have your ignorance and malice con>> 

bined 
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Hned to injure a k& of Chriftians, the fundamental prin'* 
ciplcs of whofe faith fo naturally and fo powerfully difpoie 
thrf heart to every thing noble in morals, to every thing ami- 
able in life. 

1 he grandeur and beauty of this doArine furpafs all that 
has been taught fince the days of the primaeval theology. In 
teaching that God is iove\ the efFeft on our hearts, though 
not perhaps immediate, is hov/ever fure. In teaching that 
God is love ; an imitation of this beautiful attribute of the 
Divinity is generated in our bofoms, and though at firft faint 
and remote, gradually takes poffeflion of the man, till 4hc 
whole foul expands in a flame of benevolence and joy. Such, 
Sir, is this irrefiftible excitement, uniform, but often foiai- 
pcrceptible in its advances, that, ftealing on us by degrees, 
we feel ourfelves happier, without knowing the caufe. 

Nor is this benign dodrine a pleafing vifion, founded on ^ 
the forced conftrudion of a ffew hypothefis, which being 
overturned, the whole fyfteni muft fall. The Scriptures dc-i 
clare its truth, and that in fo plain terras, that he who runs 
may read. ' Even if the Scriptures (I repeat it with avrc) 
even if the Scriptures (hould err, the evidence of this truth 
is ftill as great and fiibftantial as the analogy of the creation 
and natural religion can make it. The proofs are power*- 
ful, refting only on the goodncfs of the Almighty, difplayed 
to us in this life. But when the hofts of arguments^ not 
founded in fubtile fpeculation, but drawn frojn creation, 
natural religion, and revelation form their incomparable af* 
femblage, and ftand arrayed before the mind, ConvidioA' 
extends her hand, and bids them welcome, .^ . 

This is my faith, and may my pradice not difgracc it I 
No depreffion of fpirits, no change of fortune ^nd circum* 
ftances, ihall wrefl this jewel from my heart. Nature and 
.reafon have taught me this fong of peace, and my riper yoirt 
ihall continue to fing it. 

Henceforward let us confider, with pleafing anticipation, 
the influence of this belief on generations yet unborn. Here 
4s, a rock on which the Church of Chrlft is built, and wiU 
.ftand. Jews, heathens, and deifts, will, at fome future pc* 
itod, and at this point, rally round the ftandard of rational 
Chriftianity, and doubt and diflenfion vvill languifh.andcx* 

pirc. 

Among the various religious feSs, whofe opinions have 
divided mankind, in each fome tenets have appeared which 
«Pther claflied with obvious principles, or the goodnefs of thit 

Creator | " 
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Creator-;.and to this and no other caufe is to be afcribed 
tliat indifference to Religion, fo melancholy and fo general. 
But here the very bafis of one creed is /(^t;^. That love of 
God to his creatures, and by a grateful readion. from hi's 
creatures to their God, prefents the univerfe as a rich fielU 
of delight, and man exults he is man. In carrying our 
views beyond this globe, we fee the power of attradion to 
fome common centre, binding the connfeftion and regulating 
the motion of other worlds. So, doubtlefs, the attraction of 
love flill there preferves its afccndancy, emanating from the 
Diety and returning to him, in various degrees however, but 
governed by eternal laws. 

Add to this the foul of man going for^^ard in gi-adlial 
progrcflion to purity and blifs, approachifig, after each 
change, ftill nearer and nearer the fountain of felicity, 
is an idea, even in the abftra6l,. ravifliing beyond mcafure. 
What then fhall we fay, when Nature and Revelation unite 
to confirm it ^ 

Go dn, my dear Sir, in your glorious career, and may 
Jehovah blel^ your labours. Should I urge you to per- 
fevere through every difcouragement ? Surely no difcou- 
ragem'ent can attend fo benevolent a caufe, tio difcourage- 
ment can for a moment cloud the brow of its advocate. Let 
your ftrength and refources rife with youf difficulties, and 
tread them to the duft. — Follow Chrift — preach his doftrinfe 
And lead his life, and at the laft day he fhall wreathe for ' 
you ^ garland of never-fading flowers ! 

I am, Sir, with much refpeft, 
your's fincerely,' 

S. CLEVELAND BLYTM. 



The Confolaiions of Chrijilanity In a dying Hoary extmpUJisdht 
the IVtfe of ]os^vn Clarke, in a Letter to his Father^ 
dated Philadelphia^ Q.ph of 6th Month, 1788. ' 

Dear Father, 
X RECEIVED thy aiFeaionate letters fome vvreeks agd ; 
I they gave me confjderable fatisfac^ion to hear of the 
ftrength of thy fight, which is a Angular favour. 1 fliould 
have written (boner, but h^ve expeded an awful change in 
iny family ; I mean the death of the dear partner of rtiy nap* 
pihcfs, and the affeSionate fympathifer with me in all my 
difficulties. Thou didft know fomething of her; but a» 
fome trees grow, and bear more fnrit when tranfplanted, fo 
, VohAL Kk thU 
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this my ^ear wife was a living monument (in this diftant 
land), not only of growth but of maturity in the knowledge 
of Divine truth. Her diforder was a confumption, accom- 
;panied with (harp pains in the bovwls, which the bore with 
jgreat patience^ to the admiration of thofe about }ier, joined 
,with a fweetnefs of temper which alone had its fource froni 
the fountain of all good. She was attended in the firft ftages 
of her diforder by fome able phyficians, but foon difmiired 
them ally being nilly perfuaded her defirable change was ap- 
jproaching. , Taking one by the hand, fhe exprened herfelf 
thus : ** Doftor, the time is drawing near when all my pains 
and complaints fliall perfeftly ceafe ; neverthelefs, I ac*- 
^Jcnowledge thy kindnefs." She was confined to her bed 
about fourteen weeks, during the latter part of which time 
fhe would fcarcely admit any one into her room, excepting a 
particular friend, and when theywere admitted, (he oftea 
would not exchange a word. I Ihall, dear father, give thee 
one of her religious expreflions before (he took to her bed : 
. — " I would not change my (late for any worldly glory 
whatever.*' It would fwell this letter beyond all bounds to 
enumerate; her religious expreflions from time to time ; but 
hcfoTQ I conclude I (hall give thee the laft : about eleven in 
the morning of the day (he died, fhe informed me and thole 
friends about her thus, ** Now 1 fee the city that hath twelve 
g%tes, and of a trtith there is no need of the fun, for the 
Lord God is the light of it." Dire^ly after (he enquired 
particularly the time of the day; when being informed that 
it was about eleven, fhe faid '* I thought it had been later, 
for about four I fhall enter the city.*' During this interval 
of time fhe lay as it were wholly given up to the other ftate, 
frequently crying out, *' Come, Lord Jefus ! come, Lord 
JefusM' About rour fhe changed, and appeared in fervent 
.-;^prayeT ; then afking an intimate friend to turn her, laid, 
^r^^ ** This would be the laft :" and in a few minutes concliided 
with " Now I go like one of the Lord's Iheep." So imme- 
diately departed this life without a figh or groan, the 22d 
'of the 6th month, 1788, aged near 42 years. Pleafe to pre- 
ferve this letter by thee. She was one of the mod valuable 
of wives and exemplary mothers ; was notable and inge- 
nious, generally fpendingherleifure time invifitiitg theiitk, 
giving her mite chearfully to the poor, and vefy'fteadyto 
.public meetings ; denying herlelf many things tvhtch' feem(^ 
lawful both in her dfefs and furnhure. Of hte'ihe gr^ 
more and more Redeemed from the Ivorfd j for Svhtn I tneii- 

titmed 
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ttoned what a virtuous wife (he hs^ been, fhe treated it a$ 
it were with contempt, wholly relying upon the mercies of 
Jefus. At another time a fmall matter concerning family 
affairs was mentioned to her, to which (he made this feriouS 
reply : ^1, defire to know nothing but my Redeemer cruci- 
fied, and I crucified with him." About two months before 
flie died, (he defired my daughter to bring a drawer of clean 
linen to her, which being done, fhe with much compofure 
fele^led her funeral drefs, and gave me particular charge con- 
cerning who fhould fit up with her corpfe, deliring none 
bht fuch as thofe who were ferious around her. She was 
much beloved by friends, tis well as efteemed by her neigh<- 
bours and her fchooJ-children, who in their behaviour 
fhewed great marks of fincere aiFedion and refpeA towards 
her; for about fixty of them attended her funeral, walking 
two by two, from the houfe with becoming folidity to the 
grave, and back again. My children are well in health, and 
join me in love. 

From thy dutiful fon. 

To fLichard Clark, No. i, JVcaurs'^ JOSEPH CLARK- 

Jireetf Bethnal'green. 

Enquiry concerning the Blafphemy againji the Holy Ghoft. 

Mr-Editor, 

A FRIEND to the dodrine of the Reftoraiion of all 
t \ ^ Things, and a conftant reader of your ufeful Mifcel- 
lany, wiffies that in fome future number, when your good 
judgment fee a fit opportunity, fomething may be faid on 
that text, in Matt. xii. 32. (ver. 31 favours^youi glorious 
dodlrinej : " All manner of fin and bla(jphemy (hall be for- 
given unto men ;" then it fays, ** but the blafphemy againft 
the Holy Ghoft (hall not be forgiven unto men ;" it adds, 
•* neither in^his world neither in the world to come." 

If the commiffion of that blafphemy were not poflible,-^ 
why did Jefus (as recorded of him in St. Matthew's Gofpel) 
make fuch a declaration ? ' 

AN ENQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 



ANECDOTE. 

MR. WILLIAM WHISTON being one day in dif- 
ccfurfe with the late Lord Chancellor King, who was 
t up a Diilenter at Exeter, but had conformed, a de« 
•" - K k a bate 
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bate arofe about figning articles which men do hot believe, 
for the fake of preterment, which the Chancellor openly juC* 
tified, " bjtcaiije^'' faid he, " xve muji not kfe our ujefulnefs 
for fcruples,'' Whifton, who was quite of an oppofite opi- 
pion, afked his Xordflifp, " If in his court they allowed of fuch 
prevarication /*" He anfwerpd, ** They do not,'' " Theny' faid 
Whifton, ^^fuppofe God Almighty fhould be as jujl in the next 
%vorld as my Lord Chancellor is in this^ where are we then .^" 



INSTANCES OF COURAGE, FROM, DE PAGE's 
VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEA. 

HERE the Reader will give me leave tcf relate two in-» 
ftances of magnanimity ; to the firft of which I (hould 
Jis^ve found it difficult to give credit, had it not happened at 
this place the evening before my arrival ; and if, bolides the 
public notoriety of the fad, I had not been an eye-vvitnefs 
of ihofe vehement emotions of fympathy, blended with ad- 
miration, which it had juftly excited in the mind of every 
individual at the Cape. 

'* A violent gale of wind fetting in from the North Norths 
Weft, th^ barometer, which had flood at a8^ and a fraSioa 
during the preceding fine weather, fuddenly dropped to 27^, 
^nd three D^itch veflels in the road dragged their anchors. 
One loaded with grain for Holland was forced upon the 
rocks and bulged; — and while the greater part of the crew 
fell an immcdiatc^facrifice to the waves, the remainder were 
feen ftruggling for their lives, by clinging to different parts 
of the wreck. The fea ran dreadfully high, and broke over 
the failors with fuch amazing fury, that no boat what- 
f^yer could venture off* to their affiftance. Mean while a 
planter, confiderably advanced in life, and long a member of 
the colony, had come from his farm on horfeback to be a ' 
fpeftator of the (hipwreck. His heart was melted at the 
fight of the unhappy feamen ; but knowing the bold and en- 
lerprifing fpirit of his horfe, and his particular excellence as 
a fwimmer, he inftantl^ determined to make a defperate effort 
for their deliverance. He alighted, arid blew a little brandy 
into his horfe's, noftrils, when agaia feating himfelf firm in 
tlie faddle, he inftantly rulhed intothe midfVof the breakers. 
At firft bpth difappeared; but it was not long before they 
floated Qa the fwtrfe(:^| ^n4 (warn to t}ie wifeck, wl^en taking 

- witU 
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with him two men, 'cach of whom held by one of his boots, 
he brought them fafe on (hore. This periipurexperiment he 
repeated no feldomer than feven times and faved fourteen lives 
to the public ; but on l>is return the eight time, his horfe 
fatigued, and meeting^a moft. formidable wave, he loft his 
balance, and was overwhelmed in^a moment. — The horfe 
fwam fafe to land ; but his gallant rider, alas ! was no more* 
I am doubtful if, in the hiilory of mankind, we have a more 
brilliant example of heroifm exerted in the caufe of huma- 
nity. 

The fecond inftance of extraordinary fortitude I am to 
mention, is not cqiial to the firft ; ftill, however, it may be 
coupled with it in our narrative, fince both have a tendency 
to fliew how naturally the mind is difpofed to. imbibe great 
and intrepid fentim.ents, when removed from the pernicious 
influence of luxury, and placed in the eaCe and freedom of 
rural Jife. There a man acquires the habits of labour and 
induftry, whether it be to maintain himfelf and family in a 
decent mediocrity of fortune, or to acquire it by the con- 
queft of thofe difficulties, which a rude and uncultivated foil 
oppofes to his fuccefs. It was in this view, I obfervcd, 
that our br^ve cavalier, though an European by birth, had 
been long *a member of the colony ; but I return to my 
ftory. A Creole, who refided inland at a confiderable diC- 
tance from the Cape, was wounded in the hand, and a gan- 
grene had enfued, from negligence and inattention ; at length 
he became* convinced, th^t nothing but amputation could 
fave his life: but .refl.e£ling he was at too great a diftance 
from town to expeft the aid of a furgeon, he determined to 
perform the operation himfelf. It was a pi*ocefs neither of 
much time nor expence to the Creole ; for after preparing 
fuch herbs as he meant to apply as a remedy to the ftump, he 
cut off his hand with one ftroke of a hatchet, and was in- 
debted to no other affiftance than that of a Negro, who held 
his arm fteady during the operation, and the fimple precepts 
of nature foon effeded his cure : I faw afterwards the pa- 
tient in good health at Simon's Bay ; he was attended by his 
flaves, and a number of waggons, containing butter and 
Other articles, the produce of hiij farm. 
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OW THE DEATH OF MISS JULIANA FOX. 

p^EACE to the heart that mournsytbe ere that «eep8^« 

* The lovely Maiden is not dead $ (he deeps 

Where Seraphs min'fter round Jehovah*8 throne t 

Her onembodied fpotlefsfotii is flown. 

And kindred Angtis tvnM th/eii' eolden lyres« 

^Thtir boTomi glowing with celeftial fires, 

To guide her thro* the doubtful gloomy wsiy 

Safe to the realms of everUfting day ; 

Welcomed their Sifter tp the houfe of reft, - 

The bright eternal roanfions of the bleft. 

Exulting, as (he joins the adoring ftrain. 

To him who nvas and is 

And (hall for ever reign. 

Oh ! Mother moft affliflcd — fune if e'er 

Maternal love was Heaven*s peculiar care, * 

Thy plent tears, thofe agonizing fighs. 

Before the Great Eternal will arife t— 

Ceafe then thy plaints, look up with faith : BehoIcU 

They in the niyilic volume are enrelPd, 

Regiftcr'd in the awful Court of Heav*n 

Who only has recaliM what it had given ; 

Religioa, fmiling as (he marks the page. 

Cries, *' Let this hope thy heartfelt pains affuage-^ 

Though the unfpotted Angels went before, 

The hour will come when grief (hall be no more i 

Then (halt thou fee thofe nnich lov*d forms again> 

And join them, in the adoring ftrain> 

To him who ivas and is 

And (hall for ever reign. 



ON ETERNAL MISER Y^ 

To the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 

(Extruded from tbt tondon Magazine^ July 171^*) 

TJ EAR, Whitefi£LD, hear, and anf)ver, if you ca& } 
** Learn you from Nature's luife and pirJeS plan. 
That Heaven de(ign'd ne'er-endihgnuoe for Man I 
Behold this eartby with e'uery beauty gay \ 
See, alUrejoicing, (hine the God of day % 
T^Yitfeatber^dfongflers hear, in every grove, 
Fcvlcfs offiUun wQe^ fwcct warbling lov/, 

Tke 
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*T\itJU*w'ry meadf the *mdt fprtad down funrcvt 

Where graze the htrds and where the Umbkins play } 

Ami wh^ aActflds the peaceful Sl^en ^ttigbt. 

Let the fair Jlarty boft attraft thy fight : 

From t<veiy viinv can ought be underftood» 

^ut one Creator^ infimtefy good } 

Say, through aU nature^ canft thou And one trace. 

That pain eternal waits the bmnan race \ 

Or learn" A thou /i&c/ from k'mdnefs and ivom grace ? 

What Co/pel^ what glad tidings will th^ tell. 

Where boundlefs mercy can ere^ its bell ? 

Where gOodneJs^ ^uite immen/e,^c&n ceafe to. flow; 

And« with unpitjing eye^ view endUfs woe ? 

Think, Teacher, think j and anfwer :— art thou fun 

That mercy, which for m;^ muft endure. 

Extends no longer to they^/ of men ^ 

Than tht Jhort life of tbreefcore years and /^« ? 

Is fucb.GoD^s/iiafour to his creature mtn j 

His ivratb eterneU, and hit ib*:/^ a^^m ? 



J 



MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 



7«& 27. 

AMERICAN Papers have been 
•**• received to the 23d of June. On 
the 1 8th the Prcfident fent the Houfe 
of^eprefentatives copies of difpatches 
he had received from the American 
. Ambaffaders at Paris j ihey are dated 
ParlS) March 18, and are little more 
than recapitulations of arguments 
which have been urged again and 
again. <~The French Minifter ft ill 
contends the United States have in- 
ftilted France $ and the Americans, 
chat priority of complaint is on their 
fide. They however declare them 
felves ready to confider and to com 
penfate any injury France may have 
fuiFered from them. 

In the fame Papers there is fome 
curious information, refpe£ling a ru 
moured confpiracy of the Partisans 
oi France to overthrow the Ameri- 
•can Government. 

29. Accounts from Naples menv 
tion that the preparations for war 
are renewed there with redoubled vi- 
jS^our: all peribns of a proper age, 
and able, are required to take np 
arms, even the Clergy not excepted » 
The anfwer which mail bi brought 



back by a Courier hitely difpatched 
to Paris, will, it is faid, be deciiive 
of peace or war. The French En- 
voy, Garat, has demanded of the 
Court of Naples, that it fliali cedle 
the harbour of Meflina in Sicily lo 
France 5 rcleafe all prifoners con- 
fined on account of political opinionsi 
prohibit the importation cf all Eng- 
li(h commodities ; and exclude from 
the harbours of the two Sicilies all 
English (hips of war and trading vef- 
fels. With thefc demands the King 
of Naples has refufed to conply.— « 
Augujl If 
By the Dublin Mail which arrived 
yefterday, it jippears a very impor- 
tant change has taken place in the 
Iri(h Government : the two Meflrf • 
O'Connors^ and-all others in cuftody* 
have agreed to tranfport themfelves 
upon condition of the fame terms 
being granted to the other ptrfons 
under accu/ations : Lord Cornwal-. 
lis has agreed to thefe propofitionsy 
which ■ W4II' b« immedtately carried 
intoeffeft, a^d Oliver Bond, a prin- 
cipal bire£lor of the Rebels, will npt 
be executed. XA>rd Comwallis has 
taken a very critical fituatioD, and it 

is 
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if ardently to be wiAed that bis be- 
nevolent meafures may be attended 
by the nioft happy confequences. 

3. A letter from Rai^adf, of the 
date of July i», fays that the Pruf- 
fian Envoy at the Coajirrefs has dc- 
clared to the French Miniften, that 
His Pruflian Majefty, in cafe of a 
rupture between France and Auftria, 
will eupcft the French Republic to 
acknowledge the neutrality of the 
German Empire 5 and that he will 
' conAder the march of any troops 
through the territory of the latter, as 
ah immediate declaration of war. 

9. An Hungarian Gazette con- 
tains the following letter from Sem- 
lin, dated July 9 :— 

" We have received fromBelerave 
the moft difaftrous accounts, relative 
to the attack made on Widdin on the 
^(h of Jufle. Th*<?apta1n Pacha, 
Ofman Pacha, and Muftapha Pacha, 
in confequencc of orders they had re- 
ceived, endeavoured to carry Widdin 
Jby aflault. They had fucceeded in 
taking the lower city, when they 
were received by a fire of grape (hot, 
fo ftrong and fo welldifefted, that in 
a (hort time the field of battle was 
covered with dead bodies. Pafwan 
Oglou then made a fally, which in- 
creafed the confufion of the aflfail- 
ants and the (laughter became dread- 
ful ; the Captain Pacha and Ofman 
Pacha were killed, and Muftapha 
Pacha faved himfelf with the greatcft 
difficulty. 

1 1. Colonel Paravicini, who com- 
manded the troops of the little Swifs 
Cantons in their gallant ftruggle a 
gainft the plundering invahon of 
France, has lately been arretted at 
Huninguen, and fent prifoner to 
.Berne, in violation of the treaty be- 
tween the French General and the 
Democratic Cantons. 

13. The homeward- bouM Lee- 
ward Ifland and Jamaica fleets are 
fafely arrived at Briftol, Liver- 
pool, Sec. 

14. A Bill has lately been brought 
into the American Congrefs, to re- 
ftrain the Liberty of the Prefs. Li- 
bels have hithcrtQ beenpuniihablc in 



America as well as in Great Britain | 
and this over-anxiety of the Legif- 
latui-e to guard its proceedings a- 
gainft poDular difcuttion, is no very 
honourable proof of the parity of its 
defigns, or of its being confcious of 
the reftitude that guides its afts. 

'16. Letters ftom Conftantlnople 
ftate the anxiety and apprebenfioto pf 
the Porte to be very great, on ac- 
count of the fleet from Toulon, un- 
der the command of Buonaparte ;-i- 
Great numbers of Greeks, both in 
the Morea and feveral iflands of the 
Archipelago have been arref^ed, on 
fufpicion of being concerned in re- 
volutionary projcfls, and fome of 
them ftrangled. The Turkifli Em- 
pire in general feems to be much 
difturbed. The neighbouring Em- 
pire of Perfia is likewife in a very 
diftraaed ftate. ^ 

ao. Great fears are entertained on 
the Continent of a irefli rupture be- 
tween France and Auftria: the Em- 
peror> alarmed at the great power of 
the French, which is continually en- 
creafihg, wiflies for war, but t)ie 
King of Pruflia, upon whofe. deci- 
fion peace or war appears to depend, 
feems rather inclined for peace. 

42. By an overland difparch, re- 
ceived from the Eaft Indies by the 
way of Hamburgh, we have intelli- 
gence of thelofs of three of the Com- 
pany's ships, the Woodcot, the Ray- 
mond and the Princefs Amelia ; the 
two formei- were attacked by a 
French frigate of 40 guns, in Telli- 
cherry Roads, on the »ath of April, 
and after a fmart trgagemenfwere 
obliged to furrender. The lofs of 
the Princefs Amelia was occafioned 
by her being fet on fire accidentally, 
on the 5th of April, and in con (e- 
quence of which many perfons wei'e 
deftroyed, though by far the greater 
number were happily faved. 

a6. Intelligence has been received 
within thefe rew days of the fafe ar- 
rival of General Buonaparte, with 1*5 
or 20,000 men, at Alexandria, m 
Egypt, whore he landed, after a 
flight oppofiuon on the part-gf the 
Tvjrkiih garrlfon, ^^ 
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NATURAL HISTORY., 

("Continued from page 240. J 

ITH regard to the formation of Damply we have a| 
yet no certain theory ; nor, though the experiments^ 
ef aerologifts are abundantly able to (hew the compofition 
and manner of formipgthofe noxious airs artificially^ have 
they thrown much light on the method by which nature 
prepares them on a large fcale. There are two general ways 
m which we may fuppofe this to be done ; one, bv the ftag^ 
nactioh of atmofpheric^l air in mines and coal-pits, and its 
Gonverfion into thefe ipephitic exhalations ; the other, by 
their original formation from fhe phlogiftic, or other mate- 
rials found in the earth, without any interference of the at- 
mofphere. In favour of the former opinion it may be urged» 
that old pits, which have not been worked in for fome time, 
are never free from damps, efpecially thofe of the kind re- 
fembling fixed air ; they alfo often abound with the imflam- 
mabk kind. The fame js alfo true of old wells, or even cel- 
lars, and in (hort, in every place where the air ftagnates for 
any confiderable time. But, on the other hand, we have many 
inftancesof fixed air coming out of the earth,- and that in 
vaft quantities, where no confiderable ftagnation of the air 
could be fufpe&ed ; as for inftance, in the grotto del Cani, 
in Italy, where a continual ftream of it has iflued for ages. 
The fame feems to be the cafe with the tops of fome very 
high mountains, particularly Mont Blanc, the higheft in . 
Europe; on the top of which, M. Lauflure found the,at- 
mofphere fo much impregnated with fixed air, that lime- 
-y^rater expofed to it, very quickly gathered a cruft on its fur- 
face. Sir W. Hamilton, in his account of the eruptions of 
Vcfuvius, informs us, that the inhabitants in the neighbour- 
Voh.lL. LI hood 
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hood of that mountain, are inCefted with ^ kind of pcftilen- 
tial vapours, called by them mofeteSf which iffuc from the old 
lavas, throwh out by the volcano. Thefe are of the nature 
of damps in our coal-mines, and iflue forth in fuch quantity, 
as either to infeS the atmofphere to a confiderablc diftancc 
around, or to do mifchief by being carried from place to 
place by the atmofpherical currents, which are not' ftrong 
enough to diflipate them for fome time. It is probable tha^ 
tht/amielf or fcorching winds, of fotne eaftern countries^ 
^re no other than ftreams of ftxed air of confidcrable extent, 
which exert their ufual and fatal effeSs on thofc who breathe 
them. A ftrong argument in favour of this opinion is, that 
thefe winds cannot crofs a river (it being the nature of 
water to abforb fixed air) which always dcftroys them. S€ii 
Bruce*s Travfls. 

Hence it is probable, that thefe mephitic vapours are often 
n>ct with in the open air, and confequently cannot always 
be the ^ffcd of ftagnatlon ; nor, indeed, does it at all appear, 
that mere ftagnatlon can afFed the quality of the air, either 
one way or another. This fluid cannot have its properties 
altered but by fomething imjnerfed in it upon which it can 
a3, apd by means of which aflion, its cornponent parts may 
be changed, or feparated. While this procefs is going on, 
there is generajly, if not always, an abforpti n of air, accom- 

Sanied, indeed, frequently with 2in eniijjion o^ fome aerial 
ijid, equal |n quantity to that which is abforbed. Mri 
Scheel, in his EiTay on Fire, has (hewn, by a' number of ex- 
periments, the eflfed of expofing certain fiibftances to the 
aftion of air, both on the fubftances themfelves and on aerial 
fluid. The refult of all thefe, js no other than what we 
plight expc£t from a very flow combuftion, and which per- 
haps may, on enquiry, be found to be the only way by which 
it can be decompofed. -If the fubftance expofed to the air 
was capable of abforbing that part of the fluid which had 
undergone a change, there was always an evident diminu- ' 
tion, but not otherwife. Thus, on inclofmg fome cauftic 
fixed alkili in a phial of atmofpheric air, a coniderable dimi- 
nution took place ; and the alkali, by becoming faturated 
with fixed air, (hewed that a decompofition had taken place, 
and that the dephlogifl^icated part of the air had feparated 
from the other, detached itfelf to to the fixed alkali, and be- 
come fixed air, by uniting with a certain proportion of 
phiogiftic matter. Hence we may conceive, t{iat in any 
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' place where the air was confined over a vaft quantity of 
caudic alkaline fait, it would fooh become unfit for the pur- 
jpofe of animal life, and we might fay that a damp would be 
formed. # * 

Let us now fuppofe that, inftead' of the alkaline fait, a 
quantity of burning charcoal is confined jn a ptace where 
there is not a proper circulation of air, and we mall foon fee 
that a damp of the Very fame kind with that called by the 
ininers the choak-damp will be formed. But this, according 
to. the late difcoveries, takes place by reafon of the diflipation 
of the charcoal by heat, and its union with the dephtogifti- 
tated p^rt of the atmofphere, which always c6tiftitu{es Ixed 
air. In this cafe, however, the damp muft be but of ihort 

• continuance, and will foon be difllpated after the charcoal is 
extingiiiihed; biit if, inllead of the charcoal, we fubftitute 

. aJarge quantity of fermenting liquor, from whence the ftxed 
air is naturally emitted, /a damp will be formed much more 
dijBficult to be diflipatcd than the fonher, b^caufe it renews 

. itfelf in a very fhort time ; and, unlefe there is a very con- 

, ftaht circulation of air, it will be dangerous to enter the 
place where it is. 

From the lift example we may form ati idea of the manner 
in which thefe damps, confifting chiefly of fixed air, ire 
formed. There always is a gentle heat in the bowels of 
the'earth, and almoft all terreftrial fubftances will emit fixed 
air on being ex{iofed to hfeat. On the large fcale of nature, 
the quantity of materials may compenfate for the weaknefs of 
l^eat, and diusoccafion a <;ontinual emiflion of fixed air ; which, 
though flow in comparifoh of what is eflfeSed in our expe- 
riments by a violent artificial heat, may yet accumulate in 
the narrow fpaces of mines in fuch a ttianner as to be very 
troublefome. In volcanic countries, where the heat of the 

, earth is much greater, the emiflion of fixed air is in propor- 
tion ; ahd thus we account for that continual ftream of it. 
Which ifliies from the grotto del Cani, and pertiaps other 
places. 

It may perhaps be objefted to the above, that if th«re !s 
a continual difpofition in the earth to produce fixed air, the 
whole furface of it muft pour out fuch a quantity as would 
deftroy every living creature upon it. This -indeed might 
be granted, were the furface of the earth quite bare, and 
defittute of vegetation ; but we knovvr that fixed air is com- 
pofed of the dephlogifticated kind and phlogifton ; and that 
thefe two ingredients, after' being once joined, may be 
Ll 2 feparatfe(i 
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{eparated from each other and reafliime their proper charge-* 
ters* There is no abfurdity, therefore, in fuppofing that the 
fixed air may be continually decompofed by the vegetables 
which grow all over the furface of the earth ; and the at- 
mofphere not only thus preferved from any taint from it, 
but fuppUed alfo with a quantity of pure dephlogifticated 
air, which it is certain that vegetables do emit. It is alfo 
Certain that, whenever the atmofphere is fuffered to be in 
contaA with the bare furface of the ground for fome time, 
a confiderable quantity of fixed air will be produced, unlefs. 
there is a conilant circulation of atmofpherical iir to carry 
<^the former before it has time to produce any fenftble ef- 
fed. Hence we may account for the damps in wells, cel- 
lars, and even in the confined places of old caiUes and ruin- 
ous buildings, where the air is not in contact with the fur- 
face of the ground itfelf, but with mere heaps of rubbilh and 
old walls. 

With regard to what is called x\it firt-dampy the cafe feems 
to be more plain. In the Philofciphical Tranfa&ions, No. 
1136, we have the following account of one of this kind, 
which feemed evidently to iflue from the earth. ** This work 
is upon a coal of iive yards in thicknefs/and hath been begun 
upon about fix or eight and thirty years ago. When it was^ 
firft found, it was extremely full of virater, (o that it could 
not be wrought down to the bottom of the coal; but a 
mtchet or cave was driven out of the middle of it, upon a 
level, for gaining room to work, and drawing down the 
fpring of water that laid in the coal to the eye of the pit. In 
driving of this witchet, after they had gone a confiderable 
way under ground, and were fcanted of wind, the fire-damps 
began to breed. They appeared in the crevices and fltt$ of 
the coal, where water had lain before the coal was opened, 
with a fmall bluifli flame, working and moving continually ; 
but not out of its firft feat, unlefs the workmen held their 
candles to it ; and then being weak^ the blaze of the candle 
would drive it with a fudden fizz away to another crevice, 
where it would foon after appear blazing and moving as 
formerly. This was the firft knowledge of it in this work, 
which the workmen made but a fport /if; and fo partly 
liegleded, till it had gotten fome ftrength ; and then upon -a 
.Siorning, the collier that firft went down, going forward in 
the witchet with his candle in his hand, the damp prcfently 
darted oyt fo violently at his -candle, that it ftnick the man 
down, finged all his hair and cloaths, and difabled him Oom 

working^ 
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Working for a while after. Some other fmall warnings it 
^ave them, fo that they refolved to employ a man on purpoft 
that was more refolute than the reft, to go down before tnein 
every morning, to chafe it from place to place, and fo to weakerl 
it. H[is ufual manner was, to put on the wotft rags he had, 
and to wet them all in water, and when he came within th6 
danger of it, then he fell down, grovelling upon his belly, and 
fo went forward, holding in one hand a long wand, at the 
^nd of w}\ich he tied candles burnings and reached them by 
degrees towards it, then the damp would fly at them, and if 
it miffed of putting them out, would quench itfelf with a 
blaft, and leave an ill-fcented fmoke behind. Thus theV 
dealt with it till they had wrought thie coal to the bottom." 

Some colliers in Scotland, working near an old mine that 
had been long clofed up, happened inadvertently to open a hole 
into it, from the pit where they were then employed. By 
great good fortune, they at that time perceived their erroi*, 
and inftantly fled for their lives. The next day, however, 
they were refolved to renew their work in the fame pit, an^ 
eight of them ventured down, without any great apprehcn- 
fion 5 but they had fcarce got to the bottom of the flairs that 
led to the pit, when coming within the vapour, they all in- 
ftantly dropped down dead, as if they had been fhot. Amongft 
thefe unfortunate poor men, there was one v^rhofe wife was 
4nf6rmed that he was ftifled in the mine ; and as he happen- 
ed to be next the entrance, Ihe fo far ventured down as to fee 
where he lay. As (he approached the place, the fight of her 
hufband inlpired her with a defire to refcue him, if poflK)le, 
from that dreadful fituation ; though a little refleflioh might 
have fliewn her it wa$ then too late. But nothing could detei' 
hers Ihe ventured for ward, and had fcarce touched him with her 
band, when the damp prevailed, and the mifguided;but faithful 
creature, fell dead by his fide. Thus the vapours that aire 
found beneath the furface of the earth, are very various fn 
there efFefts tipon the conftitution : and they are not lefs fo 
in their appearances. There are many kinds that feemingly 
arc no ways prejudicial to health, but in which the work- 
men breathe freely ; and yet in ihcfe, if a lighted qandle be 
introduced, they immediately take fire, and the whole cavef n 
.at once becomes one furnace of flame. In mines, therefore, 
fiibjeft to damps of this kind, they are obliged tohaverecourfe 
to a very peculiar contrivance to fupply fufficieht light for 
their operations. . This is by a great wheel ; the circumfer-* 
ence of which is befet with flints, which ftriking agaihft 
i' Itetls placed for that purpofe at the extremity, a dream of 

firt 
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jire is produced, which aiFords light enough ; and yet Which 
does not fet fire to the mineral vapour. Of this kbd are .thc'^ 
vapours of the mines about Briliol : on the contrary, in fome 
other mines a fmgle fpark (truck out from the collifion of 
flint and fteel, would fet the whole (baft in a flame« In fuch^ 
therefore, every precaution is ufed to avoid it ; the wdrktnen 
making ufe only of wooden inftruments in digging ; and be- 
ing cautions before they enter the mine, to take out even the 
nails from their {hoes. Whence ihb (trange di£Ference (houki 
arife» that the vapotirs of fome mines catch fire with a fpark, 
and others only with a flame, is a queftion that' we mufl be 
content to leave in obicurity, till we know more of the na- 
ture both of mineral vapour and of fhe. This only we may 
obferve, that gunpowder will readily fire wfth a fpark, but 
not with the name of a candte : on the other hand, fpirits of 
wine will flame with a candle^ but not with a fpark ; but 
even here the caufe of this di(Ference is not, as yet, know0. 

[To be coniinued.'\ 
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A THING THAT ALL MANKIND AGREE IN. 

To the Editor of the VniUrJaVtJf s Mifcellany. 
Sir, 
If the following little eflfaiy is not inconfiftent with your planV 
(being extrafled from a printed work, viz. V Virtue's 
Friend,") by giving it a place in your refpeftable Mifcel- 
lany, I truft you will pleafe at leaft fome of your younger 
readers. Yours, with refpe^, CLIO. • 

SUK^DAY MORNING. 

IT was Sunday morning—- all the bells were ringing for 
church, and the ftreet^ wtre filled with people moving in 
all dire^ions. Here numbers of well-drefled perfons, and a 
train of charity children, were thronging in at the widedoor^ 
of a larg^, handfome chiirch. There a fmaller number, al-^ 
mod equally ^ay in drefs, were entering an elegant nieeting- 
Jioufe. Up one alley a Roman Catholic. congregation was 
turning into their retired chapelj every one crofling himfelf 
with a finger dipt in holy water, as he went in. The oppo- 
fite fide of the ftreet was covered with a train of qoakers, 
di(lingui(hed by their plain and heat attire, and fedate afpedy 
/who walked without ceremony into a room as plain as thena-^ 
Jelves, juuitoofc their feats, the men on one fide and the 
women on the other, in fijence.' A fpacious building was* 

• fiUe J 
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Ulled with an. over-flowing crowd of rncthodifts, decent and 
ferious in their denaeanour ; while a fmall focicty of baptifts 
in the neighbourhood quietly occupied their humble place of 
aifembly. Prefently the different fervices began't The 
churches refounded with the folemn organ, and with the in- 
diftinil murmur of a large body of people following the 
miniftet in refponfivc prayers. From the meetings were ' 
heard the flow pfalm, and the fingle voice of the leader of 
their devotions. The Roman Catholic chapel wa^ enliven- 
ed' by drains of mufic, the tinkling of a fmall bell, and a^ 
perpetual change of fervice and ceremonial. A profouhd'. 
filence and unvarying look and pofture announced the felf- 
recolle£lion and mental devotion of the quakers. ' 
. Mr. Ambrofe led his fon Edwin round all thefe different 
aflemblies as a, fpedator. Edwin viewed every thing with 
great attention, and was often impatient to enquire ot his fa- 
ther tlje meaning of what he faw . but Mr. Ambrofe would 
not fuffer him to difturb any of the congregations even by a 
whifper. When they had gone through the whole, Edwin 
found a great number of queftions to put to his father, who 
explained every thing to him in the beft manner he could. 
At length fays Edwin, " But why cannot all thefe people 
agree to go '^o the fame plape, and worfliip God the fame 
way ?"— 'f And why l])puld they agree r" replied hirfather. 
*• Do not you fee that people differ in an hundred other 
things ? Do they all drefs alike, and eat and drink, and keep 
the fanie hours, and ufe the fame diverfions t" — ^" Aye — but 
^hofe are things^ in which they have a right to do as they 
pleafi?^"— " And they have a, right to worfliip God as they 
pleaf<?. It is their own buPnefs, and concerns none but 
themfelves." — " But has not jGod ordered particularly ways 
of worfliipping hinaP '* — **He has direfted the mind and fpirit 
with \yhich he is to be worfliippcd, but not the particular 
form and manner. That is left for every one to chufe, ac- 
cording as fuits his temper and opinions. All thefe people 
like their own ways beft, and why fliould they leave Jt for 
the choice of anothej ?" Religion is one of the things in which 
mankind were made to differ.*^ 

The feveral congregations now began to be diftnifled, and 
the ftreet was again overfpread with perfons of all the dif- 
ferent feSs, going promifcuoufly to their rcfpeSive homes. 
it chanced that a poor man fell down in the ftreet, in a fit 
of apoplexy, and lay for dead. His wife and children flood 
foupd him crying aijdUmeming in the bittereft diftrefs. The 
' ;" * beholdcrss^ 
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beholders immetjiately flocked round, and with l(f6ks and c)i^. 
preflions pf the Warmed compaflion, gave him help. A 
churchman raifcd the man from the ground, by lifting him 
under his arms, \srhile a diflenter held his head, and wiped 
hi§ face with ^ Jiandjcerchief. " A Roman Catholic lady took 
opt her fmeliipg-bottle, and afliduoufly applied it to his nofe* 
A methodjft ran for acJoSor. A quaker fupported and com-i 
Ported the woman, and a baptiil took care of the children. 

JEdwin and his father were among the fpeftators. <* Here,** 
fald ^r. Ambrofc, " }s a thing In which mankind were madk 
to agree.*' ' 



Lietter to a Profejfor of Humanity at the Univerjity of Glafcowt, 

Dear Sir, 

YQOR very kiijd letter demanded a much earlier anfwcr| 
but unWillinghefs to put you to the expence of poftagd 
for what might probable be conceived my fpeculat ions,prevent- 
edmy writing; an opportunity now offering of writing to my 
brother, and through him to you, with picafurfe I embrace it. 
By the tep kingdoms into which the Rbpnan empire was 
divided, I underftand the whbic Weftcril extent of that go- 
vernment (Bt(hop Newton, in his DiflcrtationS, having, I 
thidk, fully proved, that in whatfoever manner it is'confi- 
dered, whether by the friends or enemies of the Romifli An- 
tichrift> by Proteftants, Deifts, or Atheifts, they cannot make 
more or lefs than ten, and all of them include Great Britain^ 
in the number). Every part of the" yreft^rn empire profefles 
Chriftianity, and till the prefent days of revolution, had na- 
tional religious eftablifliment^, and confequeRtly where An- 
tichriftian. The kingdom of Ch rift riot beiqg of this world, 
neither in fpirit or form. In the kingdoms of this woridtlic 
weahhieft or ftrongeft fit as chief, and the poorer and weaker 
wait upon them ; in the jcingdom of Chrift the wifeft an4 
meekefi fit as chief, and manifieft the greatnefs of their cha-j' 
raSer by being the fervants of all for Chrift's fake. The 
kingdoms of this world are upheld, and increafed by the 
power of the fword ; the oppreflbr rules the oppreffed. But . 
the kingdom of Chrift is upheld andjncreafed by the fpirit 
of truth, and love alone fways its fceptre over all the fub- 
jeds thereof. Rome was the feat of Antichrift ; there he 
fat, manifeftly a temporal prince, and exercifed a temporal 
power, under a fpiritual pretence, through every nation 
. ihaf ovvned his authority. In thofe nations called Proteftanr," 
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\l\t BeafthsiS ho jpowcr, but the Imd^}9fit hat^.which is tht 
i-eremblan<?e thereof, in its m^de 0^. goVernmeat^ Thcjft 
Ifbrcc not men, like tlie beaft, to belieCas they Joi; biU liiui 
iiim tljey fofce all to pay for the fappcMrt erf their woirihifrj 
&s atfo tythes to theijr priefts. Every Chriflian: if Called iGi 
the New Teftament a pricft, " Ye are a chofcA gtnctaXiotXg 
a royal priefthood." But they /reduce Chriftianity. to thj 
'dead letter of the Mofaic law, infteadof jcaufing the powc^ 
bf truth to be felt upon the heart that Chrlftiins might bii 
taught to offer (as pridts) themfiplVea a living facrifice iinto 
God, through th.e miniftration of Jefus of Nazareth, the grieat 
high priefl. You now behold the bead dyings the imigd 
thereof muftdie alfo; that when. he (hall come, whofe rigbt 
it is to reign, there may be no obft^icl^s to the univerfal re* . 
ception of the Gofpel> nor to the knowledge of <thp exceU 
iency, of the beauty and fimplicity of truth ; nor tothepxac-t 
tice of its precepts, if ^ou would read ^ver Biihop New-i 
ton on the Prophecies, I think you would be much Ibruck 
With the ten kingdoms of the Wcftern Romah empire,, and 
from frelh and daily illuftrations of the conduft of Providence 
^pply tKcm, and the prophecy of Daniel, and the Revela-tt 
tions, to things at the very door. , Every kingdom iiito which 
the four great monarc^hies have been divided, mufl be over-*- 
turned, ** i beheld till the thrones were ca(t down, and the 
ancient of days did fit/* Dan. vii. 9. 

To your fecond qtieflion I wifli I had time to be explicit. 
In Rev. xii. we find a defcriptidn of the ruin of Antichrif^i 
and we find it there recorded, that truth ihall be perfecuted 
iJyhim for 1^60 days. \Ve find, xiii, under different figures^ . 
the fame power^lefcribed, as having dominioti over the earth 
for 42 months, which itiultiplied by 30 is i2l5o days, com^' 
pare this with the angel defcribing to Daniel the length of 
the reignof Antichrift in the laft chapter, and'he <ialls it 1190 
days,andpronouncesable(IingonYhofe who wait to the 133:5" 
tlays. A prophetical day is defcribed in fcriptureas being* » 
:year ; and here are three difVlnd .J^eriods givfen, to underftand 
thern rightly we mufl know thet^'commencenlent, andiind 
Jbmc tprrefpondiftg ci'rcumflance at the clofci of the' periods,^ 
'to prove tbe truth of the date. In the year 532 thd Eropeforf 
l^hocas proclalmed'the Biihop of Rome to be the head of the 
churchy by the title of Univerfal Biihop, hereby difowning 
Jeius^ who had hitlierlo ber n ccnfid(ercd as fiich ; but Xh^ 
jEtoman Pontiff firfl, and afterward^ his image, fct.thert- 
felves in the temple, (the church) of God, faying that they 

Vol. II. Mm were 
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Wttt hencelorth ta\fc obeycdf as God ; for this purpofe thef' 
fliifogsued ttumy of the laws of Chriit, viany others they 
<ljbfcured by cooiinents without knowledge, and the re- 
mainder th^y rendet a iraUity, by enjoining many haws whic& 
be did not command. Here then is Anticbrrft— need I tell a 
Oreelt fcholar that ^nti Tignifies i%r— and therefore (for 
Chrift) can only mean a pretended friend, and what is- the 
Chrktiani y of the prefent day, and for ages pad, but int- 
qtfky and abominatron, as being diametrically oppofite to 
•Very thing he had cooHnanded. 

' In the 3iith chapter we find the clofeof the 1260 davs def^ 
crlbed by an earthquake, in which the tenth part of the city 
fell.— The city is here taken for the whole weftern Roman 
em^pire — as New Jerufalcm is often in the prophecies taker> 
. for the whole people of God, and is particularly fo, in Paul's 
Epiftles, and this book of the Revelations.^NoW adding 
1260 years to the year 532 brings it to 1 792 — that memorably 
epoch, when the tenth part of the Roman weflern empircy 
Fraficif fell by a political earthquake. — That it was France,. 
I infer from the i3th verfe, and in the earthquake were flaia 
of (names) of men (for fo it ought to be read) fcren thoufand. 
1 am almoft a(hamed to talk of languages before you— for I 
am but a dabbler. I would not do it, but I know your good- 
«efs will pardon, and if 1 am vvrong, your knowledge cor- 
feft. Seven Signifies fulnefs, fcven thoufand 1 therefore con- 
ceive to be a totality of mighty names — »and in that politi- 
cal earthquake all the mighty names perifticd. This then» 
I think confirms the period of the Commencement of the 
downfall of Anlichrift in 179^ ; and as Daniel fpeaks its 
^nal downfall to be 30 years after, I can't but think it wilt 
tike 3©^ years wholly 10 deftroy that baflard Chrifiianity,. 
the fpurious offspring of the adulterous intercourfe of church 
and ftate. 

Nd man in England more heartily deTefts French coitduA 
and principles than I do, they are indeed contrary to every' 
thing virtuous and lovely ; but was I In Arabitif I fliould fliud'- 
der at the awful effefts of the Simoon, ought I not alfo to 
warn thofe i^h© would be f<gorched by its poifonous heat, if I 
gave them not notice ?— 1 would not blow the fiery vapour ; 
but I fliould not dare to fit filent if I faw it commg.-^Jnd 
the remainder were affrighted and gave glory to G^\ this- 
will be fulfilled when it anfwers the end for which God ap- 
pomtedit — Infid€lFty,withall its horrors, gives glory to God^ 
by deftroying the weed" of fuperftkion whiih has fbr ages 
- pad 
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frail choaked the plant of truth ; and France, the mud foqol 
tain of infidelity will pour forth its torrentSi till it has de« 
luged the whole ChriXlian world, and the only deftin£tioa 
rhat fhall then be known among mankind, fliall be he that 
believeth in Jefusof Nazareth and he that believeth not. — 
Then that man who has fufficient holy boldnefs, to avow ht$ 
faith amidft the laugh of mankind, will manifeft it by his' 
pradlice ; but to accomplilh this purpofe, I conceive theprc- 
fent nefarious fyftem of government to be raifed up in 
Firance, nor do I think the expofing of their iiilquity, by 
every power in Europe, will injure their caufe ; but rather 
ferve to ftrengthen it. There is in the bofom of every man 
a principle of felf-love, in a Chriftlan it leads to do good 
to all, to bear and forbear with all, and even to fufFer for all ; 
for the prefent peace of mind that he derives from it, and for 
the happinefs he enjoys in confequcncc, from the hopes 
^ of realizing the great and precious promifes made unto him. 
In a man of the world fclf-love operates differently, it leads 
him into guile, opprefTion, and every iniquity, to procure 
the fancied happinefs that is to be derived from fuperior 
power, or gratification of the paflions ; now as the wealthy 
arc comparatively few, and thofe in want, or at le^ depend; 
^t upon them, numerous, the multitude will flatter them- 
felves, that fliould they be afllfted by the French, they Ihould 
attain their power, but avoid their excefs. Add to which, 
the middling clafs of mankind is now almoft deftroyed in 
England, and thofe that flill exlft, ard miferabl'e from the 
accumulating load of taxes, or diftipated from habit, or 
upon the point of "being cormpted by military money. 
Thoufands too live on the intereit of funded property-— in- 
ured to idlenefs andluxury ; a national bankruptcy muftenlill 
them under the banners of revolution, to enable them to iup«- 
po/t their helplefs fitwatlon. The (hare, therefore, that t 
cpnceive France vyill have in the accompli Ihment of thefe 
prophecies, i*, the being the foimtain from which the 
ilreams of overturning by force of arms, by corruption, and 
by example, that will deftroy Antjchrift in this and every 
other part of the Roman weilern empire. 

1 have never fecn the Philaqthrope ; Godwin's Enquiry Is 
but little read, yet more than it merits. It is a flimfy per«- 
formance, upon the foundation of the prefent French philo- 
fophy. I cannot hut conceive that the queftion concerning 
the fcriptures ought to be thus put ; i. Was iher&need for 

M ra 2 a rev#» 
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a revelation to, be made of the Deity unto Man ? 2. l§ HlR. 
Scripture^;, or any other religious fyfletn, that Revefation ? ' 
To thq firrt 1 would lay-i-as every child talks the languagq. 
of its parents, and cannot even think wjthout language, 
tile firft man and woman rauft of neceflity have been taiighf 
by thtir Maker to fp4;ak, iandas the attainment oflcnowledge 
by ipan is progreffive, and by imitation or inftruQion, they. 
muft* therefore have had a teacher, and the inftruSion hq 
gave them is revelation. 

'2. 1 think the Scriptures to be that Revelation mad© 
known unto man at various times, according to theimprove4 
capacity of the human mind — and ift. becaufe of the Ian- 

f;uage iQ which it is written. Every nation of the worl4 
jpeaking fome tjebrew, is to mean evident proof that their 
Various languages are bvit dialefls of the language of our fifft 
parents. 2. Its dodrines concerning Gcxi are perfe£Hy in 
conformity to what we would expeft from an -/^Imighty Be- 

' 3- '^s precepts, all add to the happinefs of mankind. 

4. Its philofophy is in union with nature, and every addi- 
tional difcovery only feryes to confirm it. 

5. Its threats are in union with what we dread, whilft its 
hopes (hew them to have been diflated by that Being whq. 
knew our heart. Much more might be written, but le4 
away by the fubjedl, I had almoft forgotten who I Vas writ- 
ing to, and that you are capable of teaching me ; but your 
kindnefs, I am confident, will confider it as a young mail 
avowing his faith to an old Chriftian, who will kindly tell 
him whefefoever he thinks he errs — I felt for your account 
jpf your lofies ; .1 have known what fuch fhings are, and my 
fieart has often bled, whilft my weeping eyes h^ve overflowed. . 
But hope has indeed flowed of late years into my bofom^ 
through my views of the boundlefs love of God; T now^ 
jiiourn not as J formerly did, my fchool education will be 
jfoon over— foon, fir, vvillour vocation come on, and you and . 
I fhall meet with friends, or parents or children, Wiih our 
forefathers, the fplrits of jufl: men made per fed, and the 
whole family of Cod. There fliall we unravel the myfte- 
rious windings of Providence, whilft delightful aftoniftiment 
burfts'frefii every moment upon our wondering minds. 
yV'bat is the overturning of kingdoms to us ?— what to us the 
lofs of property ?— we fhall not have to account for the talent 
'we poflefled not, but if we patiently endure fufferiogi the 
fpirit of Go4 and of glory will reft upon us. , - 

'. • '• • - « Yours,* &c. - 
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5^ jl/r- !• WjOod, i« qnfwfr to his ^ery, page 245. ^ .^ 

pear >ir, 
^jlj^OUR friendly ktter, in the }ail Mifcellany, lies befon; 
X iBc> accept my thanjks fpr the iree manner in vv.hicj| v 
you have remarked Mpo" P*rt oi a difcourfe, delivered by^mc, 
on the do^rioe of the Univerfal Reftorauon. The free difc 
Vruflion of fubjedls is v/hat I moft heartily approve, believing 
that 'the more truth is fcrutinized, in a chriftian fpirit, the 
Jbetter it will be underilood : and that virhat we preach and 
write can be of no real ufe, any further than it is carefully 
examined by our hearers and readers. I do not conceive th^ 
there is any material di^crence between your ideas and mine, 
upon the point now in queltion, of which perhaps you will 
J}e conyinced in the fequel. Whether your mifunderftand- 
ing me, w'as, or was no^, owing to my not fufEciently ex- 
plaining myfelf, is what I will not ntvf difcufs; it might b^ 
as yoM fuppofe : I was apprehe'nfive at the time that the ex-* 
/tenfivencfs of the fubjed I had to inveftigatc that evening* 
would prevent my fufEciently explaining myfelf on every, 
point ; however this might be, your communication gives ma 
an opportunity of reflating a point which I think of great 
importance, on which account, as well as for your fatisfap- 
tion, I gladly take up my pen to reply. 

For the fuccefs of the doftrioe of the Univerfal Reftoration, 
J moft ardently pray becaufe I believe it is calculated for 
the greateft pra^ical utility ; but in attempting to diffufe 
and promote it, I think it neceflary to guard with the ut- 
moft care againft its abufe : and what doftrine cf revelation, 
bowever ufctul in itfelf, has not been abufed ? Was I toflato, 
it in fuch a loofe and ihdifinite manner, as would lead per- 
fons to think lightly of the peculiar advantages, refuhing. 
from the prefeni belief of, and obedience to the gofpel, (hould 
hot \ bV atcountabie for the confequences? Should not I 
thereby ftrengthcn thofe who oppofe it, in their oppofition ?* 
Believe me, Sir, the' diftindions which you heard me make, 
between the reftoration andfeveral other things, arofe from a 
full' convi£5tion that fuch diftiiiiftions really exift, — from a 
-wifh to imprefs the minds of my hearers, with the vaft im- 
Ddrtance of receiving' and obeying the truth, in the prefent 
ilate, and from a perfuafion that fuch diftinilions would en- 
able us, the more readily, to obviate fome of the ftrongeft ob- 
Jediohs which are brought againft the final happineft of all 
mankinds - The 
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The propofition to which your query relates, is ** TTiat 
the Univerfal Reftoration differs from the part(on of fin/* 
Whet)i<y thefe were, or were not, precifely my words, nay- 
memory does not fufficicntly ferve me at, prefent to fay ; let 
them pafs as fuch, only now give me leave to vary the lan- 
piage, to render the meaning the more evident. '* The finat 
reftoration of thofe who die in their fins, diflfers from the for- 
givencfs, or pardoo of fm, as now received through the be- 
lief of the gofpel.' Forgivencfs of fins, as fpoken of in the 
NewTeftament, includes the remiflion of punilhment: thofe 
who receive, and die in the enjoyment of the pardon of their 
fins, will not he condemned and punifhed for them in a fu- 
ture ftate, for <* there is no condemnation to them which arc 
in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flefli, but after the 
fpirit ;** Rom. viii. l. but thofe ^o do not now receive the 
forgivenefs of fins, through the belief of the gofpel, will be 

runifbed hereafter, though they will afterwards be reftored^ 
s there not a deardiftinftion between being fo pardonedas 
lo have the moft dreadful punifliment reqiitted, and the being 
reftored to happinefs after that dreadful punifliment has been 
experienced r The Lord when fpeaking of the fervant who 
owed ten thoufand talents, mentions his being forgiven for a 
time, and afterwards condemned to fufFer till he Ihould have 
paid all that he owed.. Matt. chap, xviii. Can we help fee- 
ing that forgivenefs, as mentioned in the paffage cited, in- 
tended a remiiTion of punifhinent for a time? Js not the 
word pardon fo underftood among men: If we hear that a 
criminal is pardoned, we undcrftand that he will poi be exe- 
cuted for his crimes, that he will not receive the punifliment 
which he muft oiherwife have received. If we hear that a 
criminal is punifhed according to his crimes, we do.not fay 
. that he is pardoned. Pardon and punilhment, in fu<!h cafes, 
ftand in oppofition to each oth^r. 

/The above reafoning I applied, in attempting to anfwcr 
the ohjedion brought againlt the dodlrine of Univerfal Re, 
floration, founded upon what is faid concerning the blaf- 
phemy againft the Holy Ghoft. Matt. xii. 31, 32. " The 
Wafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft fliali not be forgiven unto 
men ; neither in this world neither in the v^rorld to come.'' 
Upon which words I find an inquiry in page 251 of the Mif- 
cellany. Mark iii. 29. *' But he that (hall hlafpheme againft 1 
the Holy Ghoft hath never forgivenefs." Luke xii. 10. *^ But 
unto him that blafphemeth againft the Holy Ghoft, it (hall 
not be forgiven." I am faiisficd that aioni, the word which the 

jtrajiflat^rs' 



•JfUE UNIVJ:RSALIST^S MTfeqEtLANYrf 271 

tranflators have rendered ivorld^ in the firft of thefc pafi^ge^ 
ought to be rendered age^ and that aioni inihefecond ought hot 
to be rendered never ; but that the palfage ought to be trans- 
lated hath not fr.rgivenefs to the age, inltead oi bath nt^er forghe^-* 
fiejs. Yet I have thought it poflible to prove that the above 
paffages, even a$ they ftand in the national tranflation, by na 
means prove the endlefs pnniflimentt even of thofc who 
blafphcme againft the Holy Ghoft. 1 have fometimt s attempts 
ed this, for two reafons; firft, that I might meet the unlearn- 
ed with all their prejudices in favour of the common tranf- 
lation, upon their own ground ; fecondly, to Ihev^ that our 
ol)je6lions to the common rendering of feveral words in them^, 
do not arife from our not being able to reconcile fuch render- 
ing with the doftrine we maintain ; but from a fincere love 
of corre<S^ biblical knowledge. I have argued that if itcaiv- 
not be proved that God hath threatened any finner with end-. 
lefs puniflimcnt, and I firmly believe it cannot, and if foi- 
givenefs includes the remiffion of puniftiment, thenitfollows 
tOiai ihofe whofe punffhment is not. at all remitted, but who 
fufFer the whole of what is threatened, will not be forgiven, 
neither in this world nor that to come: that is, naec- 
cy will not interpofe with a pardon, to prevent the fuU 
execution of their fentence upon them. If they be punifhed 
both in this world and the next, according to tlie divine 
threatening, may it not be faid they are not forgiven in either- 
worlds ? If mercy do not interpofe to prevent the full exe- 
cjuttdn of their threatened punilhment, can it be ever faid they 
receive forgiven efs, in the fenfe in which the word is ufed in 
the Ne^Teftament, as including remiffion of punifhment ? 
This I tnink will be the cafe with thofe who blafpheme 
ag'aipft the Holy Ghoft ; but it by no means follows that they 
will endlefsly remain in a ftate of punifliment, that is what 
God hath no where threatened,— they may fufFer all the 
puhiftiment he jiath threatened, be afterwards rettorcd, and 
made ultimately happy. There was la time when Europe 
was called the old world, and America the new world ; to il- 
liiftrate our fubjefl:^ we will fuppofe that at that time a crimi- 
nal was condemned to fufFer a certain duration of puaiih- 
ipent in a n'qifome dungeon in Europe, and afterwards to be* 
tranfpojted to, and endure a' long period of fuffbrings in^ 
America. If he fuffered the whole of his fentence, in both 
Europe and America, could it bt faid that he was pardoned 
cither in the old or the new world, his punifhment in neither 
bemg remitted, but the whole of it laid upon him ? if af- 

tervvards 
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^trwarcti he was reftorcd to his native land, to tbe bo&m or 
Ibctcty, arid placed in a happy fiftuation, this would not pfove 
that pardon had intcrpofed to prevent the full execution of hW 
jfentence. If the government which condemned him, anrf 
^^ecuted his puhiflirhent upon him, did it with a view -to his 
tcformation, that he might be prepared for happinefs, anrf 
ttfefulnefs in fociety ; and if at the termination of his punifli-- 
ment, the fame government wiped away his tear§, piit aaeftrf 
to all his pains and for^ows, and placed him in a ftate of hap- 
pinefs, would it not reflert the higheft honour upon the juf- 
tice, wifdom, andgoodnefs, of that government ? You know* 
h6w to apply thefe things to the fubjefl befote iis. 

So far as pardon relates to God's manifefting a forgiving 
difpofition, and as it is expreffive of creatures being deliver- 
ed from the feelings of guilt and wrath, I perfedlly agred 
with you that it will be enjoyed by every creature that hath 
finned, intheUnivcrfal Relloration ; bilt confidered as includ- 
ing a remiflion of punilhment, I muft.ftill contend that it i^' 
reftriflcd to tkofe wlio believe and obey the gofpel. It ohly^ 
remains for me to fhew, that the diftin<ftion which I make 
between forgivenefs and reftoration, does not involve us in' 
fuch difficulties as you lapprehend. 1 never fuppofed that 
mere puniftiment could of itfelf, fimply contidered, eradicate 
fin from the minds of criatures, and fit them for the fociety 
<rf^he righteous ; the love of God will do both the one rind the 
other ; but the love of God will do it by thofe means whicH 
feem bed to infinite wifdom, juftice, and goodrfefs, and' 
ataong thofe means I conceive the future punilhment of the 
wicked to be included. You will agree with me, that all the 
punifhment to be inflided upon the wicked, either here or 
hereafter, muft be infliSed for fomc wife and benevolent 
purpofe, otherwife it would be unworthy of God to inflift it. 
And what end, but their recovery from fin, and ultimate hap- 
pinefs, can be fuch ? Is it not rational to fuppofe, that ppnim- 
riient originating in infinite wifdom, proceeding from the God 
of infinite holineft and love, and executed by his perfeii juf- 
tice, muft have the deftru6lion of fin, and the ultimate hap- 
piriefs of thepunifhed, for its objeft ; and that a Qod of infi- 
nite' power is capable of making it conducive to that end ?, 
Does it not app6ar from the general tenor of fcripture, that 
all phyfical evil is intended either for the^reventioii, or re- 
itioVal of moral evil ? And what is it that prevents the happi- 
^fefs of cjreatures, but moral evil ? 

ii0 
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I do not fuppofe that " the damned wiUbc reftpred on the 
^ound of their haVing fuffered the full penalty of the law of 
God ;" for hzd they fuffered /ha/^ I have no idea that the law- 
could have reftdred them, that being properly the work of 
Chrift, ** who is the reftorer of i\\ men." I do not confider 
^he future piiniflirrtent of men merely as a penalty, but as al- 
together corredive, ahd intended to proihote their recovery 
from fin, and therefore as founded in tnercy and love, as well 
a's in juftice : confeqiietitly, though the whole of the threaten- 
ed punifhmeht (hould be inflidled tipbn them^ without a par- 
don being interpofed to cut it Ihort, it will not involve the 
idea that mercy has nothing to do with their recovery, feeing 
imercy and love are at the foundation of all the dealings of 
God with them, eVeh of all the punifhment he will lay upon 
thera. Sinners will not be reftored merely on the ground of 
their haying fuffered the full demerit of their fins, as a man k 
liberated from prifon, when he has difcharged a debt for 
•which he was confined, fimply on the ground of his having 
idifcharged it, whatever be theftate of his mind ; but becaufe 
their punifhment, which the God of love knows how to mear 
jfure out to them, fo that it (hall certainly anfwer the end 
which he intends it fhould anfwer, will have had its proper 
efFed in bringing them to a proper ftate of mind, to receive 
the mercy and grace of God, in their reftoration and final 
happinefs. God in punifhing creatures does not fo much 
confult their abfolute demerit, as he does his own wifdom 
and love," for mercy has to do with his rendering to them ac- 
cording to their works. Pfalm Ixii* I2i 

As without the exercife of divine mercy towards finners, 
whatever punifhment they might fufFer, they could not be re- 
covered to purity and happinefs ; fo without a Saviour they 
tnuft have perifhed, but 1 fee not how they could have been 
reftored ; therefore the afferting that thofe who die in their 
fins will not be pardoned, but fufferwhat God hath threaten- 
ed thenj with, and afterwards be reflored, by no means im- 
plies that there is no need for Jefus, in their cafe : feeing it 
is by him they will be both punifhed and reftored. Chrift 
hath received power over them, — hath given himfelf a ranfoin 
for them,— is mediator between God and them, — will jndgc 
aiid punifh them, in pi:der that they may be fubdued unto him, 
and delivered up to the Father, at the termination of the medi-f 
atorial kingdom, that God may be all in all : in other words, 
'that they may be reftored to purity and happinefs. His 
punifhing the wicked will be as much a mediatorial ad, as 

Vol. 11. Nn hk 
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his now pardoning thofc who believe is, the one, as welt aJ 
the other, will be an exercife of that authority which he hath 
received on the ground of his obedience to death. John xvii. 
^. I Tina. ii. 5- 6. i Cor. xv. ^8. Phil. ii. 8, 9. 

If what I have now Written be not fatiifaftory, 1 Ihall hold 
tnyfelf ready to fuch further explanation as you may call for^ . 
»nd remain, Dckr Sir, 

Your fellow fervant in Chrift Jefus, 

Wijbeach, Sept. 7* 1798. R. WRIGHT. 

m \ . ■ '■ ' -J 

MeShod of Preventing the Dry Rot in Timber. /^ Robert 
BATSON,"i^y. From the Iranfa^ions of the Society for the 
Encouragement of ArtSy AlanufatiureSy and C$mmer^. 

THE thanks of this fociety were given to Robert Batfon, 
of Limehoufe, Efq. for the following communtcati- 
ons relative to the dry rot in timber ; and it, is requefted, that 
any perfonS who may think proper to repeat Mr. Batfon's^x-* 
beriment, will favour the iocieiy with fotric' account of the re- 
lult. Sir — The Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
hufaftures, and Commerce, continuing to offer a premium 
for difcovtring the caufe of the dry rot in timber, and dif- 
clofing a certain method of prevention, I beg leave to lay 
^before them an account of a method 1 have put in prac- 
tice and which at prefeht appears to tne to have fully fire- 
ceeded. 

The dry rot having taken place in one of my parlours^ 
In fuch a manner as to require the pulling down part of 
'the wainfcot every third year, and perceiving that, it Was 
from a damp ftagnated air, and from the moifture of the 
'earth, 1 determined, in the month of June 1783, to build a 
toarrow clofet next the wall through which the damp came 
io the parlour ; which hadthe defired effed : but, though \t 
put a total ftop to the rot in. the parlour, the evil foon ap-^ 
J)carecl in the clofet ; fungi of a yellow colour arofe to si 
great degree, in varit)tis parts of it. In the autumn of the 
year 1786, the clofet was locked up about ten weeks "^ oh 
opening it, numerous fungi vvere obferved about the low^r 
bart of it, and a white mould was fpread by a plant refem- 
bling a vine or fea-weed, and the whoje of the infide^ china, 
&c. was covered with a fine powder of the colour of brick- 
dull. It being then cleared out, 1 foon perceived what in- 
Indecd, I did not cxpeft, that the evil had impregnated the 

wood 
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wood fo far ^s to run through every fhelf therein, and the 
brackets that fupported theni ; it had alfo feized upon and 
deftroyed a moveable board for breaking fugar on. I there- 
fore, in the .beginning of the year 1787, determined to ftrip 
the whole clofet of lining and floor, and not kave a particle 
of the wood behind, and alfo to dig and take away about 
two feet of the earth in depth, and leave the w^lls to dry, 
fo as to deftroy the roots and feeds of the evil. When by 
time and the admiffion of air, and good brulhing, it had be-, 
come fufficiently dry and clcanfed, I filled it of fufficient 
heightfor my joifts, with anchor- fmiths* ^(hes ; knowing ihat 
no vegetable would grow in them. My joifts being fawed 
off to their proper lengths, and fully prepared, they and the 
"plates were well charred and laid upon the afties ; particular 
aireflions being given that not any fcantling or board might 
be cut or planed in the place, left any duft or (havings might 
drop among the afhes. My flooring boards being very dry, 
J caufed them to belaid clofe to prevent the <\in getting 
down, which 1 thought in a courfe of time, might bring on 
vegetation. The framing for lining the clofet was then 
felled up, having all the lower pannels let in to be^faftcned 
with buttons only, that in cs^fe any vegetation fliould arifc;,' 
the pannels might with eafe be taken out to examine them. 

This having now been done upwards of fix years, and no 
vegetation or damp appearing, the whole of the pannels and 
floor remaining in the fame ftate as when firft put iq, I (hal| 
have a fatisfaftion in taking a part of the floor up, if th« 
fociety thiplf proper to j^ppoint a committee to examine the 
place. 

If what I have produced txieets the approbation of th^ 
fociety, I wifli it made public under their fanflion, that as^ 
full a trial as poflible may be made of it ; and if at a pro- 
per diftapce of time it proves of general utility, any honor 
rary to^en of this fociety 's approbation vvill be received 
with much fatisfaftion by me, 

I think \t may be highly neceflary, in fome fituations tO[ 
take out a greater depth of earth ; and where afhes can ha 
had from a foundery, they are fully equal to thofe of anchor- 
fihiths' ; but by no means depend upon houfe-^lhes. 

1 am, Sir, your very humble fervant, 
ROBERT BATSON. 

l^imehdufey Dec<, J^ ^793- 

Mr. Moore, , 
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In confegupncc of the foregoing letter, a committee waaj 
appointed to examine and report the ftatc of the clofet ; who 
having met on the 15th May 1794, and thewainfcot being 
taken down, and flooring boards taken up, they were aU 
found entirely free from any appearance of the rot ; and 
from 4II the circumftances then obfe^ved, it w^s the opinioi^ 
of the committee, that the method advifed by M**- Batfon, 
"wl^en fully and completely put in execution, appeared tq 
have anfwered cyery iqteniion mentioned in his letter ; and 
this opinion feemed the more juftly founded, as two pieces of 
' \yood, yellow fir, which had been driven into the wall as 
plugs, without being previouljy c^iarred, were affe£led with 
the rot. 

Should the niethod advifed by Mr. Batfon, be farther, 
tried by any pcrfons, accounts of the fuccefs attending then^ 
will be thankfully received by the fociety, addreffed to their 
Secretary, Samuel Moore, Efq. in the Adelphi. . 

It may not be amifs to mention, that quicklime has beeti 
faid toa'nfwer very \yell, when ufed infteacj of the anchor- 
fmiths' alhes recommended in Mr. Batfon's letter. 



J^etter agatnjl Annihilation and cndleji Miferyi, J^y Mr.PuR vis»' 

Dear Sir, 

IHA VE the happ'^nefs, or nriisfortune, to entertain fevera^ 
opinions that are very unpopular with many pious peo- 
ple, I fay happinefs or misfortuncy becaufe if thefe opinions 
^re founded in truthy I think it my happinefs to entertain 
them, however generally they may be oppofe^ : and if they 
have no foundation in truthy I think it my misfortune to en- 
tertain them, however pleafing the thoughts of them may be 
to me. I have therefore a confiderable ftrong propenfity to 
impart thefe, when I think a proper occafion offers, efpe^ 
cially to perfons of judgment and candor, that if they be 
right, others may fhare of the benefit, and if they are wrong, 
I may have an opportunity of being better'informed r as yoii 
ftand in the fame predicament, in fome meafyre ; and as I 
did, and ftill do think you a perfon of candour arid jiidgment 
I offer to your confideration an unpopular opinion. It feems 
to be a truth, however melancholy it may be, that nia:ny per- 
fons have entertained very wrong opinions, and yet have 
thought they were fupported by fcripture : and while that is 
tne cafe it is impoflibk to perfuade them to quit thefe opi- 

,nions ; 
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ntons ; for no perfon who has a due regard to the fcnptures, 
will quit an opinion that he thinks he believes upon fcripturq 
jeftimony, tifl by reconfidering.that tcftimony he is convinced 
that he has miftakcn tlje picaning of the paflage or paflTages on 
yrhich his wrong opinion is founded. As I intend at pre^^ 
ient only to explain my nf^eaning in thofe paflages in my let- 
ters to you, which yon mention as moft exceptionable, I fjope, 
my dear fir, that you vyill excufe the trouble I give you in . 
this matter. J faid in my letter, that the fcriptures tertify^ 
that death is to be deftroyed as the lad •nemy according to 
I Cor. XV. 26 ; now if this death means no more than the 
death which mantind are fubjeft to in this world, and if this 
jieath be deftroyed by the refurreftion of all that (hall have 
been under it? power at the general judgment, which I ' 
f hink is as evident as ^ny thing can be, then it will feem to 

follow, that either there will be no more enemies —— 

^vhen all are raifed from the firft death, or no more enemies 
Jo be deftroyed, or the apoftle's teftimony is not to be cre- 
dited ^ when he fays <* The lajitnemy that jhall he dejiroyrd is 
4e.aih^ becaufe the fcriptures maintain that there will be 
many enemies after the general refurre£lion, and that thefe 
>vill be punilhed with amnion dellnidion after the general 
judgment, — I was led by the above text, in conneflion with 
/everal others, to think that the death there mentioned, as 
*' The lajl enemy that jhall he deftroyed^ behoved to be the fecond 
death: fmte I could not conlider that death as the lafi enevty 
which i^ to be deftroyed, before many of the enemies of Cbrift 
are deftroyed. you feem to think that the firft death will be 
(deftroyed by being caft into the lake of fire, becaufe it is faid, 
•< Death and Hades were caft into the lake of fire.'* The 
notion th^t I formed pf this text was, that death and hades 
are put for th^m who had been in thefe ftates, as the earth is 
fometimes named for its inhabitants, or that the punifhment 
of fin, or the fruit of it called the bands and pains of deith, 
or hades, wuuld all be included in the lake of fire into which 
the wicked will be caft immediately after the general judg- 
nient. You fay '* t|ie deftrqftion of death x:annot be con- 
pedSed with the reftoraition and falvation of the wicked, be- 
caufe the deftruftion of death will be at the fame time and 
accompany the deftru6lion of the wicked : the fire into which 
death and the grave will be caft in order to their deftruflion, ' 
is that verj lake of fire, into which all who are not found 
written in the book of life will be caft." — According t^ 
thefe words, you allow that death cxifts in the lake of- fire ; 
^ for 
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for nothing can be prcdifled of that which hath no exii!l« 
cnce, and you fay it is caft into the lake of fire in order t(> 
its deftrudion; this is juft what I believe as to that particular, 
and cannot exprefs my opinion about death being caft intQ 
the hke of fire in better words. But though our words are 
the fame, our ideas mud be very different, fome way.ojr 
other* fince the conclMfiorts we draw are fo very oppofite ; 
this mfFerence, may perhaps, be owing to the different ideas 
we have of thp de(lru6lion of death. 1 would alk what do 
you judge is meant l>y its being d^Jlroyedf does its defiruclion 
denpte its endUfs miration, or does it denote its utter aboH^ 
tion? Your conclulion J think requires thp lirft, mine the^ 
laft ; but can any two things be more oppofite than the de-^ 
ftrudion of a thing and its endlefs exiftence r I copfefs that 
fuch is the prefcnt Itate of my mind, that I can no more fe- - 
parate the idea of death from the deftru(^ion of life — than I 
can fepar:|te the idea of darknefs^'rom the abfence of light, 
por can I feparate the idpa of life from the deftruflion of 
death, any more th»n I can feparate the idea of light from the 
abfence of darknefs. Now unlefs you can maintain that- 
the deftruflion of death means its endlefs exiftence, (which 
I hope upon more deliberate reflexion you will not fee fuf- 
ficient ground to do) you will, I humbly thjnk, fee c^ufenot 
to confider the do6lrjne of univerjal rejicration^ fo unfcriptM- 
ral and abfurd, as it at firft fight appeared to you. I alfo faicl 
in my letter to you, ** that if we may fiippofe that the fire 
of the lake or fecond death is to be the inftrument or means 
by which the moft proud will be humbled, and the moft in-r 
attentive niade to liflen to the faving t^?uth, then we may con- 
clude, that when difobedience is overcome and the enmity, 
dellroyed, then the iron rod will be broken, and death will bet 
deftroyed, truly and properly as the laft enemy. On this paf- 
fage you are pretty fevere, when you fay, ** that the <le- 
ftrudion of his enemies (hould be for their projiiy that he, 
fliould kill them to bring them to their fenfesj and caufe them, 
to lijien to the faving truth, are ideas that I am totally unac* 
quainted with." — I can hardly think you are altogether un- 
acquainted with the idea of deJlruSlion being a kind of nega- ^ 
tive profit for the enemies of God, fince you feem to think 
that their deftruSion is the efFeA of divine love or mercy, it 
being more profitable or better for them to be deftroycd than 
to be eternally miferable, as many have abfurdly taught. I 
did not fay be killed them to bring them to their fenfes, &c. 
though I acknowledge, thaf death and being tilled, generally 

denote 
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idcnote much the fame thing, yet I am not certain that thefc 
terms always imply iiifcnfibiiiiy, it at leaft is not uncommon 
for perCons to be fenfible of what kills them before death 
takes place. I fuppofe, that like me, you are not well ac* 
quainted with the idea, that God Ihonid make a perfon mad 
or deprive him of his reafon to bring him to the know!edg6 
of his government, yet though J cannot fee how it was fo, 
I beKevfe there was a fuitablcnefs in the difpcnfation, when 
Tome kindof madnefsor want of reafon was inflided on'Ne- 
biich'adnazzar, to maJ:e him know that the Moji Hi^h ruled in the 
kingdom if men: this extraordinary cafe, is perhaps recorded, 
^hat we might learn not to be too peremptory in pronounce- 
ing abotit the fuitablenefs of means in the hand of God to 
Iproduce/w^j which we cannot fee to be conneded with them. 
However, as you, I fuppofe, have been accuftomed to unitcf 
'the idea of death, efpecially the fecond death, whh that of 
total infenfibility or non-exiftence, I think it the lefs ft range 
J'ou Ibould think my exprcflion very ridiculous ; but though 
it may appear a very wrong notion, I have not always united 
thefe ideas whh the term death. When the Apoftle Paul fays, 
he was in deaths often, I do not think he meant that he was 
often in a ftate of total infenfibility, but that he was often 
in great dangers and fufFered great difafters : befides, I am 
riot certain but the expreflion " for thy fake we are killed 
all the day 7(?w^, "means much the fame thing, I rather think it 
does. The word death being thus u fed in fcripture, has made 
me doubt whether the /^r/?;7</^<f^3f/A denotes a ftate of total infen- 
fibility or not, though I am inclined to think that the aeonian 
fufferings of the wicked will terminate in total infenfibility 
or total extindion of life, as that feems to be the proper im- 
^rt of the word death, I therefore did not mention death alone 
as the inftrument by Which the proud would be. humbled, and 
'the moft inattentive made to liften to the faving truth, but as 
it Would be in connexion with the lake of fire or fecond 
death, &c. — Npw I think it is abundantly evident, that tliofe 
^ho are fubjcded to the operation of that fire whicH is fatd 
to be the fecond death, -will not be infenfible of its operati- 
ons; at leaft for fome time, whatever may be the ifiuesof thefe 
operations: and though they terminate in total infenfibility 
for a feafon, it will not certainly follow from thence, that 
upon a recovery from that ftate of infenfibility, their faliitary 
-«ffe£ls will not be moft happily experienced. It is faid, 
Pf. cxli. 6, When their Jiidges are overthrown in fieny places^ 
iheyJhaH hem" my words, for they are (or will then be) fweet. 
, To 
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.To be overthrown and defiroyed^ arc terms of much the fame 
iignification in fcriptuie ; yet fuch as are overthrown are 
faid to hear or become attentive; and if it be the judges of 
the earth that are here fpok^n of, it fcems not unlikely that . 
this overthrow may refer to their being caft down into per- 
xiition, when the terrors of God's judgments^ which they 
would not receive the knowledge of by faith,, will be fo felt 
as to convince them experimentally of the bitter fruits of 
their own devices, and the fweet and faluiary eifeSs of the 
word of God. The words j;Sd HO be jadi Jelang rendered 
injicnyplacis (and which literally read, /«, into^ or by the hands 
ot the rock) may fitly fignify either the calling down of" the 
wicked by. the hand of Gotl, who is fometinies called tL 
.rock ; or the hands of a rock may here reprefent the fiery btT 
dignation and wrath y through which wicked judges, as well 
as other men, will defcend into deftrufiion : for as when i 
perfon or number of perfons are caft down a high and rugged 
rock, the projcfiing parts, like hands, would affcdi them ia 
their defcent : fo the aeonian fufFerings of the wicked 
through which they are to defcend into death, (fuppofing 
that to be the iffiie) will, I apprehend, moft fenfibly afFeft 
them in their defcent. I therefore think this cxpreffion of 
the Pfalmift (whatever other fenfts it may be capable of) 
exhibits the perdition of ungodly men by a ftriking and fit 
iimilitude, atid beautifully intimates at the fanic time, that the 
final ifTue would be good, as it is faid in another place, Pf. 
Jxviii. 20. " Unto God the Lord belong the iJJ'ues of deaths* 
and all things that belong to him are good. Again it is faid, 
Pf. cxxxviii. 4. " All the kings of the earth Jh all praije thee^ 
O 'Jehovah, when they hear the w$rds of thy mouth.** 1 fuppofc 
you will agree with me, that many of the kings of the earth 
ar^d their judges have been far from doing this as yet ; that 
their general charader is, that inftead of praifing Jehovah 
and hearing his word, they combine againft him and his 
anointed. Now when is it that all the kings of the earth 
hear the words of Jehovah and praife him ? They furely 
have not all done it in this world, and therefore if thefe words 
are true they muftdoit in fome after difpenfatlon ; when, as 
Ifaiah prophefies (chap. xxiv. 21. 22.) Jehovah fhall have 
puniftied the hoft of the high ones that are on high and the 
kings of the earth upon the earth, and vifited them after their 
many days imprifonnient. Whatever fenfes have been put 
upon ths paflTage, or whatever events in this 'world it may 
^ have a partial reference to, I apprehend it muft ultimately 

refer 
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Met to that time, when the prince of ^he power of the air^ 
and air the fpiritual wickednefles in high places, called the 
ic^ of the high ones that are on htgh^ and the kings of the earth 
Jand their aflbciates, who have combiiied againft Jehovah and 
iagainft his Anointed, (hall all be conflgned to one common, 
puniihment ; when the earth, the theatre of their wigked-- 
Befs, (hall be turned into a lake of fire, and become the thea-v 
tre of their punifliment till after the many days of aeoniaa, 
deftrudion, they (hall be vifited with the tender mercies of 
Jehovah, That this palTage ultimately refers to thefe events^ 
appears Very evident to me ; for who can we underftand to be 
intant by the hoft of the high ones that are on high, whoaro 
firft arid diftinftly mentioned from the kings of the earth, 
but thofe fpiritual wickedneflTes that feem to have been firft 
in the tranfgreflTion ? And when can we find a time> that ^ 
Commoil punifhment will be inflided on them and wicked 
men, biit when they (hall be caft into'the lake of fire ? An4 
if this pafTage ultimately refers to thefe events, a time of vifi-? 
tation will await thofe who (hall be cad into the lajke of fire^ 
however diftant the period may be from the time of their be-» 
ing cad into it. , 

\Tq he continued^ .^ . : 



An Account of the ' celebrated extraordinary Genius j JoHM 
Henderson, B. A, 

OF this much celebrated young man, whofe extraordina- 
ry acquirements attrafted the notice, arid even com- 
irianded the refpeS of Dr. Johnfoix> feveral accounts have 
been publifhed, and much eulogium hath been pronounced. 
By many he has been fuppofed to emulate the variety and 
cxtentof knowledge poffeired by the admirable Crichton ; and^ 
like that eccentric chara6ler, he has left little for pofterity t0 
form a judgment of the truth of thofe praifes which have beea 
^>eftowed upon him. 

He was born at Bellegarance, near Limerick, in the king- 
dom of Ireland, on the 27th of March, 17571 of very pious 
and refpeSable parents. He received his education among 
the Methodifts ; and at eight years of age he underftood Latin 
(b well, as to be able to teach it at Kingfwood fchool. At 
^twelve, he taught the Greek language, in the fchool of Tre- 
vecka, \A Wales, to men, feveral of whom were double his 
age. The governor of the college, at, .that time was the 

VojL. II. Oo Rev. 
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Rev. Mr. Fletcher*, late Vicar of Madcley, a clei^ymltf 
highly iiftinguifhed for the fervour of his piety and the live- 
linefs of his imagination. Some difagreement taking placef 
"With this gentleman and thofe who had the fupcrintendance 
of the college, he was difmiffed, together with young Hender- 
fon, who foon after, at the age of 24 years, went to Oxford, 
was entered of Pembroke college, and in due time, took the 
degree of Batchelor of Arts. From the time of his entrance 
into the college, his life paflTed with little variety, and no ad- 
Tenture. His third after knowledge appears to have been un* 
abated and unobtruded ; he was admired, and generally rc- 
fpeSed ; and he acquired habits, fome of which brought him 
into the notice of the world, almoft as much as his talents. 
Some of thefe traits of charafter having been depified by one 
•who appears to have known him well, I (hall give in the 
words. of their author, who was alfo of Pembroke college, 
and thus defcribes Mr. Henderfon's appearance when was 
firft introduced to him : <* His cloaths were made in a fafhion 
peculiar to himfelf ; he wore no ftock or neckcloth ; his 
buckles were fo fmall as not to exceed the dimenfions of an 
ordinary knee-buckle, at a time when very large buckles 
were in vogue. Though he was then 24 years of age, he 
wore his hair like a fchool boy of fix. 

" Mr. H.'js temper was mild, placable, and humane. He 

{)rofefled that he was ready to ferve any individual as far as 
ay in his power. His benevolence knew no bounds, and his 
liberality was fo diffufive, that it fubmitted with difficulty to the 
circumfcription of a narrow income. He was fond of foci- 
cty and well qualified to fhine in it. He was frank, open, 
and communicative, averfe to fufpicion, and untindured with 
pride and morofenefs. His mode of life was (ingular. He 
generally retired to reft about day-break, and rofe in the af- 
ternoon; a practice, however,.that was frequently interrupted 

• 'Tis Ibmewhat extraordinary that fo great a manias Mr. Fletcher^ 
has not beeti mentioned in any of our biographical Di6lionaries.-— Sureiy 
they may find fome materials in Mr. Wefley's life of him.— Now I 
have mentioned thefe biographical gentlemen, I fhould be glad to knovr 
%vhy they have given tis no account of that truly pious and eminent cha*> 
;ra«er, William Law, B. A. author of the '« Serious Call to a De- 
vout and Holy Life j" a work that had a great effeft on the mind a£ 
Br, Johnfon 5 from his reading that work, he dated his firft ferious im- 

Jreifions of religion,— Mr. L. is alfo much quoted by Dr. johnfon, ih 
is Diftionary.— Even Hendcrfon, the fubjcft of jthc prcfent article, is 
(I believfe) only to be found in Jcnes's Pocket Biographical Di^lionary, 
vhere his character is very well drawn, in a very few woitl^f- 1 tryft mc 
Biographia Britannica will do juftice to Mi*. H« 
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by the occafional attendance he \vas obliged to give to th« 
morning fervice of the college chapel. He.fpent a great part 
of the day in fmoking ; and except when in company, he 
ufi^ally read .while he fmokeJ. 

** With regard to his moral and religious charafter, he 
was a pattern highly worthy of imitation. He (hewed ^ 
conitaht regard to the obligations of honour and juftice ; and 
recQmmended both by precept and example, an attention to 
moral reditude in 9il its r^n>ifications. He had the courage 
to reprove vice and immorality wlierever they appeared; and 
though he was fometimes treated on thefe occalions with con-r 
tumely afid infuU, b^ bore with a moderation truly chri(lian> 
fo ill a. return for his well-meant endeavour. He was peri- 
fe^ly acquainted yrnh the religious dogmas of every diSer<r 
ent fed, and could readily dete£i the r^fpe^live fallacies of 
e^ch, , ' 

" His abilities ?nd underftanding,* were eminently conrpi-? 
cuqus His penetration was fo great as to have the appear- 
^ce of intuition. So retentive was his memory, that hie re^r 
membercd whatever he heard ; and this faculty of recollec- 
tioni combined with a pregnancy of imagination and folidity 
ofjiidgnjent, enabled him to acquire an amazing fund of 
erudition and argument, a func} ready at every call, and ade- 
^uat^ to every emergency. 

** His learning was deep and multifarious. He was ad-* 
mirably flcilled in logic, ethics, metaphyfics, and fcholaftical 
theology. He had ftudied the healing art, with particular 
attention, and added to a founJ theoretic knowledge of it, 
fome degree of praftice. Flis ftill in this art b^ rendered 
fubfervient to his philanthropy ; for he gratuitouQy attended 
the valetudinarian poor wherever he refided, and favoured 
theni with medical advice, as well as pecuniary afliftancet 
He had a competent knowledge of geometry, aftronomy, and 
every branch of natural and experimental philofophy. He 
"WSiB well acquainted with the civil and canon laws, and 
the law of nature and nations. In claflical learning and 
the Belles Lettres, he was by no means deficient. He was 
mader of th^ Greek and Latin tongues, as well a^ of feveral 
modern languages. 

*• He fpoke of phyfiognomy as a fcience with all the con- 
fidence of a Lavater. He pretended to a knowledge of the 
Occult fciences of magic and aftrology. Whether this was or 
was iiot a mere pretence, t leave to the judgment of the en- 
lightened reader, guffice it to remark, that his library was 

Ooa well. 
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well ftored with the mBgical and aftrblogical books of the laft 
century. * • 

" His talents of converfation were fo attraiftive, fo vari- 
ous and multiform, that he was a companion equally accept- 
able to the philofopher, and the nfan of the worlds to the 
grave and the gay, the learned and the illiterate, the young 
and the old of both fcxes." 

- Some time before his change caine, he feem^d pcrfeftly 
dead tp this world," and abflra&ed from man. Compan)r 
could no more engage him. Jfe avoided unprofitable conl 
Vcrfe and idle fpeculations. The early hour and the frugal 
niealy prepared him for contemplation and-ftudy. He had ^ 
full and clear prefcntiment of his approaching diflfolution. 
and he feemed to withdraw himfelf from ttiortals, as he was 
foon to conver fe with higher beings. > 

He died at Oxford, Nov. 2, 1708, and was buried on thci 
18th, at S'. George's, Kingswood; the corpfe being accom- 
panied by Mr. Agutter, who on the Sunday following 
E-eached a fermon, which contains a cha^ afte^: of his friend,' 
ghly honourable to ^oth parties* 

31f the Editor: of the Universaiist's Miscellany.. 

rpHERE is not, ptihaps, any fubjcfk which calls for more.fronn th^ 
^ mind of fcnfibiiity, than the contemplatior^ of mortality j and yet it; i^. 
extraordinary that we reldom read an infcription on the tombs of the 
dtad, that can-exiraft from that fenfibility a tear : thus we leave wkhdif-. 
gyft what we (hoiiM otherw^fe contcifopl^te with tlie tendered fympatliy tbtt 
h))man Htart can pvflfefs. 

The infcriptions I fend for infertion, in your Mifcellany, are perhap an 
except on to the, general rule, and 1 am too intimately conne6led with the 
w:iter to fay any thing of their merits. Yo^ir giving them a place will 
obliire ' 

A CONSTANT REAPER* 

tn memory of 

An infant of the age of four years, ^ 

Whbfe death was occafioned by the Tmari pox^ 
Of which difeafe flie )angni(hed fifteen days, 
Amd die^ On the i6th day of Oftober, 1790, 
Aypnder not Reader 1 
That an affeftlonate father (hould infcnbe this little fcroll to her memory* 
It is a tribute arifing from tne anguifh of his heart, - 
Whereon is engraven thofe infant tokens of an enriched itfind, 
' yf\ik\k he fondly hope4 he ihould hav^ ^ ripen ktto perfeai«lu 



jflie dawning day falnteo the moudtain*f bfx>w, 

And cheei s the pilgrim as he joumeyr on | 
With joyous transport does hit bofom glow. 

Till by fomc envious cloud thcfc joys are gonei 
Quick falling fhowcri retard his willing tread. 

And in forae covert he lies down to rcil— 
'^hen wakes and leaves the ^-iendly ihelt*ring bed. 

Views with firefli hopes th< cheerful mom new dreft-^-*^ 
Juft fo the infant^ ripening into life, 
• Metts death unlookM for: but, bv Fate decreed, ^ 
{«eaves the fond parent and the ills ot life. 

And, in the peaceful grave> from care is fireed« 
At length when fleeting years are pafsM away. 

And Wearied Time fliall fnatch the tyrant's rod, 
-Clad with fwect innocence, meets endlefs day, 

]n glorious m^nfions of the Eternal God* 



THE following infcription, by the fame hanfl, is copied 6:001 a gravip* 
ftojie, in a church- yard near Briftol : 

, Separated from the tendereft of all earthly conotOions^ 
At (b early a period as si years of age. 
Near this fpot is depofited the body of 

Mrs. E C- , 

She was the wife of 

Mr. G— r- C , of Briftol 5 

. And died on the 17th day of July, 1796. 

Of her amiable qualifications, 

Thofe who knew her will bear teftimony : 

But when Death (hall have triumph'd over Memory, 

/LOd the unerring hand of Time dedroyed this tribute of regard. 

The heait that dilates it trufts to a more ample record. 

In thofe blifsful regions, 

Where neither tipe nor circumiiance can ejTe^ decay. 

fi'ROM a grave- ftone in Newington church-yard, Su|*rey, creeled to 
t^ memory of a Seaman, by the fame hand. 

Stop, gentle Mariner, if fuch you are, 
Pay kindred tribute to a brother Tar ; 
Thus early wreckM, here lies his fliatter'd barkj 
And here the hand of friendlhip fet the mark. 



^ POETICAL EPISTLE TO A piSSENTING MINISTER, 
ON THE DEATH OF HIS tHFE. 
pERMIT a diftant Bard, m friendly lays, 
•*• To (both your grief, and fing your Mary'*s praife 9 
Permit him now, in dark afHi6lion*s hour. 
The kindly oil of fympathy to p mr ; 
Grant him witii you the pious tear to ftied. 
And (hare your forrows tor tlie lovely dead. ^ 

* • Hard is the lot of mortal man on earth, . 
A belplefs mcumer at his very birth i 

\ PcfKnM 
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DeftinM through variout fcenes of woe to cun^ 
Of each bright day to fee the fetting lua $ 
To find tuinumber <d evils wound hit peace* 
To ftel his forrows with his years increafe j 
To mark his pleafures ever on the wing, 
And from his very joys fee troubles fpring ) 
To view ike beauty, that e>n age might warmt 
Soon hdf away* ?if)d i/^fe the powV to charm ^ 
For ail the happinel's that fweeiens ijfei 
For heav'ns fupc/ior boon— a virtuous wife $ 
And air the blifs her prefence cam beilowy 
Is fooQ ex^haQg'd for abf^ncey and for woe I 

And fipce, my fnendj from all your earthly love^i ' 
•Twas your"'8 the painful parting fcene to prove i 
Since your lov*d MaRV> idoj of your heart. 
Who, Hcav'n iriftruflcJ, chofe the better part j 
Stnce (he has yielded to the ftroke of death, 
^ And in<he prime of life refign'd her breathy 
What has the fad furvivor now to do, 
Bqt feek in ckath t fafe afylum too B 
—-Not To, my mourning friend, fincc bounteous Heaven* 
A lovely progeny to you has giv'n ^ 
Tills be the {Mealing taik to you aifign^d* 
To pour inftruflion on the tender mind ; 
With care to fofter learning's ripening fruity 
*• To teach the young idea how to flioot j""* 
To aft the father's and the mother's part. 
And with perfuafion foft to win the heart. 
Take then your charge, and with fubmiflive mlnd^ 
Be to your heavenly Father*s will refignM 5 
He ne'er afflifls his children, byt to prove 
How great his gocdnels, and how ftrong his love i 
Though grief aifails, and ftorms of trouljle rife, 
Th^Ve latent merces — " bkAings in difguife j*^ 
The book of Providence unfolded wic^e. 
Anon no (ecret from the Juft (ball hide ^ 
Soon at one glance ihalt manifeft appear, 
A god- like rea(bn for each groan and tear, . 
Joy foon (hall gliften in the mourner's eye. 
All tears be wip'd away, and every forrow fiy j , ' 

Lifers ruded ftorms (kail quickly pafs away, ' * 

And Heav'n^s calm funlhine gild the happier day | 
Soon abfent friends again (hail gladly meet^ 
And fouls congenial mix in union fweet ; 
Soon undebas'd by pains fevere alloy. 
Shall triumph conftant love, and laiiing joy ^ 
Soon the laft dreg be wrung from forrow's cup, 
Frr (feath in vi^'ry (hall be fwallow'd up ; 
Soon you, my friend, ihall joyful greet again. 
The lovtly fair^whoCe abfence gives you pain $ 
So<ln, on the do Wry banks of Canaan*s fhore^ 
Shall you and Marj mtcU^to part no mon t 

Saii^ if Jan. $796^ 5. W* 

jilONTHLY 
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MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 



Auguft 47. 
♦TpHE New York papers^ to the 
-■- 24.th July, have been received in 
London. 

On the ioth ]uly, in the Diilrt^ 
Court of the United States, in the 
cafe of the United States againft tl^e 
French privateer Le Croyable, prize 
to the (loop of war Delaware, the 

Court adjudged and decreed 

'** That the faid privateer, her appa- 
r«l, guns, and ofber appurtenances, 
together with all effe^s found ^n 
board, not claimed, or which ihall 
not be claimed by citizens of the 
United States, be forfeited, and put 
up to public au^^ion* The money 
mhiinr from the fale to be brought 
into Court, to be diftributed accord- 
ing to law/* This meafure is im- 
portant, as it is a deliberate a^ of 
hoftility on the part of America. 

30* The Emperor of Ruffia is 
making the moft af^ive exertions to 
form a new coalition againft France. 
Kotwithftanding his diftance and 
X power he is moft ferioufly alarmed. 
Letters from Dantzig repitfent Po- 
' land as ripe for infurreflion, on the 
jSrft appearance of a favourable op- 
portunity. Many Polifti malcon- 
tents are in the camp of Paftawan 
Oglou, from which they keep tip an 
xminterrupted correfpondence with 
the Republican Generals in Italy, 
through the late Venetian Iflands ha 
the Adriatic. Many partial revolts 
have lately taken place in Ruflian 
I^oland, ot which the circumftances 
aire carefully concealed from the 
world ; and ihould a revolution take 
place in Greece, it would make a 
broad way for the Republican ar- 
mies to Prelburg and Warfaw, and 
perhaps to $t. ^erfburg. 

Stpt. I. Advice has, within thefc 
few days, been received in jLondon, 
. of the French having, to the amount 
of fevei^ hundreds, landed at the 
Bay of Killala, in Ireland. The 
snifitary force in the town of Killala 
did not exceed 50 men, the whole of 



whom were made prifonersir The 
Biihop, whofc palace is within hatf 
a mile of the fea,was alfo taken, to* 
gether with his family. 

3. A proclamation hat, within 
theie few days, bien made, by com* 
roand of his Majefty in Council^ 
ftating that, « Whereas by the un* 
juft aggrelfion of the perfons exerci* 
iing th« powers of government ia 
France, now in hoftility . with hit 
Majefty, many parts of Italy havo 
been forcibly taken poiTeffioa of, and 
the ancient governments thereof 
fubverted, and new governments 
ere^d under the influence of their 
Councils, for the purpofe'of aiding 
more effectually their deficrns againft 
the common interefts of Europe, but 
more particularly againft this coua* 
try ; and whereas various a£ls, inju* 
rious to the rights of his Majefty an4 
thefe kingdoms, have in confequence 
been committed, his Majefty it 
pleafed to declare, with the advice of 
his Privy Council, that fuch parts of 
the coafts of the Mediterranean at 
are in pofTefDongf France,, or a6king 
under her influence, Specially the 
coafts and pores of Genoa, and t\m 
States of the Pope, fhall be confider-* 
ed in a ftate of hoftility with hit 
Majefty ; and all his Majefty^s fub* 
je£^s, and others, are required t# 
cuniider l;he inhabitants and fubje6i$ 
thereof as enemies, and treat them at 
fuch." 

7. A Treaty of Alliance, often^ 
five and defenfive, has lately beta 
figned between the Emperor of Getw 
many and King of Naples. 

8. The King of Pruflia has made 
an offer of three hundred thoufand 
crowns to any Engliftiman who will 
go and eftabliih a manufa^ureof 
twift in his dominions. 

12. Buonaparte, it is faid, kap 
written to Conftantinpple, to de- 
clare, that ihould the Port grant 
permifiion to the Ruflian fleet to paft 
the Dardanelles, he ftiall confider || 
ai a declaration of war againft tbt 
French 
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French Republic. He requires that 
the Porte (hall .refill any Aich de 
nand with its utmoft forte ; a proof 
of frienci(hip which, he fays, he has 
tke more ilght to expe^, fiact he has 
htcd the Porte from its ancient ene- 
mies, the Mai tele Knights. 

13. A letter from Milan of the 
I4ih Auguft, ftates, that the French 
Generals in the Republic of Rome, 
hkwt f)uiid it neceflary to fufpend 
the power of the 6ve Gonfuls, and 
^t the country under military zo- 
Tcrnment. The national ftandard is 
vemovad from their palace, and the 
^ofe m ment is now Yefted in a 
French commiflion. The Roman 
KepubliCy in general, is in a very 
iifturbcd ftate. 

Intelligence waayefterday brought 
lirom Ireland of the French landed 
in that country having furrendered 
mt diferetion, after fuftaining an at- 
tack, for fome time, of a column of 
Ix>rd Comwallis^s army, under the 
colnmand of Gen. Lake. The Re- 
bels who had joined them were dif- 
perfed, and a great projportlon of 
them killed or taken. 

15. Admiral Nelfon, after a 
ftviticfs cruize of sy tiayS, between 
Meifina and Alexandria, without 
meeting the French fleet, returned 
on the J9th of July to Syracufe, in 
Sicily. He had been joined by five 
^rttfguels men of war, and the 
iiion, of 64. guns) making his fleet 
to confift in all of 19 fail of the line, 
•nd i« frigates. ^ 

Before the Lion joined him$ (he 
infes attacked by four Spanifti fri 
gates, one of which fhe captured, and 
•beat the reft off. 

17. The celebrated Oliver Bond, 
to fave whofe life the Iri<h Rebel 
l^eaders have made fuch ample con- 
fsfflons, has died fuddenly of an apo- 
^e^ic fit. . 

18. The Ruffian Minifler, at 
Conftanttnople, is ufing every en- 
deavour to perfuade the Porte to de- 
clare war agatnft France. It is ob- 
iri«us that fuch a ftep would be very 
ligrecftble to the Courts of Vienna 



and Peterlburg. But what cooM 
the Ecemious and ill difciplinai 
troops or ihips of Turkey efferf 
againfl the fleets and victorious ar- 
mies of France ? The former woukt 
exhauft herfelf in the conteft, and 
then whatever defigns might be en- 
tertahied by Ruffia arid Auftria, fhe 
would be utterly unable to refift 
them. BefideS, (he fe'rms it prefent 
to be fufllcientl^ employed iri endea- 
vouring to check the progrefs of her 
formidable enemy ,* Panawan Oglou, 
who encreafes daily in fotce. 

■«o. In the French papers there id 
an account of a battle have taken 
place between the Bnglifb, and the 
French fleet returning from Egypt* 
in which great lofs has been laf- 
tamed on both (ides. 

14^ A fquadron of feveral (htpsf 
of the line and frigates, with 5000' 
troops on board, have failed from 
Brefi, fuppofed to be deftined againft- 
Ireland. 

24. The war on the Contiirent 1^ 
expelled to be very fliortly renewed * 

15, American papeVs to the i6tfi 
Agguft have been received in Lon- 
don; The yellow fever has again 
broke out in Philadelphia, and about 
two-thirds of the inhabitants are e)C- 
pefted to leave that city. The hof^ 
pital has been opened, andm?m'ypa« 
tients received. 

13,000 men have been rajftd in 
the United States, as a regular ftand- 
ing army, during the prefent difputcs 
with France. If hoflilittes com- 
mence 10,000 more are to be added $ 
and befides thefe 80,000 militia are 
to be ready at a moment^ s warning. 
When the armament nov^ ordered is 
complete, there will be at fea 9 large 
frigates, 1 2 floeps of war from 20 to 
24 guns, 16 from 6 to iS, about 16 
cutters, and as manygallies, making 
in all 48 (hips of war. ' 

Mifs Moore's Female C!ub, near 
Briflol, confifb of 300 members, 
who laudably caufe abbut 1506 
children to be educated at once in. 
Sunday Schools^ under their protec* 
tion« 
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ON ELjECTlON. 

Dbah Sik, 

IN purAuog my ctiquuies upon the fubjcft of Ele6Uoti> I 
Audi next examine in what light we are to view it asap^ 
pIfcaMe to Chtiftians* There are federal queftions relating 
to this point, which have, at one tioie or other, been much 
abated among die profefibrs of the goTpel t I Ihall therefora 
fcrkflj notice them in thit place. 

t. When, in the New Teftament, Gentiles are fpoken o£ 
as the eleA of God, does it mean that they, as nations, woro 
alededto the oQtwatd privileges of the gofpel; or that God 
had chofen a people from among the Gentiles, not merely to 
the enjoyment of outward privileges, but of all fpiritual blef* 
ftsigs in Chrift Jefus, that they might anfwer the mod impor^ 
tant purpofes among his creatures ? That God hath afforded 
very great pvivikgeft to theGenttle^indifcriminately, infend^ 
bis gofpd unto ttoa, which is calculated and deiigned to af^ 
lure thetA that thqr are all objeAs of his love, xhsLt he hath 
^ven his Son to die for them, that by repentance and faith 
Vfaey may jdl be faved from the wrath to come, and enjoy 
evaiiafting life, John iti. i6. 1 maintain to be an evident and 
imoortant fa£t. Yet I aik, does not the w^d^tk^ion imply 
a mfcriminatiofi, that fome are chofen fi^om among the reft^ 
'fiot to the injury, but for the benefit of the whole ? And do 
we not read of God's taking out of the Gentiles, a people for 
bis name. Ads xv. 14. i Thofe who are fpoken of as tho 
#te&, arefuppofed to have received the gofpel, and to be tho 
a^u^ recipients of its blefliogs ; Eph. i. 3^ — 7. i Theff. i. 
4, 5. But did whole nations roceivc the gbfpel as preached 
by tl)e Apo^les, was it not received (imply by iticUvidualSy 
Whfdi individuals, on the ground of their profelTing it, i^tre 
formed intochriftian focieties? Thofe to whom the apoftoli<^^ 
apidles wore addrcflfed, are called tltff ; but they were not ad- 
dled to whola nations^ the Apoftles wrote them to fach as 

Vol. II. Pp had 
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had believed, and then fiood in the faith of Jefus Chrid. Did 
the Apoftles ever call any part of the Gentiles eleS, but fuch 
as embraced their dodrine, received the bleffings wjiich the/ 
exhibited, and were obedient to the faith ? Does it not hence 
appear, that they confidered the-faints only, and not all to 
whom they preached the gofpel, as the ele^ of God among 
the Gentiles ? , 

2. Are the c\cSt a particular clafs of men in the churchy 
fuch as roinifters, &c. ; or is the epithet applied to all real 
Chriftians ? It is not denied that the Lord hath in every age^ 
raifed up individuals in the church, and qualified them for 
fuch a degree of ufefulnefs as their brethren in general have 
not been capable of ; thefe may be confidered as chofen to 
that particular work which they have been qualifiied for^ and 
called to perform, but| though.this is admitted, it is contend- 
ed that all real Chrifiians are fpoken of in theNewTeftament, 
as the eled of God. Paul addrefled them as fuch» Col. iii. 1 2« 
fpoke of their knowing their ele£Uon, i Theff.* i, 4. Peter 
called them ele^, told them they were a chofen generationyZsA 
exhorted all who had obtained precious faith, to make their 
cledion fure. i Peter i. 2. and ii. 9. 2 Peter i. ib. Can it 
be fuppofed the Apoftles would have ttuis addrefled whote^ 
churches, chriftians in general, if only fome particular indi- 
viduals had been eleded ? 

- 3. When were the eleft chofen? I am well aware that 
the aSual feleAion of individuals, their being called by graccy . 
is fometimes fpoken of as an eleflion of the perfons fo balled, 
but this does not prove that God's choofing his people ia 
Cbrift is to be traced no further back than their adual calU 
ing. " Known unto God ar^ all his works, from the bc- 

? finning of the world.'* ASs xv* 18. . He declareth the end 
rom t&5 beginning. If. xlvi. 10. He worketh all things af- 
ter the counfel of his own will. Eph. i., 1 1. If then it be the 
work of ,God, to take out of the Gentiles, a people for. his 
name, it muft be according to the good plcafure which he 
purpofed in himfelf, that h^ doth it, their adual feleAion 
mult be a branch of that ftupendous fyftem of divine govern- 
ment, which wasperfedly known to the Moft High, and 
completely arranged by his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, 
from evcrlafting ; cdnfequently weinay trace as far back his 
choice of thofc whomhe, according to his divine purpofe ac- 
tually feleSs, brings to the enjoyment of ^11 fpiritual biefEpgs, 
and makes inftruments fit for his own ufe, to promote the 
happinefs of his creatures umv)5rfally. Do we not read of 
their bciflg lov«d before the foundation -of the^- world,. John 

.' xvii. 



THB UNIVBBSALISt's MISCALL AlfY. ^Ql 

atvii. 23, 24 ? Of their having grace given tliem in Chrift 
Jci'us, before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9 ? Of their being 
chofen in Chrift before the foundation of the world, Eph. 
i* 4 ? What meiining can there be in fuch paiTagcs, if the 
^leftion of the faints is to be carried no farther back thaa 
their aftual calling ? ^ 

4. Is efeftion of grace, or of works ? The Apoftle has an 
fwered this queftion, Rom, xi. 5. 6. in which place he ex" 
prefsly declares it to be of grace. The grace of God is dif" 
flayed \n every part of the evangelical fyftem, of which* 
fledion is an important branch ; hence the gofpel is called 
the gofpel of the grace of God, Afts xx. 24. If it be ad- 
mitted that the cledion of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and the 
natioQ of Ifrael, was an aft of the fovereign good pl^afure 
of God, an operation of his free favour, how can there be 
any hefitation in admitting that the eledion of tlie fpiritual 
feed of Abraham, is alfo of grace ? I'he eled are not faid to 
be chofeo becaufe they were holy and without blame, but 
that they might become fo. Their being predeftinated to 
the adoption of children, is declared to be according to the 
good pleafurc of- Ais will, and to the praife of the glory of Ais 
grace, who hath made them accepted in the beloved. Eph. 
1. 4, 5, 6. Does it not hence appear that eledion is entire- 
ly of grace ? 

Having attended to the foregoing queflions, I proceed to 
the difcirilion of three points ; what we are to underftand by 
the faints being chofen in Chrift, — to what they arc chofen, 
- — and for what purpofc. 

I conceive the expreffion cAofen in Chrift^ is intended to 
convey the following ideas, ift. That the faints were cho- 
fen in connexion with Chrift : He as the foundation corner- 
ilone, they as ftones to be erpfted into a fpiritual houfe upon 
this foundation, i Pet. ii. 4, 5, 6. He as the vine, they as 
the branches. John, chap. xv. He as the head, they as his 
members. Eph. v. 30. He as the firft-born, they to the 
.adoption of children by him : for all thel^ thing* take place 
according to the purpofe of him, who work^th all things af- 
ter the connfel of his own wilL Eph. i. 11. 3nd. That it is 
by Chrift the Saints are adtually feleded, and made partaker^ 
jof all the bleffings to which Ihey are chofen. They are the 
called in Chrift Jefus. Ron^/ i. 6. They are redeemed or ac- 
tually delivered by him, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation. Rev. v. 9. This falvation and calling 
is according to God's purpofe. 2Tini. i. 9. All the bleffings, 
they are partakers of, they receive out of the fullnefs of' 
Pp2 Chriftj, 
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Chrift, according as they were chofcn in him. John i. Id. 
Eph. i. 3, 4. 3d. That the Saints arc chofen to lubferve the 
fame end as Chrift was chofen to efTcft. The foundation is 
laid and the building ereded, for the fame glorious purpofe 
that the glory of Jehovah may be revealed upon that founda*- 
tioh, and (hme forth in the fabric which it fupports, undl 
all flelh Ihall fee it together. The true vine is planted, and 
its branches made to moot forth, that the earth may be filled 
with its fruit. I'he head is exalted, and all the members 
conneAed with it, that the former may direft and influence, 
and the latter, as inftruments^ carry the defigns of the head 
into effeft. The firft-born is chofen to be an univerfal blef- 
ling, his brethren who Were predeftinated to be conformed 
to his image, — allv thofe who are changed into the fame 
image, muft be intended to fubferve the end for which 
the firfl-born was chofen. If I could add nothing more, 
furely thefe obfervations would authorize the conclufion, 
that the eledion of the faints is a ftep towards the blefling 
of all mankind. 

It is obferved above that the faints are predeftinated tinta 
the Jidoption of children, by Jefus Chrift ; as children they 
are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, Rom. viii. 17^ 
they are called tp fulFer with him, that they may be glorified 
together with him : the Apoftle reckoned that the fufFerings 
ofthe prefent life, were not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which fhall be revealed in them, ver. 18. The faintss 
have the firft fruits of the Spirit, ver. 23. God of his own 
will hath begotten them by the word of truth, that they 
Ihould be a kind of fii-ft- fruits of his creatures. James i. IS'. 
Again they are chofen to the enjoyment of all fpiritual blef- 
fings in heavenly places in Chrift : that they fhould be haly» 
and without blame before him in love ; Eph. i. 3, 4. that 
they all may be made perfeft in one, even as the Father And 
Son are one. Johnxvii* 21, 22, 23. Again, they ai-e cho- 
fen to the office of Kings and Priefts, are made aroyal prieft*- 
hood, and Ihall reign with Chrift on the earth. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
Rev. i. 6. and v. 10* All the bleffings they now enjoy, are 
intended to prepare them for their future ftations, of dignity 
and ufefulnefs, into which Chrift will fully conduft them, 
that they may minifter in the office of Kings and Priefts. 
Matt. XXV. 14 to 30. Luke xix. 12 to 17. 

The faints are chofen, and all the bleffings they receive, 
beftowed upon them, for the fame end as Jehovah had in view 
when he chofe Abraham^ and promifed to biels him, i. e. 

that 
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Ihat they may be a bleffing to others, and that all families 
of the earth may be blefled. This appears from their be- 
ing called the liglits of the world, and the fait of tlie earth : 
Matt. V. 13 to 16. for lights do not burn and (hine merely 
for themfelves ; but are intended to give light to all around, 
and the faints are made lights to illuminate the whole world ; 
fait is intended to feafon fomething diftinft from itfelf, and 
the faints, as fait, are intended to feafon the whole earth. 
Again, this is evident from the things obferved above. If 
the faints be firft-fruits of the creatures, it follows that they 
are not the whole haVveft ; but that the creatures at large 
are the harveft, of the gathering in of which, the firfl-fruits 
are an earneft ; confipquently the eleft are an earneft bf the 
general reftoration. If what the eleft receive of the Spirit, 
oe the firft-fruits thereof, it follows that there are other fruits 
of the Spirit-to be beftowed ; but beftowed upon whom, un- 
lefs the Spirit be ultimately poured upon all fiefti ? If glory, 
with which all the fufFerings of the prcfentftate, are not wor- 
thy to be compared, is to be revealed in the eleft, will it not 
follow, that there muft be other creatures to whom it fliall 
be revealed in that medium ? When Chrift prayed for the 
perfeft union of the faints in holinefs and happinefs, did he 
not pray that the world, which he diftinguilhed from thofe 
who now believe on him, might by that means be. brought 
to believp ? When we read of the eleft reigning as Kings ^ 
and Priefts, are we not led to conceive, that they muft have 
a people to reign over, or minifter to ; but where can we 
■find a people for them to minifter to ; unlefs we fuppofe 
their miniftry will relate to thofe who have not believed in 
the prefent ftate ? 

If the preceeding remarks be not thought decifive, let 
the following paflages be attended to. Col. i. 20, 21. The 
reconciliation of thofe who have believed is given as a fpe- 
-cimen, and an earneft of the reconciliation of all things. 
Romans viii.' 19, 20, 21. Paul fliews that the deliverance 
of the whole creation, from the bondage of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God, ftands connefted 
with the manifeftation of the fons of God. In Eph. chap. i. 
which has been feveral times referred to in this letter, the 
Apoftle (hews that the end of eleftion, andall the bleffings 
beftowed on the eleft, is the gathering' together, or rehead^r 
ing of all things in Chrift. ver. 10. 

I hope, dear Sir, I have ftated my thoughts on eleftion fo 
9S to be underftood, and have proved the univerfal reftora- 
tion to be the point to vvhich it leads. I Ihall trouble your 

readers. 



2g*% THE universalist's miscellant. 
readers with two more Ictterri on the fubjeft, in the one, I 
Hull attempt to obviat« fome difficulties, in the other fliall 
point out the pra£lical tendency of the flatement given. 
1 remain, Dear Sir, 

AiFuftionately yours. . R. W^ 

W'tjbeach, Sept. 19, 119^.^ 



LIGHT CREATED BEFORE THE SUN. 

AN ingenious Friend being one day converfing with mc 
upon the fubjeft of the Mofaic Phiiofophy, obferved, 
tliat Mofes reprefents light as being created before thejun ; 
whereas modern philofophers'fuppofe the fun to be the fole 
fountain of li^ht, by emitting luminous particles from its 
body : and that among the many objeftions which arc 
brought forward againft the divinity of fcripture, this is one, 
** That the philofophy of it isfalfey ' My friend obferved fur- 
ther, that in the»account which we have given in our MifceL- 
lany of the philofophy of Mofes, we had not obviated this 
objection. I am happy at all times to hear, tlie doubts and 
obfervations of my friends, from a firm conviftion that tnitli 
of all kinds will bear the clofeft infpeaion. Let us then en- 
quire whether light does not exift independent of tt^c fon ; 
and whether tlie Ibn is not the excitmg agent, whofe office 
it is to bring light into adion. If this can be fairly proved, 
then Mofes may be a philofopher, notwithftaiiding the little 
witticifms, which fomp moderi^ dabblers in phyficshave caft 
out againft him. 

It appears from eleflrical experiments, that light is a diC 
tintt fubftance froin all others, as much as air is from water ; 
and that by being properly excited, it may be made to appear 
in midnight darknefs. This fhews that it did exift in that 
darknefs, previoufly to its being excited ; and that it is ren- 
dered vifible by being excited. Confequently, its beings muft 
be admitted independent of the fun. And fo far as cleftrical 
experiments have been made, light exifts expanded through 
the whole vifible fyftem of nature, at all times, by n^^ht as 
well as by day ; and the "fun is in our fjrftem, the great exci- 
ter, by which tlie fubftance of light is put in motion, and 
thereby becomes vifible. Nor ought this to fcem at aH 
ftrange, for we know- that the ringing of a bell produces 
foiina, not by any emanation of particles from the bell, but 
by exciting the air ; which is, fo to fpeak, the founding fub- 
ftance, and without which the bell could produce no noife at 

all: 
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all: this has been often proved by ringing a bell in vacuji. — 
As the- air will not found, fo neither will light appear, with- 
out being excited. Was there no air the ringing of a thou- 
fand bells woutd not produce found : and if the fubflance of 
light did not previoufly exift, there would be no light, though 
ten >ho,ufand funs were placed in our hemifphere a^t once. 
Upon this ground therefore, light may be conceived of as be- 
ing created on the firfl day, and the divine power alone was 
the exciter of it, which brought it into aftion, and caufed it 
to appear, during the three firft days of creation, till the fun, 
vrhich is the* inftrumental exciter, was formed for that 
ipurpofe. 

. On this ground alfo the difficulties of modern phllofophers 
iQ finding fuel to keep up the fire of the fun, may at leaft, be 
j^-eatly leffened, if not totally removed. For as they fuppole 
tnat the fun is continually emitting a prodigious quantity of 
light and heat, to the whole fyftem, they juftly think. that its 
iwftance mull be continually decreafing. Hence fome of 
them have had feriousr fears leaft[it (hould fo far decay, as fome 
time or other, to be of little ufe to us ; nay, whether it may 
not quite expire, and leave us (hivering in eternal cold and 
darknefs ! To prevent this cataftrophe, fome have appointed 
the comets in their turp, to fall into the body of the fun, and 
fo to furhifli it with a continual fopply of ^fuel ; but if the 
foregoing view be right, the fun no more emits light from 
its fubiftance, than a bell emits found from its fubftance : they 
are both of them only exciters of fubftances already exifting. 
However much like a paradox it may feem, to fay that, 
f • Light is vifibly pre-exiftent to luminous bodies," yet, it is 
not therefore a lefs evidjent truth. By light we do not mean 
that fenfation which we experience in ourfelves, on the pre- 
fence of any luminous body, but that inconceivably fubtle 
matter) which makes an impreffion qn the organs of fight, 
and paints on the optic nerve thofe objeSs, from the furfaces 
of vvhich it was refleded to us. Ligh^, tajcen in this fenfe, 
is a body quite different from the fun, and independant on it, 
and might have exifted before it, feeing now it does exift in 
its abfence. It is difFufed from one end of the creation to the 
other, t/averfes the whole univerfe, forms a communication 
between the moft remote fpheres, penetrates into the inmoft 
recedes of the earth, and only waits to be put in a proper 
motion to make itfelf vifible. — Light is to the eye, what aiir 
is to the ear. Air may be called the medium of found, it ex- 
^fts equally all around us, though there be no fonorous body 
to pjit it in motion; fo Jikwife light equally extends at all 
, r ' . ' ' ' / " times. 
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tiroes, from the moft di(bnt fixed Aars, to a^, though it atttf 
then ftrikcs the eye when impelled by the fun, or fome trther 
exciting body. '1 he difference between the propagation of 
round and light, confifts in this, that the air, which is the 
vehicle of found, being, beyond all Comparlfon, more denfe 
than the vehicle of light, its motion is much flower. Hence 
we may account for that common phenomenon, why we do 
not hear the found of the fir ft ftroke of a hammer, wtien at t 
diftance from i^ till it is at the point of giving the followittg 
blow ; whereas light is impelled with martdlWe fwiftnefs, 
though at fome fmall diftance of time between its recetvjng 
the imoulfe, and its communicating it to us ; feveu minute^ 
accordmg to Sir Ifaac Newton^s calculation, being firiBdent 
for its paflage from the fun to us. Hiis difference oiF velo^ 
city between the progrcffive motion of light, and that of 
found, is fendbly demonftrated by firing a gun in a~ larrgfs 
open plain, wl\ere the fpeAator, at a great diftance from ft^ 
will perceive the flalhaconfiderable tithe before heheairs tht 
npife. 

The body of light, therefore, does either exift independ- 
antly of the luminous body, and only waits to receive a di- 
f e£l impulfe from it, in order to aS upon the organ of vifitm j 
or we muft fiippofe that everv luminous body, whether it 
be the the ftin, a candle, of a ipark, produces this light from 
iifelf, and projcfls it to a great diftance from its own body ; 
There is no medium between thefe two fuppofitions, .'and 
cither ope or the other muft be true. But to aflert the latter, 
is to alTert a very great improbability ^ for if a fpark, which 
is feen in every part of a large room, fixty cubic feet in di- 
menfions, emits from its own fubftance a quantity of li^ 
fufficient to fill the whole room, then there muft ifiucfrom' 
that fpark, which is but a point, a body, the contents of 
which are fixty cubic feet. How incredible the fuppofition. 

Suppole the lantern on the Eddyftone light-houte, to be 
feen only eight cubic leagues, of which itfelf is the center { 
it will follow, that an eye placed in any point of thefe cubic 
leagues will difcern it, and Confequently fo much fpace will 
be filled with the light of it. Now how incredible that at 
litOe fire, fome few inches in diameter, (hould diffufc aroimd 
it a fubftance capable of filling eight cubic leagues! Sup- 
pbfe the lantern concealed, and the light immediately difap* . 
pears ; let it be uncovered the moment after, and it will in- 
Itantly be feen as far as before, andconfequently fill eight cubic 
leagues of fpace with frelh light : then now many time^e?ght 
cubic leagues of lumiminous matter, will all the focce^tre 

ixiftanta 
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■ihftants of illumioation prddtice in one night's time ! Sure 
nothing was ever more iriconceivftWc ! 

On the contrary, how fimple aad natural it is to fuppofe, 
that as the air exited before the beli that put it in motion, 
and caiifed it to vibrsne into found, fo in like manner the 
light exiftcd round the fire of the Eddjrftqne before the lantern 
-was illuminated^ and opty waited to be put in motion by the 
4ire, in prdcr to make ah ifmpreflion upon the eyes of the 
macinejrs. The fun and itars, by the fame means, make 
then)relyes vifible, withoi^t fuffeiing any diminution of thchr 
fubftanCe, by continual emanations of luminoiis matter imp 
thofe vaft regions of fpace through which we behold them ; 
GoA havine placed between thole luminous globes and us, 
the body ofthat light which we fee, and is imprcfTed on the 
organs of vifion, by their aflidn aiid Influence ; but does not 
proceed from them, nor owe its influence to them. The 
-account of Mofcs, therefore, feems agreeable to truth, when 
;}ie Informf us that light was created before the Sun. See 
jDr. Tayh/s Scheme of Scripture Divinity, pag. 20. Sec 
^Ifo Nature Difplayed, Vol. HI. pag. 409. 2d edit 

W. VIDLER, 



A SOLEMN CHARGE, BY A MINISTER, TO H IS 
CHURCH AND CONGREGATION. 

THE importance of the miniiiry of the gofpel,and my ac*- 
countablenefs for the event of my own miniftrationa, 
^ re con fide rat tons of the laft moment, and caufe me to en-? 
^age in my work with the vtmoft circumfpedion. To my 
.oWn judgment, after the clofeft review, the fentiments wWch 
J have lieretofore delivered to you for the fpace of four 
^ears, appear jud and fcripturai ; but I do not, therefore^ 

f)refume that I have been abColutely free from error ; much 
q(% do I think that I have a right to impofe my fentimehts 
upon you wiik an overbearing hand. To do juftice to my- 
fclf andyou, I therefore give you the ioWo^iwg J'cUmn charge. 
i. I charge you in the name of the God oif Truth, and of 
our Lord Jcfns Chrift, who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, and before whofc jndgment-feat we muft all foon ap^ 
pear, that in all your inquiries after Truth, prefent or fu* 
lure, that youdoconftantly, carefully, impartially, confcien- 
tfoufly attend to evidence, as it lies in the holy feripture, and 
the dilates of reafon ; cautioufly guarding againft the fallics 
bf imagination, and the prepcffeflion of a prejudiced mind» 
Vol. 11. Qj{ II. That 
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II. That you do at no time admits embrace, or af-r 
fent to any principle, fentiment, or pradice, taught or foU 
lowed by me, but only fo far as (hall appear fo you to be 
fupported and juftified by proper evidence from revelation, 
or the reafon of things. « ,»» 

III, That, if at any tim« hereafter, any principle, fent}- 
ment, or pradice, by me' taught and advanced, or by you ad- 
mitted and embraced, ihall, upon impartial and faithful ex- 
amination, appear to you to be dubious or falfe, that yoti 
cither fufpeS, or totally rejeft fuch principle or prafticc, -^ . 

J V. That if there be any fentiment or praftige of Diving 
Truth, which you have at any time received conyiAion of, 
;ind have not faithfully followed, that you repept of fuch 
contempt of the authority of God, and immediately o6ey his 
•will, even though it bring you into the gT^^teft reproach 
among men. / 

V. That you keep your mind always open to evidence— r 
that you labbur to banifh from your breaft all prejudice, prcr 
pofleffion, and party zeal — that you receive the kingdom of 
heaven as a little child— that you ftrive to live in peace and 
love with all your fellow Chriftians, even though they differ 
from you. 

VI. That you fteadily affert for yourfelf the right of pri- 
vate judgment, and that you quietly, and indgftrioufly exer- 
cife that right, and that you alfo freely and fully, without 
uneharitablenefs and anger, allow the fame facred exercife to 
others. 

VII. That it be the great concern of your lives to approve 
yourfelves to Chrift, that when he cometh, you may have 
part in his kingdom. 

Oa. lo, 1798. W. VIDLER. 

AGAINST ANNIHILATION AND ENDLESS 
MISERY. 

( Continued from page Q.^\, J 

YOU very juftly obferved, "That damnation and falva- 
tion are very oppofite ideas, and that they cannot be 
predicated of the fame perfons at the fame time.** But this ir 
110 argument that they may not be predicated of the fame per- 
fons at different times ; the fcripiure declarations that " Th^ 
wages of Jin is death, that the end of the wicked \s deflruSfion 
and thatthofe who would not that Chrift (hould reign ov:er 
^ them, ihall be JIain before him,** can be no proofs of endlcl^ 
death and deftrudion ; when the fame fcriptures declare ^at 
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^•Ti God the Lord bihngeth the ijfues from death y*^ and that ^'Hfi 
kilkoftd he makes aihe,** Deut. xxxii. 39. If thetcfore God 
ihall always zQ, according to thefe charaders, he will caufe 
sill to live that he caufes to be flain, heal every one he 
vrounds, and make the njoft dreadful death fend forth its iffue* 
to him. As I obferved in my fou. er letter, his being called 
«* The God of thefpirits of all flefh^'' as necelTarily proves th^ 
final quickening of the Ipirits ofallfejhy as his being called 
^< The God of Abraham, &c." proves the refurre^ion of 
Abraham and that of other men ; the reafon of the proof 
afligned by our Lord is general, when he fays, <* He is not the 
God of the dead^ but of the livings for all live unto him*'* The 
fcriptures as cxprcfsly declare, that all things are to God as 
ijjeir laji end^ as that they are of him as their firft caufe* So Rom« 
xi. 36. " For of himf and through him^ and to him are aU 
things \^ and Prov. xvi.'4. ^^ 1 he Lord hath made all things for 
hirf^elf\ yea even the wickedafter the day of evil (or punifliment.) 
So the laft daufe (hould, I apprehend, be read, to make the 
paifage confiftent with itfelf ; and then it proves in very ex^- 
prefs terms, that the wicked (ball be for God, after the evil 
day, or day of perdition is paft. In the pre fent reading of 
this paifage in the tranflation, the laft claufe feems to contra- 
did the firft ; for the firft fays, '* All things were made for 
the Lord himfelf ;" the laft fays, " The wicked are for the 
day af evil :" or to reconcile it, it would feem, that we are to 
confider being for the Lord, and for the evil day as fynoni- 
mous terms ; for otherwife it feems, the evil day is to hold 
divided property with the Lord. If I am not miftaken, the 
more minutely this and feveral other texts are examined, the 
more clear will their evidence appear for the final reftoration 
of all things to God. With refpeft to this text, the literal 
reading that is moft agreeable to the paifage itfelf is, I think, 
^ as follows: ^^ Jehovah hath made a' I to he caufed to anfwer 
him (or made to correfpond to himfelf ) yea, even the wichd 
after the day of evil.'* The word which in the Engliih tranf- 
lation is rendered ^^ for himfelf* and which I rendered, 
*To he caufed to anfwer hiniy or made to correfpond to himfelf, 
as lamagnehuy which I take to be formed thus lamedy a 
fign of the infinitive mood ; mem, a fign of what is call- 
ed the Hiphil Conjugation, fignifying to caufe or make ^ 
thing to be ddne, when the verb is adive, and to be made, 
or <!au(ed to be done when paifives; gnanah is the root, 
the leading idea of which feems to be: Tofuity anfwer^ or 
firrefpond to a \perfon or thing ; it frequently occurs in the 
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lenfe of returning an aofwcr to what is fpoken : I could in^ 
ftance above a hundred places in the Englifli Bible whereit 
it is rendered anjwer^ and many in which it is rendered hear^ 
And vau is a pronoun him or himjdfy and the particle lamed^ 
rendered /ir, which I have rendered afievy is rendered after 
in feveral places^ as Numb. i. i. Gen. vit. lo. Exod. xix. f^ 
2 Sam. xiii. 23. i Kings iii. i8. Jer. xli. 4. and xxii. 4* 
Ezek. i. 2. &c.* This text feems therefore to fhew, that 
after the day of «;//, or day of wrath and perdition^ even the 
wicked will be made to hear^ and give the fuitable anfwer of 
faith to Jehovah's true and faithful word. From what I have 
faid, I hope you will fee, that when I faid, ** The fire of the 
lake or fecond death would humble the mod proud, and make 
the mod inattentive liften to the faving (or reftoring) truths 
I did not mean t^at this would be done by reducing them 
to a ftate of perpetual infenfibilityj or nop-exiftence ; 
but by bringing them through thefe xonion fufferings into 
fiich a ftate of fcnfibllity, fo as to make them know the evil 
of their own ways, and the real advantage that always aN 
tends the following of the counfel, or word of God* As to 
rtie oth^r exceptionable paflage of my letter, as you have faid 
nothing, neither (hall I at prefent. If ever you fee the doc- 
trine of Univerfal Refioration to be a fcripture dodrine, 1 ex- 
ped you will not be fo much offended at what I have there 
laid. You, in my opinion, juftly reje£l the dodlrine of eter- 
nal finning ahd eternal fufFering, as moft abfurd, and hold U 
to_ be more confiftent with the perfeSions of God, that fiit 
ihould be aboliOied out of the creation, though a confiderable 
part of the creation fliould be deftroyed with it, than it (hould 
debafc any of his works: but is it lefs good, or Icfs confiftent 
with the perfeflions of God, that he (houlcl prevent fin from 
()eftroying, as well as from debafing any of his works P It 
generally denotes a greater want of power or wifdom, to fuf» 
fer one's property to be deftroyed, thjn to fuffer it to be hurt } 
but if fuffering it to be hurt can be improved to bring it to 
a more advantageous ftate than before, it would import ra-^ 
thei fuperior wifdom and power in one, who could improve 
to an advantage what once had the appearance of hurt^ iii-^ 
jury, or lofs. If ^ phyficiari (hould propofe to extirpate all 
difeafesfrom a town or country, and to effed his propofal^ 
Ihogld kill a number of his patients in order to eradicate the 
difeafes he could not cure : I apprehend he would not there- 

^ SecTaylor"^ Hebiew Cod. tnd Noldios's Particles vn the letter Lsuncd. 
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hj gain a very bi^h charader in bis pfX)fcflion.* Idfs^s croud 
upon my mind here, but it will perhaps be improper to ex« 
prefs them further at prefent. I (hall therefore jud add a few 
leafons or grounds of my prefent belief concerning the doc- 
trine of Univerfal Reftoration. 

Firft. It is the Father's purpofe to gather all things together 
In Chrift ; if this purpofe is not finally accompIiOied, I think 
it muft be either becaufe he is changeable in his purpofe, or 
thathecannot accomplifi) it ; but 1 believe neither oftfaefe 
can have place in God, arid therefore I believe, that in the 
procefs of the adminiftration of Ghrift in hisaeonion king- 
dom,^/ things will be gathered togrther in him. 
. Sccondlv. It is the Father's good pleafurc to reconcile aJl 
things by Chrift ; but as I cannot conct'ive of final reconcilia- 
tion and final deftru^lion as meaning the fame thing, neither 
can I think that Jefus Chrid will fail in accompUlhing any 
part of the Father's goocf pleafure : therefore I believe that 
Hot anything finally will be deAroyed, but that all things at 
laft will be reconcifed. 

Thirdly. The Father hath appointed Jefus Chrift, his 
cmly begotten Son, heir of ^// things. But as I cannot form an 
idea of a deftroyed thing being inherited, nehher can I think 
that Chrift will fall (hort of inheriting any thing that is ap- 
pointed him of the Father : I therefore think nothing will be 
finally deilroyed. 

- Fourthly. The Father hath delivered all things into the 
bands of Chrift, or given all things to him, and it is his de- 
clared will, that of all he hath given the Son, the Son ihould 
lofe nothing. But if the wicked be among the ail things that 
are delivered into the hands of Chrift, or given unto him ; 
and if they (hall be finally deftroyed, they certainly will be 
Anally loft, and then the Son would fail in fulfilling the will 
of the Father : I therefore believe that nothing will be 
finally loft, it being the very end of Chrift's comipg ** To 
feck and to fave (or reftorc) that which was loft " 

Fifthly. We have the exprefs teflimony of fcripture^ that 
the creation which groans under the bondage of corruptioHf 
Ihall be delivered, and brought into the glorious liberty of 
the fans of God. But as deliverance and deftrudipn are 
very oppcrfite ideas, I cannot believe this tcftimony, and alfo 
believ^t that any part of the creation (hall be finally deftroyed, 
llere t carmot refrain taking notice of a palfage in your let- 
ter, with which I am. highly pleafed^ and which makes rhc 
very dcfirous of your receiving the doftrine I here plead for, 
|eing fully thereby coi^vinccd it would then have an able ad^ 

vocat« 
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yooite in you. The pafTage is this; ** When God (hall havd 
•* jBnilhed the myftcry of his will, the whole creation (hall be 
*• delivered from the bondage of corruption, from all the ef* 
" fefts of fin i nothing that is oflFenfiveto Jehovah (hall re* 
** main ; every dcfed (hall be healed, every diforder reSified^ 
f* every enemy deftroyed, and univerfal harmony and unful- 
^* lied perfedion (hall reign throughout the vaft extended em* 
** pireof Jehovah ; every creature, to the utmoji bounds (fcna^ 
" tion^ (hall chearfully bow to his fcepter and fing his praife ; 
** then ih^ll God be all in all^ and Jehovah (hall rejoice in all 
*' his works.*' You, in this pa(rage (in my opinion) fet forth 
the iffues of the adminiflration of Chriit, in his mediatorial 
charafler, in a very concife, fcriptural, elegant, forcible, and 
beautiful manner ; and I cannot exprefs to you the agreeable 
ideas it excites in my mind. But I am totally at a lofs to 
reconcile it with the fcope of your letter ; permit me there- 
fore, my dear Sir, to afk, what you mean by fome of the 
terms or expreflions you have ufed in this paflTage ; and firft I 
would a(k what you mean by " the whole creation V lihfHhe: 
whole creation^ you really mean the whole creation^ how can you 
entertain the opinion that znypart of it (and furely the wick^ 
ed are a part; ihall be finally deftroyed, and yet the whole de- 
livered, fincc the whole and a part, deliverance and deftruc- 
tion, are fuch oppofite and irreconcilable terms ? Second, 
How do you think the whole creation will be delivered from 
nil the effects offiUy if any part of it (not to fay a great, or per- 
haps the greateft part of it) is to be forever under the fecoftd 
death? You mull certainly allow death, eyefi the fecond 
death, to be an eife6t of fin : now if the fmalleft/ar^ of the 
creation fliall be forever fubjedl to death, which is the moft 
-proper fruit or cffeB of fin, with what propriety can you fay 
** the whole reation will be delivered from all the e(Fefls of 
fin r" Third, How will every creature chearfully bow to Je- 
hovah's fcepter, if feveral creatures (hall be cruihed to ever- 
lafting infenfibiiity, by his rod or fcepter of iron ? Fourth, 
With what propriety can Jehovah be faid to rejoice in all his 
works, when many of his works are deftroyed forever ? To 
fuppofe that he will rejoice in their ceafing to be, feems ra- 
ther like a rejoicing in a thing of nought. It would feem ra- 
ther more confiUent with the do6lrine of . eyerlafting de(tTuc- 
tion, to fay, ^^ Jehovah wiil rejoice in thofe. of his workff 
*' that have cfcaprcil the deftruftion that fin hath efFc<2ed, 
** notwithftanding all the iiieaus he ufed to prevent that de-' 
" ftruflioii." The parable of the loft piece of money, and 
the loft (heep, feem qo way calculated to teach us tlfat God is 

i^iffcrcrit 
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indifTerent to thofe that are loft, but Teem well calculated to 
teach us, that God hath a refpeSi to the works of his own hand, 
^nd will have an inclination to them, fo he never will be- 
ponip indifferent to them, or fuffer any of them to be finally 
loft- But to turn from thisdigteffion, I (hall add, 

Sixthly. The fcripturesinform us, that after the general judg-» 
ment^ when the wicked arc caft into the lake of fire, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift ftill retains the charader, and carries on the work 
oi making d\\ things new; and the truth of it is marked with 4 
particular epphafis, which may indicate, perhaps, how ready 
even the difciples of Jefus might be to doubt the truth of it 
fqqie time or other ^ fo it is faid, Rey. xxi. 5. . *' And he 
M that fat upon the throne, faid, Behold Intake (poio) or am 
^* tfiaking all tnings new: and he faid unto me, Write ; for 
f* thefe words are true and faithful!" This teftimony I be- 
lieve tp be true, apd therefore I believe that all things will 
finally be renewed by Chrift, and 'not a fingle thing finally 
Joft or deftroyed. 

Seventhly. The fcriptures inform us that Chrift is the 
faviour (or rcftorer) of all men, efpecially of them that be- 
lieve. This teftimony I think proves as undeniably that 
Chrift is the faviour (or reftorer) of all, as i John i. 2. proves 
that he is the propitiation of all. I therefore believe, upon 
this tpftimony', that Chrift is the Saviour of believers in a 
fpecial manner, in that he faves them from coming into the 
f:ondemnaiionofhell, and that he is the Saviour of thofe who 
fall into this condemnation, by reftoring them at laft into the 
mercy and love of God. 

Eighihly. The fcriptures teftify that all things ftiall at laft 
be fubjedl to Chrift ; but death and fubjedion are altogether 
inconipatible, according to the fcripture account of things.; 
for fuch as are dead to fin are faid to be free from fin ; death 
to the law is faid to give freedom from the law ; and fuch as 
are dead in fin, or dead to righteoufuefs, are faid^ to be free 
fromrighteoufnefs. Would it not then follow, that fuchasfhail 
die under the fecond death w^ill be eternally free from Chrift, 
inftead of being finally fiibjefted to him, if that death ihall 
be eternal? I therefore thinkthat deaths even the fecond deaths 
muft be deftroyed before the fubjedion of all things to Chrift 
takes place. You will obferve that the fame word is u fed for 
the fubjeftion of all things to Chrift, that is ufedforthe fub- 
je£lionofthe Son to the Father. lam fenfible that the evidences 
that will deterrnine the belief of one pej-fon, will nor have 
the fame effed on another, at all times. I therefore cannot 

flatter 
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flatter myfclf, that what I have here obfcrved, will ccmrinly 
prove convincing to you ; efpecially as the idea you have 
formed of future punilhment is free of foroc of the groflcft 
dbfurdities thai have been taught concerning it ; yet J am 
not altogether without hope, that upon a reconfideration and 
thorough examination of the matter, you will fee the doc- 
trine ot Univerfa! Rcitoration to be moft confident with the 
tiniverfal benevolence and unlimited goodnefs of Jehovah and 
the general fcope of fcripture. I know that prejudices for, 
•r againfty any opinion, are not eafily overcome ; and with 
refpeA to fome prejudices againft this doftrine, I can in fom^ 
meafure fay as Dr. Wilfon fays ah^ut tie difficulties that at- 
tend learning Hebrew : ** I have experienced them, and 
know they may be overcome/* My Jove to the doSrine of 
Univerfal Reftoration, I confefs is very (Irong ; it raifes in my 
liiind fuch ideas of the boundlefs, , unchangeable, and inde- 
fcafiMe love, the unfcarchable viifdom and vaft defigns of 
Jehovah, as I cannot exprefs ; and lays a moft cxtenfive and 
well grounded foundation for that univerfal benevolence 
which the fcriptufes fo forcibly and frequeptly. recommend. 
And amidft all the evil of fin and fuffering which } either 
feel or contemplate ; and all the war that at present reigns 
in inanimate, fenfitive, or rational nature, | rejoice in th* 
hope that, ** When God (hall have finifl^ed the myftery of his 
** will, the whole creation (hall be delivered from the bond- 
** age of corruption, from all the effeftsof fin;'rjothingthat is 
** offenfive to Jehovah Ihall remain; every defed Ihall be 
** healed, every diforder fliall be redihed, every Enmity de- 
** ftroyed, and univerfal harmony, and unfullied peir 
•♦ feflion (hall reigii throughout the vaft extended empire 
•* of Jehovah ; every creattire, to the utmoft bounds of cre- 
** ation, (hall chearfuUy bow to \\h fcepter, and fmg his 
•^ praife ; then (hall God be all in all, and Jehovah (hall re- 
*♦ joicein all his works." And if our ideas could corref- 
pond as well as our words, in this particular, the difference 
would be fmall between you, my dear fir, and your humble 
fervant, . PURVIS. 



THOUGHTS ON THE PERMISSION OF SIN. 
Dear Sir, 

r appears to me from the various obfervations I have 
made, that the eftabliltied fyftems of religion arc the 
grand bulwarks of error, cJonfequently they operate as a bat 
to the reception of God's univerfal and efficacious. love, the 

princtfM 
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pflrtCipal glory of which is manife(led in the rcftoratioti of 
till fallen intelllgertces. The variety of opiniotw hcBi'by 
niantind is to me a ftrong proof of the prevalence ift cttbrt 
ibf truth being fimple can never be at variance with itfelf^ 
and whhout any minute fcrutiny, it may be feen M^hat riu- 
tnerous (hiftiare ufed to fupport the fyftems men have fram- 
ed by dedudions and inferences altogether uhredftnaWe and 
unfair. To prove this I need only inflance the opinion fbme 
Hold refp^^ing Teprobation, which is inforced froni that glo- 
noils and fundamental truth, eleftion, for the eftablifhment' 
■ erf wMch, ntf finglc literal expreffion can be adduced ftom' 
'. the rbcbhte Of truth. Thus alfo when they attempt to efta- 
tjfiih thii doftrine of endlefs mifery, in oppofition to the rc- 
ftbratlon, they contend fuchpaflages as fpeak of the miferjr 
of the wicked, as that in Matth. xxv. 46, ought to be taken 
literally, while other^which treat of the refloratJon of Ifrael^ 
br the reheading all thingfi.j of which there arc numerous 
I^aflages both in the Old and New Teftament, they call figu- 
rative, and apply them to the Church, the true fpiritual IfrneL 
By fuch means they evade the force of truth, and deny the 
defigns of God's gciodnefs, which evidently fhines mbftcon- 
fpicuoofly in hisgraciouscommunications to fallen creatures, 
who are the moftfuitableobjeds thereof; and was it notdif«^ 
covefable by fuch graciou$ manifeftations, it would in a man- 
ner be concealed ; and it appears to me, unlefs every creature 
becomes a partaker t)f it, infinity cannot be afcribed to it ; for 
td fay any change in the creature necelfarily prevents the cx- 
ercife of his love, is to derogate from his glory, as fuch a fup- 
pofitioh afcribes variablenefs to him, whom the fcriptures af-« 
firm to be unchangeable, 

• There is alfo another difficulty ftarted by thofe who op- 
pofe the dodrine of the reftoration, which arifcs from this 
{uppofition, that itequally militates againft the wifdom and 
goodnefs of the Creator to permit evil at all in his creatureSf 
as to fdfler them to be ctermlly under its power ; for they 
contend that God cbuld have formed creatares abfolutely im- 
peccable, if he had fo determined. To fay what God could 
have done, is not now the point, as we are bound to take 
things as they are, although by doing fo we difcover a part 
of God's works marred with fin. Yet without limiting the 
power of Jehovah, it may be fairly prefumod that he hath 
done every thing for his creatures that was neceflary, not^ 
withftanding they were not rendered irtcapable of finning • 
indeed wetie creatures perfeft\y paflive, and abfolutely iir^pec- 
VoL. II. R r • x;able. 
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cable, it docs not appear to me, how- they could be the fub-» 
jeds ofempjioenr, as that mud refult fror^ choice. 

If a'^rious actift form a machine fo pctfe<ft ioaiU it na« 
ture as gonftantly to zSt agreeable to his. intention, it would 
doubtlef^ exhibit his wifdom and (kill,, but as it a3s altoge- 
ther by neceflity and conftraint, it is incapable of the fmalleft 
enjoyment; and creatures who aft merely from irrcfiftible im- 
.pulfe, mud be in a fimilar fituation. In the formation of 
creatures, two things are neceflary, and abfolutely insepara- 
ble — the glory of me Creator, the good of the created ;and 
thefe being relative, mud be by communication and parti- 
cipation. Will may operate imperioufly, as inthecafeof the 
artifl alluded to, but that precludes the exercife of tntelle^^ 
which alone is the foundation of enjoy tnent ; and as it is ab-* 
folutely impolfible to communicate fenfation tojnanimate 
matter, fo it is equally as impoflible that blame ihould at- 
tach to any being who aSs entirely through fatal neceflity. : 
but the cafe is widely different where intellcft is bellowed, 
which implies a freedom of choice and adlion, and which 
creatures poflefs, in order to judge of the propriety pffub- r 
miflion to the law of Jehovah, which ought to be the rule of 
adion, becaufe his will is wifdom, power, and goodhefs. — 
Here I conceive we have an anfwer to the important quef- 
tion, why God permits his creation to be ftained with evil ? 
— namely, to bring all creatures tofubmit willingly to his zuill^, 
by fufferingr when they ift in oppofition thereto ; and this at 
the fame time proves the Iruth of the rejiorattshi a^ otherwife 
evil will abound more than grace ; for if evil is accidental, 
and is permitted to take place, purpofely and permanently to 
convince the fufFerer that God's will is on'y good\ then 
whenever that conviftion is fully wrought in all creatures, 
as it afluredly will be, (becaufe evil like a raging fire will dc- 
ftroy itfelf by the violence of its efFeSs) I fay then (hall their 
wil) be fwallowed'up in the one will of Jehovah, "who wilt 
then become all in all. Thus, Sir, contributing my mite to 
the eftahlifllmcnt of the temple of Truth, 

^ I remain. 

Your Brother, in tHb bonds of the Gofpel, 

T. K.GOSNELL. 

Wijiham, lift Sept. i'](ji. 
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CHRIST PREACHING TO SPIRITS IN PRISON. 

- DearTribndj j 

I AM now fet down to drop you my thoughts on the word 
contained in the s Pet. lii. i8, 19. " By which alfohe 
went and preached to the fpirits in prifon." 

Ihave converfed with nninberSy and read what feveral hav* 
y^ritten-on the words. Some tell us that Noah himfelf was 
tjKe preacher, being infpired and ftrcngthened hy the Spirit of 
God. That Noah was a preacher of righteoufnefs is certain; 
.yet he could not be the perfon intended here, becaufe the 
Apoftle hath Jnformedus that he who was put to death in 
the fle&, and quickened by the fpirit, was the preacher. 

Others have faid the words apply immediately to the men 
of that generation, both Jews and Gentiles; that, it was 
Chrift by the Spirit who went forth in the miniftry of the 
Apoftle*: and they tell us this f^nfe will be quite eafy and 
natural, by- fupplying the word as before the word whert, in 
ver. 20. This I fhalT rake notice of prefently. 

I acknowledge the palfage to have exercifed my thoughts 
for a great number of years ; that it' had always appeared 
v«ry dlffeulf,. not from the words themfelves, they being as 
cafy t^'Undefft^nd as any other in the whole epiftle, but be- 
caufe they teemed naturally to convey a doftrine #hich I 
could not admit of in my creed, naqiely, Univerfa) Refiora-^ 
tion \ otherwife it is perfedly eafy to perceive the words con-, 
tdin three things. - Firfiy That the man Jefur Chrift was 
put ^to death in the flefh : Secondy That he, the man Jefus 
Ghrift, was quickened by the Spirit : Thirds That he, the 
feme man Jefus Chrift, by the fame Spirit, went and 
preached to fome fpirits then in prifon. And the Apoftle im- 
iftediately informs us, they were thpfe who fometimes were 
difobedient. -when once the long fuffering of God waited in 
tlie days of Ntoah, &c. ' 

It is trufe there arc a number of fwpplements made ufe of 
^ the tracflators of the Bible; and it is equaly as tjue, 
that without a word or two being fupplied, feme paf- 
feges would not be intelligible.- But that is not the cafe ^ 
to the paflage before us. The words reading as fmooth, 
eafy, arid intelligible, without the fupplement (as) as with 
it ; and with it as witho«it it. The only diiRrence being 
this (i.e.) without the fupplement the words convey one 
certain idea; with it quite a different one. And I cannot 
Kelp thinking, that if fupplements are to be ufed at pleafure, 
then np truth can be defended, or error refuted. 

R r a The 
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The authority of Mr. John Ed wa^4s, p.A. foFpi^Orlj of 
St. John's College, Cambridge, hath been njuck Infifted vin 
as a fufficient reafon for the ufe of the won) as tiefoTQ the 
Vord vukin^ In vcr. 20. , t" 

I have thei-efore examined, that author^! book» in whi<fi 
he treats largely on our text. He gives the opinioiw of .va^* 
pous. authors, both ancient, and modern ; fome cooi^ near 
the truth, fome give a feafible fenfe, fome cuiious, olhei^ 
-whiinncal, faptaftK^l, and abfurd. |ie then tells us his 
own, faying the words mu(t be r^d thus : <* bynfvIUch he^V^fo 
went and pjreached to the fpirits in prifon, who were fu{Qf« 
tinie difobedient, as when once the long (utkri^ of f^^ 
waited in the days of Noah." He produces fe^veml J^^ges 
of Scripture to maintain his aflertlon; as 6cfi^.xvi*iu)2. 
:i^lix. 9. Pfal, xi. i. xii. 6. xxii. 13. xlv« i.'Can* i. fj[. 
.v. I* Jam. i. !!• 2 Pet. iii. 4, 

I xhH\}i I have carefully examined thefe pafiages» and it 
appears to fpeof little or no importance whether pr ^ot,. k^ 
ifeveral o^ them, we make ufe of a fupplemei^t, t)i? fenfi; 
cannot be milfed by an intelligent being inl^Uherc^f^; as 
Gen. xvl. 12. and xlix. 9. For who does not kn^w {thai 
thef« were prophetical of the pofierity of {(hmael aad J^Nbh? 
and are not the defcendants of the former Ca^M' |^«^/vii4 
Arabs tq this day ? Soth;|it whether v{p (apply tfatt wioiieA.ff^ 
QH not, we cannot mifs the meaning. The fanie, ^oi^thih 
. ijiay.be |ald of the tribe of Judah. Some of the pailagea 
•'^puld not, appear intelligible without the Tupplei|)^t.^< 
Fpr infta^ce, Jlee — a bird to the mountainy Pfal. xi« I. Tb<^ 
ian^ may be faid as to |he words in Pfal. xii.^6. But ipe*? 
^e6ling the paflage in band, as I have faid beforei the (up-i 
: plying the wprd as does not make the words n^ad more 
ffnooth and intelligible. What it does» is to giv^ quite a* 
different meaning to them. 

It is not in the lead furprizing that Mr. Edwa^dsy af4 
others of his caft, who hold, aod endeavour to main^in the 
dodrine of the endlefs torments of the damned, ihoul4 h« 
for fupplying the word as\ well knoiyin^ without U their 
whole ^bric]^ of endlefs mjfery, or endlcls deftru^ioiv f^uft 
fall to the ground. t 

But thajt any who totally deny ttie dp£irine of eodleis t^? 
meats and total annihilation, ()>ould, withoutthe le^(lai<Mho« 
rity from any other part of Scripture, appear wiling tpgive 
the pailage fuch a turn, is indeed yery aAt>ni(hing{ 

The queftlon liath been put to ?dc, f < What di^ (Jhrift 
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preach to thofe fpiritf V* I anfwcr, the Apoftlc hitnfelf hath 
informed us in the next chapter* ver. &. For having an op- 
portunity in chapter 3d to introduce the fuffbnngs of Jefus 
Chri^jf,te?ppeafs not to have loft fight thereof, hut brings li 
^*vmi ^ainin thebegifining of the 4th chapter, to encou* 
Irige'the faithful followers of Ghrift, to prefa forward, and 
n©t t6 be drawn back by thofe Gentiles mentioned in the 3d 
|ind4thverfe, who would have an account to give to him 
^ho is to jndg0 both the ^f/rVi' and the deaJ^ as ver. 5. Then 
he imtncdiately adds ; <^ For, for this caufe was the Gofpel 
preached alfo to them that are dead, that they migl^t be judg-^ 
«d ^cording to n^n in flefh, but live according to God in 
the fpirit." 

Who ^re we to utiderftand by the dead, in this 6th verfe i 
They muftlje eith^er the dead in trefpafles and fins, as con- 
frtifted ^wlth, thofe who are quickened by the truth, and fo 
. l|y« ftCGof dii»^ t^ God in the fptrit ; or thofe who are dead in 
t^ature^ as eontrafted 'with thofe who are yet alive, called the 
fui^^inA the ikad. 

, • I t'hitik Mr. Edwards was right, in faying the dead in this 
6l(( VetJTe are the fame as thofe fpirits in prifon, in the 
4th~<!h&pter. But if by the dead we are to underftand^ men 
^(leadin trefpaffesatid (ins, then how jejune, flat, and infipid will 
the fame Appear ! For it is as if the Apoftle had faid, for> 
Sot this oaule w^^s the gofpel preached alfo to them that are 
€|ead, viz. thofe who are dead in fin, under the influence of 
parnaUfleflily prihciples, dwelling in bodies of flefh, that they 
Hdi^t b6 judged according to men In fuch bodies of flefli, 
fifid under fuch flcflily and carnal influence. Now who fees 
iipt the abfurdlty of fuch a reading of the word? which, bow- 
<iyer, I cannot help tbinfeing mtift be the cafe, if men in an 
unregencrate ftate, and in the body, be intended by the word 
dead, in verfe 6. But if the dead in this verfe be the fame 
'with thoftfin the 5th verfe, as oppofed to the quicky which 
fee'ms very natural to underftand, then every difficulty is re- 
moved, unlefe we want to know the modus of that preach* 
Jng. ^ 

I fubmit the above to all who may read it, and (hall h6 
happy to receive further light into the paifage. If that can- 
.|i6t tie done, then I muft remain as I am. ^ 

-~ Your fincere friend, &c, 
[ ^ \ W. F. _ 

' LOVE 



110 THE UXrTfiRSAtl5T*S MISCBWJlinr. 



LOVE FEASTS. 

THE Love Feafls, Jgapty were pa&iced among tlie pri- 
mitive chrirtians.. among whom the rich u{ed lit^ralljr 
to feed the poor, and both aite together as hrethtoi, without 
jiny diftinftion of circumftanccs. St. ^hryfoftomfays, ** The 
firil chriftiaos had all things in common, as we read tn the 
Ads of \\^ Apoftles ; but when that equality of pof{eilions 
leafed, as it did even in the Apoftles* time» the Love Fedl was 
fubftituted in thetoom of it. Upon certain days, after par* 
taking of the Lord's Supper, they met at a common feaft ; the 
rich bringing provifions, and the poor who had nothing be-* 
iDg inviied," It is univerfally allowed that thefe feafts were 
accompaniedwith the Lord's Supper ; but whether before, or 
afterwafds, has been difputed. Dr. Cave» and mod modern 
interpreters, think that the Eucharid fdlloMFed the Love 
Feaft, and the xi. chapter of i Cor. feems to favour that 
opinion, as St. Paul reproves the Corinthians for eating it 
tiQworthily, not difcerning the Lord's body, and being 
drunken, ajt the Lord's Supper, by immoderate f^adtfig bc-» 
fore it. It appears from hence, that this benevolent prac- 
tice was foon abufed* St* Jode alfo fpeaksof fome^ of whooi 
he fays, <* Thefe are fpots in your feafts of charity, when they 
feaft with you, feeding tbemfelves without fear." St. Peter 
tifes nearly the fame language, 2 Epiftle ii. 17. ** Spots 
are they and blemifhes, fporiing them fely^ with their own 
deceiving, while they feaft with you :" but St. Paul com^ 
mends Philemon, " Becaufe the bowjels of the faints were 
refreftied by him." Probably, Philemon oft!en had the Ijyf^ 
FeaHs at his houfe, and at his own coft, when he bountifully 
fed the poor brethren. . ' 

Thefe Feafts of Love, during the firft tlirce centuries^ 
were held in the church, that is, in the place where the 
brethren met for worftiip, and this without fcandal or offence ; 
but in after times, when luxury and Ipofe manners bad cr^t 
inamongftchriftians, the heathens, not without reafon, taxed 
them with impurity.' This gave occafion to a r^fonnation 
of them. The kifs of charity, with which the feaft ufed tq^ 
end, was no longer given between different fexes; and it was 
exprefslv forbidden to have any beds or^couches, afterthe man- 
ner of the eaflern nations, when they ate in ftate. Notwith* 
ftanding thefe precautions, the abufes committed in them be- 
came fo notorious, that the holding of them was folemnly 

condemned 
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condemned in t[\^.Cotin{:il of Carthage, in,the year 397. See 
the article Agaps^ in the Encyclopaedia Britannica* • 

Among the followers of thje late John Wtfley, there is a 
. practice exifting under th^ name of a Love Feaft ; but with- 
out any of the ancient hofpitajity in it. After public wor- 
(hip theTociety ftops, they then pray and (ing, after which 
they break bunns together^ and eat, drinking water after- 
vrards. During the eating and drinking, or after it, fuch of 
them as chufe it, fpeak their txperunci. The opportunity is 
longer or ftiortcr as they feel themfelves enlivened by the ex- 
ercife. The meeting concludes with fmging aijd prayer* 
The only indance that I ever witnelfcd of Love Feafts, af^ 
ter the primitive manner, was in Suflex, where an ancient 
Widow of property ufed at certain times to ma^e a feaft, at 
which the paftor of the church, who was a poor man, was al- 
ways pre fen t, the aged poor, the widows of the church and 
their fotherlcfs children were invited ; and if any were fick^ 
the beft of the food and a fmail fum of money were fent tp 
them bofore the company fiat down to table. Pious conver- 
fafion anc^ chearful hofpirality and prayer crowned the feaft, 
and the broken victuals were divided among the poor giiefts 
at their departure. I fhould be happy to fee fuch Feafts of 
Love among my friends in London. 

W. VIDLER. "" 
0^7, 15, 1798. 



REVIEW OF BOOKS ON THE UNIVERSAL 
DOCTRINE. 

UniverfalS4tvationy by the late Dr. Huntingdon y of New England. 

THE writer of this book feems to have been a good man, 
who could not endure to think that the God and Father 
' of mercies ever made any rational creature who would be 
finally miferable. Yet he admits that fin deferves eternal 
fnifery in its own nature, and isexprefsly threatened with it 
In Scripture; but contends that Chrift died for all, and that the 
fufferings of Chrift were (by virtue of the dignity of his per-^ 
fon) ettrnal fufferings — that Chrift afted in the charai^er of 
i vicar or fpbftitute — ^that the finner was judged, condemn- 
cd, and puniftied In Wm ; and confetjuently, \\\zK ^ycry man 
will be holy and happy after death. 

The 
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The vrholc piece is founded upon Galmiftic principIcSf 
and the conclufTon is brought out, by ^liittiditi^o ati man^ 
kind thofc Tiews which Calvinifts apply atdj^ to iho^^led* 
.We are happy to fee thiat the benevolence of the Divine Cha^ 
rader is contended for by any man; but the- gn^ui^ on 
which this writer contends for it.does not meet our approba- 
tion, ^s he confequently denies all future punifimient. 
Mvch as we wi(h the unwerfal doftrme to prevail, wedQ^mit 
wifli profperity to this view of it. We'muft always contend 
Aere is a great difference betwixt unlverfal Saivation.md 
tmiverfiil Rejft^ratton. The former admits of no punilhitlent 
for fin, but in Chrift ; the latter admits puni(hment a<;^rd- 
ing to works ; but upon the ground of niercyv and fo*:^ the 
final benefit of the finner. We underftand that Dr. Hunting- 
don both lived and died a Calvinift ; but left this wdrk in 
manufcript, with direflions for its publication after his 
death. We ntake no remarks on the integrity of that man, 
who can believe one thing, and preach another. 



QUESTIONS ON ATONEMENT AND PARDON. 

Mr. Editor, 

BEING a con ftant reader of your very ufeful Mifcellany, 
I make bold to write thefe lines by way of enquiry, fee. 
ing that though the doSrines of the Bible are all plain and 
eafy, yet are ihey much corrupted by the falfe glofles of men. 
Some of ihofe'do<2rines need more inveftJga* ion than I am 
able to give, and not finding them fp well explained as might be 
cxpecied, by authors, I v.'ith>if you thjnk proper^ an anfwer 
to thefe queflions, from fome of your Correfpondents, through 
the medium of your Mifcellany, viz. the following^ Tha 
dodnnc of Atonement, and the doctrine of the Divine Par- 
don, i. e. What is the fcripture account of the expiatory 
facrifice of the death of Chrift, fa as not to diminifli the ful- 
nefs and frecnefs of Divine Pardon ; ami the Scripture ac-» 
count of pardon, foasnot totakeav^ay, or injure the intent ion, 
efficacy, and value, of that great facri lice made by Clu-ift in 
his death. A fair, fliort, and fcriptural ani wer to thefe en* 
quiriesy to myfelf, and I think many others, will be a meant 
of underftanding the Bible better on thofe grand fubjedls. 
Your unworthy fellow-fcrvant in Chrift^ 

STEPHEN BLUiNDELL. 

Battles, Sfpt. 22, 1798. 
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OtHE TO FRIENDSHIP. 

"'inHE pndc of fprinff i* faded ronnd $ 
■■' No more the vccAl grovet refound, 

To charm th' attentive ear j 
I^air Flora'* painted offtiprinff diet j 
Al)-bounteous autumn iwiftTy fliesy 

And winter^ frowps appear. 

No more the balmy wcftern hreeze' 
Sighs ibftly through th^ trembling 
trees, 
RefpmilJve to the drains 
Of fliepherds*. pipesy and murmVing 

tills. 
No more gay plenty crowns the hills, 
Mor decks*the laughing plains. 

In this dark feafon what can chear 
The drooping heart, or banifli care. 

But friend(hip''8 placid pow'r } 
Which, like the golden guide of day, 
Can dart a bright enliv^ing ray, 

To gild the gloomy hour. 

Hail frieiidlhip ! balm of every woe. 
From thy pure fource enjoyments flow. 

Which death alone can end ; 
Th6? fortune^ adverfe^ales arifc, 
Th#' youth, with all its pkafurcs, 
flies, 

UnmovM remains \hc friend. ' 

CHRIST IN THE CHARAC 

I'ER OF WISDOM. 

proverbs, chap. viii. 22 to 31. 

"pRE God had built the mountains, 
r^ Or rais'd the fruitful liills, 
Before he fiU'd the fountains. 

That feed the running rills j 
In me, from everlafting, 

The wonderful I AM, 
Found pleafure never wafting. 

And Wisdom is my name. 

VS^lieo like a tent to dwell in. 

He fpread the ikies abroad. 
And fwath'd about the (welling 

Of Ocean's mighty flood j 
He wrought by weight and meafure, 

And I was with him then, 
Myfelf the Father's pleafure. 

And mine; t|ie fons «f men. 

Vtl.. II. 



Thus Wifdom^s words difcovcr 

Thy glory and thy grace, 
Th»u ?verla(Hng lover " , 

Of our unworthy race | 
Thy gmdous eye Airvey'd 1M9 

Ere ftars were feen abore, 
In wiidom thou haft made ««, 

And dyM for us in love. ] 

And cdulft tlibu be delighted 

With creatures fuch as we, .. * 
Who when we faw, thee" flighted. 

And rwird^hcc to a tree $ 
Unfathomable wonder, ^ 

And myftery divine. 
The voice that fpeaks in thunderi 

Says, " Siinner, I am thine I'* 

MORNING HYMN* 

By S. Cleveland BLYTHi^ 

/^N wings of brighteft radiafice 
^^ borne, 

From orient ikies now burfts the morrtf 

The feather'd fongftcrs wake their 

drains* - 

And tenfold beauty gilds the plains. 

Tho' round the bed of gentle fleep. 
Kind guardian pow'rs their Vigirt 

keep ; 
My foul refre&'d and tunM fo gay. 
In rapture hails the new-born day. 
Toth' Almighty GOD above. 
Thou fource divine of blifs and love ! 
We owe the bleffings that impart 
Such joyous feelings to the heart. 
Fram month to month, from year t# 

year. 
We're ftili the objeas of thy care 5 
And when thine high beheft is giv'n# 
The exultirg foul is call'd to hcav'n. 

EVENIN9 HYMN., 
By S. Cleveland Blyth. 

FAR weft declined, the Orb of day 
To opean winds his weary way ; 
Thefons of men wiih toil opprefs'd, • 
Retire to filence and to reft. 
Ss " • 
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Tho* nigfaf 8 dark hoart our eyelids 

Oar feafes lull to foft repofe, ' 
Wc troft m God't prot^ing aid* 
To guide u» thro' the Umtlj (faader *• 

Hitiiands dlreft this Foiling ball. 
He bids eartb^s crrplrrs rife and hlU 
Calls worlds to being in a breath. 
And fltuts ten thoufaund eyes in death. 

Dread. God! thou fource of endlefs 

praiib-^ 
TboQ tteroe of nrerlafting lays ! 
Grant us ihy erace» and O ! may we. 
While Uring, live alone to thee ! 

SONNET. 

By S^ Cleveland Bltth. 

A U|lOR A dawn*d, and callM me 
•"- ' to the field i 
' ; A rofe fat blufliing in the pride of 

morn; 
Sparkling with dewj the little wanton 
imird. 
And fecm^d to (bow the humbler 
ilowrets fcoin. 

I went at eve, the charm was feen 
no more; 
The blaze of -noon hstd ftrack her 

glories dead ? 
Lifelefs and pale fiie hung hei* droop* 
ing head, 
Ala»! how Toon's the fweet delu* 
• -fion o'er. 

Ye bt^fy trifle r$ of the day ! 

"* See here an emblem of your fate ; 
Ye fpcrt along Itfife's flow'ry way, 
Norjieedi your nnrth it& final dute. 
Swift glides the pafiing hour ; 
Learn then, O man ! its everlafling 

worth : 
Call into afiion ev^iV virtue forth. 

And future blifs lecurc. 
The mchricholy leifon'** nigh. 
When Wee thcrofc, you'll ficken, pine 
and die 5 ^ 

Life's parting tide (hall ebb to flow 
nomoict 



The following; Verfirs, being the Pn>- 

du^ion or a poor pious Woman 

in Affli^lion, are inferted at the Re- 

quel* of her Friend, as expreflive of 

- her Faith and Hope.— -£4^^. 

<» Tbomgb I ^alk through the ValUy 
of tbt Shadow of D^atb, I tvilifeitr 
no Eiili for *Tivu art twitb ms,^* 

"tTTHEN earthly comforts' vanifli, 
^^ And Itke a fhadow fly^ 
Whv ibonU I droop and languiOi 
Whilft Pve a friend fo nigh. 

Who promifes to guide me. 
And bear me fiiSly through } 

My heart no fliadow fearches. 
With Canaan in my view. 

No more my cares perplex me, 

Or Cghs my bolom rend 5 
How on thofe ibadows vex me. 

But Jefus is my firiend j 

A friend that loves at all times. 
There's none with him can vi<i— 

•Ti« Jefos is the Brother 
Born for adverfity. 

Ami he will never leave me, 
But keep roe neai* his (ide ; 

To thofe green paflures lead me,. 
Wnerc his own. flocks abide. 

When I walk through the .vaUey, 
And Death's dread dudes appear^ 

Yet wiU I fear no evil. 
For Jefus will be near. 

When on the banks of Jordan, 
Jiift pUmging in its (Vreamr 

Oi life the good and evil 
W'iil then a fliadow ieem. 

When pailing through that river, 
Shogkl phantoms rife to fright, 

Jefus win then deliver, 
Ani^ fill me with delight. 

To the manfion he's provided. 

He will my foul remove 
From this world's fleeting fhadow. 

To real joys above. 

Eliza Jori>an. 
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MONTHLY OCCURRENCES, 



Septtmber *6, 
'M'Otwithftanding the captiireof the 
,-*-^ French forces in Ire1and» that 
country is in the moft diftra^ed (itua- 
tion. At a variety of places t^ Re« 
belt are in great force, pariicularif io 
Connavght, where they are headed by 
French OKieers, who are makint; the 
cinoft it^tve efforts xo dti'cipline them. 
•The Rebel leader Holt, continues to 
COWRUt great rava^a in the comities 
4>Sri>ublin, Wicklow, and Kildare. 

By the country gentlehien fn vari- 
oas^|MUt6 of Ireland, the profpeft of 
ihe long, dark nighfs of Winter, is 
CQntetnpialcd with4reai7 and gl^ooiiiy 
^raqtions. Scarcely knowing whom 
XOfionfuXc in, oi- whom to be afraidoft 
jofimy hftVK determined not to trult to 
the dotfbtfuJ fecurity of their own 
coiJtetry houfes, biut bate retired ro 
tjic MctrepoHs* 

, 5»S. A letter from Flore«ce, da^ed 
Aiiguil 11, fays ^* According to Ict- 
^rs from Naples, the French Charge 
4' Affairs has given in a note* to the 
Neapolitan Miniftry, in which he 
^roTcda agaiiilt the a<imi(r)on of the 
, EugliA fleet into the harbours of 

Si^ly^. and declares it will b« conli. 
dered as a breach of the Treaty of 
Fcace. Frendi troops* aite contina- 
ally, on thek march towai^s the Nea- 
\" politao frontiers. • j 

O^ 3. Yttferday evening nn Ex 
traordinary Gazette was puhli4hcd, 
containing an account of the compltrtc 
defeat of the French fleet, which con- 
veyed Buonaparte fo E^ypt. The 
letter from Admiral Ncllon does not 
eotdr very much inro detail: but it 
appears^ that the French fleet, which 
was offRo/etta, had inaile every dif- 
polition, both by mooring xp a itrong 
line of battle, and trebling b^iteriej) 
on an ifland, to refift any attack that 
might be made upon them, and 10 
bring off Buonaparte and his army in 
cafe he flipuld not be able- to/ecure 
Tiimfelf in Egypt 5 it is faid too, that 
t he French ilett expefted avifitfrom 
the £ngli(h. The a£Uon commenced 



on the everting of tbt tftef Aug 
and was co^tmued during 'the iimne 
^ the next day:, The French bad i ) 
fail- of the line and four frigates, the 
Englifb I) fail of the line, and a 5^ 
gUA (hip* The French,jth«iigh moor- 
ed in a line of battle^ could not a^ 
well, , their Situation incomnioded 
them, and their cloienefsto thoibore 
prevented the manceuvering and 
working their fliips properly, but they 
«finoyird our ihips coniiderably, as 
they led into a^K>n. The Bellero* 
phopWas inidiiiongiide rheL^Orient> 
the French Admiral* t fliip^ and en« 
gaged her for four hours ) the lat- 
ter then caught Are, and, blew up, 
with a thouiaud people on board, 
with . a dreadful explofion. The 
Slaughter on board the French fliips 
was piodigot>s, it amounted accord- 
ing to fome accounts^ to fcveral thou* 
ia^s. On the flde of the Engliih 
there was 995 killed and wounded* 
To conclude, nine fail of the line^^ 
and two frigates were taken } two fail 
of the line aisd one frigate were bumt^ 
and two fail and one mgare cfcaped \ 
one tan into Rhodes, and was feized 
by tlie Turks. Achuiral N^lfonliat 
liiice b^n- created a Peer, by the title 
of Baron. 

5. A Royal Order, has been pub- 
lilhed in Hanover, impofing an ex* 
traoidinaiy War Tax for three years, 

, towards the fttpport of the Army of 
Obfcrvatv n, for the defence of hii 
Britaniiic^'Jelty's German Eltates. 

6. Lctttrs from Pc^riburg, dated 
Sept. I ft, ft:ite that a confpiracy hits 
been difcovercd againll Paul I. whe- 
ther it be real or pretended, it has 
been ju^lgeJ proper to impUcate in it 
8 pettousof ihe higheft rank, of this 
number arfl^riixe Poniatouflcy and 
Prince Galttzm. They were all im- 
mediately tranfported to Siberia. 

8* f^y advices received from his 
Majefty's iClinifler at Coiiftantmople, 
dated beptcmbcr 3d, it appears that 
war has been declared by the Grand 
Signior againlt the French ^ that the 
French 
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French Mihifter^ with hit whole leg«- 
tKm, liave been fdit to (he Caflle o( 
the Seven Towers* and that iome 
French inerch ap t fliipt in the hari 
hour hxft beea taken pc&ITion of% 
The Rnflian auxilliafy ^oadroa wis 
in fight ^f Cocftaminople on that 
Jay. 

lu Paflbwan Oghni) fo far from 
havinyagreed to terms with the Porte, 
as has Iwen reported, appears to be in 
neater force thai, ever, and the 
Torkiik troops fent again ft him have 
betn unable to make any impreHion. 
The defigns of tiiis Wader, aiefaid to 
be moH extenfive, and bis ambition, 
talents, and conrageare allowed to be 
ver>' great. The feeds of Revolution 
have betn thickly Town by him in 
Oitece, and according to fome ae- 
counts have already produced in fur- 
refbons in various puts otthat coun- 
try. 

J 6. It is generally ctpe£led that 
•t the opening of Parliament, fome 
prcpofids will be made for the pur« 
pofe mf eflleding an onion between 
Ireland and this country. 

The fioliowing has been ealra£M 
from a London paper, generally pof- 
(kSM of very good, information .*—> 
^ We are informed ficom authority 
we are not iucHned to doubt, ihat the 
French Directory (bme time ago dif- 
patclicd a fwift failing veflel, to the 
United States, with an accredited 
agent to adjiift all differences between 
fVance and America. It is probable 
therefore we fhall £ooti have to an- 



nounce the tttum of harmony be« 
tiMeenthe rwo Republics. 

to. A itrious inrurreftion hat 
taken place at Maita ; the French 
General had iaprodtmlv put arms 
into the hands of the inhabitants^ 
who on the fignal of two pieces of . 
cannon being fired in the Old City, 
attacked the French, took the can- 
non on fcveral batteries, toMhsr 
w«tha quantity of powder, and pilt 
upwards of too French (bldien to 
death. The French are pent up ia 
the fortrefs, very much in want of 
provifions, and the En^Iifli are m^ 
peAed to get poffefTion of the place the 
moment their fleet appears before iu 
, aa. lAff night a Gazette Extraor** 
dinary was publiihed, contaipisg an 
account of the complcat defest of the 
Bred fquadron | the a^ioit wai 
warmly coiitefled» and the force 
nearly equaL 

as. Accounts have been leccivcd 
at the^ Admiralty, of theLeander, ot 
50f^ns, having been carried into 
Corfu by a French line of battle (hip. 

25. Saturday a Council was held, 
wl|en Parliament. vras prorogued to 
he aoth of November. 

The Grand Viaier of the Torkifh 
Empire has been depofed,. and ha» 
been fucceeded by a periba k& in^ 
clined to the French intereft. 

a6. Letters from Madras fay that 
an extenfive.annanient is preparing 
by the Englifh, for the purpofe of at* 
tacking the Dutch Settlement ofBa- 
tavia« 




Univerfalift's Mifcellany 

For NOVEMBER, 1798. 



£SSAV ON PUNITIVE JUSTICE* J 

t)£AR SfR> ' 

WE live in an age when many fubje£ls are brought 
forward for inveftigation and fcrutiny* The doc- 
trine of future ipunifhmeht forms a general fubjedl of con^ 
teffatlon, and, I think, is by no means unworthy the ferioua 
Confideration of all men ; becauTc the charafter of God,, anrf 
the future fituation of <ireatures are clofely conne£ked there-, 
with ; and 1 think It may be admitted as a fa6l, that men, 
having fuppofed God to be fuch an one as themfelves, has 
beeji the fruitful fource from which the common opinion o£ 
future puniihment has fprung. 

It may not be thought altogether unworthy our enquiry, 
■whether men have not transferred the icieas of punifliments 
among men to the divine conduEl in inflifting puniftiments. 
upon his creatures, and the line of the poet will apply to other 
than the heathen world. ,, 

<* And hell was built on/pite and heaven on pride, '''^ 

If it (hould not be thought afide from the (fefigft of your 
Mifcellany, I would offer you a few thoughts upon the fub- 
jed of punifhment among men, efpecially capital puhifti- 
ment, to which this is intended as an introdu£lion ; and in" 
treating of which I wi(h toconfider it merely as a branch of 
philofophy^ and myfelf as if feated upon the brow of fome 
lonely mountain, with my Bible and the Hiftory of the 
World, from the earlieft period down to the dole of the 
eighteenth century, in my hand. 

Puniftiments are certainly neceffary : it is much to be 
wiflied that the ftate of fociety were fuch that it did not re- 
quire the tTntxcikoi punitive juftice ; but is it not worth while 
to enquire whether criminal laws, as they have been en- 
Jforccd, m different periods and among different nations^ have 
' Vol, n. Tt had 
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had the falutary cffeS of leflening crimes, encreafing the 
fafety and happinefs of focicty at large, and reftoring of cri- 
minals from the error of their ways ? Has not the revcrfcto 
this never happened in fome nations? Let Ruffia fpeak--- 
fcr the executions upon the Woiga bear teftimony. And in 
oi^p of the moil civilized nations upon the face of the earth, 
did we never hear of crimes commhted under xht gallows ^ 
while an unhappy being has been expiring upon the fame r 
One would alk, in fuch countries, is fociety bettered by 
thefc executions ? Are they calculated to improve the mo- 
rals of the livingi while they tear from focicty a member 
which might, through proper difcipline, be made ufe&L 

Man is the workmanship of Deity, and confequentlj^ is the 
faired property of the moft high God, poffeflbr of heaven and 
earth. This is a point no one willdifpute. There are doatiy 
important things conne£led with this view of the fybje^ ; 
Tnch as the right that God, and only God, Has to difpofe o£ 
his creatures, uiall circumftances, as ihall bed fuit the pur- 
pofes of infinite wifHom and goodnefs. Man comes into this 
world under the laws which God has eftablifhed in nature. Is 
placed in fuch circumflances as are moil fit and fuitable^ 
God fixes the bounds of our habitations, &c. Man mpfi 
abide, like a centinel at his' po/l^ until he who placed hiai 
there removes him ; he has not power over his own life;, he 
cannot deprive himielf^of it, without violating the law of 
his Maker. His breath is in his noffrlls, and though the 
thread, which conneds him with his fellpw beings, be fleur 
d^r, he has no right to fnap it, and make his exit. Aiii 
why ? Becaufe he is not his own, but the property of God ; 
and God has not given him pcfwcr over his own life, but 
tnade it bis oluty and privilege t€vchfsri(h and preferve it. 
Difmal indeed would be the fituatton of fbciety, if, in z M 
of g^ief and perplexity, arifing from the embarraflineitt of! 
zSz\vst or any other caufe, it could be confidi»ciii 86 a daty 
for man,> by his-own hand, to extricate himfelf from fuch a< 
lltuatioH, when ai little patience perhaps vi411 fee aaf end tb* 
embaTrafloAents, and a wife be favedrfrom premamre wiibMr-* 
IvOod, and children from becomiiig fat-berlefa ; amd 



— « The ('zrk^ (foy 



♦♦ (Livttih tc-morrcw) »vi!t have paflfed awajr/' 

And for the fame reafon, man muft not deftrqy the life of 
hfis fellovv man. Men are very tenacious of their property, 
who think it no crime lo (teal men, and deprive, in various 

wajrs^ 
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ways, thofe beings of life who belong to God alone. The 
crime of murder has been conBilered by all. nations as very 
enormous and (hocking, that np govemmeDts have fuiFered it 
to be committed with impunity- Hence the various laws 
th^t have been made in different ages, and the various m^ 
thods of punilhing thofe who have been guilty of it ; and wo 
well know ^he pupifhcnent of death has been inflidled rfof 
crimes ?^r lefs th^p murder. The fojreft hws in England, 
before the. birth of Magna CbATta^ made it death to kill 9 
1)eaft in the king'§ foreft v and uncijer ihfi fatne infti«utipr\s \tk 
France, a pe^fant being s^ccufed of kilting a bmr^ in o^def 
to extoni;atc the crime, faid^ in bi^ defei^e, he though^ it ha4 
|)eeh a marj. — Shocking ! thrice horrid exprefficp ! But tho 
laws of ihat coimtry only were criminal ; tbey^ confidered xh^ 
. property of God as a me^e nothing,, when cqnppared with a 
wild bcaft. 

The inhuman Draco boaft«d Uiat he^puniflxed all crwrn^ 
with deatk : fmall ones, be Cdd, deferved it, and he coul4 
think of no greater for lar.ge pnes* Probably there was na 
chriftiap incjujfition iji hl> aay?! no Calvia tainftjcuft him, or 
110 method of. half killing difcoveced. 

If 8?^ be ceally the prqpetty of God, then, whoever de- 
prives hitp of lifc, without a W2i:rant froia him foi: (aiouif^^ 
qjonamits mjijrder. ^ I fliall nox now enxj^uixc whether God has. 
giV4jn authority to man roj xhk purpofe^ thouglji, by thebye^ 
we may cxpeft to fwd it aofjong Cbriftians and fwt among 
Heathens, for that would l^evel the whple, and make no diC*_ 
tin/^ion between ieJkvers and infidels^ and it cannot .be eitheJS. 
blafphemy or berefy to call Dnaco a m^rderex. 

Thi§ much, may be obferved, that ys^e live ondei! adifpcn-: 
Cation pf mercy and g^ace, and are under -the ajiubority o^ 
Jefus, riot PracQ ; the one (Tefu^)bas aboliQieddeath, and* 
caft alight upon the fubjedl of life and immortality;, th^ otbeir 
(E)racp) mignt be faid to abolifti life and \ntioduce deaths 

I am aware that many objections may be brou^hti from tha 
Mof^ic difpenfation, from the nature and enormity of indir- 
vidual murder, ^c. &c. which it would he out of place heret^ 
to confider, and as I have extended this letter beyond the li- 
mits I propofed, 1 (hall conclude by aiking, whether it muft 
i?oi in every nation be mote d^efirable to preve^l than puni(K 
<;rim?y^ 

And am. Sir. 

Your's refpeafully^ J". B. W. 

4uguji 16, 1798. 

Tt2 NA- 
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NATURAL l^lSTORY. 

f Confirmed from p. ^62. J 

FROM the account which we have given of minesy it 
appears that the internal parts of the globe are fillecl 
"with vapc urs of various kinds, it is not therefore furprifing, 
that they (hould at different times reach the . furface, and 
there put on various appearance. In faft, much of the fa- 
lubrity, and much of the unwholefomenefs of climates and 
foils is to be afcribed to thefe vapours, which make their 
way from the lM>weIs of the earth upwards, and refrefh or 
taint the air >¥ith their exhalations. Salt mines being na-? 
turally cold fend forth a degree of coldnefs to the exte^na^ 
air, to ^omfort and refreih it. See PhiL Tranf. vol. ii. 
?• 5^3* On the contrary, metallic mines are known, not 
only to warpi it with their exhalations, hut often to deftroy 
llU kinds of vegetation by their corrofive fumes.. In fome 
mines denfe vapours are plainly perceived iffuing from their 
tnouths, ^nd fenfibly warm to the touch. In fome places, 
neither fnow nor ice will continue on the ground that covers 
a mine ; apd ovef others the fields are found deftitute of ver^ 
dure. The inhabitants, alfo, are rendered dreadfully fenfible 
of thefe fubterraneous exhalations, being affefted with fuch 
a variety of evils proceeding intirely from this caufe, that 
books have been written profeffedly upon this clafs of dif- 
orders. See Boyle, yol. iii. p. 238. Nor are thefe vapoury 
•which thus elbape to the furface of the earth, intirely un- 
confined ; for they are frequently, in a manner circumfcribed 
to a fpot: the grotto Del Cani, before mentioned, is an in- 
fiance of this; the noxious effefts of which have made that ca- 
vern famous for many centuries. This Grotto which hasmuch 
employed the attention of travellers, lies within four miles of 
Naples, and is fituated near a large lake of ^clear and whole- 
fome water. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the landlkip 
which this lake affords ; being Currounded with hills covered 
with forefts of the moft beautiful verdure, and the whole bear- 
ing an amphitheatrical appearance. However, this region, 
beautiful as it appears, is almoft entirely uninhaliitfed ; the few 
peafarits that neceffity compels to refide there, looking quite 
confumptive and ghaftly, from the poifonous exhalations that 
rife from the earth. The grotto it felf lies on the fide of an 
hill, near which place a peafant refides, who keeps a number 
of dogs for the purpofe of (hewing the experiment toth^ 
curious. Thefe poor animals al>Yays feem p^rfcAly fenfiWc 
•' • " of 
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pf the approach of a ftrancgn and endeavour to get out of 
the way. However, the^B|llempts being perceived, they 
pre taken and brought to tne grotto; the noxious efFefls oif 
\yhich they have fo frequently experienced. ' Upon entering 
this place, which is a little cave, or hole rather, dug into the 
hill, about eight feet high, and twelve feet long, tht obfever 
can fee no vifible marks of its peftilental vapour.; only to 
about '4 foot from the bottom, the wall feems to be tinged 
with a colour refembling that of ftagnant waters. When 
the dog, this poor philofophical martyr, as Tome have called 
him, is hel^ above this mark, he does not feem to feel the 
fmalleft inconvenience ; but when his head is thruft down 
lower, he ftruggles to get free for a little while ; but in the 
fpace of four or five minutes, he loofes all fenfation, and is 
taken out feemingly dead. Being plunged in the neighbour- 
ing lake, he immediately recovers, and is permitted to run 
home, which he does without any apparent injury. This 
vapour, which thus for a time fufFocates, is of the humid 
kind, as it extinguifhes a torch, and fullies a looking glafs; 
|)ut there are other vapours perfedly inflammable, and that 
only require the approach of a candle to fet them blazing. 
Of this kind was the burning well at Brofely, which is now* 
flopped ; the vapour of which, when a candle was brought 
within about a foot of the furface of the water, caught 
flame like fpirits of wine, and continued blazing for feveral 
hours afterwards. Of this kind, alfb, are the perpetual fires 
in the kingdom of Perfia. In that province, where the 
worfhippers of fire hold their chief myfteries, the whole 
furface of the earth for fome extent, feems impregnated 
with inflammable vapours. A reed ftuck into the ground 
and lighted on the top, continues to burn like a flambeau ; 
^ hole^ made beneath the furface of the earth, inftantly be- 
comes a furnace anfwering all the purpofesof a culinary fire. 
'[jThere they make lime by merely burying the ftones in the 
earth, and watch with Veneration the appearances of a flame 
that has not been extinguillied from time immemdrial- How 
diff^ejent are men in various climates ! This uninformed peo- 
ple worfhip the vapours as a deity,' which in other parts of 
the world are confidered as one of the greateft of evils. 

From the above account of the dog being recovered from 
fpfFocation, by being plunged into water, an hint may be 
taken for the treatment of perfons fuffocated by damps and 
no3jLious vapours in inines, wells, and clofe cellars. Whether 
^ny in fuch cafes have ever been fuddenly plunged in cold 

** . . ^ water. 
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wate^ we knqw not, as we have never heard of an; fuch io« 
fiance ;. but it feems reafonable to fuppofe that Aich sf method 
^'ould be attended with fuccefs. 

The following ingenious method of difSpating the 
noxious vapours commonly found in wells or other uibterr 
raneovis places, is related in Phil. Tranf. Philadelphia, by 
Mr. Robinfon of Philadelphia the inventor. * After various 
iinfuccefsful trials (fays he) I was led toconfider how I might 
convey a large quantity of frefh air from the top to the bot- 
tom of the well, fuppofmg that the foul would neceflaril]^ 
give way to the pure air. With this view I procured a paif 
of fmitbs bellows, fixed in a wooden frame fo as tp work in 
the fame manner as at a forge. This apparatus b^ing pUce4 
at the edge of the well, one end of a leathern tube (the hof<f 
of a fire engine) was clofely adapted to the nofe of the bcl- 
lows^ and the other end was thrown into the well, reaching 
within one foot of the bottom. At this time the well ws^. 

}b infeded^ that a candle would not Inirn at a (bon didanc^ 
rom the top ; but, after blowing with my bellows only half 
an hour, the candle burned bright at the bottom, then, with« 
out farther difficulty, 1 proceeded in my work, and finilhed 
my well.' 

Wells, are often made in a very flight manner, owing to. 
the difficulty of working in them, and there have been man]^ 
Catal inftances of the danger attending the worknien; but,^ 
by the above method, there is neither difficulty nor danger 
in compleating the work with the utmou folidity. It i^ ob-. 
vious that in cleandng vaults, and working in any other fub- 
terraneous places fubjedl to damps^ the fame method wiU bq 
attended with the fame beneficial effeds. 

Mines and caverns, as we have faid, reach but a very little; 
way under the furface of th^ earth, and men have had no 
opportunity hitherto of exploring further. Without all 
doubt the wonders that are ftill unknown, furpafs thofe that 
have been reprefented, as there are depths of thoufands of 
miles which are hidden from our inquiry. The only tidings 
which we have from thefe unfathomable regions are b]^ 
means of 

VOLCANOES, 

which are burning mountains that feem to difcharge their 
materials from very great depths in the earth \ though by no, 
means from the center of it. A volcano, fays BufFon, may 
be confidcred as a cannon of immenfe fize, the mouth of 
\yhich is often near two miles in circumference* From thi^ 

dfeadful 



dreiidKfil aperture ate difcharged torrents of flarhe and JTiU^ 
phfify and rivers of m^lred metal. Whole clbudfe of fmdbi 
aitd $(hes) with rocks of enormous fize, iite diftrharg^ tof 
fttatiy miles di(laD«e'; f<3 that the force of the tnoft pdwerfiit 
arttlkry, is but as a bttczt agitating a feather in comparifon; 
In the dehige of fire awd melted matter which runs dowh tHK 
itdes of the mountains, whole cities are fometimes fwaUowh<f 
op ahd cohfumed. Thofe rivers of liquid fire are fometinrte!^ 
feveral miles wide, and two hundred feet in depth; ahcf . 
when they harden^ frequently produce hills of cbnfiderablc 
magnitude^ Nt>r is the danger confined to fuch as are ittf^^ 
mediately withki reacih of die eruption ; but the force bf thd" 
intern^ fire ftruggling for vent, frequently produces earth- 
■ qtiakes through the whole region where the volcano is fituat- 
• ed. So dreadful have been thefe appearances, that ndeflf'^ 
terrors have added new horrors to the fcene, and they hivii 
regarded as- prodigies what we know to be the refult of na- 
tiiftrf califes. Some philofophers have confldered them a$f 
vents CGtoitounkating Wkh the fires of the center, and th^- 
bulk of mankind have thought them to be the mouths of helV 
itfelf. T^ht inhabitants of Iceland believe the bellowings of 
'Mount Hecla are nothing elfe but thecries and groans of tfter 
damned^ and that its eruptions are comrived only to increafi^ 
illdr p«!ps-^. Thus aftonifliment begets fear, and fear U th6* 
parent of foperftition. 

Bet if we regard tbis fiibje^S: with a more tranquil' and in- 
qn'^fve eye> we fliall find that thefe confl^attons are pro-f 
dsced by verify obvimis and natural caufes. We have already 
l^^vipprHtd of the various iftineral fuBftances containeci in . 
the btifofn df- the earth, ^6 th€it aptnefs to burft out into- 
6ame^« , Marcafitcs afid pytitei, in particwlar, by being hii- 
mified with water or tk^ contt^^- heat,- and often endeavour' 
to cxptnd with irrefiftitle ex:pk]rfik>n. Thefe, therefore, be- 
ing- lodged in the depths of tite earth; of in the bofom of 
moulntains, and being either v^tfffiedby tfieaCcidentaliriflu^t 
<rf waters bdow, or fenmed hy zii) itiCmiridtng itfeH tHrc^gfe 
pefpeadicolar fifftfres fi»»m ^b6ve, take fire/. At firft theiif 
OfkT2Xiom are perceived by only heaving in earthquafK^, 
but at length they burft thrdtigh etery obflfifcle, and mak?i* 
theit df eadiul difcharge in a volcano. , * 

* Volcanoes dxe found in ill parts of the earth : there vx& 
tkrcc very remarkaWe ones in Europe ; iEtj^a in Sidly, Vie-* 
fsviiis in Italy, and Hecb in PceHnd'. Mtnz has- been * 
volcaoo for ages iramertio^ial. Iv^ eruption^ a^ Vei^y via- 
Jtnt, and its difcharge has been known tq cover the country 

-. wi4fa 
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with lava> puminice-ftone, a(hesy and cinders^ miles r6u6d if ^ 
from ten to fixty-cight feet deep. In the year 1537 an erup-« 
tion of this mountain produced an earthquake thjtHigh the 
whole iil^nd tor twelve days, overturned many houfes^ andae 
laft formed a new aperture, from which iiTued foch a quan^ 
tity of matter as to overwhelm all the country within five 
leagues round. The cinders thrown- up were driven even into( 
Italy, and its burnings were feen at M^lta* which is fixty^ 
leagues diilance. There is nothing more awful, . fays 
Kircher, than the eruptions of this mountain, nor notjbing^ 
more d;ingerous than attempting to examine its appearances, 
even long after its eruption has ceafed. As we attempt to 
clamber up its fteepy lidcs, every (lep we take upwards, the. 
feet flip back half way. Upon arriving near the fummit, 
afhes and fnow with an ill aflbrted conjundion, prefent no-^ 
thing but objeds of defolation. Nor is this the worft, for, 
as all places are covered over, many caverns are entirely 
l>idden from the fjght, into which, if the enquirer happenr 
to fall, he finks to the bottom, and meets inevitable deftruc<» 
tion. Upon coming to the edge of the great crater, nothing 
can fufficiently reprefent the tremendous magnificence oF 
the fcene. A gulph two miles over, and fo deep, that no 
bottom can be feen ; on the fides pyramidical rocks ftarting 
out between apertures that emit fmoak and fiame ; all this 
accompanied with a found that never ceafes, louder than 
thunder, ftrikes the bold with horror, and the religious with 
veneration for him that has power to c^ontroul its burnings,^ 
In defcriptions of Vefuvius, or Hecla, we ihall fcarce 
find any thing but a repetition of the fame terrible objeds,: 
but rather lellencd, as thefe mountains are not fo lat^ as the 
former. The crater of Vefuvius is but a mile acrofs, ac- 
cording to the fame author ; whereas that of iEtna is two. 
On this however we muft place no dependance,' as the cra-^ 
ters alter every day; being leflened by the mountains finking 
in at one eruption, and enlarged by the fury of another. 
It is not one of the lead remarkable particulars refpeding 
Vefuvius, that Pliny the elder was fuffbcated in one of its 
eruptions; for his curiofity impelling him too near, he 
found himfelf involved in fmoke and cinders when it was 
too late to retire; and his companions hardly efcaped tor 
^ive an account ot his misfortune. In was in that dread- 
ful eruption that the city of Herculaneum was over-* 
whelmed; the ruins of which were difcovered about fifty 
years ago, at the depth of fixty feet below the furface of' 

thei 
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the ground, and what is Itlll more femarkable, 40 feet below 
the bed of ihc fea. One of the moft femarkable eruptions of 
this .mountain was in the year 1707, which is thus dcfcribcd 
by Valetta. ** Towards the latter end of fummer the mount 
Vefuvius,- that had for a long time been filent, now began 
,to give fome figns of commotion. Little more than in- 
ternal murrlnurs at firft were heard, that feemed to contend 
•with the lowcft depths of the mountain, no flame, nor even 
any fmoke was as yet feen. Soonafter fmoke appeared by 
day, and a flame by night, which feemed to brighten all the 
Campania. . At intervals alfo it (hot off fubftances with a 
found very like that of artillery, but which even at fo great 
a diftance as we were at, infinitely exceeded them in great- 
n^fs. Soon after it began to>throw up afhes, which be- 
coming the fport' of the winds, fell at great diftances, and 
fome many miles off^. To this fucceeded fliowcrs of ftones. 
which killed many inhabitants of the valley, but made a 
dreadful havoc among the cattle. Then a torrent of burning 
" matter began to roll down the fides of the mountain, at 
firft with a flow and gentle motion, but foori with increafed 
celerity. The matter thus poured out, when coW, feemed, 
upon infpeftion, to be of vitrified earth, the whole united 
into a mafs of more than ftony hardnefs. But what was 
particularly obfervable was, that upon the whole furface of 
thefe melted materials, a light fpongy llone feemed to float j' 
while the lower body was of the hardeft fubftance, of which 
o\ir roads are ufually made. Hitherto there were no appear- 
ances but what had been often remarked before ; but on the 
third or fourth day, feemihg flaflies of lightning were (hot 
from the mouth of the mountain, with a noife far exceeding 
the loudeft thunder. Thefe fla(hes, in colour and brightnefs^ 
refembled what we ufually fee in tempefts, but they aflumed 
a more twifted and ferpentine form. After this followed 
fuch clouds of fmoke and a(hes, that the whole city of 
Naples — though eight miles diftance from Vefuvius— in the 
midft of day, was involved in nofturnal darkncfs, and xht 
neareft friends were unable to diftingui(h each other in this 
frightful gloom. If any perfon attempted to ftir without 
torch light, he vvas obliged to return,* and every' part of the 
city was filled with fupplication and terror. At length, after 
a continuance of fome hours, about one o'clock at mid- 
night, the wtnd blowing from the north, ^hc ftars hegan to 
be feen ; the heavens, though it was night, began to grow 
Vol. IL Uu brighter; 
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and the eruptions, after a continuance of fifteen days to 
lefTen. The torrent of melted matter wais feen to extend 
from the mountain down to the (hore : the people began to 
return to their former dwellings, and the whole face of 
nature to refemble its former appearance/' 

fTo he continued,) 



JOB. 

Continued from Page 191 • 
CHAP. IV. 

i nr^HEN Alipaz.anfwered and faid, 
a JL Should I try a word with thee, thou wilt faint ; 
But redraint in fpeech who can endure ? 

3 Behold, thou had difciplined multitudes. 
And the relaxed hands thou haft ftrcngthened, 

4 The ftumbling thou haft caufed to ftand up by thy words. 
And the knees bowed down, thou haft ftrcngthened. 

5 But now he cometh towards thee, and thou fainteft ; 
He reacheth unto thee, and thou art terrified. 

The overthrow of Job, fo nearly rel'embling the judgments of God on 
fome notoriouily wicked men, had raifed in the minds .of his three friends 
a fufpicion of hi» moral charailer ; his intemperate complaint (trengthened 
their fufpicion. The following reply kindles aflame of controverfy, which 
fpreadeth through the far greater portion of the Poem, T-hat part of the 
difpute on the ways of God in which be and they are engaged^ is the means 
employed by the Poet to work up his dilcontent to its highell pitch. The 
other part, managed fingly by Elihu, is contrived to remove the embam^- 
ment and prepare him for fubmiifion. Both parts carry on the defign of 
the Poem 5 which is firft toexpofe, and then cure that difcontent. 

This addrefs of Aliphaz has the appear^ince of friendfhip j but fevcral 
Ibokes, and the tenor of the whole, too plainly (hew that he fuppofed the 
afflictions of his friend to be the punifhment of preceding guilt 

There is an airofmajefty and authority in this fpeaker, which I think 
clearly diftinguiiheth his manner from that of Bildad and Zophar. 

3 & a The Tem'anite reply 'd : To /peak our fenfe ^ 

Shall we prefume and haziard the offence ? 

But whom can filence hold, or doubt fufpend. 

To truth unfaithful or difpleafe his friend ? 
3 & 4 Not.fuch the drain, when grief attentive hung 

On the wife leflTons of thy powerful tongue : ♦ 

Affli6lion*s palfyM arm was flrung by thee,' 

The toti'ring ftep confinn'd and feeble knee : 

What numl^rs in the conflift h If fubdu'd, 

Arouz'd to courage, ftrong m patience flood I 
5 Now, touchM thyfelf, and thine the fuff*nng part, 

Maz d and tknraan'd thou fainteit with the fmart* 

6 Should 
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6 Should not thy piety ie thy confidence ? 

And the perfeftnefs of thy ways, thy hope ? 
J Recolle£l now, who is he, teing innocent, that hatH 
perifhed ? 

And where have the upright been taken ofF? 

8 Like that which I have beheld. 

The contrivers of iniquity, and the fowers of oppreffion, 
(hall reap it. 

9 Through the breath of God they perifli, 

And through the wind of his noftrils they are con fumed. 

10 The roaring of the lion and the voice of the black lion. 
And the teeth of the young lions are broken. 

11 The fierce lion perifheth through want of prey, 
And thfe fons of the lionefs divide themfelves. 

1 2 For to me a word wasfpoken by ftealth, 
And mine ear received the murmur of it 

13 Through hurrying thoughts from vifions of the night. 
When deep fleep falleth upon men, 

14 A palpitatipn came lipon me, and a trembling, 
And the multitude of my bones were made \q (hake. 

15 Then a fpirit paflfed before my face, 
The pile of my fleih (iood up. 

16 He flood, but I could not penetrate his appearance ; 

6 Should not thy piety beneath the rod, » 
Infpire a noble confidence in God ? 

And confclous virtue, by its glorious pow V 
Fill thee with profpeft of falvation's hour ? 

7 A juft man perifh ? innocence o'crthrown ? 

Name the ftrange inftancej in what climate known ? 

8 But linners thus, if I thefecyes believe. 
Fit harveft of the crimes they fow, receive: 

9 A furious ftorm, th' Almighty's angry breath 
RufliM down and fmotethem with enormous death. 

10 At once was ftill'd the rav'ning lion's roar, 

The fierce black lion's growl was heard no more : 
One blowdifarmM thtf weaned lion's jaw, 

1 1 The Arong (tout lion mourn'd his familh'd maw 
And perifti'd : the mad lionefs was flain. 

Her whelps were fc?itter'd o'er the fandy plain. 
la But hear the word divine, to me convey'al, 

.Than pearl more precious in the midnight (hade ; 

13 Amidlt th' emotions which from vifion's rife. 
When ifnore than nature's fleep feals human eyes. 

14 Fear feiz'd my foul, the hand of horror took 
My (hudd'ring fle(h, and ev'ry member (hook. 

1 5 For a ftrong wind with ru(hidg fury pafs'd 
So near, fo loud, blaft whirling after blaft. 
That my hair darted at each ftifF'ning pore, 

16 Anil (toed erc6l. At cnce the wild uproar 

The 
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The fimilitude was before mine eyes, 

Thefe urns filencey and L heard a voice, 
1 7 « Shall a mortal be juftificd before God ? 

" Verily fhall a mortal man be pure rather than hb 
Maker? 
i8 " Behold in his fervants he caufeth not fiipport, 

** And in his raeflengers, he will confider irregularity : 

19 " Certainly the dwellers in mud houfes, 
" Who have in the duft their foundations, 
" Are bumbled before the face of a moth : 

20 ** From morning to night are they bruifed, 

" Through the diilblution of their place, before the ftib- 
duerthcy perifh. 

21 " Doth not their abundance remove with them ? 
" Tet they will die, but without wifdom," 

Was hu/hM 5 a prefence bnrft upon my fight 
(I faw no fliape) in majefty of light s 
Voice folIowM, and celeftial accents broke," 
Which in thefe terms their awful dilates fpoke : 
17 . " Is God arraign'd ? abfohr'd m^n's finful duft ? _ . j 

** Lefs pure his Maker ? ami bis Judge IcDs jull I 

1 8 " Lo he difcems, difcern'd by bira alone, 
** Spots In the fanftities around his throne: 
*^ Nor trufts his noble miniilers of flame 

** To yield him fervice, unalioy'd with blame. 

19 " Yet, innocent of blame (hall man be found ? 
" Tenants of clay and reptiles of the ground ? 

ao «« Crufh'd like the moth, thefe beings of a day 

** With unregarded wafte arc fwept away : 
21 ** Their honours pcrifli and themlelves defcend 

** Fools to the grave and thoughtiefs of their end." 

Scott. 

J I 

DIALOGUE BETWIXT X, Z. AND MYSELF, 
UPON ELECTION. 

Dear Sir, 

THE following Dialogue between X, Z, and myfelf, 
may ferve to obviate feme difficultijes which may be 
fuppofed by perfons who entertain different ideas, to attend 
the ftatement I have given of the dodrinc of eleftion. . 

X. Having read your letters on eleSion, I find you fiip- 
.pofe that a part of mankind are chofen with a view to the 
good of the whole, that all the bleflings beftowed upon the 
eled: are intended to make them a bleffing to others, and 
that the unalterable defign of Jehovah i^to have mercy upon 
the whole hunian race, and make them all ultimately happy. 

I will 
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I will thank you to inform me how fuch ideas are to be re- 
conciled with the pofitive declaration of the Moft High^ ** I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy," Exod. xxxiii. 
19. Rom. ix. 15. Is it not evident from thefc words 
that the Lord exercifeth his mercy in a fovereign way, as 
it pleafeth him ? " 

Authar, Undoubtedly, ^^Z'<9^^A is an abfolute fovereign, 
;and exercifeth his mercy, as he doth all his divine attributes, 
according to his own good pleafure ; ^but why fhould we 
fuppofe th^t the fovereignty, which God difp!ay§ in the ex- 
ercite of his mercy, limits it to a part of his, creatures, 
when we are exprefsly told that, " His tender mercies are 
over all his works," and that ** His mercy endureth for 
f ver?" If xh^MoJi High did not difplay his divine fovereignty 

" in (hewing mercy to fmners, it might be doubted whether 
that mercy^ would ultimately overcome every obftacle to 

, their happinefs ; but what can ftand againft the fovereignty 
of God ? What can prevent his doing his pleafure in (hewing 
mercy, in which he delighteth, to all his creatures who 
through fin have brought themfelves into a (tate of mifery, 
that he may rejoice in them, and they all praife him ? If 
the unbelief and aggravated iniquity of the Ifraelites did 
fiot prevent his'fulfilling his promifes and gracious intentions 
refpefting them, becaufe his mercy interpofed in a foverdgn 
way in their behalf, which appears to be the thing referred 
to in the words you have quoted, may it not be concluded 
that all the fins and miferies of mankind, will not prevent 
t^^e fipal accomplifliment of his gracious promifes and kind 
intentions relating to them, through the interpofitionof his 
pnercy in their behalf ? 

X. But is not the mercy of God difcriminating, are 
all alike partakers thereof, and are not divine favours be- 
llowed through the exercife of difcriminating mercy, for 
the Apoftle hath declared ** It is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that (heweth mercy?'' 
'Author, Let all this be fully admitted, what will it 
prove? Not that God's merciful difpofition and gracious 
defigns are limited to a part of his creatures. Not that all 
(hall not, fooner or latter, be made partakers thereof. Only 
that all are not alike partakers thereof in thcprefent ftate. 
The mercy of God not being at pr^fent equally experienced 
by all, is no proof ,that all wilFnot ultimately become re- 
cipients thereof, there was a, time when he faid he would 
have' no mercy upon the Ifraelites, Ifa. xxvii. 11. Hofei 
' ii. 



330 THE UNIVERSALtST S MISCELLANY. 

ii, 4« (i.e.) he would execute all his threatenings upon 
ihem, yet a time (hall come when he will have mercy upon 
them all, Roin. xi. 32. 

There are periods in which God hath (hown, and will 
ftiow, his wrath, or difpleafure, againft fin ; but he will 
not be always v/roth, his wrath endureth for a moment, 
bat his mercy endureth for ever : therefore mercy (hall ul- 
timately triumph. Are not the tender mercies of God over 
all his creatures indifcriminately ? Hath he not demonftrated 
his love to all mankind by giving hisfontodie for them? 
Is not the mercy of God manifefted to finneis indifcrimi- 
Dately in the gofpcl? Can any reafon be affigned why all 
who hear the gofpel do not become recipients of divine mer- 
cy, fo as to be faved by it, but their rcjedion theieof? If 
the carrying into efFeft the gracious defigns of yehovah de- 
|>cnded upon the creature, then there woujd be great danger 
of their mifcarrying, then we fliould have caufe to fear the 
univerfal reftoration would never take place; but fince the 
accomplifliing of all that God hath*fpoken is not of him 
that willcth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
jhewcth mercy, we may depend upon it every word (hall be 
fulfilled^ every thing, fooner or later, dpne for, and every 
blcflTing beftowed upon, every creature, that can be necelTary 
to reconcile all to God, Col. i. 20. 

X. How can 1 admit your reafoning to be juft, feeing 
the Apoftle hath not only faid that God hath mercy on whom 
he will ; but alfo that whom he will he hardeneth, and hatb 
adduced the cafe of Pharaoh as a proof of his po(ition, 
Rom. ix. 17, 18? 

Author, \yell, let us examine this matter, and not be 
hafty in drawing a conclufion which would be irreconcilcable 
with the divine charader and perfections, as revealed to 
ws in the fcripiures, for who can reconcile with the belief 
that God is love, that he loves all mankind, that he is good 
unto all, and his tender mercies over all his works, the 
fuppofition that by withholding his mercy he renders finners 
impenitent, and then puni(hes them for their impenitence? 
Who can reconcile with divine juftice the notion that God 
is both the author and puni(her of the obduracy and impe- 
nitence of finners? Who can reconcile with fuch a view of 
the divine condud, his unalterable abhorence of iniquity 
and, il4t)ng proteftations agaiuft it, and in particular the 
words of the apoftle, James i. 13. « God cannot be t *mptecl 
with evit^ neither tempteth he any man? 
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X., How thenivill you explain the paflage in qnedion? 

Author, Let us firft confider the cafe of Pharaoh, as it 
is from thence the Apoftle draws his conclufion, ** whom 
, he will he hardcneth," the words are " For the fcripturc 
iaith untt Pharaoh, even for this fame purpofe have I 
raifed thee up, that In might Ihew my power in thee, and 
that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.'* 
To what raifing up of Pharaoh do ihefe words refer ? To 
his being brought into exiftence and raifed up to manhood? 
1 prefumenot, there is nothing in the paflage that implies 
any thing like it : and it would be utterly unworthy of God 
to bring a creature into being and raife him to manhood 
for the purpofe of making him a hardened rebel; that he 
might have the honour of deftroyihg him. Do the words 
refer to Jehovah's raifing Pharaoh to the throne, after he had 
made himfelf a hardened and impious wretch ? This would 
very welF agree with Dan. iv. 17. wicked men have fre- 
<juently been raifed to great power, that they might become 
a fcourge in the. hands of a righteous providence, and , that 
their wrath might be made to praife the Lord ; but I a^ 
of the opinion that the, paflage we are confidering refers to 
God's raifing up Pharaoh and making him to ftand, after 
hi& fins had brought him to the brink of deftruflion, to 
his being fpared after he had made himfelf a veflel of v^tatbi 
fit to be cut off, though Jehovah knew when he raifed him 
up from the deftrucftion which was coming upon him by 
the former plagues, that the divine long fufFering would 
be the occafion (not the necefiary caufe) of his hardening his 
heart the more. 

X How do you fuppofe then God hardened Pharaoh's 
heart ? 

Author. Not by infufing an impenitent difpofitioainto his 
tnfnd, nor by placing him under an unavoidable neceflity of 
continuing in rebellion, for then would Pharaoh have been 
an obj^<9: of pity, not of blame or punifhment ; but I con- 
ceive x\iQ Moji High was faid to harden his heart, becaufethe 
divine conduft towards him was the occafion of his heart be- 
ing hardened, though its becoming the occafion of his obdu- 
racy was owing to his voluntary ignorance' and abufe thereof: 
fo becaufe fentence againft an evil work is not executed fpee- 
dily; therefore the heart of the fons of men is fully fet in 
them to do evil. Eccl. viii. 11. and the goodnefs of God, 
which has a tendency to lead men to repentance, through their 

^l?uro 
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nbule thereof, becomes the occafion of their heaping up to 
themfelves wrath againft. the day of wrath. Rom. ii. 4, 5. 

X Are we to underftand nothing more than this hy GcxTs 
hardening the hearts of men ? 

Author. If any thing more be intended thereby, I think it 
Is that when thofe towards whom God hath exercifed much 
long fufFcring, have made themfelves veflels of wrath, fitted 
for deftrudion, his condu£l towards them is fuch as to fuiFet 
their infatuation to continue until they are juftly made mo- 
numents of his difpleafure againft fin, as Pharaoh's did till 
lie was drowned in the fea ; as^the table of the Jews ba:ame 
ft fnare and a trap unto them ; and as God fent thofe who 
would not receive the love of the truth that they might be 
fa,ved, ftrong delufions, that they (hould believe a lie, that they ^ 
might be damned ; by fuifering fuch circumftances to ariie 
as woukT ftrongly delude them, and by fuch delufion bringing 
them under his terrible judgments, which I fuppofe to be the 
thing intended by damnation in the paflage alluded to, that fo 
they might be made examples of his indignation againft .in^ 
corrigible unbelief and difobedience. 

X. But does not the Apoftle fpeak of God's afiing from his 
owh fove reign will when he hardens finners ? 

Author. What then ? Can there be any thing contrary tb " 
wifdom, juftice, and goodnefs in the fovereign operations of 
the divine will ? Can it be poflible for God to harden any 
creature in the fenfe before mentioned, until he hath fo com- 
pletely made himfelf a veflel of wrath, as to render it wife, 
jtift, and good for him to be made an example of the divine 
difpleafure \ Was not thjs the cafe with refpeft to Pharaoh^ 
the Jews, wheathey had filled up the meafure of their. ini- 
quities, and of thofe who received not the love of the truth ? 

X. But do you fuppofe (hat God will ever after have mercy 
t»pon thofe ^ho are made monuments of his c^ifpleafure ? 

Author. Yes, for iris ex prcfsly declared of the Jews that 
God hath concluded them a)l, orfhutthem up, in unbelief, 
not that he might for fever withhold his mercy from /them, 
Init that he might haye mercy on all. Rom. ii» 32. 

X. For what end do you fuppofe God hardened finners, in 
the fenfe which you admit he does it ? 

Author. The end of his conduS towards Pharaoh was, 
that his name might be declared thr<3ugh6ut all the earth. 
Rom. ix. 17. His defign in making the Jews monuments 
of his juft difpleafure was, that they might in due time be 
brought to fear his name, and be made recipients of hia 

' " mercy. 



THE UNIVERSALISt's MISCELLANY. 333* 

mercy. Deut. xxviii. 58. Ezek. chap. xvi. May it not be 
concluded he hath the fame end in view in all fimilar cafes, 
feeing he doih nat afflift willingly, nor grieve the children of* 
men ? Lam. iii. 33. 

X. The Apoftle hath compared the Mojl High to a pot- 
ter, who hath power over the clay, of the fame lump to make 
one veffel unto honour, and another unto difhonour. Rom. 
ix. 2%, How will you reconcile that comparifon with your 
views of eledion ? 

Author. I feel no difficulty here. No porter can have 
greater poy^^er over the clay, of the fame mafs, to make fuch 
different veflels as feemeth good to him, than God haih over 
the whple human race, to place them in fuch fituations, and 
fit them for fuch purpofes as feemeth good to him ; but did 
you ever know or hear of a potter who, to difplay his power 
over a mafs of clay, formed a part of it into velfels of the 
moft curious workmanfhip, calculated for the fhoft ufeful 
purpofes, and of the other part formed fuch velfels as could 
never become either ufeful or ornamental, but were fit only 
to be dafhcd in pieces, or remain ufclcfs lumber, a lading 
monument of the caprice or incapacity of the artificer ^ 
Wotild not you think fuch a potter a very foolifli man ? If 
we knew of fuch a patter, would it not be moft abfurd to 
compare the only wife God to fuch a foolKh and capYicious 
mau ? Every Ikilful potter will form every part of his clay 
into fome ufeful velfel, if he be capable of doing it, and furely 
though a mortal may fail in his ends of utility, for want of 
(kill and ability, the infinitely wife and powerful God can- 
not. 

X How then will you explain the matter ? 

Author, The Apoftle referred to the power of the potter 
over the clay, in anfwer to a queftion which he fuppofed an 
objetSlor to his reafoning in the preceding part of the chapter 
would alk, and to fhew more fully the propriety of that rea- 
foning. Hath the potter povrer over the clay, of the fame 
rnafs to form different kinds of velfels, fome for what men' 
call honourable, and fome for what they call diflionourable 
ufes, but 2M for fome ufe ; and fhall it not be admitted that 
God hath the fame power over his creature's, of the fame fa- 
mily, the defcendants of Abram, to make more or lefs ho- 
nourable nations, as the Ifraelites the Ifhmaelitcs, and the 
Edomites : to make Ifrael a peculiar velTel, which he would 
fill with hi^ glory, while Moab was hi? wafh-pot, and hecaft 
his fhoe over Edom: Pfalm Ix. 8«. What could deprive him 

Vol. U. Xx of 
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of the power of itiahifefting his difcriminating mercy to 
Ifrael, of making them a veflel of that mercy, while he made 
the Edomites, for their fins, a veflel or dilhonoiir? Mai. i. 4. 
What inconfiftency was there in his making Pharoah, who 
had fitted himfelf for deftru6lion, a dilhonourable veflel, by 
bringing his plagues and judgments upon him, while he made 
Ifrael a velfel of mercy, by his merciful interpofition for 
their deliverance, and of honour, by raifing them to the moft 
honourable ftation among the nations? Something like this I 
underftand to be the Apoftle's defign, in the comparifon we 
have noticed, and to fliew the Jtws that the fame pov/er 
which had raifed them to fuch high honour, could reduce 
them to the moft diihonourablc fiiuation ambng the nations, 
while thofe who were called by the Gofpel ftiould, as veflels 
of mercy, become recipients of honour and glory. 

Not being able to comprefs the whole of my dialogue into 
this letter, I muft referve what further remains refpeSing the 
potter and clay, and the part between Z. and the Authory to 
another, and remain your's in the love of Chrift. 

}^ifbeachy Nov, 17, 1798. R. W. 



CHRISTIANITY WAS INSTITUTED FOR THE 
' SALVATION OF ALL. 

THE principal truths thereof are very obvious and plain ; 
they fpeak the language of Nature, and all Nature is 
cxpreffive of the fenfe thereof. Whatever is within you, 
whatever is without you, cries aloud for a Saviour, for fin 
haih been as the Mezen.ius pf whom you read in Virgil, who 
bound the bodies of the dead to the perfons of the living. 
Thus it is that \\\t fin of fallen angels, and of fallen man, 
hath bound change and corruption, diftemperatiire and death,, 
to the elements, to vegetables, to animals, and even to the 
immortal image of God himfelf in the humanity ; fo (hall 
all things cry out, with the Apoftle, ** Who (hall deliver me 
from the body of this death r" So that all things cry out, 
with St. Peter, *' Save, Lord, or I perifli !" Thcfe are truths 
that all men, at feme time, muft feel throughout their exift- 
ence, whether they read them or not, and he alonewho never 
experienced, nor ever fliall experience frailty, error or fick- 
nefs, pain, anguifli, or diflc)lntion, is exempt from our fyftena 
of falvaiion from fin. But What fort oT a Saviour is it, for 
whom all things cry fo loudly ? Is it a dry moralift, a legif- 

later 
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lator of bare external^ precepts, fuch as your wife philofo- 
pher required our Chriit to be. No, my darling, no. The 
influence of the Redeemer of Nature muft be as extenfive as 
Nature herfelf* Earl of Moreland^ v6l. ii. p. 239. 

Our God is as powerful as he is gracious and wife, te 
bring light out of darknefs, an(i life out of death, and infinite 
and ever-during good out of the limited and ihort Hate of 
tranfitory evil. 

As our fpirits are the offspring of the Divine Spitit, we 
may juftly prefume them endued with like capacities. 



RETURN OF THE JEWS TO THEIR OWN LAND. 

IT Ls with pleafure we find, that the prefent conduft of 
Providence has roufed the attention of fome learned men 
among the Jews. They think the time of their return to 
their own country draws near. The diflblution of the tern- 
|)oral power of the Pope, has for thefe many'centurics been 
deemed by the Jews a prelude to the end of their prefent dif- 
perfion. It is natural to fuppofe therefore, that the recent 
events which have taken place in Italy (hould claim the clofc 
obfervation of the thinking part of them. A Mr. Ltvi^ art 
Englifti Jew, has come forward to addrefs his nation upon 
this important fubjeft. He is a rooted unbeliever in Jefus 
of Nazareth,' againft whom he has all the prejudice and dif- 
like which are common to the Jewifli people-; but he is a 
firm believer in the Ofd Teftament, fome of the prophecies 
of which, in relation to the* prefent ftate and future return of 
his brethren, he profeiledly confiders ; and concludes the pre- 
dictions of the prophets on thefe fubjecSs are haftily fulfilling^ 
and will Very foon have their accomplifliment.. The well 
informed Chriftian will not think that Mr. Levi fully imder- 
flands the prophecies of the Old Teftament, but he will, no 
doubt, rejoice to fee that the Jews begin at all to confider 
their own writings, and to feel their own ftate as a nation. 

The following are the conclujions which Mr, L. comes to, 
as.the refult of his refearches into the defi^ns of Providence 
towards the literal children of Abraham : 

ifl. That God will, towards the end of the difperfion of 
Ifrael, take vengeance of the nations, by ftirring them up to 
war with each other, in fuch a dreadful manner as the like 
hath never been yet feen ; as alfo with plagues and peftilence, 
fer« find brimftonc; and horrible tempefts from heaven. 

- X X 2 . 2dly. 
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2dly. That the vengeance which will be taken on Edomaml 
Bofrah (which is RomcJ, will be far more dreadful than that 
taken on an) of the other nations. 

jdly. That the reitoration, redemption, and falvation of 
Ifrael will then be complete and glorious. 

4thly. That the dcfcendants of the ten tribes, carried away 
captive by Shalmanefer, King of Aflyria, will then return. 

5thly. That the future redemption will be entirely con- 
formable to that of Egypt in every refpeS, the whole nation 
will be redeemed by the minillry of a great prophet ; and the 
nations which hold them in fubjedion, or would prevent their 
return, will be utterly deftroyed. 

6thly. That God has appointed a certain and determinate 
time for the redemption ot his people, which nothing can 
prevent from taking place. 

7thly. That this redemption is not to take place till the 
Jews \yill be almofl: in a ftate of defpair of being, ever re- 
deemed. 

Sthly. That the Shechinah, orvifible fymbol of the divine 
prefepce, will be again reftored, as alfo the fpirit of pro- 
phecy. 

9thly. That they who have apoftatized, from fear or other 
caufesj and haye blended themfelves with other nations, will 
be reftored to the communion of the Jewifli church. 

lothly. That a king of the lineage of David, and called 
by liis name, will reign over the whole nation. 

1 ithly. That after this redemption they will never go into 
captivity arjy more, neither they nor their pofterity for ever. 

I2thly., That the great majority of nations which (hall be 
left, will acknowledge the unity of God, will ferve and wor- 
fliip him, and will earneftly defire to be inftrufted in his law. 

ijtbly. That peace wjll then take place on all the earth. 

I4thly. That about this period the refurreftion of the dead 
will take place. . 

We make make no remarks upon thefe conclujions of Mr. 
L. The^Chriftian ftudent will find fufficient ^natter for 
weighty and ferious refleftion upon the prefent Jigm of the 
times f and will heartily join with us in frying—** 2 hy king-- 
dom come J O Lord r* . _ ' 



ON 
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ON OATHS. 

To the Editor of the Univerfaliji' s Mtfcellany. 

Df.ar Sir, 

AF^ER the general corruption of Chriftianity during th« 
middle ages, the reformation from Popery may be con- 
iidered as the commencement of a new aera among the pro-^ 
feflbrs of the Gofpel. From that period, new light has been 
breaking forth, and difFuling itfelf in the world ; various de- 
Xiominations of profelfed Chriftians have arifen, and each 
denomination has, I apprehend, brought to light fome truth 
which was before either neglefted, perverted, or totally for- 
gotten. Still I conceive there are many important difcove- 
ties yet to be made, manny hidden glories of Divine revela- 
tion yet to be brought to light, much ignorance and error to 
be removed from all religious focieties, yea, even from the 
mod enlightened and upright Chriftians : for I do not fup- 
pofe there is at this day a fipgle Church in the world com- 
pletely free from error, either in-faith or pradice ; and I con- 
ceive every denomination of Chriftians, at leafl: at their firft 
rife, to have been in poflelfion of fome truth which their 
contemporaries had overlooked. This being the cafe, would 
it be either juft or prudent for any one party of Chriftians to 
conclude themfelves the exclufive pofleflbrs of the wholo 
truth, that whatever others maintain, contrary to their opi- 
nions, is undeferving of their notice and ferious examina>^ 
lion ? Would it not be wife r for every one of us to examine, 
with the utmdft impartiality, whatever men of any denomi- 
nation may think they have difcovered in the Sacred Volume, 
that we may improve by their refearches, that we may prove 
all things, and hold faft that which is good ? There are feve- 
ral things in which I think that very refpedtable body of men 
called ^Aersy judge anAa£l more confiftentlywith the New 
Teftament than other profeflbrs of Chriftianity. I fhall 
mention one ; it is ;heir refufing to fwear in any cafe what- 
ever. ' 

1 may.bo-miftaken, but to me the following paflages ap- 
pear to contain ^ a ftrift prohibition of all oaths. Mat. v. 
33 — 7- ** Again, ye have heard that it had been faid by thena 
of old time, Thou (halt not for fwear thyfelf, but fiialt per- 
form unto the Lord thine oaths; But I fay unto you, Swear 
not at all : neither by Heaven, for it is GoD*s throne ; nor by 
the earth, for it is his footftool ^ neither by J^rufalera, for it 

is 
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is the city of the Great King. Neither (halt thou fvsear by 
thy head, becaufe thou canft Yiot make one hair white or 
black. But let your communication be, Y^, yea ; nay, 
nay : for whatfoever is more than thefe cometh of evil." 
James v 12. '^But above all things, my brethren, fwear not; 
neither by Heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any 
other oath ; but let your yea be yea, and youY nay nay, left 
ye fall into condemnation." 

Do not the above pafTages in the mod plain and pofitiv^ 
manner forbid the ufe of oaths ? If they do, is it not a plairi 
confequence, that all fwearing is an unchriftian praQice, 5| 
violation of the laws of Chrift ? The general praSice of pro-* 
feffed Chriftians for ages can be no proof that fuch praSicd 
is right, feeing corruption has for ages, prevailed under the 
Chriftian name. The refufing to take oaths being attended 
with inconvenience and lofs cannot juftify the taking of 
them, if all fwearing be prohibited by Chrift. The lawful- 
nefs of paths under the Jewifli oeconomy will not render 
them lawful under the Chriftian oeconomy, unlefs they be 
authorized in the New Teftament, for Chrift is a complete 
legiflator, and the priefthood being changed, there is made of 
neceffity a change alfo of the law. Heb. vii. 12. 

If it be denied that all fwearing is prohibited in the above 
paflages, I would aflc what language ftronger or more pointed 
could be made ufe of to exprefs fuch prohibition, than 
<f Sw^ar not at all-*' — " Neither by any other oath ?*' If 
It be conteiaded that it is only profane, and what men call 
unnecelTary fwearing that is forbidden, I would afk, was pro- 
fane and unneceflTai^y fwearing aHowed under the former dif- 
pehfation ? for fuch fwearing as was then allowed is now fot- 
bidden. 

1 fhall be glad to have inferted in your ufeful Mifcel- 
lany, thefe few remarks on oathsy that if I be wrong, fomeof 
your correfpondents may have an opportunity of convincing 
me of my miftake ; and that if I be right, truth may thereby 
be promoted. Truth is my obje<£l, and the man who can and 
will help me to a clearer view of it ftiall have m^ thanks. 
I atn, Dear Sir, 

Sincerely your*s, &c. 

R.WRIGHT. 
fFiJheachy Oa. 6, 1)98. 
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FURTHER THOUGHTS 

ON THE RISE OF ANT1CHRI3T. 

Dear Sir, 

THE. Letter to a Profeflbr of Humanity at the Univer- 
fity of Glafgow, inferted in your xxift Number, is, I 
think, a truly valuable communication ; but the writer of 
that important article will excufe my pointing out one mif- 
take, which, by fome means ©r other, efcaped him. He af* 
ferts that Phocas the Emperor proclaimed the Bifliop of 
Rome to be head of the Church, by the title of Univcrfal 
Bifliop, in the year 532. Now it appears from hiftory, that 
Phocas was firft declared Emperor by the foldiers in the year 
602, .and that the title of Univerfal Bifliop was conferred by 
him afterwards. It does not appear to me, that the cir- 
cumftance of Phocus*s giving the Bifliop of Rome the title of 
Univerfal, was of fufficient confequence to be reckoned the 
commencement of tlie 1260 prophetic years, during which 
the Beaft fliould r^eign ; for, as '£cfjard ohfervesy ** The Pa- 
" triarchs of Conftantinople had, for fome ages before, been 
** diftinguiflied with the title of Oecumenic, or Bifliops Uni- 
** verfal ; ^nd fo likewife had the Bifliops of Rome, Alexan- 
" dria, and fome other Patriarchs." Nor was the title of 
Univerfal Bifliop ever acknowledged by profeifed Chriftians 
univerfally, and the conclufion of the 1260 years fully proves, 
that its commencement mufl be earlier than the reign of 
Phocas; for that they are aflually concluded, I think no 
man, 'who has been attentive to the events of tlie prefent pe- 
riod, can doubt. 

I think we are to look for the commencement of rhe 
abovementioned period in the reign of the Emperor Jufti- 
nian, which commenced A. D. 527- and continued 38 years. 
*' In which reign,*' the hiftorian obferves, * the Roman ge- 
nius feemedonqe more to exajt her venerable head, and like 
tjie returnitig fpring, infpired with , frefli vigour the ag^d 
body of the Empire." In which reign many great revolu- 
tions took place, the foundation of the Papal power was 
completely laid ; what was called herefy and heretical 
churches, with the Governments which countenanced them, 
were overturned. According to. A/!?^^, the monarchy of the 
Franks was eftabliflied, by the complete dellruflion of the 
-Jdngdomofthe Burgundians in the year 526 — to which if 
we add 1260 years, it will only leave two or three years for 

preparing 
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preparing the new fcenes before the prefent age of revolution 
commenced. From the time that Juftinian firft publifhed his 
code of laws, wbich became the foundation of the feveral 
fyftems of laws adopted in mo<Iern Europe, unto the time 
when the French declared a new fyftem, will be found about 
1260 years. From the time that the Generals and armies of 
Juilinian entered Italy, toeftablifh imperial and papal power 
there, to the time the French defcended into that country 
like an overwhelming torrent, was about 1260 years. From 
the time that a King of the Franks buried alive in a welt 
fome of the Gaulic Princes, unto the Ihocking exit of Louis 
the Sixteenth, was alfo about 1260 years. In the reign of 
Juftinian the fchools of philofophy were fupprelFed at Athens ; 
the Confulfhip at Rome abolilhcd, whicih took away the re- 
maining (hadow of Roman liberty, and every thing in reH- 
gious matters carried on by force, according to the pleafure 
of the Emperor. In the above reign the Turkifh Empire 
began in Afia. Thefe are fome of the reafons why I think 
the 1260 years began in the reign of Jullinran. 

I remain, dear Sir, afFedionatcly your's, &c. 

mjhe^chy oa. 8, 1798. R. w. 

LETTER TO Mr. MARSOM. 

To the Editor of the Univerjalljf s Mijcellany. 

Sir, ' 

SOME time ago a friend to the Univerfal Reftoration 
propofed this difficulty to me, which he faid he could 
not furmount — ** If men be puniflied hereafter according 
to the demerit of their deeds, is not juftice fatisfied? But 
can the Almighty require twp fatisfadions for the fame 
oiFence?" This I apprehend made Mr. Bradburn fay, that 
■we put hell-fire in the place of the blood of Chrift. And 
Mr. Marfom affirms, that the doflrine of the Refloration 
was fubverfive of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Another good 
'friend hath informecl us, " If a criminal fufFer the whole 
of his fentence here or elfewhere, his punifh.meftt iti 
not being remitted, but the whole of it laid upon him ; 
if afterwards he was reftored to his native land, and placed 
in a happy fituatioriy this would not prove that pardon hath in- 
.terpofcd to prevent the full execution of bis fentence."' 
But I hope it would 'prove that mercy hath interpofed ii^ 
placing him in an happy fituation. As it appears to me 
th^t fome friends, as welLas opponents, have dark and con- 

fufed 
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fufed ideas concerning^this particular ; I have herewith fent 
'you a copy of a letter which was fent to Mr. Marfom fome 
time ago on this fubjeft. 

<* Sir, in reading over Evans's (ketch of the feveral deno* 
minations, &c. I read " Of Mr. Marfom's publication 
there will be foon a fecond edition with additioiis." I hope 
in your fecond edition you will prove more fatisfa£torily how 
the Univerfal Reftoration is a doftrine, " Inconfiftent with 
itfelf and fubverfive of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift," It is 
true, Mr. Winchefter hath faid, "There is no.remedy that 
can prevent their (the impenitent) experiencing the confe* 
quence of their crimes, and fufFerihg the juft judgment 
which fhall be inflided on them according to their different 
deferts.'* To this you reply, ** What advantage will they 
derive from Jefus Chrift who fufFer the whole punifhnrient 
due to their crimes? The idea is abfurd in its nature, the 
man who is punillied according to his deferts alks no fon- 
givenefs^ he wants none, he cannot be the fubje£k of it.", 
I admit the man that hath fufFered a punifhment according 
to his deferts will be humbled by it, and made willing to 
accept of mercy. But you fay, " Can their deliverance be 
afcribed to the merits and^bloodof Jefus?" Moft furely it 
C2iru It is mercy that delivers, not juftice, meer juftice 
though it were fatisfied^ admits of no unmerited favours. 
Man could have had.no clairfi on Heaven had he never of- 
fended, but being. found a fihner, impartial juftice cannot 
confer favours on the offender without merit ; therefore 
without a claim in the meritorious blood of the Lamb, none 
of Adam's fallen race can ever enjoy Heaven* 

For inftance, here is a common foldier hath incurred the 
difpleafure of his general, for which he is condemned to 
fuffer five hundred lafhes, being the juft demerit of his 
crimes. But have his fufferings merited any favours from 
his General ? Neverihelefs, though not meritorious, wei^ 
they not given to reduce him to obedience ? Agreeable to 
this, Mr. Witichefter faith/ " 7 hat punifhment is unworthy 
of God which hath not the reformation and fubjedlion of 
rebels for its end." But you fay, *' If punifhment hath this 
effeft they will be faved by it ; and not through the merits 
and blood of Jefus." Hath fhis effea ! What effea? To 
humble^ and reform is not meritorious ; and I have already 
fhown that there is no'going to Heaven without tnerit \ and 
you have informedus, " It is not in the nature of pain and 
mifery to bring conviction to the mind, or' enlighten the , 
Voi-ll- , Yy .under- 
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underftandingy ot prodace fahh. All the totttircs of the iip- 
qaifition were unable to effed it *'* PonHbrneat alone I 
admit is as much unable tocfFeft this as the mcer axe of itfelf 
can lower the head of the cedar; but when in the hands 
of the flcilful wood-man, how foon will it bring to the 
ground the ftouteft oak in the forcft ? And is not punffhrnent 
when managed by the arm of Almighty power, wtfdom^ 
and goodnefs, fufficienct to humble and fubdue the pride 
of man ? All mankind hath finned and broken God's laws, 
jijftice requires fatisfadlion t. Jcfus Chrift hath not only 
paid the debt, but purchafed the reward by price ; but will 
leftore by power — i. e. They (hall bte made ti;/7//Vf^J— .(not 
meritorious) in the day of his power, 

J. WEAVER. 
N. B. This Letter Mr. Marfom fays he did not receive, 
nor can he tell there is f«ch a perfon in exiftence.as the 
writer, tho' he hath read concerning him in Mr. Cue's an- 
fwer to him. I have written to him fiace, but he remains 
fiill ihaccefTible.. 



HETERODOX DIFFICULTIES. 

To the Editor of the Univerfalift' s Mifcellany. 

Sir, 

NOTWITHSTANDING thechrittian world is dfvided 
into many differing fefts and parties, both in forms 
or modes of vCorfliip, and articles of faith, yet every party 
ptofefles to have received his light either from the Spirit, or 
the Scriptures, or both : and generally are very confident 
that they have the truth, and only the truth on their fide ; 
and each party generally confider and treat each other 
as heretics. But if the Spirit, and the Scriptures do really 
authorize and fuppprt every party in every thing they pro- 
fefs to be taught by them, then both the Spirit^ and the 

* The torturer, of the inquifition were unjuft and wicked puni(hmenfs, 

and therefore could not bring convi6lion to innocent fufftring perfons ; bur, 

who in his fenfes, will inftr from hence, that thcjuft aiid equitable punifh- 

• inents of God Upcrt fmncrs, wjU not,bring convi6lion to tiieir minds, and 

humble them urder a fenfe of their guilt ? Editor. 

f Thofe who hold with the do^rine o( fatisfa^ion forfirf^ can find bo 
difficulty in admitting the doftrine of ihe rejioration-y for whatever ju ft ice 
demanded, Chrift hath given; but the punilhment of finners is not in- 
tended as a fatisfaclion to juftice; but as a mean to fubdue, and humble 
the twmfgreflbr, that fc he may be rt^onciled by the bloocj of the croiV. E, 
J i. €• WiiliMg to accept of pardon by faitli only. 

fcrip- 
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Scriptur^^ muft leach irreconcileable inconfifteacieSy and 
^t once prove therafelves not of divine authorhy — but if 
the Scriptures and the Spirit teach one uniform coniiftency 
of truth — then it is moft evident that there is a very great 
defe£l atnongft profeflTors of chriftianity who differ to very 
widely from, and are fo very unfriendly tovt'ards each other ; 
and if I may be permitted to offer my weak judgment upoa 
fo important a concern as that of chridianity, I am in- 
clined to think, (but I only offer it as my opinion) that no 
one fed or party has all truth, and only truth on his fide ; 
but that every feft and party has fome truth on their part, 
and were it pollible to abftradl out of every parly what is 
real truth and bring it together as it were into one focus, 
we (hould then behold a glorious uniform confident plan of 
chriftianity, worthy of its author, and worthy of every 
man's acceptance; and which I believe the moft rigid deift 
would no longer ftand out againft, for want of proper evif 
dence. I have obferved that when a p^rfoa has been led to 
embrace the abovementioned views, that the natural confer 
^uence has been, that of chrlftian love and forbearance, to- 
ward thofe that differ from hjin; but fuch are generally ex- 
cluded the focieties to which they refpe<3ively belong, as re- 
jiouncers of the faith, though perhaps in facl, they pnlyre- 
nounced that, which is no part of the faith. Arvd as th^ dif- 
putes amongft chriftians (fo called) cannot be refpefling the 
authenticity of the fcriptures, therefore difputes muft arifc 
from the comments upon, add the conclu lions each other 
draws from fome paffage or palFages of fcripture. Now as 
I do not think myfelf authorifed to force my o\yn conjnaent 
of fcripture upon another perfon, as an infallible trutb> fo 
;neither do I think myfelf bound to believe another's com- 
ment on it, if I think it is attended with inconfiftencieSy 
and wanting in rationality ; and if any perfon can make 
it fairly appear that any part of the fcriptures do teach 
^ny thing contrary to rationally', and one thing inconfiftcnt 
with another; neither in that cafe do I conceive myfelf 
tound to Ijeljeve them to be of divine authority, but muft 
conclude them to be the invention of man, fathering them 
upon God ; but if the fcriptures will bear the ftrideft fcrutiny, 
and the moft impartial inveftigation, then men's comments 
upon them may fall to the ground, without any difgrace to 
the fcriptures, and in that cafe no perfon I think has a 
right to condemn his l^rother, for not receiving his com- 
jjaeni upon thtm. And is it not clear that all envy towards, 

Y y a and 
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and cenfure of each other, come from this quarter only. — 
This, Sir, leads me to the principal thing in my letter that 
I intended namely, to beg as a favour, if any of your 
correfpondents would publifh through your Mifcellany a 
concifc trdatife on the work, and office of the Spirit of 
God, in the faculties of man, endeavouring to (hew in a 
plain, fcriptural, rational, and confident manner, wherein, 
and what in, does his office confift in the great hufinefs of 
ttian*s falvati(?n; as I cannot fay I am fatisfiedwith the views . 
profeflbrs in general have of the fubjeft ; for though I be-, 
lieve the Scriptures fpeak of the work of the Spirit, jet I can- 
not believe what all men fay upon it. 

I have heard fome preachers afTert from the pulpit, that 
man's linderftanding is fo totally darkened through the fall of 
Adam, that he cannot know or underftand his own ftate and 
condition,, as a fallen creature, or any thing of his recovery 
by Jefus Chrift ; neither can he think a gobd thought, or per- 
form a good adion, without the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and that this influence is confined to the EleS (fo called) and 
is irrefiftible on the part of man. \ am not going to deny 
this propofition, which is ^flerted with fo much confidence, 
but I would wifh thofe that efpoufe this fentiment to recon- 
xile it with the following difficulties. I ft. If this ftatement 
of the Spirit is a fa£t, and fupported by Scripture, how is a 
'man blameable for his ignorance ofhimfelf, as a firmer, and 
of God as a fayiour, feeing he is left without the means of 
information ? Paul declares there were Tome, in his day, that 
were ignorant of God, but did Pauljuftify tTieir ignorance ? 
No. — «' I fpeak this to yout (hame," fafs St. Paul : and 
alfo, with what propriety could Paul fpeak of Chrift beiwg 
revealed from Heaven in flaming fire, to take vengeance on 
-thern^ that know riot God, nor obey the Gofpel? And, 2dly, 
If man can neither think a good thought, or perform a good 
aiSion, previous to the Spirit's operation, and God does ac- 
tually with-hold it from any' muft not the adlions of fuch 
people proceed from fatal neceffity ? And if fo, can it be faid 
that fuch perfons poflefs either virtue or vice ? For what a 
man does, or is, from neceffity, I cannot perceive that there 
can be either praife or blame. And with v^hat propriety can 
fuch preacher exhort their hearers las it is very common for 
them to do fo) to pray for the Spirit, when in the fr.me fer- 
'xndn they wilF tell us, that a man cannot know his need of 
the Spirit, till the Spirit has revealed it unto him? 

Again, there are others who equally affirm man's inca{5a- 

bility 



THE UNIVERSALISt's MISCELLANY. . 345 

l)i1ity without the Spirit's operation, apd fay it is the privi^ 
lege of all mankind, and would become efFeftual in all for 
the purpofes for which it is defigned, if man did not reftft 
thofe operations, and make them ineflFe£lual by his negleft, 
or abule of it. Now, again, I do not deny the propofition, 
yet with me it is attended with difficulties ; for in this cafe 
the efficacy of the Spirit'i operations muft depend upon 
the power and free agency of man, and not upon thte 
power of God ; and where its operations are defeated, the 
power and free agency of man is vifibly greater than the 
power of the fpirit ; and alfo, where the operations of the 
fpirit prove effectual in any perfon, muft we not alfo afcribc 
this to the fuperipr power and goodnefs of the creature? And 
therefore, whatever difference there is between one perfon 
and another, by the operations of the Spirit, that difference 
muft begin with and originate. from the creature, and there- 
fore man muft begin the work, yea the carrying it on and 
compleating it niuft depend upon the power and free agency 
of man ; and in fiich a cafe, I think the fpirit will come in 
for a very fmall fhare of either glory or power. 

Thefe, Sir. are fome of my thoughts upon the fubject; 
and my reafons for the above requeft. H they (hould be thought 
worthy of a place in your Mifcellany, they are at your fer- 
vice ; and if any of your Readers can make it appear that my 
objections <o the abovementioned views of the work of thi 
Spirit are not well founded, I fhall fuffer no lofs by having 
them expofed ; it may be the occafion, perhaps, of making 
me wife'r by their ii?iftructions. Perhaps fome may conclude 

. that I deny the work of the Spiri«, from what 1 have writ- 
ten ; but as I am accuftomed to be charged with a denial of 
many things which I do moft firmly believe (only beeaufe I 
cannot believe them, or receive them exactly iti their way) I 

" am under no ^arm on that head. I remain, Sir, a well- 
wilher to truth and goodnefs, 

Your's afiFectionately, 
Oaober id, 1798. HETERODOX* 



REVIVAL OF PRIMITIVE LOVE FEASTS. 

See page 310. - ' 

** T Care not how much you hear of my ))wW/V charities, tior 

Jl how little you hear of my private ones,'* faid Candidtfs, 

when Grypus reproved him for being publicly generous to 

the 
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the poor, and initnuated that he was deficient in private libe- 
fality. This is a truly Chriftian and manly fentiment, and, 
in perfeft unifon with the commands of him who faid, 
•* When thou makeft a dinner or a fnpper, do not invite thy 
rich friends, nor brethren, nor kinfmen, nor neighbours ; 
left they (hould invite thee again, and a recompence be made 
thee. But when thou makeft a feaft, invite the poor^ &c- 
and thou will be recompenced at the refurredion of the juft." 
And who alfo faid, ** When thou doeft thine alms, let not 
thy, left hand know what thy right hand doth; that thine alms 
may be in fecret ; and thy Father who feeth in fecret will re- 
ward thee openly." 

Let private charity th«n be as private as poflible, bnt pub- 
lic afts of liberality ought to be made known, as an example 
toothers. On this principle I proceed, when I thus pub- 
licly tell all my friends, in town and country, of the happy 
fuccefs of the article L'.ve Feafts, mentioned in our laft num- 
ber* I there related the condud of the SulTex Widow, and 
faid, *Vl (hould be happy to (ee fuch Love Feafts among my 
friends in London." On vifiting a family of my friends a 
few days afterwards^ the fubjeft came up in converfation. 
The matter of the family faid, ** I am willing to begin the 
pradice, and will give a good round of beef." His wife 
faid, " I will give garden fluff." The fon faid, " I will 
give bread/' Two of the daughters faid, " We will give 
pli»mb-pudding." The wife, in addition to garden fluff, 
laid, ** Be^r (vill be >vanted, get vyh^t is convenient, and f 
will pay for it." I w^s pleafed at my heaft to fee their rea- 
dinefs in fo good a work. 1 imiiiediatcly invited thp poor of 
the Churchy and ^ pheerful meal was made by them in the 
Veftry of Parliamentr-Court Chapel, on LordVDay, the iSth 
of November. Betwixt thirty and forty of the poor bre- 
thren and fifters were at dinner. 1 prefided at the table, and 
carved for the guefts, and fome of our, young brethren and 
fiftei»s waited at table with apparent pleafure. Pious conver- 
&tion, fmging, and prayer, attended the feaft ; and the broken 
iriQuals were afterwards diftributed among the moft neceffi- 
tous of the poor." 

I meant to fay to others of my friends, ** Go ye, and do 

likewife." But I have no need to ufe that exhortation; for 

fcveral have applied to me, that.it may be their turn to give 

the next feaft. I hope we (hall h^ve one every fortnight, }f 

' j>ot every week ; b^jt every week is my wifli. Now I am 

talking. 
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talking, I will even tell of the bounty of others of my friends^ 
"Wcwanted knives, forks, plates, difties, table-cloth, &c. &c. 
AVell, one friend gave three dozen knives ^nd forks, with a 
pair of carvers ; another has offered three dozen of plates 
againft the next feaft ; another female friend has prqmifeci a 
table-cloth. Dijhes are yet wanting. Thus far it is well* 
But it may flill be better. If we Ihould have fuch a feaft 
every Lord's-Day, yet it would not amount to a primitive 
Love Fe^ft. 

In a primitive Love Feaft, every member of the Church, 
according to his opportunity, fhould partake with his bre- 
thren, whether rich or poor. The defigns of fuch a feaft arc 
to cultivate mutual knowledge, friendftiip, and care for each 
other ; to teftify that all are brethren of the fame family^ 
where the poor and the rich partake together, as upon a level 
in the felkwjhip of the GofpeL The warrant for fuch a feaO 
is the fame as that for obferving the Lord's-Day, namely, the 
praSice of the apoftolic Churches. See i Cor. xi. 20 — 21. 
^2 Pet. ii. 13. Jude xii. And herein the example of Chrift 
would he followed, who frequently ate with his difciplcsi^ 
even after his refurrecSion. 

The want of knowledge of each other among Chiirck 
members is a very ferious evil. The fellow(hip,of the Gof- 
pel cannot be preferved where Chriftians are ignorant of 
each other; the wants of the poor cannot be known, nor the 
fpiritual trials of the brethren noticed as they ought. Hence 
the poor of the Church pine in fecret want ; fcandalous of- 
fences happen in the lives of others, unknown to the Church, 
and the truth is evil fpoken of through it ; alfo many niem^ 
bers are loft in the world for want of care. That this is the 
cafe in London, I know by fad experience ; nor do I knovr 
a remedy adequate to the evil, except the revival of primitive 
Love Feafts. I know there are difficulties in the way of this 
apoftolic pradice ; the ignorance of fome, and the pride and 
covetoufnefs of others, will oppofe it ; but the fimple hearted 
Chriftian — whofe bufinefs^it is to believe and obey the truth 
—will come into it : and I am happy in knowing that a 
great majority of my friends are of this laft defcription. If 
there were even but a dozen brethren who would thus unite 
andperfevere in the praftice, I have no doubt but that th^ 
ftedtaftneft of their faith and order would have the happieft 
cflfedt upon fuch who may as yel be uninformed; but I am 
thankful to the Father of Mercies that there are already, at 

Parliament- 
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P^rliament-Couft, about an hundred perfons who are ready 
for fuch an union* I have hope, therefore, of living to fee 
primitive Chriftianity— in its dodrines, precepts, pradice^s, 
and difcipline — revived among the Univerfalifts. 

JSov. 24, 1798. Wm. VIDLER. 



ON ATONEMENT AND PARDON, 
ik answer to (queues, paqe 3i2. 

Mr^ Editor, 

IN reacling your laft Mifcellany my attention was p^rticu*- 
larly drawn to fome of the moft important queftions 
which were ever propofed. In introducing which your worthy 
correfpondent juttly obferves, " That though the dodrines 
•* of the Bible are all plain and eafy, yet are they much cor- 
•* rupted by the falfe glofles of m^n. Some of thofe doc- 
<• trines need more inveftigation than I am able to give, 
*« and not finding them fo well explained ^s might be ex- 
•* pected by authors, I wifli, if you think proper,* an anfwer 
•* to thefe queftions from fome of your Correfpondents 
•' through the medium of your Mifcellany, viz. the folio w- 
•* ing : The doctrine of Atonement and ihe doctrine of thp 
•« Divine Pardon, i. e. What is the Scripture account of the 
*« expiatory facrifice of the death of Chrift, fo as not to dir 
«* ipiniih the fulnefs and freenefs of Divine Pardon ; and the 
** Scripture account of pardon, fo as not to take away or 
** injure the intention, efficacy, and value of that great fa.- 
** crifice made by Chrift in his death ? A fair, fliort, and 
** fcriptural anfwer to thefe enquiries, to tnyfelf, and I 
•* think, many others, will be a means of underftanding the , 
*< Bible better on thofe grand fubjccts, &c." 

It appears ta me there is but one poflible way that this 
friend to truth can receive a clear and decifive folution to his 
queries, which is not by referring thefe grand fubjects to any 
of your Correfpondents, but to feek for an explanation of^ 
them immediately from Mofes and the Prophets, Jefus Chrift 
and his Apoftles. To thefe^ and thefe anly^ wrho are capable 
of revolving all his difficulties, ijiuft he appeal, if he wiflies 
to efcape thofe ftrong delufions of falfe prophets which 
abound in thefe perilous times, and which, if it were.poflible, 
would deceive the very elect. In the firft place, if he afk 
Mofcs, " What are the-doctrines of Atonement and Divine ' 

Pardon?^' 



. ^ J 
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Pardon?" he will inform him the former was a vicarious 
. facrifice to be offered up inflead of the delinquent, which, if 
done according to the Divine command, free forgivenefs was 
to be extended to thd offerer. , Lev. i. 4, and iv. 20. The 
priefl (hall make an atonement for them, and it (hall be for- 
given them. Ver 26 ** The prieft (hall make atonement 
" ment for him, and jt (hall be forgiven him. If any man 
** of you bring an offering to the Lord, a male without ble- 
** mi(h, he (hall put his hand upon the head of the burnt- 
** offering ; and it (hall be accepted for him (/. e. inftead of 
** him) to make atonement for him, &c.*' Indeed, by at- 
tending to Mofes, he will be informed, that "almott alt 
things are by the law purged with blood ; and without (bed- 
ding of blood is no remiflion ; and he Was likewife charged 
by Jehovah never to number the people till they were ran- 
fomed by a price paid by each one for his foul, to prevent 
their dcftrudion by peftilence, &c." Exod. xxx. 15. This 
divine precept being not obferved by David, expqfed his king- 
dom to an awful vifltation, when he commanded Joab to 
number Jfrael and Judah. 2 Sam. xxiv. 15. ** So the Lord 
fent a peftilence upon Ifrael, from morning even unto the 
time appointed : and there clied of the people, from Dan 
even to Beer-fheba, feventy thoufand men, &c." But, per- 
haps, your worthv Correfpondent will reply, '" Why ^m I 
to be lent to Moles for a Scripture account of the expiatory 
facrifice of the death of Ghrift ?" The moft decifive anfwer 
to this queftion mull come from hiih who is the way^ the 
truth, and the life. John v. 46. " For had ye believed Mofes 
ye would have believed me : for he wrote of (or concerning) 
ihe.'* If he ihould ftill enquire where it is written? The 
feme Divine Teacher will direft him to the firft chapter bf 
Genefis, " In the beginning (Gr. xe^JaA/r) of the book it is 
written of or concerning me." Pfal. xl. 7, comp with Luke 
xxiv. 26. where he declares that he was bound to fuffer, &c. 
" Ought not Chrift to have fuffered thefe things, viz. to be 
condemnedto death and crucified. Ver. 27. " And begin- 
ning at Mofes and alf the Prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the^-things concerning himfelf." * If 
therefore an infallible expofi^on of the writings of Mofes 
and the Prophets is fought after, here it is to be found. 
** For all the Prophets and the Law prophefied until John." 
Matt. xi. 13. See this remarkably verified in Abraham and 
John, the former foretold that •< God would provide 
himfclf a lamb for a burnt-offering." (Gen. xxii. 8.) And 
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the latter points to him faying, ** Behold the Lamb of God 
which takcth (or bearethi away the fin of the world." (Johri 
i. ag.) If Eve faid> *< The fcrpcnt (the evil fpirit) beguiled 
(puffed) riie up (with vain imaginations} and I did eat." 
John declared the Lamb of God would expel atl the poifon 
thereof by immerfing his followers with the Holy Ghoft 
^nd with fire. Thus if the Apoftle is to be credited, 
V The law was our fchool-mallcr to bring us unto Chrift, 
that we might be juftihed by faith, but alter that faith is 
come we are no longer under a fchooUmafter. Now it is of 
^hc laft importance to every one profeiKng Chriftianity to at- 
tend to the leflbns of this fchool-mafter, for that Chriftianity 
(fo called) which is not taught by the Law and the Prophets 
is not the Gqfpely it is another Gofpel, /. e. a fpurious or 
counterfeit Gofpel. Under the Law the Gofpel in all its 
branches is allegorized and divided into different leflbns. LuJkc 
xxiv. 44* Gal. iv. 24. Therefore while we are feekihg foB 
inftru&ioa in the Law and the Prophets by the expofition of 
the Appftles, we fliall be fnrc of avoiding any poflible roif- 
lake upon that great fubjed, becaufe their language confifted 
in *' laying none other things than thofe which the Prophets 
^d Mofes did fay (bould conie : that Chrift ftould luffer 
^d that he fliould be the firft that (hould rife from thedead^ 
'^nd fliould Ihew light unto the people and unto the Gentiles, 
Ails xxvi. ver^ ^^. and xx^y. 14. " After the way which 
they call hcrefy (/. e, choice or whim of tny own fancy) fo 
worfliip I the Got! of my fathers; believing all things which 
^e written in the Law and the Prophets, &;c.*' We muft 
therefore conclude from thefepremiles, that ^?//^^/w^ to the 
Law was /earning Chriji ; that .doing the Jaw was exhibiting 
Chriji before God-; that Chrift was "the end of the Law to- 
vrards God and towards man ; and that the difpofition diF- 
playod in the feather by the types was good-will towards men \ 
and that difpUyed by w^//, abhorrence of thofe fins whicl) 
c^pofed Chrift to the death of the crofs, repentance or irenor 
yation towards God ; gratitude and love to Him, who wajhed 
us from ourfms in bis own blood. Rev. i. 5. 

If a fchoolmafter was to teach the art of fortificatioh from 
fncdels or map^^ furely attending to him would be learning 
fortification, and doing what he taught would be exhibiting 
a regular fortification to another in favour of ourfelves. And 
this' appointment of the fymholic law a^ a fchoolmafter, 
to bring us unto Chrift was well adapted by divine wifdom 
^p the Jewifti oeconomy as a light Ihining in a d^rfc place, 

it 
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it was inf^ruAion given through the medhvin of the fenfes. 
Their, religion was therefore by Jymholk repreftntations ' 
brought under the cognizance of their fenfe. A mirror 
was made which feiihfully refleded its concernments ; 
herein xheyfaw though darkly^ and in party and had evidence 
before their eyes, of the thii;igs they were to believe iii, 
and to hope for, and as to the difpenfation in fome refpefts 
it was like the prcfent, wherein not only nothing Icfs than 
this yi»/?3/f evidence would go down, but this alfo was fre- 
quently overlooked: men took upon them as they do now, 
IB dire£l oppoiition to the firft and fecond commandments, 
to make gods for thcmfelves, and tenm and modes of falva- 
vation, &c, for themfelves. 

Sacrifkres of necejftty imply the temple and its appurte- 
nances, and the offerers and their difpofuions ; and not only 
the greatefi part but all the fymbols ; becaufe as Chrifi the 
great facrifice is the end of the law and the whole of it, fo 
the Levitical facrifice was the typical end of the law, whereto 
all its commandments or ftatutes referred, and wherein all 
jts curfes centered : confequently then it is abf6lutely ne- 
ceflary for us to know the meaning of all the fymbols, in 
order to conceive properly of the nature and end ot facrifice 
in every requeft under the law, as the right conception of 
this muft be previous to our forming a right judgment of 
Chrift's facrifice in every refpeft. For Paul fays, Rom. xv. 
4. ** JVhatfoever things were written aforetime were written for 
fiur learnings that we might have hope. In attending to the 
meaning and ufage of the yj^ww?// under the law, let us be- 
gin with an enquiry into the nature of facrifices. And 
let us begin with the facrifice of Abel. Gen. iv. 4. " Abd 
brought of the firftlings of his flock and of the f t^ 
(i. e. the beft) thereof. And the Lord had refpc6l unto 
Abel and to his offerings. Sec, which may be feen by 
turning to Lev. ix. 24. "And there came a fire but from 
before the Lord, and confumed upon the altar the burnt- 
offering and the fat, &c. All faith cometh by hearings and 
hearing by the word of God. Yet we read, Heb. xi. 4. By 
faith Abel offered a better or greater facrifice than Cain : 
therefore there was a preceding word of God to man where- 
on this faith was grounded. Now the word of God fpeaks 
at all times uniformly ; nor can we fuppofe, but that what 
is declared to be the end erf faCrificQ, in one place was al- 
ways the end oi ft. Chrift then being called the end of the 
law. Rom. x. 4. He muft ncceflarily have been the endoi 
7j z 1 ^ facrifice 
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facrtfice undir the law, facrifice being a part of the law : 
and if Chrift was the end of facrifice under the law ac- 
cording to the word of God^ then he was before the law was 
written, declared by the word of Godf to be the end of fa- 
crifice '^^cr^f the law. Whence we have this tnflru£ting in- 
' ference, that whenever facrifice was /r^^r/jr offered, let the 
occafion have be^n \ohat it will, it was oifFered with the view 
of pleading or urging a Chrift crucified before God^ to make 
prayer or praife acceptable, as we are won't to fay, (accord- 
ing to Chrift's direftion) through Jefiis Chrift. It certainly 
"was offered, when ^r^^^ri^ offered with this view. Indeed 
Cain's offering was intended as an aft of hcmage paid to God 
as the Maker, Owner, Ruler, and preferver of all things, 
as if he held his inheritance from God by fome fervlce 
of his own : for he brought not the Lumby and pleadejd not 
his title under the right of his Saviour. But God hail not 
refpeft unto him and his offerings but rejeSfed him, and We 
may maintain with confidence that one more inftance of a 
facrifice cannot be produced before the law, which was not 
offered as a tender of Chrift crucified, hence he is called,* 
Rev. xiii. 8, The Lamb Jlaln from the foundation of the 
world. Now how is this true, if he was not Jlatn in his 
figure ? Remember alfo that the Holy Spirit, to whofe de- 
termination we who believe the Scriptures are bound to 
fubmit, frequently fpeaks of facrifice as a type of Chrift, 
Bur Pajfover^ as facrlflced for us. The rpafoning in the epif^ 
tie to the Hebrews J and i Cor. v. 7. is grounded upon its 
being fo. Abraham through faith is faid to have offered his 
fony to w)K)m the promife was, that In Him AH the nations 
of the earth, (as well as his feed after the flefti) fhould be 
bleffed^ Through faith Noah condemned the worlds and became 
heir of the rlghteoufnefs (of courfe a righteoufncfs of ex- 
traneous to the inheritor) which Is by faith. Thrbugh faith 
Sarah herf elf received flrength (as the church does now.) 
Through faith Jacob blejfed his Jons y and Mofes kept the 
p^ffovtr ; all before the law was written : fo that I cannot 
conceive how the conclufion can be evaded. That facrifice 
properly offered was offered through faith in the thing fig«« 
nified by the Holy Ghoft, Heb. ix. 8. unlefs it can be 
proved x\\zx facrifice means not the fame thing in one place 
that it does in another ^ and was not always attended with the 
/time dlfpojltlons or faith in the offerer to make it acceptable. 
It will follow therefore that the tabernacle, and afterwards the 
temple was regi^rded ^ th^ refidelice of God upon earth (or 

among 
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among men) where his prefence was fignified ; and therefore 
all approach to that mud be believed to be an approach to 
God through Jefus Chrift oiir Lord, of whofe body^ witli 
thefulruji ef the Godhead dwelling in him^ the temple wherein 
the fymbolical prefence of God dwelt, is declared to be i, 
figure by Chrtil himfelf, John ii. 2.1. and when all ihe fa- 
crifices are ordered to be brought to this fanduary, and the 
Hood partly to be fprinkled towards the Divine Prefence, and 
partly poured out at the foot of the altar ; no doubt can be 
made, but thofe facrifices had refpeft unto God and unto 
the body of Chrift, the great offering to be made by the 
Great High-Priefl, and to the blood of fprinkling in this body. 
(To b$ continued,) 



i&oetr^. 



^0 'the Editor of the Univerfaliji's 
Mtjcellany, 
Sir, 

Jf the following meet your appro- 
bation, by givng thtm a place in 
your next Number, you wiil oblige 
(among other of your friends), ^ 

Your humble j'ervant, 

NAUTICUS. 

On the Death op one very re- 
markable FOR HIS EXCESS IN 
DRINKING. 

riENEATH this ftonc Bibcrio's 

•^ duft is laid, 

Wh9 drank bis pafling-cup, and reePd 

to bfcd ; 
Dtath rt-achMtbc bowl, and this prc- 

fcription gave, 
*' Dofe now thy fenfes fojber in the 

gfave/* 

Xife^ paid the prefcnt /hot 5 but, oh ! 

the fears 
^hen morn awakes him to his long 

arrears \ 
Charg'd with the revels of each for- 

me r day ! 
for thcre*s a dreadful reckoning ftilJ 

to pay. 



A BIRTH DAY THOUGHT. 
November 9TH, 1798. 

'pWENTY-two years yowr g^aft 
•*■ has run, 
(Says Time) pray tell me what y«u*ve 

done ? 
*< Done— ~-done, alas ! like other 

men 
" What I would never do again l** 

Then wifdom learn from folly pal^. 
Each hour approaches to your laft ; 
Think what lor ages muft be thine! 
When you have felt this fcythc rf 
mine. 

My reafon for fend ing-the follow- 
ing is, I think it is (omewhat fimihr 
to the reflexions (of three women) 
on the fourth coinmandment, in a. 
fonner number of your ufeful Mif- 
cellany, viz^ the world was made in 
a mill. 

EPIGRAM. 
"pR ANK dangerous ill, was, by a 
^ fober friend, 

Advifed to think upon his latter end ; 
Repent, faid he, before it is too late. 
And wifely think upon a future ftate $ 
Buir frank replied (inftead of fighs 

and pray'rs), 
" I ne'er concern my head with State 

affaiis.'* 

TO 
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TO MRS. BISHOP, 
fTttb a Pocket Looking Glafsy ^written 
by the lat^ Rev. Mr, Bi/hop, Muf- 
Ur of Merchant Baylor i School, 

TO you, dear wife, (and all muft 
grant 
A wife's no common confidante,) 
I dare ray Tccret foul reveal, 
Whate'tr I think, whatever I feel j 
This verfe for inftance I defign 
To mark a female friend of mine, 
Whom long with PaiIion*t warmeft 

S^ee 
I've feen, and could for erer fee. 
But hear me firft defcribe the dame, 
If candour then can (>lame me— 

blame. 
IVc feen her charm, at forty, more 
Than half her fex at twenty-tour } 
Seen her, with equal pow'r and cafe, 
, Draw right toryle, from will to plcaf*? j 
Seen her fo frankly give, and fpare 
At once, with fo difcreet a care. 
As if her fenfe* andher^s alone, 
Could limit bounty like her own 5 
Seen her, in Nature^s iimpleft guife, 
Abovtf arts, airs, and falliions rife j 
And when her peers (he had furpjifs'd. 
Improve upon herfelf at lail ; ^ 
Seen her, in (hort, in cv'ry part, 
Difcernmcnt, temper, figure, heart, 
Soperfeft, that till Heav'n remove 

her, 
I mult admire her, court her, love 

her! 
Mollly I fpeak the things I mean j 
So rare a yi^oman I have feen. 
And fend this honed glafs, that you. 
Whene'er you pleafe, may fee her too. 

Jn Attempt to paraphrafe Part of 
SOLOMON'S SONG. 

Cbaf. li. Ferfe lo. 13. 

RISE, my love, and come away, 
What doth here prolong thy ftay ? 
What that's pleafant canft thou fpy ? 
•What can here delight thine eye ? 

Winter's colds are gone and o'er. 
Chilling rains defcend no more ; 
Clouds and ftorms no more are feen. 
All is pleafant, blooming, green. 



Fofter'd by the new bom year, 
Flow 'rs u pon t he earth appear j 
Nature.-o'er Juj^ea's fields, 
Er'ry Jpicty odour yields^ 
And her feather'd Ibngiters* fill 
Er'ry valley, grove, and hill. 
With the mufic of their throats. 
With their ail-eachanting notes. 

Philomel, amidft the boughs. 
Now repeats his tender vows ; 
And the dove, with love elate. 
Cooing with his con(l:ant mate. 
Hies him to Judea'^s plains. 
Telling there his artlefs ftrains. 

Now the fig-tree and the vin? 
Both theii* fragrances combine, 
-And diifufe a fweeter fmell^ 
Sweeter far than tongue can tell. 

O'er the flbw'ry mantled heath. 
Where the roes in quiet breatlie. 
Zephyrs (hall, with flagrant air. 
Fan the bofom of my tair. 

P then, rife, and come away, 
Joys like thefe refufe delay. n 

Thi Happiness of Marriage. 

'pHRICE happy ftate of placideafe, 
•*• Where doubts no more moleft ; 
Where tranquil joys the time engage. 
And footh the wedded brealh 

When hearts in filken fetters bounds 
By warm affe^iun n^ove ; 

Outfly (lem Duty's irkfomc pace. 
And think and aft-by Love. 

My God, who taught my heart to fe^ 

This pure celeltial fire. 
Has fixed my happinefs at home, ^ 

And bounds my chief defire, 

O loft to happinefs and life, 

Who thinks the marriage chain ■ 

Is only link'd with briars and thorns^ 
And thick befet with pain. 

Know> here unnumbcr'd fwcets a^ 
bound. 

And dear engaging ties. 
Which lull the lienfe of mortal cares. 

And wake to extacies. 



Thro' every fcene of varied li 
Let warm affcftion guide ; 

And age itfelf iftcreafe our la 
More fond as longer tried. 

KAfWS 



ied life, 

love, 
iried. 
MONTHLY 
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MONTHLY OCCURRENCES. 



08ober 27, 

ACCORDING to the Vienna 
Court Gazette of the 6th jnft. 
the Ruflian and Turkifli fleets form- 
cd a junftion on the aoth ult. and 
foon after fet fail for the Archipela- 
go. 

29. This morning the Paris Jour- 
nals to ilie 23d of October were re- 
ceived in town. Several of them are 
filled with official letters from Buo- 
naparte, the laft of which is dated 
Au^uft the ijtb. By thefe it appears 
he has had three different engage- 
ments with the Beys in Egypt, in 
eath oi which he has been fuccei'st'ul, 
moft places of importance io Egypt 
have fell into his hands j and not- 
withftanding the defeat of the French 
fleet, he fpcaks with very great confi- 
dence of his ability to mamtain him- 
self in that country. 

31. Letters received yefterday from 
Yarmouth, brought intelligence of a 
Dutch frigate having been taken by 
the Sirius frigate or 36 guns. Cap- 
tain R^King, northwaid of the Tes&el, 
with 200 troops on board. Not a 
Aiot was fired by the Dutchman. The 
Bnglifli frigate was in purfuit of a fe- 
fioiid, which accounts received (ince, 
ftattf to haVe been likewiie captured. 

Nov. I. The ifland of St. Pierre, 
near Sardinia, has been lately invad- 
ed by a body of Tunifians. Upwards 
of 2000 perfons were killed ) 200 wo- 
men, and the fame number of men, 
together with an immenfe quantity of 
valuable effeds were carried off. The 
refidencies of the Englifti and French 
Confuls were the only houfes that ef- 
caped piilage« 

3. Several decrees, which have 
lately been iffued by the Spanifh Go- 
vernment, relative to the finances, 
have created a conliderable degree of 
pneafinefs and difcontent, which have 
been encreafed by, the augmentation 
in the pi ice of the ncceceffaries of 
iiic. 



4. By accounts from Dublin, it 
appears that another French fauach'on 
has been off the Iri(h coaft, with 
troops, to revive the rebellion) it 
confined of fevcn or eight Urge fri- 
gates, and approached Killala^ Bay, 
on the morning of the 27th of O6I0- 
ber. Two gentlemen of that town, 
fuppofing them to be Englifli, went 
on board, and were detained. The 
frigates foon after ftbod awliy to the 
northward. Accounts, fince receiv- 
ed from France, ftate them to be ^iiMy 
returned to a French port. 

10. The Vienna Court Gazette of 
the 24th of 0£>ober, contains an ac- 
count of a furious affault made £fk 
Widdin by the Turks. jThe Pachas 
who conduced it appeared at firft to 
have the advantage, and forced fome 
of the trenches ; but having advanced 
to fome mines, which Paffwan O- 
glou had prepared, they were fprung, 
and a terrible (laughter made, be- 
tween two and three thoufand' were 
killed or defperately wounded ^ and 
fo great was the terror of the Turks, 
that the army could not be again col- 
lected, and brought to aft for three 
days. This is the thirty-firft aflault 
made by the Turks on Widdin. 

12. A very ferious infurreftion has 
broke out in the Netherlands, in con- 
fequence of the irregularities and im- 
pofitions of the French, many battles 
have taken place between the French 
and iufurgents, with various fuccefs, 
and in all probability it will coffthe 
French a long time and noany mea 
before they will entirely quell it. 

14. A fecond Ruflian fquadron, 
comprifing 10 fail of the line and 3* 
gallies, having ori board 8000 troops^ 
was, according to advices from Bre- 
men of the 24th ult. about to pafs 
the Dardanelles, to be employed on 
the coail of Italy. 

15. TheCourt of Berlin has lately 
manifeiled confiderable alarm at the 
fplrit which fceiss 19 prevail through- 
out 
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^i\t its new acquifirions id Poland. 
Several Vole»|,^^^^af of patriotic 
icgrett for the deftiuftion of their 
country, have been arrcfted ai War- 
hw, and brought prifoneis to the ci- 
mAe\ of Magdeburg. 

i6>. Holty tl>e famous leader of the 
Wicklow rebels, has furrendercdbiin- 
idf to the Iriih Government. 

13. By the Hamburgh Mail which 
srrived on Saturday» journals and let- 
ters have been received to the 9th inft. 
aod from them it appears, that both 
Auftria and France are preparing for 
war. They both fecm to confider it 
M tntvitahley and both fetm to paufe 
mh the brink of the precipice, bwit- 
scrland and Naples arc the two poinrs 
fe which we mu(! look, if we wrfh to 
calculate kt probability. The Hel- 
vetic Dlrdftory durft not aflumc a 
warlike tone, without the confcnt of 
itsmafters at Paris, and the King of 
Naples would moft certainly not ven- 
ture to make a parade of his hoiiility 
fa France, withbut a perfe6l rehance 
on the proteflion of the Em^ror. 
The military preparations of his Si 
cilian Majtdy are continued with in- 
ce0ant and undifguifed a^liVity, and 
the Helvetic Directory fpeak openly 
of immediate war, and prepare to call 
out their forces. Tlie Grifon De- 
iBocrats bad, on the 1 ith of prober, 
tranfmitted an addrefs to the French 
I>ire£lory, elaimhighs protection, or, 
in other words, inviting the invafton 
and conqueft of their country. A 
meafore which probably haftened the 
entrance of the Auftrian tnx^^, and 
the conclufion of an ofienlive and de- 
fenfive alliance, wh'ch waa (igned at 
Coire, on the 19th, by M. D* SuiFen- 
berg, and the Deputies of the Rboe> 



tian Leagues. Thefe, and pthercir- 
cumflai»ces too nuinerous to mention 
in this place, appear to be unambi- 
guous fymptoms of a certain and 
Ipeetly rtnewal of hoftilities. 

28. The French Directory having 
deciart'd they will treat as pirates ail 
fubje£ts of neutral countrie» found on 
board Britifti fiiips of war, the King 
of England ^has ordered it to be made 
known to the French Commiffary, 
that if fuch . a declaration is carried 
into effeft, it is his Majefty's deter- 
mination to exercife the moft rigorous 
retaliation againft the fubjefts of the 
French Rt public, vrhom the chance 
of war has n:;w placed, or may here- 
after place at the K n^'s difpolal. 

24. The ifland ot 6t, Domingo, 
after having coft this country twenty 
millions of money, and 10,000 lives, 
has been totally aban'doned. 

26. The accounts lately received 
at Paris from Buonaparte, reprefcnt 
that General as in the moft piofper* 
ous fituation ; he has" defeated jtrvcry 
force that has been lent againft him, 
and was employed, when the lalb ac- 
counts left him, in tiaining and dif.. 
cipiining a great number of the A- 
rabs, who have joined him. The 
Turks will be little able to oppoie 
him: befides Paffwan Oglou, who 
has grown of late very tormidable,- 
they have now another domeftic ene- 
my to contend with, in the perioA o£ 
the Scheik Hajabi, >yhofe movements 
on the banks of the Tigris and £u- 
phratesy it is faid, were conneded 
with the expedition to Egypt. He 
has defeated the Pacha of Bagdad at 
the head of 50,000 men, and evcE. 
threatens tfaat city. ' 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



T. K. (hall have his difficulty on Pfalm xlix. 19. attended 
to. We know that Dr. Gill can give no light upon the fub- 

4ea. , 

W. Thomafon's Queftion fliall be noticed in due order. 
Vfrtuous Love, &C.. is received j but too late for this num^ 
bcr. 



Univerfalift's Mifcellany 

For DECEMBER^ 1798. 



DtALOGUE BETWIXT X, Z, ^ND MYSELF, 
ON ELECTION. 

^ (Continued from page 334.^ 

The following is the continuation of my Dialogue on Eleitiori ; 
,1 requeft the reader will be fo |cincl as to read the former part 
of it again, before he pcrufcs what I now communicate. 

JT. T^UT how will you prove that veflels of wrath and Jif- 
Jt3 honour fliall ever be reftored to happinefs ? 
Author, If when a veffcl is marred in the nands of d potter 
he can form it again, and continue his work, until he hath 
tompleted it to his own mind, Ihall it befaid that yehoi/ahcsin^ 
not do the fame with his creatures, if they be marred under his 
hand in his difpcnfations towards them, and broken in pieces 
like a potter's veffel ? Cannot he form them again, continue 
hi$ difpenfations towards, and his operatioiis upon them, until 
he has made them ftich as he can rejoice in, pure and happy 
beings ? Shall it be faid that GOD hath lefs power over hii 
creatures than the potter hath over the clay? When the 
LORD commanded Jeremiah to go dotvn to the potter's 
houfe, and the Prophet had there feert the veffel which the 
potter made, matred in the artificer's hand, and formed again 
by him into andthet veffel, as it feemed gctod to him to mak^ 
it, the queflion was afked, *' O houfe of Ifrael, cannot 1 dd 
•* with you as this potter, faith the t^ORp ? Behold as the clay 
** is in the potter's hand, fo 2!re ye in mine band, O houfe of 
** Ifrael." Jer. xviii. 6. If God can do thus with the houf6 
of Ifrael,^ cannot he do the fame with all his creatures ? The 
Apoftle declares, not only that all things are of God, and thro' 
l^ YoLdh 3 A him. 
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him« bat likewtfe that all things are to him, Rom. xi. 3^^ 
But how can all things be to htmi unlefs all things be made'' 
ultimately to enjoy and praife bim ? 

Z. I ttiink you have fufBciently anfwered the enquiries of 
X. ; but there is one wbich I beg leave to bring forward, whicfar 
perhaps you will find ittore difficuky in anfwervng. You wiff 
admit that God was as capable of manifefting himfelf to the 
whole world, and of uleiBng all mankind^ at the time whenr 
he called and blefled Abram, as he was of manifefting him-* 
felf to, and blefling that Patriarch. You will alfo admit that 
the Moft High was as capable of giving the lively oracles to, 
and of eftabiiihing his pure worfiiip among, all the nations of 
fhe earth, as he w.iis of giving thofe oracle* to, andof cftaHifli- 
ing that worfhip anfong^ the Jews. You will further admit 
that God did, af that very time, k>ve all his creatures, yet yoa 
contend that he beflowed great favours upon fome, which he 
did riot beftow upon others. I a&, therefore, how you will 
reconcile your (latement of the peculiar difpenfatbns of divine 
grace with what you aflcrt concerniue; the love of God to aU 
nis creatures ? If he loved all, why did he not maniteft himfetf 
to a41 at the fame time? Why did he diftinguifti one nation with 
his favours, if he defired that all nations (hould be the red* 
pients of his infinite goodnefs ? 

Author. I truft I have, in the courfe of my fetters, brought 
forward fuch fads as fully fbfoftantiate ibe db£lrine of God's 
peculiar ^nd diftinguifhing grace ; and that I havefufficioitly 
proved that the divine love, mercy, and grace extend to all 
mankind ; now though there .fhould feem to us fome difficulty 
in reconciling the doctrines of diflinguifhing and of univerfal* 
favcrtir, if we find full evidence pf both in the Holy Scriptures, 
ought we on account of tlie fuppofed difficulty to rcjeA either^ 
Ought we not rather to conclude that, as both appear to be 
doflrines of revelation, they mufl: perfecjlly agree; and that it 
IS owing to the ignorance and weaknefs of our minds that we 
cannot perceive tlieir perfeft agreement ^ I hope the premifes. 
which I have laboured toeftablilh, will warrant the conclufion^ 
that God hath in all cafes done that which is moft calculated 
to produce the greateft good to the whole creation, and if I 
ifhould notbeabk to folve every difficulty, you ought to impute 
it to my weaknefs and want of further knowledge, not to at^y 
defeft in the premiies iliemfelves^ if they appear to be flridly 
fcriptural. Coniidering how limited our capacities are, it can^ 
not be furprillog that wc fliould not fully comprehend the plans 
of infinite wifdom. Paul hirafelfj when" reafoning upon the 

deplh^ 
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•depths of the wifdom and knowledge of God, difplayed in hts 
Jivays of Providence and grace, exclaimed^ ^' O the depths J" 
*r— ^^ How unfearcbable are his judgments, and his ways pad 
ifindiqg out!" 

Z. I am not difpofed to controvert the truth of what you 
rhave now <ilated, being aware that we .may imagine contradic- 
tions where none in reality exift : Yet I think when we canngt 
-fas the perfect agreemisnt of any two propofitions^ we ought to 
enquire and eicamine xmtil we diCcaier their entire harmony ; 
I am fully fatisfied that there can be uo 4:ontradi£Hoti in what 
God hath fpoken, y(?t 1 fhad be glad to hear what iix>re ^yoa 
have to fay in reply «tD my enquiry. 

Juibor. I think I have already fuUy ftiewn, in my letters, 
. (diat God's defig^n in bleffing a part, was, through them «to make 
all mankind happy ; but if this be not deemed fui&:ient to re- 
move from the Moji High all ,chai|p of partiality and want of 
•love to the reft, I would alk how you think it confifts with the 
infinite wifdom and gpodacl^ of God, with vhjs.love tpall his 
works, to have made them fo various rin (heir caoacities, iltua- 
:tions9 and enjoyments.; ^ora great divcrfity tnuu be difcovered 
in this refpe£ly if we fbegin with JingeJst principalities and 
ipowers, in jieavenly places, and defcehd on tho. fcale of being 
Ao the moil dicn'mutive infe£ls* AH are not endowed with the 
• ianqe powers, ^acodin (be fame ftiitionSi favoured with the 
^ame enjoymetrts. ^ 

^. A^ alisthc creattifcs in thejunivqrfe arepartsof one com- 
plete fyftcm of beings, that vaft variety which appears in their 
powers, ftations, and, enjoy n^cnts, from the b'righteft of the an- 
gelic hofts, d(M¥n to the meaneft reptiks, may be confjdcred as 
a varied difpilay of the infinite wifdom, power, and goodnefs of 
, <7od, diverfificd throughout all his work§, and cxhiWred in as 
many different points of view as there are different prod uftions 
of the divine hand. Befides, the variety which appears through- 
*out tlie creation adds to the beauty tlicrcof, as all the parts are 
.proportioned with the niceft fynxmetry, to conflitute the rooft 
,perfe6l and^upenduous whole ; and,cvery part endowed with 
>thofe powers, placed in that fituation, and favoured with thofe 
.enjoyments, in the general fyftem, which may render them ^ 
*lc^i^rigto the w^M^- J^ut what has .this to.do with the fub- 
jeSt bwore us^^ 

4uthor* It may ferve to jlluftr^tc the point we are difcufling, 
4brif the varied t^rations of the Sovereign Artificer of the 
^niverfe, his forming fome of 1ms creatures with fuperior pow.^^ 
^er^, placing tbcoi in more exalted ftatiotSj j^Xomiyjg upon 
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tfaem'htgher enjoyments than others po0efs^ be no way incdb? 
iiftent with his unceaiing love to the whole liniverfe of ciiea- 
tqres, why (hpuld it be thought inoonfifient with the love of 
God to the whole race of man, for him to diftingatfh indiva- 
dnals with peculiar favours, for him to admit a degree of the 
fame variety into the difpenfations of his providence and gra^e 
which fo manifeflly appears in his works of creation ? I would 
alfo afk, do you not fuppofe God could have created all roanr 
kind at once, in full maturity, had it been his pleafure, as he 
did Adam? 

Z. Undoubted he could, had it been his good pleafare. 

jluthor. Then how will you make it appear that it was mote, 

confiftent with his infinite goodnefs to create one man and wo-f 

man, and make them the'progenitorsof the whole human race, 

than .it would have been for him to have created them all at 

• once, in a ftate of complete manhood? 

Z. Had t&ey been formed all at once by the mighty powei> 
of. God, jnftead of being produced as ihcy now are, by genera^ 
tion, there would not have been that near relation, clofe con- 
ne£tion, mutual dependance, and thofe tender ties which now 
fubfift; from which arife all the conjugal, paternal and mater-: 
nal, fraternal and focial, affections; which give birth to fuch 
a variety of endowments and tender feelings, which ftimulate 
to fo many kind offices, and lay the foun^tion of thofe rela- 
tive duties which are calculated for our improvement and feU- 
city ; by which mankind are united as one great family, and 
true felf-love and fecial are made the fame: Hence, I cow- 
elude, that the fyftem of procreation was more confiftent for 
infinite goodnefs to adopt, than that of the immediate creation 
of the whole human race would have been, becaufe better 
adapted to the progreiSve ftate of man, and more calculate4 
for his improvement and happinefs. 

Author, And mav not the fame be faid of the difpenfations 
pf divine grace ? if God had blefled all mankind at once, how 
could things have been carried forward in tliat progrfeffive cpurfe 
which is fo eminently calculated for the devclopementof allthe 
divine perfcftions, and the gradual improvement of humaq 
beings, in virtue and happinefs? How could individuals ha«e 
had that wide field opened before them, for the exerdfe of 
faith, patience, fortitude, condefcenfion, fympathy, compffion, 
and for ufefulnefs to others ? God's defign is to unite all in 
pnebody, by the bonds of mutual love ; bttt can we conceive 
how this could Ur effe^d fo well as by firft blefling one, and 
thpn making him the inftrameut of bleftlng othejfs, and fo on. 
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aiiiCtl all are made happy ? Thas, I conceive the plan whidb 
K^od hath adopted, of making the heftowment of peculiar fa* 
^ours fubfervient to the ends of univerfal benevolence;, will b^ 
ibund, upon the flri&eft fcrutiny, every way confiflept willi 
zhc univerfal love of God to his creatures. 

You fee, dear fir, J have not been able to comprefs into th]t 
Jetter, as I had fully propofed to do, alj that I have to fay on 
ple6iion : the pradlical ufe and tendency of tlie flatement I 
have given ftill reniains to be noticed, I muft therefore b^ 
jfhat yau and your readers will indulge me once more, whicU 
will certainly conclude my remarks on this fubje£l. Perhaps 
I may afterwards fend you an appendix, in one or two letters^ 

on Reprobation, J remain, fincerely yours, in the bonds of 

the gofpel, 

fViJbeach^ Dec. 15, 1793. 

\To be continued^] 



NATURAL HISTORY. 
(Continued from p* 326.^ 

/TTTTE continue pur dpfcrip^ipn of Volcanoes from an xp- 
Y y count which Bi(hop Berkeley gives in Phil. Trairf. 
yol. ii, p. 209. " Iq the year 1 717, in the middle of April, 
jvith much diflScuIty I |«eached the top of Mount Vefuvius, 
in which I faw a vaft aperture filled with fmoke, which hin- 
)dered me 'from feeing its depth and figure. I heard withhi 
fhat horrid gulph certain extraordinary founds, which feemed 
jto proceed from tli/e bowels of the mountain, a fort of murmur- 
^ng, fighing, dafhing, found j and between \yhiles a noife like 
that or thunder, or cannon, with a clattering jike that of tiles 
falling iFroip the topsof houfes into the ftreeis. Sometimes, as 
(the wind changed, the fmoke grew thinner, difcovering a very 
fuddy flame, and the pircumference of the crater ftreaked with 
fed and feveral (liades of yellow. After an hour*s ftay, the 
fipojce. being moved by the wind, gave. us a fhort or partial 
profpeo: of the great hollow ; in the flat bottom of which I 
jcouid ^ifcern two furnaces ahnoft contiguous ; that on the left 
feeming about three yards over, glowing with ruddy flartc, 

. ,^nd throwing up red-hot ftones >y;th an hideous noife, which, 
?? ^^^y f?!^ ^¥^i ^^^f'^^ ^^ clattering already taken notifc of, 

. • " " '" "* -' ' Oo. 
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On May the Sth^ in the morning, I aicended to the top of 
Vefuvius a fecond timey and found a diflisrent £ice of things* 
The fmoke alcending upright, gave a full profped of the crater^ 
•tyhicb as 1 cx>uld judg^, wa^. about a raile in circomference^ ' 
and an hundred yards deep. A oonical mount bad been fdrmed, 
fince my laft viGt, in the middle of the bottom, which I could 
fee w:^ formed by the fiones thrown up and fallen back again 
in to the crater, to &is new hill remained the two furnaces 
already mentioned. The one was feen to throw up every 
threeor four minutes, with a dreadful found, a vaft number of 
red-hot ftones, at leaft three hundred feet higher than my 
head, as I flood upon Ae brink of the crater; but as there 
was no wind, they fell perpendicularly back from whence they 
had been difcharged. The other was filled with red-]K>t 
li()uid matter, like thkt in the Airnace of a glafs-houfe; raging 
and working like the waves bf the fea, wFth a (hort abrupt 
noife. This matter would fometinies boil ov^r and run down 
the fide of the conical hill^ appearing at &vSk red-hot, but 
changing colour as it hardened and coded. Had the wind' 
driven in our faces, we had been in 410 fmati dan^ of ftifling 
by the fulphureous fmoke, or being filled by the mafies ^ 
melted minerals that were {hot from the^ bottom 4 but as the 
wind was favourable^ I had an opportunity of furveying this 
amazing fcene for above an hour and a hatf togetliejr^ Qn 
the cth of June, after an horrid noife, the mountain was feen, 

• at hfaples, to work over ; and about three days after itj? thun- 
ders were renewed fo, that not only die windows in the city, 
but all the houfes fliook. From that time it continued to 
overflow, and fometimcs at night were feen colun^is (^fire 
ihooting upward from its funcimit. On the i<othj twhenaU 
was thought to be over, the mountain again renewed its ter- 
rors, roaring and raging moft violently. One caniaot form a 
jufter idea of the noife, in the moft vident fits of it, than by 
imagining a mixed found made up of the raging of ^ tempefl 
the murnmr of a troubled fea, and the roaring of thunder aiid 

* artillery, confufed altogether : though we heard all this at the 
difiance of twelve miles, yet it was very terrible. I now fe- 
folved to approach nearer to the mountain ; and, accordingly, 
three or four of us got into a boat, and were let afhore at a 
little town fituated at the foot of the mountain ; from hence 
we rode about four or five miles before we came to the torrent 
of fire d\at was defcending from the fide of the volcano ; and 
here the roaring grew exceeding loud and terrible as we ap- 
proached. I obierved a mixtare of colotin in the cloud above 

the 
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flic crater, green, red, yellow, blue ; there was likewife a ruddy 

<}ifmal light in the air, over the traft where that burning river 

flowed : thefe circumftances, fet oflF and augmented by the 

^horrorof the night, made a fcellc the moft uncommon and 

aftonifhing I ever faw ; which ftill increafed as We approached 

the burning rircr. Imagine a vaft torrent of liquid fire, rolling 

from the top down the fide of the mountain, and with irrefift- 

able fury bearing down and confuming vines, olives, and 

houies ; and divided inta different channels, according to the 

inequalities of the mountain. The largeft ftream feemed half 

a mile broad at lead, and fiv« miles long« I walked fo far bc- 

fote my companions up the mountain, along the fide of the 

river of fire, that I was obliged to retire in great hafte, the ful- 

plfureous fteam having furprized me, and almoft taken away 

my breads During our return, which was about three 

^'clock in the morning, the roaring of the nK>untain was 

heard all the way, while we obferved it tbrowine up huge , 

fpouts of fire and burning ftbnes, which falling, reiembled the 

ftars in a rocket. Sometimes I obferved two or three diftind 

columns of flame, and Ibmetimes one only that was large 

enough to fill the whole crater* Thefe burning cohimns and 

fiery ftones, (eemed to be (hot a thoufand feet perpendicular 

;^ve the fummit of the volcano ; and in this manner the 

mountain continued raging for fix or eight days after. On the 

eightenth of the fame month the whole appearance ended, and 

the mountain remained perfeflly quiet without any vifible 

linoke or flame," 

The matter which is found to roll down from the mouth of 
all volcanoes in general, refembles the drofs that is thrown from 
a fmitb's forge. But it is different, perhaps, in various parts of 
the globe ; for, as we have already faid, there is not a quarter 
of the world that has not its volcanoes. In Afia, particularly 
in the iflands of the Indian Ocesm, there are many. One o£ 
the moft famous is that of Albouras, near Mount Taurus, the 
fummit of which i& continually on fire, and covers the whole 
adjacent country with aflies. In the ifland of Zernate there i$ 
a volcano^ which fome travellers aflfert, bums moft furioufly 
in the times of the equinoxes, becaufe of the wind$ which then 
contribute to increafe the flames. In the Molucca iflands there 
?ie many burning mountains; they are alfo feen in Japan, 
and the iflands adjacent; and in Java and Sumatra, as well as 
in other of the Phillippine Iflands. In Africa there is a cavern 
near Fet, which continually fends forth either fmoke or flames, 
^n the Cape de Verd Iflands, one of them called tbe tjland dti 
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lUegc^ continually burns ; and the Portuguefc, who frequcr/^ 
fy attempted a fettlcment there, have as often been obliged td 
defift. 

The Peak of Tcneriffe is, A every body knows> at volcano^ 
^t feldom defifts from eruptions. But of all parts of the earth f 
America is the place Were thefe dreadful irregularities of na- 
ture are the moft confpicuous. Vefuvius^ and iEtnar itfelf, 
arc but mere fireworks in comparifon to tfie burning n^oun- 
tains of the Andes ; which,, as they are the higheft mountains 
of the world, fo alfo are they the moft formidable for their 
eruptions. The mountain of Araquipa in Peru, is one of the 
moft celebrated. Taraffa, and Malatallo, are very confiderable ; 
butthatof Cotopaxi^ in the province of Quito, exceeds any 
riling wc have hitherto read or heard of. The mountain «f. 
Cotopaxi, as defcribed by Ulloa, vol/ i. p. 442^ is more than 
three miles perpendicular from the fea ; and it became a voU 
cano at the time of the Spaniards firft arrival in that country. 
A new eruption of it happened in the year 1743, having been 
feme days preceeded by a continual roaring in its bowek. The 
found of one' of thefe mountains is not like that of the voka« 
noes of Europe, confined to a province, but is beard at an hun- 
dred and fifty miles diftance. *-An aperture' fays Ulloa,- 
*• was made in the fummit of this immenfe mountain; and 
three more about equal heights near the middle of its decli-< 
vity, wliich was at that time.buried under prodigious mafles of 
fnow. The ignited fubftances ejefted on that occafion, 
mixed with an immenfe quantity of ice and fnow, melting, 
amtdft the flames, were carried down with fuch aftoni filing ra^^ 
padity, that in an inftant the valley from Cailoto Latacung» 
was overflowed ; and befide its ravages in bearing doWn the 
houfes of the Indians, and other poor inhabitants, great num- 
bers of people loft their lives. The river of Latacunga was 
the channel of this terrible flood ; till being too fmall for re- 
ceiving fuch a prodigious current, it overflowed the adjacent 
country like a vaft lake, near the town, and carried away all 
the buildings within its reach* The inhabitants retired into a 
fpotof higher ground behind the town, of which (hofe parts 
which flood within the limits of the current were totaUy de« 
ftroyed. The dread of ftill greater Hevaftations did not fub- 
fule for three days after ; during which time the volcano 
ejected cinders, while torrents of melted ice and fnoW poureij 
down its fides. The eruption lafted feveral days, and was ac- 
companied with terrible roarings of the wind rdfliing through 
the volcano, ftill louder than the former rumblings in \x% 

• bowels* 
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t)Owek. At laft all was quiet, neither Are nor fmdkc to be 
feen, nor noife to be heard ; till in the enfuing year, the flames 
again appeared with recruited violence^ forcing tlieir paffage 
through feveral other parts of the mountain, fo that in clear 
nights the flames being reflected by the tranfparent ice, formed 
^n awfully magnificent illumination/ 

^ We niighi go on to fwell this account with reciting the 
eruptions of Mount Hecla, as well as the more recent ones of 
Vefuvtus ; bpt as the general appearance of volcanoes is die 
iame, differing only according to the ftr.e of the mountains, 
and other carnal circumftances, we forbear. Whether thelip 
terrific ^res arc fupplied by fuel from the mountains themfelve^ 
or whether?the fire is in the center of the eartb, and volcanoes 
-are a^kind of chimneys only to ffive it vcilt, has been difputed. 
But thefe conilderations we muft defer to oi^r Ae^t number. 

/To be contlnuidj 



ON THE FELICITY OF VIRTUOUS tOVi; 

Quis legem det amantibus P 
Major eji amor lex ipfejibi. 

A FTER .the great confolations of religion, nothing is 
jfA produ£tive of fo much happinefs as a virtuous afFcc- 
.tionbetween the fexes. As reliffion fmooths the greater 
afperities of life, fo do love and friendfhip tlie lefler ; and 
their union forms the trueft felicity, of which human na- 
ture is fufceptible. 

Plato's defcription of this charming paflion is engbanting. 
Its. nature, its purity and its innocence are painted by him 
with a pathos, a ricnnefe, and a glow of colouring delight- 
.fulto the fancy and delicious to the heart. He calls it ^ 
fentimental union of minds as well as of perfons, far above 
:the range of vulgar pleafure ; forever augmenting by con- 
ilancy, and only fulpended by death. 

Of the other Grecian writers, Theocritus in his Idylls has 
^uch fentiin^nt;. He is more poetical than Plato, but not 
.fo refined. 

Amopgtbc Romans, Ovid is luxuriant in his defcriptions, 
?but he wants chaftity. Virgil excels him, and on this fub- 
jeft he is tender and fublime. Tibullus alfo is tender; often 
plaintive and melancholy. All thefe wiiters, however, have 

Vou H, 3 B done 
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done juftice to this moft delegable paffion ; and thoug!^ 
tlicir defcriptions are various, they are all delightful. 

Of all the moderns^ Petrarch is the raoft inimitable in . 
his amorous defcriptions. His foul was peculiarly a ibul of 
fcnfibility. His piftures arc the oflspring of a vivid imagi- 
nation, and aidqd by the happy genius of the Italian lan- 
guage, tranfcend all competition. 

After him, Milton, the moft fublime of poets has enrich- 
ed his fcenes of love in Paradife with great beauty. Hi?; 
converfations between Adam and Eve are all nature, inno-- 
cence, and truth. The fpeech of Eve to our firft parent in 
the fourth book of his incomparable work, is finely finlihed. 
May I be permitted to tranfcribe the paflage ? 

« With thee converfing, I forget all thne : 
All feafons and their change all pleafe alike; 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing-fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; plealant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 
Jlis orient beams, on herb, tree, firuit and flow'r^ 
Glitt'rine with dew ; firagrant the fertile earth 
After foftfhow'rs; and fweetthc coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; then filent night 
With thi$ her folemn bird, and this fair mqon. 
And then the gems of heav*n, herftarry train; 
But neither breath of morn, when fhe afcends 
With charm of earlieft birds; nor rifingfun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flow'r, 
dittoing with dew; norfragance after Ihow'rs ; 
Nor grateful evening mild ; nor filent night 
With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon. 
Or glilt' ring ftar light without thee is fweet." 

'ITiompfon, in his Seafons, fcems to have had a fine idea 
pf love, particularly in his ftoiy of Palemon and Lavinia. 
The amiable Ly ttlcton too holds a high rank in this depart- 
ment. His Monody on the death of his Lucy, is the moft 
beautiful thing of the kind ever written. Hammond might 
have poflcfled a feeling heart, but he was an avowed imi- 
tator of Tibullus. 

The love-fcenes in Scripture are highly interefting. The 
modefty of their imageiy and the fimpjicity of relation 'which 
diftinguilhes them, are beauties of the firft magnitude. 
What can be more afFeftionate and tender than Ruth's ad- 
dr? Js to Naomi ? " Intreat pap not to leave thcc, or return 

fironi 
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from following after thee ; for whither thou goeft I wiJJ go ; , 
and where thou lodgeft I will lodge ; thy people fhall be my 
jpeople, and thy God nvy God : Where thpu dieft I will die, 
^hd there will I be buried." The fecond chapter of Solo- 
mbn^s Song is a beautiful fpccimen of the foft language "of 
love. It is indeed typical of the mutual love of Chrift and 
his church, but is a wonderful difplay of unafFefted paffiori> 
'* Rife, my love, nly fair one, and come away. For, lo! 
the winter is paA, the rain is over and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth ; the time of the finging of birds is come, 
and (he voice of the turtle is heard in our land. The fig 
tree puttetli forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grape give a good fmell. Arife, my love, my fair 
Ctte, and come away. O my dove, &e. &c." 

The exterior of this pleating paffion is ftrongly charae- 
tcriftic of its nature. It gefttly throws back the head, and 
inclines it a little to one fide: The eyes are thrown. Ian- 
guifliingly forward on the beloved okjeft, or aie penfively 
caft on tne ground. The mouth, half open, admits but a 
faint infpiration, as if it difturbed the fweet extacy of the 
'ttiind. , Rapt in contemplation on beauty and worth it ftfr 
a while forgets all the little cares and anxieties of life, and 
refigns itfelf into a delicious intoxication. Abfence fuccecds, 
and a gentle ftupefaftion feizes the fenfes. 

Addifon fays that the hours of virtuous courtfhip are the 
happicft in life. Perhaps it is true. The imagination fond- 
ly dwells oh the idea of future felicity, heightened with all 
the exaggeration natural to the mind, in falhioning joys to 
t:ome. 

It is melancholy, however, to confider, that as every 
plcafure has its attendant pain, find a bitter is infufed in 
the choicell cup of life, fo has Love its peculiar Daemon. 
*— This is Jealoufy — " that green-eyed monfter (as Shake- 
fpeat emphatically calls it) which makes the food it feeds 
on.'*' Of all the fources of mifery,^this is the moft abun- 
dant. It carries every malignant paffion in its train, and 
it$ tortures are fo acute, that in its dreadful paroxyfm, piety 
ahd virtue are forgotten, and rage and defpair are let loofe 
tipon the foul. 

From this difmal pifture, we return to Love, pure and 
tinadulterated. It prefents the fcenery of all that is kind, 
focial and generous. It affords a powerful allay to human 
mifery, and fmooths the brow of care. When the anxieties 
of this world's pupfuits thickly befet us; when the injuftice 

>B2 ^ of 
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of tntn, and the uafaithfuloefs and ingratitude of hife' 
friends rack the heart arid fill the eyes with tears ; how plea* 
fant, how grateful to retire to the fweets and folace of loTe« 
^he is the faireft handmaid to Religion and the trueft nurfe' 
of genuine pleafure. Aided by the influence of this moft. 
delightful of paffions, we flide gently down the hill of life*-* 

** Till fate fcarce feels our mortal breath fuppreis'd. 
As fmilii^ in&nts fport themfdyes to reft." 

S. C, BLYTH. 

Jfe. (reorge's iff the Eafiy MiddlefcXj 
\^ih Nov. irJ8. 



REMARKS ON HETERODOX DIFFICULTIES. 

fT^ th$ ESi9r of the Univer/ali/Ps Mifcellany.J 

(See Page U2. J 
Sir, 
T Have been eonfidering the difficulties mentioned by our 
\ frichdy that calls bimfclf HetcFodox.— 1 hey are fbrcwd 
obfervalions. — But the fallacy appears to me ta lay ia 
making fuch a diftinftion feetween the Spirit's operation 
and man's free agency, as if the fuccefs of the former werfe 
indcpcndant on man's concuirence, or that the free agency 
of man is fufficient to fave without the Spirit's affi&nce. 
But if we confider man's free agency to be only a power 
leftored through ^race to accept of offered falvation pror 
pofed in the Golpel» I think the difficulty on this fide 
the qucftion will be removed. Mr. H. fays, ** the efficacy 
of the Spirit's operation muft depend on the power oSf 
free agency of man, and not on me power of God." I 
would jrather fay, the progi^fs or efficacy of the Spirit of 
God in the heart of man depends^ upon that power God 
hath given him to co-operate with, or refift fuch o^n^ 
tions: and where fuch operations are defeated, ^latgift 
of God is i-ejcfted ; and where the operatioBS pr^e ef- 
feftual in any pcrfon, we muft not afcribe it to the fuperior 
power and goodnefe of the creature, but to bis not refiftinr 
that work God hatli begun; and therefore whatever di^ 
ference there is between one perfon and another by tiie 
operation of the Spirit, that dilFerencewe are told muu be- 
gin with and originate from the creature. But how that 
difference can originate from the creature which we arc 

toid 
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ioW is, ** By the opgration of the Spirit.^* I know not. No, 
that difference muft begin^ witli and originate from tliat 
power God hatii given to man ; and therefore that power 
wijh man's co-operation muft begin the work. Yea, the 
carrying it on and complcating it muft depend upon thd 
Spint's operation, and man's concurrence 5 and in fuch t, 
Cafe I think the Spirit will come in for a very large (hare 
of both glory and power in man's falvation. 

For further particulars, Sec I. W's Thoughts on Difiio^ 
guifhing Grace, in No. 18. 

London^ Dec. 10, 1758. 



QUESTION ON SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE. 

Sia, 
T FIND myfelf very much indebted to you for your very 
1 ufeful Milbellarty, and alfo to our good friend, R. W. 
wno has written fo much on Eleftion ; and am happy to lin4 
that the knowledge of God*s Univerfal Love is gaining 
ground rapidly ; go on, dear Sir — and may Jehovah prober 
the work In your hands. As your Mifcellany is a vehicle 
of ufeful information, I beg leave to propofe the following 
queftion : viz. Is "the Bible (received and credited as the 
word of God,) fufficient of itfelf to lead a foul to falva* 
tion, or is any internal evidence neceflary ? A few thoughts 
on the above queftion (if confiftcnt with your plan) will 
much oblige your conftant Reader, 

Birmingham^ Nov. 20, 1198. W, THOMPSON. 



QUESTION ON PSAL. xlix. 19. 
(To the Editor of the UniverfaHJTs Mifcellany. J 
Sir, 

ON reading Pfal. xlix. 19, I was alarmed in my mind, 
and thought it contrary to the E>oftrine of Reftora- 
tion; I (hall be obliged to you, or any of your Corre- 
ipondents to give the true meaning of thofe words in your 
Mifcellany. T. K. 

Nov. 23, 1198. 
N, B. I read Dr. Gill's Expofition jon that Text, it 
gave my mind #0 fatisfadlion. 
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^UTUOI. OF THE WHOLE DUT.Y OF MAN, BEhlEVZti^ 

the restoration. 
Sir, 

IN your Mifcellany for the month of March laft, you 
inlerted a piece I fent you, containing " Extrads on 
the Reft<M:ation»" in which I promifed fome farther extrafts 
from different authors on the lame fubjed, and in particular, 
an extrafi from an author which had been read as much 
as any ; though perhaps it was feldom obferved that he had, 
written any thing which favoured the DoArine of God'^ 
Univerfal Love. 

The author I then alluded to, was the perfon who wrote 
that well known book entitled ** The Whole of Duty of 
Man,'* which I conceive I was juflified in faying, " had 
been read perhaps as much as any author." — ^Ims book 
was in fo much repute about the beginning of .the prefen^ 
century, that a celebrated Divine who wrote about that 
period, fpeaking of it, fays, " This book is prodigioufly 
admired and doated upon even to fuperftition. The gene- 
rality of people unmeafurably elleem it, and/eem to prefer 
it before the nible : they having been taught by one of our 
Divines to fay, It is tie heft of books^ and every parilhioner 
muft have one of them almoft upon pain ot damnation ; 
and even in the prefent day I believe, Sir, there is fcarcely 
a houfe without one of them. 

Whoever the author of this b©ok was, it is evident that 
he believed in the Doftrine of " the Univerfal Reftoration 
or Reconciliation of all lapfed intelligettces.'^ For in the 
prayer for the Peace of the Church (inferted in that work) 
there are thofe words, ** Vouchfafe to caft thy counte- 
nance on thy well-beloved fpoufe the church, but let it 
be that amiable and tnercful countenance whereby tfiou 
pacifieft all things in heaven and in earthy and whatfoever is 
above heaven and unber the earth," by which I un- 
derftand the author, that God had two countenances, (if I 
may fo exprefs myfelf) with which he looked upon mfian- 
kind : the one an " angry countenance^^* and the other •* an 
amiable and merciful countenance ;" that he has the former 
when he looks upon man as finful man, or when he views 
fin feparate from the finner, and the latter when he lurveys 
the whole creation as the purchafe of his fon's blood. 
And that either he conceived God does ««i|r look upon the 

whojte 
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whole world (on the ground of what he intends to do for 
them) with *^ an amiable and merciful countenance,** 
or that there is a time coming when he will look upon all 
(his once lapfed) intelligences with the fame ** amiable 
and merciful countenance" which he now does upon his 
Church. — ^Thofe ideas I think are included in tbe forego- 
ing expreffions of this author. And the learned Dr. Joha 
Edwards in his refleftions on the above book, conftrues the 
paflage before felefted in the fame manner, and charges it 
home upon the author, that he held the before mentioned 
fentiments, for the Doftor in the Third Volume of his 
book entitled " The Preacher," Page 325, after inferting 
fome ftriftures on part of the aforefaid prayer ♦* For tlie 
peace of the Church," proceeds to fliew nis dilapprobation 
of another part of the fame prayer in the followmg woi'ds: 
" There is a very odd and fufpicious paffage in the fame 
prayer, Vouchfafe to caft thy countenance on thy well beloved 
Jpoufcy the Churchy hut let it be that amiable and merciftd 
Countenance whereby thou pacifieji all things in Heaven and 
in Earthy and whatever is above Heaven andundler the Earth* 
That God pacifieth all things in Heaven and in EartK^ {fays 
the Doftor) " is eafy to be underftood, for this is according 
to what tlie Apoftle laith, namely, that by Chriji all things 
- are reconciled to the Father ^ whether they be things in Earth 
or things in Heaven^ Col. i. 20. But how doth God pacify 
what is above Heaven^ and what doth he mean by whatfo^ 
ever is under the Earth, This muft fignify either the bodies 
of the Saints, or of the wicked that are in their graves, or the 
Devils and damned fouls in HelU or, he fuppofes, other fouls 
\i\ purgatory. He cannot mean the bodies of the dcceafed, 
for there is no need of pacifying them, they being ftill and 

quiet, AND THEREFORE HE MUST MEAN THE INFERNAL 

Spirits and souls that are damned, and then the 
fenfe is this ; that God r^j or will caft his amiable and met^ 
ciful countenance ON THE damned in hell, yea, on the 
Devils themfelves, he will vouchfafe them the fame mer- 
ciful countenance that he cafls on his well beloved fpoufe the 
Church. This is a flight above purgatory, and furely is not 
any part of that devotion which Proteftants are concerned 
in ; of if he means by thole under the Earth tlie fouls in 
puigatory, then we know whereabouts he is, and what 
church he hath a good opinion of." 

I adduce thS quotation from the Doftor to corroborate 
my aiTertion, ** tli^t the Autlior of the Whole Duty of Man 

l^eiieved 
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believed in the Univerfal Reftoration," as I do not vnSh it 
to reft on toy private judgment. I think we may iafely 
rank this writer amon^ the abettors of this |;lorious trutb» 
and it is no fmall credit to the caufe to have loconfiderable 
an author amoi^ its advocates. I ihall only add» that 1 am 
extremely forry Uie Doctor could not fee a Uttle further into 
the meaning of Col. i. 90. which he quotes. I -wifh he 
liad lived ^o hear the fermon you preached from thofe words, 
in the month of December, 17^4, at Parliament Court 
Chapel ; perhaps be might have had his eyes a little open*- 
cd. For if he had confid^rcd, that by tAin^s in Heaven and 
in Earthy the Apoftle meant things of ^Mvenly original^ 
viz. the fallen angels, and things of Earthly griginal^ \, eu 
fallen mxn, (as I think you clearly made it appear ift that 
fermon) he would have i€tvk there was. a great affinity be« 
tween the Apoftle's reafcfnin^ in that v^rfe, and the realbn- 
ing of the Author of the Whole Duty of Man in the above 
paflagc. 

I need not tell your readers that that gr^at and good maa^ 
Archbiihop Tillotfon, wrote in £ivour of this doctrine. 
Ihe above Dr. Edwards alfo talhed him for ib doing. 
Speaking of the Archbiihc^ he lays, " His d^clarii^ th^ 
ihire is nofuch thing as tht ettmity of Hellurmints purcbafed 
him a wonderful repute among a great |)arty of men.^* — 
Alas, Sir, if this was a faft it is far otberwife in our day, for 
ihofe who n9w declare the fame thing purchaie thereby no- 
thing but contempt from the majority of profeffing men. 

If you infert the above, I will fend you a Piece contain- 
ing an Anecdote from Hiiloris to fhew the evil tendency 
cf MiHionaries preaching endlefs puniihment; and isk (he 
meantime, am ^ 

Your's, with due refpeS, 

J. H. PRXNCg, 
J^O. 8. Draki Street^ fled Lyon Squatty 
0th Die. 1198. 



MAHOMET AND JESUS CHRIST. 
To ibi Editor [of the VmverfaTifi' s MifuUany. 

SIR, 

THE ferious enquirer after truth, undetermined in his 
religious fentiments, would pay no fmall attention to 
Ihe lifi of a man prpfeffinj; hinzlelf a Prophet f<^t from GodL 

and 



. TP? NATUBALISt'4 MISCfiLANTr ' ♦Sfjt 
Sind (houU he find it diametrically opfk^Gte to thofe phin and 
irei|*^^dpntTprt^Cfples pf morality which the kind b^i^d^o^ 
nature lias (lamped on iHe1>reaft of every man— (vire he could 
iK>t conclude, that this; man was a prophet of God.-^Such a 

jffffjph^fv^sM^mjet.. Tb^att^rw^ mtfft it;l>flf- al- 

jiributed that fo|;i;^t'a patt pfiirtailkia4 havp Jklieved oh him ? 
That l>e has; fp maOy. foUo^cb in tiie;prefent ^y., m^y be 

Jjprqaily.ovfiftg/^Q lijs.preju'djcesof^eduieatiotv^and.it isnot 
on(5 in Turkey that men profeFs without examination tj)^ faith 
of their forefathers, ^hofe nations that firft profefled ^he Mah^- 
hiet^n faitli, were compelled to it, by fire and (word. Strange 

rargu litems to-co^ivince reafpnablt beings of the trpth of Retc- 

mm) . , .!■ ■■.'»■ .' '^ - ii:' .-.>.=; > ^ . : \ 

/Die cQntraft between Mal^pijijet. ^d Jcfus Chrift i^ finely 

^'ipAcd by.feiilSiopjjSh^^^^ " Gp'Vfayshc, "toyonr Na- 

Tf^til R^igiq^i Jay, before; h^r i^ahofnec^ and his diJfcipUf, 

jrjj,}^ i^ apmoflT Stt^jfUood, ^ in triumph over .the 

i^^^^JtlK^ui^d^^^ fword: Shew 

yS^r^rf^c cjticj? ,v?liich;hc fi?t in flames^ the cpun):ries wl^ch hp 

'^xaji^jj^g^.a^^ aa4> ^be miieraUbdiArefs of , all the In- 

.b^ifanis pf.tWeartib. ;; Whfjn fhe ,h#is viewed him in this 

fcene, carry ner to his retirement ; fhew her the pcophet!s 

.d[)4ml^^ hi^ cpncubines and wiy^ ; and Iqt.lier hear hin% 

alleqgfc reyektio^ j?i Divine coixioiifliori tejuftify his 

'ad^iltery ap4 luu. When me is ti^e4 with this pio^p^(^ theii 

JlKpwher die^i^lpfljedjefus, hijimble. and, me^k, doing good 

tq all the ions of n^en, Lejt her i(ee him in his molt, retired 

.^iv^cies; let fccr follow hin^ to tht n^ounl^ and hear hjs de- 

/vptijpns and fuppliicationsto God, Catty her tp hisf table. 

View bis poor tare, arid hear bis heavenly difcourie. , ^et.ber 

attend himto;t))]e, tribunak and confider tlie patience witb 

whuch he endureji tbc feoffs and reproaches ot his jenemics. 

.iCicad.her to bis crofs^ Jet bei: view him in the agony of deaths 

.'and 'b^r bis laft prayer ifor bis perfecutors ; /^^/i^rj/br^/'ytf 

theMfJ^r thpy know not what they cfc /-^Wben ^ Natural Re- 

-jifl^opjfltajOfb^ i? ^^ prophet 

of God?' B\it her apfwer we have ajrea^y had, .when ihe faw 

.gjfft;of this fcenc. through the eves of the Centurioft wJio at- 

tendeS at the cixjff, iBy him me fpoke, and faid. Truly this 

^tri^vja^ the f^tjkaj^ Gody ,', . . . > 

I triift many of ypur conftan|^ J^ad^rs as ^cXV as tpjrfelf, 
.will, admire the aaitnated matiper in w<*icb the goodJ3i(hpp 
^c^cribes our Lord,. , ' I remajn witl\ refpc^, Your's, 

0/^.14, 112%: \. : , ; '^ . coa 

'^ Voulh 3C • FUR^ 



^4 tHfi d*i tiiSALiST'i mis^MlIASt* 
#URtHER ACCOUNT OF JOHJ^ HENDERSOKT. , 

SIR, rr 

Obfetrlug iff jatit a irft NoMBel^dr^rpefiibMMiicenaAy, (artle 
acooiintof thecelebrMd Toba Hisitierfen, I hav^ et^ka^ 
toQred to coll^ (bMc.fftmdf j^krulan of that gt^eat maa, 
^ich*are at fofdt kf¥k6i if y&a^dMn tkbifl Wdfttiy df' i^feiw 
tfoo. " ' €>.♦ 

OA 16, 1798. 

HENt>ERSON, like many other grcSrtJ charfefeiS,- tetf 
his little peculiarities. The following ^markable^c^Rddi 
wis frequently obfdrVec! by hito beifok^ he ikit^M to fe^t^Eb :-r- 
Wt ufed to' drip himfelf haked a» k>W ^ thi^ #2tiift^ aiid ^iB% 
*hi^ iktibtt at a pdmp ntir )m fdorhs^ ikdU^ cdttplktAj 1ba& 
hh head and (h6 upi^f part of tm body t afi^^ich Uft IMiH 
fxmp over his ffiirt fo ai to tnake k ^ifkCAfii^ ini ^Wfiife 
kdttin thatcotiditionf, w6uld imriaeiBatidy^fcted.^ Thil We 
Jocularly tehned << an excellent col* MA/' TTjfe MS * pifMf 
rftis ceremony, hdwevir, he did not ^ra£Bfe Wth ftidl f^ 
qtiency as the fonjicr. i • , : 

Therd is greitteSfon to tbint that he hiatei-filly' hfjtttfeiia 
good natbr^cbnftitbftdfr by thd ca^iciburnds ^bf hh cM(^, 
aiid paffttuKlrly bf the bold ^nd ftian^ fc»^tk)cMiJl «rfi(cH Vc 

' was ^(bmedUB^alw^Vi nicking V^^^ %^ 

- to r^alteW Brgfc qii^nti«fcs of rioxk)Us'di^^^ ifM qbttHMt fe?; 
aHd irhatfcfei>ried v<^ ^^fW.fo^Hdodfiof o^ihi^(likbdf^ B^ 
'tnot^ reiifian^zir) as w^re 2)^htij fiifficiehl to fiUH ^^ttJI^ 
iheh tA di6 gravd. ' » 

His ixtt^rnal apt>eariftcte Wfe ai= flfi^r'iif tfii haftfts bf fife. 
Hi Wuld nciter fuflir R|s hah- to be ftWw^T iWft ^hife di^ 
• (to life his o*rh WpfcfRon) daubed w^tk^pbiirittlrfi, of dl^WAl 
by fli6 curling irohs of the frifeur, ThWilgH tutStT fvW> ^^M 
thJrty y^rs cf dge ot his d^hr, hfe walkiti «rli*n he^ ^pfeSWitt 
itt ^uHic, w«h as ftiuch appaftml catitfeiit adcf fe^feiiiMty^JJ^^ 
tie had be^n ttife^YeS by the cb-6pfei^atibfl of %e aftdltfcJtfe. 

Hii fedi'nihg wis tftiljr Sfto^ifliirtg ; fcarcc^ ii bOcAt; hd#- 
tvei^ obf^ire, could be mthtidned, but he c^bf^ give ffattie'^rf- 
qountof it; nor any fubjeft ftartedj brt fee Dt^ld fctigiai^ih, 
tha'difcfifilotKiftt. 'H*1U:iv^itdM{y4rtdeitfeiffiVeli^^ 

Jamili^f to him. He d<ill|lifea inuch in parkaWeii aiid ft}i h^- 
timaie acquaintance witl> fhe ichoolmen bibo{;bt Intn Much 

^ iato 



kifO j^he J^abit of difputatiop. At pne |iDac l^e w^ profou^dT 
fy plunged iii tl;\e lja<^y (jf the uyrifings of ^hc illuaiin^d fekCcJ) 
penrpep. apd he the^ J^r^d afterwards w^rin]y vipdicatoft thtf 
lyljkem "(if fyftenj, it pay he caHed), of tb::^ WQAcJcrful man^-r?* 
His radical kiioyrlj^dge was alio remarkable, though he w^ nqt 
i^^ematift. Many fviiprUing cures, accomplished by a^Cja^j 
f^his prefcrjptioiiiS^ PSJg'ft be produced > one upoq a vcxy jo^r 

Senious and valuable yp.\lXh in the ueighbqurbqod of Taontop, 
^.eiferves notice, as the patjent had bee^ ip an alai;ming dccl/^ 
Jfor the long fpace.of four year$, and fe^gdjuft verging io riip 
%on/e {tpffointed/or' h(i living* Mr. I^pderfon attended hif|| 
jp^i'th the ^tmoft aflidi^lty ai)d liendcr^s, an^ favv, at 1$^, hi^ 
Mti^n| in a fiate of pecfedk health. The beneyolent mj^ \^ 
Ifien a prefentiioent of ;ha^p:^n apprp^c^ins cban^, aad adr 
ilreffed hipifelf to his yov^jg ifriewj to ^|iis e^^ : " My youqg 
and beloved friend, your.,curc, in all huqftjui proJ^^^biiity, is p<»ir 
certain, and you will live, but I fhaH d|e. jKeoaegaber, toCbp 
pious is to be happy ; to oe fpl^r |s .^o live |qng; and \o ^acr 
tife the moral virtues is to become ^eat.'*r~Mr. Henderfon 
died a few months after. His connexions with the Metho- 
difo coatinued till the laftr The'Iate vener^fe^md truly gpeat 
John Wefley had a^very great xegard forJjim. The father o€ 
M^.iHf was for ;fome tiine one pf Mr. Wolky's Idinera^ 
^reache^rs in Ireland, from whence he -c^xie pv^r to BriftoJ, 
;and foon after fettled ,ft F^anhaip, a village , about four mUcis 
ftw) that city, where he fet pp a very refpc<9ial^le botardingr 
/chpol for the inftruiiion of youth, in xlaffical learning; A 
jfcw years previous to his dealh., he l^ifc.pff keeping (chooly 
and opened his houfe for the reception of inftne pcrfom. The 
,4eatb of his favourite and only child W<J^ ^ ^P and Jaftio^ 
impreflion on him, and fo ftrongly was he ^ffecjted by his lofs, 
Jhat he caufed the ccxrpfe to be taken up again /ome days after 
Jtb^iinterment, to be fatis^d whether he w^s re^Uy liead^-r 
The following is ta^en from^he fermon that W^ preached bf 
^us/iiend Mr. Agptter, and referred to in your former accotu^ 
^rf^r. Henderfon: " When we <r^iider the ftrength of hi$ 
jBind^ the variety of his know4edge, ^nd the exeelknaos pf hi? 
jfoui, we may juftiy declare ^that he >vas a trvily.gr^at char^o- 
(tejr, and an original genius. The partiality of [friendftip mtuft 
^iye place to the facrednefs of truth ; and J do not mean to do- 
^rit)e him as a perfe<a man : ,his friends lamented his failing?* 
y^nd he himfeJf fincerely repented of them.- The God erf Hea^ 
yen does not require more of his fallen creatures ; and kt us 
i;tj3^%mh^x mt fihM^aftrm^ $o mari all th^t is dm^ ami/s^ fecmg 
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Vrc hate much caofe for (haitjb and repentance. He was' a 
meejc fuflFerer through this worlA of" niifef y ; a fiiicere an^ 
contrite penitent for time mifpent and talent^ miiJjpplied; aii 
humbit believer in Ghrift his Saviour; I fiw hira m his^fait 
fuflferinijs; I heard his laft words; he languished under «• 
trcmc weaknefs ; he laboured under moft grievous pains. Ifc 
iRras wonderfully patfent and refigned ; for he knew, in whom %^ 
Mievedy and his hope wasfu/l $f tmmoirtality. He prayed with 
tincommon forvour to his good (Jod, even to Jefus Chrift; lii 
Whom all his hopes were placed ; and ** without whornV'Tays 
he, f* ]Hcaven Would be no Heaven to mb/' Death was- the 
Wi{hed-for meflcngcr whom he eameftly expedled. Three 
days before that awful event, his iJuIfe ceafed to beat, and th^ 
jight of his eyes went /r^m Aim— the laft ftfuggle^is pverj the 
Uttn^ne/s of ifeath is paft. There was an huttible dignity an4 
hmr of trial worthy the ni^an and^Chrmianl 



compofui-e in that hmr of trial worthy l 
Let me die the death of tl 
jnore properly my hereafter) 



Let me ' die the death of the righUous^ and let my laft end (of 
ybcltkehis^ • ' ' ' 



REMARKABLE THOUGHTS ON REPROBATION, 
BY WM. LAW, M. A. 

SO blind is opinion^zeal, that fomegood pallors will not 
fcruple Xo tell you, they could find no joy in their own 
ilate, no ftrength, or comfort in their laboufi of love toward^ 
^their flocks j but, becaufe they know, and are affured jfroiti 
5t. Pauly that God never had, nor ever will have mercy on ail 
fff/», but that an unknown multitude of them, are through alt 
ages of the world, inevitably decreed by God to an eternal hxiy 
and damnation of hell, and an unknown number of others to 
an irrefiftable falvation. 

Wonder not th^n, if the in^uifttion has its pious defenders ; 
for inquifitbn, cruelty, hay, even barbarity, that muft havp, 
an end, is mere mercy, if comfiared with this dodlfine. An4 
to be in love with it, to draw fw'eet comfort from it, and wifh 
it God fpeed, is'a love that abfotutely forbids tKe loving oul 
neighbour as ouffelvesVahd makes the wifh that all men tanighl 
be taved, no kfs than a rebelHoh againft God. It is love wit6 
which the curfed hater of all men would willingly unite an! 
take conifort ; for could he know from St. FauU tnat naillions 
and millions of mankind, are created and doomed* to be his 
eternal flaves ; he might be as content wiA this doctrine, 2^ 
foii>e good preachers at^, and ceafc goiing about as a rodnring Sor^ 
feck.K^whTm he may demur; as knowmg "^hat liis kirtgdodrf, 
*itas lb fufficiently provided for, without any labours of hisownC 

• • ' Ohr 
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p)i ! the fwectncfi of Go^'s ele£lion ! crie? out the ravi(he4 
preacher I Oh! the XwcttncCsof GocTs Reprobation! might 
She helli% ^atari well fay, could he believe that God had 
xnade biiri a free gifi of fuch myriads and myriads of men of 
jdj iVatio^, tongues and Unguageji, from the beginning toi thp 
end of the world, and referved fo fmall a number for himfelf. , 

What a complaint and condemnation 13 there ii>ade in 
Scfipture of thofc who facrificed their fpns aijd daughtecs.unto 
Pcvils ? And yet, this j^probation doftriac reprelpnts God a$ 
lacrificing myriad; of his own frreatiir^ made iq bis ow9 
Image to an evcrhfting belt '. . 

TTheir is not an abfurdi^y of beathenifj^ f^Jth and religion^ 
but what is lefs (hocking than this do^rine, and yet fo blindlj 
are fome zealous do6lors of the Gofpel bigptted to it, as to fct 
^t foirth as the glorious manifqftation of the Supreme fove^eigr^ 
bf'God. * 

LaVv's Letters, Letter IlL ; 



f 



PHILOSOPHICAL QUERIES CONCEi^NING 
LIGHT. : ^ ; 

DEAR Sim, 

I BEG leave to pfFer you a few remarks on a piece of yonis 
on Light, inferted in jtlie Mifcellany, page 2^4^ and jfboubl 
ieel myfelr happy if what appear to me to< be very great objecr 
i^ons to your ftatement^^of Uic fubjeft cou|d be removed put qif 
fi^ way. ' ■ \' \ 

Every onjs w^o pays aqy attention totfic Scriptures, con- 
^der them as given \q teach man his dutyj and the way to be 
h^ppy. They are therefore accommodated to the weaknefs, 
and even to the prejudices of mankind. Is it poflible then^ 

{b^t tbfir authenticity can be leflcned by any argument 
wrought from the field' of natutal pbilofophy ? God has fprcad 
Ibefore us jhe large volume of nature, that by the cxercifc cf 
our reafon, wc might i^ al)le in fome meafure, tp difcovcr her 
Ijidden fprings, and jhof? laws the grjBat Creator has eftahlifti* 
cd ; And confidering no fyftem of natural pbilofopl^y as di- 
yinq, is it to be wondered the Scripture fbould fpeak in, what 
we deem, an unphiloifophical language ? Thus we read of the 
^\y\ rif^ng, goiiig cjqwn, rejoicing as a ftrong mah to run his 
jrace, &c. &c. A^en thought upon th^fe fubjefts then, as 
jpeople in common do now, that the earth was, the largeft body 
in nature, that the fun and ajl the celeftial iumiparies moved 
yound it as their proper jqentre. . The Scripture meets men 
upop their own gVound, and 'talks* with them in their own 
language ; and though perhaps this notion of the univerfe is 
' - - ■ ; ' ^ ■■ ,- • • ' fully 



fuI)y.eipIoded upon n^re ration^ principles^ yet aS^rqDQR^ffifS' 
Hill ofe n^oft of the terms, to accommodate t^ieipfelyes .to the 
ynkids of the uninformed. 

May we not fuppofe the Mofaic accoubt oif the creationj^ at 
referring rather to an embelliihing, beautifying, and foriiiii?g 
^oordor and fymmetry, than to the production of this eijirtft 
out of nothing ? And that the account refers only to Jth& 
globe we inhabit? The. light njenti^ncd qn the firft day^ 
%rike$ mcas if it were fome rajs of the fun, which, by ro^b 
Vapours being chafe4'fit)m the lurfade qf the chaotic maji, cf 
«artfi, water and ftul air, by the wind of God, die atiitiolC- 
phere became capable of refraflirtg '^^ ^ partial way ; .and 
ibight probably be fomcwbat like o\ir twilight;, or the fight wc 
tave in a thic'kfc^gy d^y. I aop inclined to think thcfuii 
^sin exiftencc'^one before; of this opinion alfo wasWhi^ 
ton, who rende«3 the paflage, *♦ And God ha¥ing nude ^wo 
great lights^ and hayiqeiQade tbp ftars alfo, God fet them in 
the firmament, &c/' This informs us, that he who made the 
Ae earth was alfp tbp m^kcr of the Sun wd ^p 5<^4. U ai>- 
pears by Gen. i. 17, the l^hts ^nentiohed 'were to give light 
to the earthy not motion to tight. 

I think thofe are deferving the nzmex>{daiHers ^tk(/^ 
j|iiAM>'take upon them to ridtcwle Mofes for Us Pfulofop^, 
tthe real rMlofopher knows the Creator has pot revc^terf 
imy fyfteto of Philofophv, .but in the W(m*:s of liis hatid,; 
'tiiat the whole fyfteni of the world was to fpeak <)n^ la|[- 
guage, tp inform all intelligences, there is one Gob. , .He 
l«ilt (ttfo admit, that Mpfes had not the opportdtv qf 
sria&^in^ thofe difcoveries in Naturaj Phtl ofophy the moaert^ 
Iiave, who have invented theineatw leading to fqch difewe-^ 
^ApBy ilich as opdcal itiijTuinents, ice. 
^ The doftrine of l%ht was n«K^ Qontrov.ertcd bc^twee^i 
the Cartefislns aad the Newtoniws. 'TheG^tb^an hjpo^ 
tfaefis appears ingtoious, but it is fiippofed Oefcartes was 
liot awave of the confequenees of his own fyftem ; for if 
ii0at be univerfalljr-diffiifcd tlirough ^ace, what is the rea- 
son me 4o not enjoy it in libe nighty as well as the ^7, fince 
the great e^iter does n<H e^afe to slA upon tiie fuppofe4 

friid? • • ^ •; 

ilf ^ finall hole^were cut to a^it the light into a datk^ 
aned room) why fhould liot its prediire upon^e globule^ 
i^ieuBt to the apertpre, and thofe upon the globules^ next t# 
Ibem, put the •whole ma& (ufficiently in inptipi^ to itlumi* 
nsAi^ im^^airhoie jH)Qm -equally ? Ao^^by woyAd siot fome- 

thinp 
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Vtifp& hiMt^ ig;mted bodies put it in motioiii f# a^ to ttutok 
tfaridk^ tiilncccflary? 

If flie Cartefiin: hypothefis be true, how are vt^ t»^9Ci 
cbaitt (ot the fepiritiott, or extciriion oF the rstys by meitH 
6f a prilhr-^aird would it not cofnpletely fet afide alt*^* 
nions formed upon faft, refulting from experiment Qj^ 
the #^ of light, its progrefe, velocity, &c. ? 
, How is the analogy between light and found to be fbpi 
|K)rted, Unce if is certainly found that the motion of fouM 16 
Citcdldr, and that light always proceeds in a re£tilifi^p iVian^ 
net; for you cannot get a ray to pafs tlirough a bended 
fubt, tnudl lefs throtigh a circular one, ot one refemb^ng 
a Frtnth hc/rn? you fay "found cannot btfprodi^etfii 
l^actfOr,^ txoxr; but light Will exift in vacuo, Ej^auft th^ 
Air out of l^ldfe jir, youptoduce a ^cuum, but it will be a* 
ltg:ft t^^s it *a^ beforbl Exhauft the ait from ati earthen Jan 
ktii will thie fame confequence foltow? Make a hol^ 
through the earthen jsl/, and place it dfreSly in^ Ihe Stitt'4 
np9 16 as to admit thenr through the hole, will the whole 
bcilluthhiated? I think not. 

Caa light be produced by ele£fcricity when the fire is not 
in a proj^eftile ftate ? and will it then aa in a redilianear, or, 
,circdlAr'd<fc£tloh? 

Why Ihould it be thought fo great an abfurdity to fbp- 
pofe the Sun the fountain of light to this, fyftem ? .mkt is. 
Ihef^ not a greater abfordity on the other fide of tiM 
qiddlipn'? 

^ Is not .Udit foond by ejtper^mcnt to move uniformly at 
the fate of l1pi00Q,iiail©s in a lecond^itnd that whether 
^ /dimft or refle£ted^ the angle of incidence and the angle erf" 
reflcftion being always p^ual ? 

./They maft be ^children indeed who would weep for tear 
the Sun fhould be exjbaofted, fince phHofophers tell Us they 
have, found by^'experiments made to afcertain the Weigfet of 
tiie Sun's rays ValBn^ upon a given furface, ih a givtn time j 
the quantity emitted m 6000 years would ftiovten the Suh*^ 
Idiameter ten fdet: if his body be no blggfcr th^n we fofp- 
pofe, and admitting Jt be ridiculous to fuppofe he may be 
iupplied fome how or other to make up this deficiency, it 
would ftill be but a //«^fr/;2> confumptfon. 

Hfow fo fmall a body as a'fcanfdle can Hil a lai^fe ri^m, 

With its beams, h^s furprized many ; but ifwt admit the 

. Ijxtfeteilfe rarity of light, aAd on account of its vielocity ,th<J 

/^ktiides tnay be at leaft lOOO roil^s afem^rv our wonder 

X)n that he^d, in fotue ineifut^ ^^(^s. J^ we confider hoxr 

ions 
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long, it takes for tlie beams from an ignited body ta resrd^ 
the eye of a perfon Handing 24 miles off, we Ihall find ii 
to he an imperceptible point of time indeed, rrij^ of a 
fecond only; ana if w^ can admit the fore-mentioitad d|C- 
tance of the particles, it will not require futh a grea^ 
quantity of matter to fill the faid fpace. ■ , 

Would it not be as cbmlllent to fuppofe that odour is a 

fluid equally diftributed through nature, if not how is it 

. pofiible that what emanates from a grain of mufk, &c, 

ihould be able to fill fo large a fpace without any apparent 

diminution of its quantity ? 

I confefs I fee no difficulty even in reconciling the piC- 
fege in Gencfis i. and 3, with the principles of true Philo- 
fophy, but on account of th^ above, I cannot admit the 
,Cartefian hypothefis; I Ihall be obliged to you or any o^ 
the Correfnondents of your ufeful Mifcellany fiir any fur- 
tber remarks upon the lubjeA, and hope they will be ai 
fr^e with me as I have been with you. 

And am Your's, fincerely, 
PHILOAJAm 



OATHS UNLAWFUL, IN A CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. 
Mr. Editor, 

WAS I not fblly convinced of the patience and eandotit 
of your worthy and ingenious Correfpondent who 
wrote on the fubjcdl or Oaths in your laft, (fee f^tgc 337)> 
I (hould not have prefumed to make the following free ob* 
fervations on ado&rine in which (what is called) the Chrfr->> 
tijjn world are fo much divided. Indeed, what gives me the 
greateft pain is, that I have to engage with one who has en- 
tered fo very minutely and fcrinturatly into the defigns of 
ele£Uon, and the true import of the divine fovereignty, for 
which he is juftly entitled to the thanks of every lover of the 
truth, and, therefore, (hall only apologize for my remarks^ 
from the encouragement given by the poet. 

<« Fetr dot th© anger of the wife to raifc, 

•« They beft can bear reproof «rbo merit prai/e*'' 

. But to the fubjeft. The author has appeared to bring 
forward every argument that can be brought, in attempting 
to prove, ** a ftrift prohibition of all oaths,*' We will con- 
iider them in their order. He firft introduces the people 
called ^uakers^ a very refpedable body of men, as an ex* 

ample 
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aniple in their refufing to fwear in any cafe whatever. This 
example ought to have its proper weight ; but it will be no- 
ceifariMo attend to that which ought and muft decide the 
controverfy with all who fear God, and fuhmit to his autho- 
rity ; which is,, whether or no " the following pajfages' appear 
to contain aflrict prohibition of all oaths ^ Mat. v. 33 — 7. 
** Again, ye have heard that it hath been faid by them of old 
time, Thou (halt not forfvvear thyfelf, but flialt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths: but I fay unto you, fwear not at all : 
neither by Heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor by the earth, 
for it is his footftool ; neither by Jerufalem, for it is the city 
of the Gceat King. Neither (halt thou fwear by thy head, 
becaufe thou canfl: not make one hair white or black. But 
let your dommunication be, yea^ yea ; nay, nay : for what- 
foever is more than thefe cometh of evil.** James v. .12. 
** ,But above all things, my brethren, fwear not, neither by 
Heaven, neither by 4he earth, neither by any other oath ; 
but let your yea be yea, and your nay nay, left ye fall into 
condemnation." He then proceeds to aflc, *^ Do not the 
above paifages, in the moft plain and pofitive manner^ forbid 
the ufe of oaths?*' 1 anfwer, by no means, except amongft 
fiich whofe confidence in each other muft rieceffarily render 
all oaths not only ufelefs, but as proceeding from an evil dif- 
pohtion in that brother in a Chriftiati Church, who is not fa- 
tisfied with the fimple yes, or no, from one who is in fellow- 
Ihip with him, and, according to the apoftle James, is in dan- 
ger of falling into condemnation, or of being condemned 
with the woiTd, according to Paul, by imbibing their fpirit- 
Refpe6ting uhat our Lord has given as the reafon for his 
prohibiting the ufe of oaths amongft fuch as are walking in 
the truth with each other, *' Whatever is more than yes, or 
no, cometh of evil ;" can have no reference to any other in- 
dividual; but the man y^\\o wants a further afiTurance from his 
, , brother than his bare word, therefore requires him to appeal 
*' to God, the fearcher of hearts, to witnefs the truth of what 
he affirms /* and this fufpicion, or want of confidence, in a 
Chriftian Church, is by no means to be indulged or fulFered 
. -whenever it appears ; which, no doubt, according to our Lord^ 
<* is from the evil one,'* (ek tou ponerou efiin). If this is not 
a true ftatement of our Lord's and James*s meaning, yotrr 
worthy Correfpondent will find himfelf prefTed with the moft 
infuperable difficulties refpedijig the harmony of the Old and 
New. Teftaiiient^ wh[ch is totally deftroyed, and altogether in 
opposition to his authority, who alone is the law-giver and 
, _V*L.ll. 3D ^ head 
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head of the Church, who charged his diTciples not to thinlb 
that he came to deltroy the law and the proph^s, but to fulfil. 
Lct a few inftances fuffice, out of multitudes, that might be 
brought as the abfolute comtnandof God to them who fear his 
name, to fwear by him. Deut, vi. 13. " Thou (halt ^ear the 
Lord thy God, and fhalt fwear by his name,** x. 20'. ** Thou 
ihalt fear the Lord thy G<Kf, him ihah thou ferVe, and to 
him (halt thou cleave and fwearby his name." Pfal. Ixiii. 11- 
** But the king (hall rejoice in God, every one that fweareth^ 
by him Ihall (exert himfelf to difplay his) glory." Jer- ir. 
2. " And thou Ihalt fwear the Lord liveth in truth, in judg- 
ment, and in righteoufnefs, &c." Pfal. xv. i — 4. /* Lord, 
-who (hall abide in thy labeYnacIe? who (haH dwelt in thy 
holy hill ? — he tha^ fweareth to his own hurt, and changeth 
not." Gen. xxi. 23—4. •* And Abimelech fpake unto Abra- 
ham, faying, Now, therefore, fwear unto me here by God, . 
that thou wilt not deal falfely with me, &c. — And Abraham 
faid, 1 will fwear." Gen. xxvi. 3. And Abraham faid unto- 
his eldeft fervant — ** 1 will make"^ee fwearby the Lord, 
the God of Heaven, and the God of the earth— and the fer- 
vant fware to him." Gen. xxv. 33- <* And Jacob faid (unto 
Efau.}, fwear to me this day; and he fware unto him.**' Gen. 
xlvii. 3. (And Jacob faid to his fon Jofeph), ** Swear uhto 
me ; and he fware unto him, &c." Now, if an oath is call- 
ing God to witnefs to an affirmation, let us attend to the ex- 
ample of .the apodle Paul, Gal. i, 20 " Now, the things 
which I write to you, behold, before God, I lie hot.'* Rom. 
1.^9. " For God is my witnefs, &c." chan. ix. i. ** I fay the 
twith in Chrift, I lie not; my conference alfo1)earing nae 
witnefs in the Holy Ghofh" 2 Cor. xr. 31. '* The God and 
Fatheirof our Lord Jefus Chrirt, which is bleffed for ever- 
mofc, knoweth thai 1 lie not, &e." If any one (hoiitdalk. 
Why the apoftle, when writing to the Churches, (hould make 
thefe folemn appeals to God, amongft whom his yea, and nay, 
ought to have been fufficient r I anrvver. being anambaffador 
for Chrift, his credentials vyere interefiing to the whole hu- 
man race, confeqtiently there were many then unfatlsfied 
" with his bare affertion as there are now who want a further 
alfurance.than only a mere^ declaration. As to the objeftion, 
that " Th^ lawfulnefs of oaths under the Jewi(h oeconomy 
-will not render them lawful under the Chriftian oeconomy, 
/unlefsthey be authorized in the New Teftament, for Chrift 
is a Complete legiflator, and the priefthood being changed, 
there is made.oJ neceiiity a change alfo of the law^ Heb. vii. 
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1 2.") It muft appear, if duly conddered, altogether ground* 
lets ; for furely the change here fpoken of by the apoiUe 
could never be meant a change from wrong'to right, but from 
(hadow to fu^ftance, from letter to fpirii, from type to anti- 
type, from the priefthood that was made without an oath, &c. 
to the gre;at high pried of the Chrvftian profeffion with an oath. 
Therefore in the fcrmon on the mount \ye may plainly per- 
ceive that Chrift, the complete legiilator, pointed out the great 
. change or dillblution of the earthly kingdom to the reception 
of that kingdom which can never be moved, where the fub- 
j efts are del'cribed according to prophecy, Jer. xxxii. 39. — 
** They (hall be my people, and I will be their God -, and I 
•will give them one heart,^ and one way, that they may fear 
me, «c." Fulfilled, Acts iv. 32. and ix. 31. " And the mul- 
titude of them that believed, were of one heart, and of one 
foul. — I'hcn had the churches reft, and were edified, walk- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, were multiplied." Therefore our 
Lord in fetting forth the laws, and ordinaiKes of his king- 
dom which he w^s ^ben going to enforce by his own autho- 
lity, takes occafion at the fame time, to diltinguilh the laws 
which Mofes commanded, as abfolutely neceffary in the na- 
tional Church to be fubmitted to ; for inftance, by the com- 
tnand of Mofes it was faid, Exod. xx. 13. " Thou (halt not 
kill." But ourLoi;d declares, that in his kingdom, hatred to 
SL brother will expofe fuch who are guilty thereof (without 
repentance) to a much forcr punilhment than dying without 
mercy under the Jewifti law. He fays again that adul- 
tery was prohibited by the divine command, Exod. xx, 14^ 
But in his churches they all (hould know that he feaccheth 
the reins and hearts, therefore explains that law as reaching 
to the thoughts of the heart, (Manh. v. 28.J which Paul 
confeffes that before he was a member of Chriit's Church he 
•was perfeftly ignorant of, and till then, even did not fo much 
as know what lin was. Rom. vii. 9. In the national Church 
a man might releafe his wife from the marriage contraft by . 
a written difcharge, (Deut. xxiv. i. 2.) but our Lord informs 
his difciples, (that as all his fubjects were under the ftrideft 
obligation to love their v(ives and not to he bitter againft - 
them), no wife was to be put away by any of his fubjefts ex^ 
cept for the caufe of fornication, and whoever married fuch 
a woman would be under the guilt of adultery,. And to 
prove that he perfeftly acquiefced with every law which 
Mofes gave by divine authority, he informs fi^ch as attempted 
10 make it appear that he ai]pd Mofes were at variance with 

3 D 2 each 
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each Other, that at the beginning God made them male and. 
female. For this caufe ihall a man leaVe his father and mo- 
ther, cleave to his wife, and they twain (hall be one flclh : 
fo then they are no more twain but one fle(h, &c. TherQ- 
fore the import of Mofcs's command was not to diffolye the 
marriage contrad, but only to pronounce that bond broken 
cither by fornication or cruel ui'age. In the law of Mofes 
the magiftrates were commanded (Deut. xix. 18—21.) 
V Not to pity» but life (hall go for lifc, eye far eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.*' But Chriii charged ^Vii^ 
lubjefls not to refill evil, but to rejoice that they are accounted 
worthy to fuflPer fhame for his name. In the law it was com- 
manded in Lev. xix. 18. *• Thou fhalt love thy neighbopr 
asthyfelf" But as to enemies Deut. vii. a. «* When the Lor4 
thy God fliall deliver them before thee, thou flialt (mite thenci, 
and utterly deltroy them, thou (halt make no covenant witK 
Ihcm, nor (hew mercy ulito them." But in the brotherhood 
chofen out of the world, the Great Head of it charges them 
to love their enemies, to blefs fuch that curfe ihem, and tQ 
do good to thofe that hate them, and pray for them^whiqh 
defpitefully ufe them and perfecute them, that they might 
manifeft whofe fubjedls they were, even the children of their 
Father who is in Heaven : for he makeih his fun to rife on 
the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft and Qtt 
th0 unjuft, &c. Upon the whole, as I kno\y not what reply 
niay be made to thefe obfervations, I would recommend the 
objcftors carefully to attend to Paul's epifilc to Timothy, 
and particularly to his 2. Epif. ii» 14. — ** That theyjlrlve not 
about' words to no pYojit but to the fubverting of the hearerSy'' 
(which they will do moft effcftually if they introduce God's 
law as commanding, and our Lord Jefus Chrift forbidding the 
fame things,) but ftudy to (hew themfelves approved unto pod 
workmen that need not be alhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. In Paul's account of an oath, we muft take 
it as -what is calculated to put an ,end to ftrife, by a more 
fatisfa£^ory evidence than a fimple affirmation which is con- 
troverted, where he fays, Heb. vi. 13. For when God made 
a promife to Abraham, becaufe he could fwear by no greater, 
he fw^re by him(elf. (Gen. xxii. 16. 17.) For men verily 
fwear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all ftrife (or contradidion,) wherdn God, willing 
moi*e abundantly to (hew unto the heirs of promife the im- 
mutability of' his counfel, confirmed it by an oath. There- 
fore oaths in all ages have been unlverfally admitted a^ tb^ . 
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mod perfe&ly complete, and tatlsfmStoty evidence that pof- 
iibly caa be given to them who are doubtful. of a perk>n*5 
bare word or promife, confequently, when any individual 
doubts my veracity, who is not in Chriftian fellowfhipy I have* 
no objection to, follow the fame example as I have before 
mentioned, in appealing to God for the truth of what 1 aflTert. 
jBut in a Church of Chrift, if any one (hould require me to 
fwear to what I have been fimply declaring to be the truth, I 
^i^culd ibarply rebuke him as one wanting me to break Chrift*^ 
commands, and I Ihould like wife ftate an oiFence againft him 
for hh fufpicion, or want of confidence in me, and purufe it 
in conformity to the xviii. chapter of Matthew, and 15. i6« 
▼erfes. In full expedation of that happy period, when per- 
feft confidence will be exprcft by all rational intelligences to- 
wards each other, as well as unrefervcd fubmiffion to the name 
of Jefus, according to that oath which has removed all my 
doubts. (Ifaiahxlv. 22. 23. 24. 25. and Phillip, ii. 9. and 
10.) I reinain your Correfpondent's well wi(her, ahd likc- 
y/ik your Friend, for the Truth's fake. 

JOHN CUE. 



ON TPE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 

CINMERS i-ejoice! and hail the happy morn, 
^ On which your great Reftorer Chrift was born. 
Conceived in a Virgin pifre, a bieifed maid^ 
Born in a (table, and in a manger laid. 
No pompous train attend his humble birth. 
Of Courtieis from each quarter of the eanh. 
Alas ! they ftiut their eyes, God (hut them too. 
And made poor (hepherds his great glory know 1 
declared to them, by Seraphs from on high, 
Chri(l'8 peaceful reign, and glorious mJijefty. 
* Goodwill to Men,' tUt^y fuog, at Jefus'^ birth. 
And welcomM thus, the Saviour tlN he earth. 
The eaftem (lar at God's command flood ftiU, 
And wifemen found .wh»-re Chriit their King di4 dwell j 
Who left his bright aboHe in pai'adife, ^ 

Toranfom us from our enormous vice : J. 

Although his precious blood (hould be the price. JT 

Dec. 3. 179^ W^S. 

THE NAUTIC CONVERT. 

LANDED on (hore to fpend fome icifur« days. 
Far from hi* (hip, a vet* ran failor (Trays j 
In grog and wonoeaity bis chief delight. 
As pne by day, t(i« other chsurmM by night s 

?ortft(^yi'l 
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Pdrtfmouth's lewd Point* bore witnefs of his feme. 

And Romes^&f roof rtfounded with his name , 

Tir'd of fuch vulgar places, he'prepares ^ 

To bend his way wheic London fpreads its fnares i 

So there arrivM— his heart with tranfport bounds. 

Of Covcnt Garden now he beat* the rounds j 

Heie harlutft tetnpt him with fi£Vitbu» chirnu. 

And ieize the wiliing vi^im in their arms. 

Falfe plcafurc forms the fwcet deftru£live ring. 

And to enchant him flattVing lyiens ling. 

In Diury's hundreds now the tar is feen. 

He honoage pays, sgod Venus is hi^ queen ; 

Subdu'd by Craft's low cunning, and-delufive fpells. 

He treats his wanton fair to Bagnigge Wells j / 

Or at the Dog and Duck rewards her ibiiles, 

A* grog iniiames, and treachery beguiles ; 

Oft too he wanders o'er St,. George's Fields 

To t^e the liruit promifcuous pleafure yields* 
It chancM one day, from grog and harlots i'rttp 

Some noble edifice he wifh'd to fee j 

A hackney coach conveys him to St. PauPs, 

He views with wonder its afpiring walls ; 

Surveys its vaft circumference with furpri/.e, 
. iH lofty dome attracts his wondVing eyes 

Urg*d by' the cravings of a curious mind. 

He tries what wonders he within can find j 

The deep-ton'd organ here falutes his ears, 

Religious awe awakens all his^fears j 

In graceful dignity hereraisM on high 

The folemn LcA*rer caught the failor's eye j 

Arous'd from Folly's trance, with filent dread, 
' He heard attentive what the Preacher (aid j 

«* Pray nmtbout ceafinf^ haply was the text ; 

5*he iailor'^b bofom confcious guilt perplex'd 5 
onvielion feem'd awhile to fting his mind, 
But foon he gave all fonows to the wind ; 
The feeds of virtue foon were blown awaj', 
And pleafure wooM him, and his heart was gay j 
He foon forgot the PiTtajcher and St. Paul's, 
/Vndall the truths he heard within its walls. 
His money fpent — the tar embarks again 
To toil for more upon the dang'rous main 5 
Eas^d of his cafh, q,uite ealy was his mind. 
His only wifli was for a profpVpus wind } 
Soon t6 his wifh the wind aufpicious blew. 
And far from Ihore the buoyant vcflel flew 5 
There ftorms might threaten, and huge waves arilc, 
He fcar'd not ocean, nor prefaging fkicst 
There winds might rage, and the dread tempeft r.oar, 
Give him but iea>room, he deGr'd no mbre-^ 
liver attentive to the boatfwain's call, 

Hii daring foul no dangers could appall x 

% 

♦ At Portfmouth Point, the back of which is folely inhabited and frc- 
^vented Ixy the the votaries of Bapchtis and the Cyprian Goddefs. 
f A tavern U Gofport, formerly noted for Icenes of riot and debauchery. 
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Qe niinbljr climbM whenever his duty 1H» 
Up the loofe cordage to the topmalV head i 
And oft high ftation^d on the giddy maft. 
He bore the fury of the nide ft biaft i 
Oft on the yard projeAing o'er the wave. 
The direful rage of elements he'd brafes 
He'd reef the flott'ring fail, contrad its pow^r. 
Nor danger fear'd in fjtc*s fevcret hour. 
He fought courageous in his country^s wars. 
Alike tu him if Neptune frown'd or Mars— 
The thundVing gtm, the horrors of the fight. 
His boibm fwelPd wth exquifite delight i 
Regardlefs he where flew the fateiwing'd ball, 
Unmov*d heM view the wounded fliipmate fall i 
Carelefs of life, and prodieal of breath, 
UomovM heM bear the mourn ftil i^roan of death i 
And if lie carM for friend or meiTinate (lain, 
A cann of grog would drown th:it care attain— 
Yfct not confin'd to Britain's genVal caule. 
In other fights he otten won applaufe ; 
His hardy front was niark*d with many a (car. 
Which valour gJiin'd him in ignoble war — ^ 

, Oft in the ring form'd by the noify croud. 
His manly prowefs was by all allowM ; 
And oft on board, when fierce difputes arofe. 
And angry words pro<iuc'd more angry blows. 
With trowfcrs naiPd,* contending bread to bre^ft. 
Him and his meifmate ftrode their mutual cheft : 
There neither foe gave way howe'cr afTaiPd, 
'Till force o'er reafon, and o'er right prevail'd. 
And thus, on fcore, on board, in many a fray. 
He undifputed bore the palm away. 
A heart fo llout, could Mortal pow'r fubdue ? 
Anfwer, ye fceptics— I appeal to you— 
A heart fo i udc, could nu>rtal pow'r refine. 
Or ought reclaim it but the hand divine ? 
Konc— none but God the fequel here will (hew, 
Could this hard heart of adamant fubdue. 

Sev'n times had hoary Winter pafs'd away. 
And cheerful Spring retuvn'd, and Summer gay, 
Shice our bold tar had heard the Preacher's text. 
Had felt a confcience tender, mind perplf x\'~ 
Unchang'd his heart— ^on vice, on error bent. 
Still unimprov'd each changing (i:afon went ^ 
On board, the fmutty tale, indecent fong. 
His moments wafte, and charm his hours along ^ 
On (hore, fiill groifeO^ pleafures fuit his mind. 
To riot prone — debauchery inclin'd. 

[ To be continued, ] 

• It is a common pra£Uce when two failors fight on board (hip, for the 
combatants to fet fronting each other aftride a chelt, to the cover of which 
^bcir trowfers are frequently nailed, that neither cf them may elude the 
blows of hi* advtrfary, nor give out tllj fairly beaten. 
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No*vember 28. 
, f^raiE laft accounts from America, 
•*- reprdent the cities of New- 
York and Pbiladelpihia, as having 
been In the moft dreadful ikuationon 
account, of the Yellow Fever, its ra- 
vages have been dreadful. In the 
former city, notwithftanding, fbur- 
liftht oC the inhat)itanrs bad left it, 
70 perfons have lattrriy died on each 
day. Conriiperce quite- at a ftand. 
The (hops in gercral being clofcd, 
tiid many of the principal ftrtrets en- 
tirely delerttd. We are happy to 
ftatr, that when the packer came 
away, the fevtr was confiderably 
abated. 

a9ih. The King of Naples has if- 
fued an Edi6l, ordering the pain of* 
death to be iniii£ied on whoever (])ail 
furnilh provifions to the French at 
Malta. The king has further declar- 
ed, that he will cohfider the occupa- 
tion of that iflaiid by the French as 
an aft of violence and of force again It 
^hich he prottfts, according 10 his 
rights over that country. Such a de- 
claration has been ^onfidered by fonie 
people as tantamount to a declaiauon 
of war. 

Die. I. Thfe Frtnch Commif- 
fioncr, Dupont, who arrived the i8th 
of Odober, at Ancona, from Rome, 
has depofed the departmental adiiu 
migration, and re placed them. The 
Comm flloner is to vifit the other De- 
partments and to make fuch changes 
as he may think p.opcr. Snch is the 
f^onduft of the French towaids tht 
tndependant Republics of Italy. 

3d. Tbtf lalt accounts fjom tht 
Nethcriantis rcpieitnt the Rebellion 
in that country as nearly extihguiOieci. 
The inliirgents having expcrienctu 
fcVcral very Icvere defeats. , 

5th. Advices have been receive«i 
fr©m Amfterdam 10 the »4.th uk. 
>i^hich ftaie.thc\t the French ha\t d^ 
minded of the Dutch a farther lup^ 
ply of money to the amount of 2© 
Millions of Quildcrs, under ihc pie 
tenet that this fum was neceUary tc 



defray the expepceJ incurred by th* 
rebellion in Belgiumj twenty million* 
of guilders is about i,8oo,oool.ftei- 
ling. 

7th. Advices from Irelaiki (late, 
that a mifcreint of the name of Ma- 
guire has fuccecded Holt as leader of 
the Wicklow rebels, and under whofe 
dirtftion they have committed many 
atrocious outiiJges, in which a great 
\x\\v\y of his wretched followers have 
been deftroycd. Holt feems a great 
penitent for ins former condu<5t, and 
evinces his finccrity by difcoveijng 
caverns and other ret»eats of the re- 
bels, by which means A vail nunrvber 
of them have been dedroj^d, and a 
deal of plunder been taken, which has 
been rcitcted 10 the proper owners 6f 
it. 

jrh. Mr. Thomas Grenville is im- 
mediately to be |ei+t on a mifijon t« 
Berlin, under the idea it is poffibie to 
engage his Prndian Majefty in a new 
continental conftdcracy againlt the 
French. 

8ih. By ihtlaft advices frim Ame- 
rica we ^i\i\y that tW Agrnt from (he 
French Republic, who failed from 
France on the lit of September with 
conciiiarory piopoluls, haji arrived in 
the Unutd States, and has b<en well 
received. Mr» Gtary has reached 
America in fafeiy, and has been kind* 
ly welcomed hy the' Prelident, who 
much approves his conduftin making 
every tfiwi t to prtltrve pence hetw.een 
the two Republics. ' 

911:. Fium Conflantinople they 
wnte that the united Ruliiaii and 
Furkifii fleers cnly lemained m the 
Aicnip. lago till tiuy had taken on 
boaid land forces, when thev failed 
for their deiiination, agreeable to the 
diyeclio.ib oi^Aarairai Ncilbn, a part 
of thisilect, I! isJ^id, now blockades 
the ilbndot Corfu. 

f oih. I'nc rujnotirs of the march 
of the Riiifian troojis, have aga'.i* 
Ccafed on the Continent, ihefe troops 
wc-ie to havv; hevii in the Auftrian do- 
minions about the end of September^ 

*bu« 
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"bat ndw v^t have aJ Acit from Vlcntta 
two mbnths later, whrch take no no- 
t ice of them. Tt is to he ftared that 
tfic Court VJf'iTt. Petcrlbtirg will aft 
*r!th thr Tame cHipHcity wliether un- 
der Catherim or Paul. 

i»th, A ettcr from ?^, Smith 
our EnVoy at Cofnftantinopltf, has the 
Ibilowirtg article in it. " TKe French 
that fended m this cbimtry and at- 
tempted to r^olutionize Albania with 
two general officers at their bead, to 
the number of 150 are-taken, and 60 
of their heads are now on poles before 
the Seraglio. 

ijth. Itisfaid that Baonaparte has 
received Perfian Ambalfadors yvhode*-^ 
mand an alliance with France, and of- 
fer him an army to cfFcfl: the conqtjeft 
of India. 

i4ih.TheBey of Tripoli to whom 
Buonaparte had lent all the Turkifh 
ilaycs he foui)d at Maitei, with an in- 
vitation to the Bey on his part to give 
liberty'totbeMaltefe flayes, h»s ami- 
cahiy fattslied thisjvft deman^. He 
fent them in a (hip laden with grain, 
with a prefent of four horfes to Buo- 
uaparte. 

15th; The French at Mauritius 
have declared themfelves independent 
of the Government in France, have 
feni away all the National troops, and 
have dennanded tbe protean of Great 
Bfita.n. 

17th. The Coloflfus, a Britifh man 
. of war of 74 guns, Captain Murray, 
was loft on the night of Moj^day tbe 
loth inftant, in St. Mary's rdad, 
Scilly. The inhabitants df the ifland 
^xe^ted themfelves to the utmoft for 
the relief of the' perions on boarci, in 
cutters and open boats, and by Tues- 
day evening every perfon was taken 
out and {f44^ IfUided, the fick and 
wounded firft, many of whom were 
from the IpatUe of, the Ni^e» aw^i the 
Captain remaining to the lalt. I'he 
following niglit the ^ip fell on ber" 
beam ends, and fo viplei^t Wgs the 
gale that no craft cpuW jipprpach the' 
(hip, an^it is tqijejeared ^^atJiothiiWf 
of any confequence will tw jajofe %q be 
recoyere4f", jTher^? was upwards of 
300,0001. (teriing on board. 
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loth. In confluence of its havins^ 
been &nnounced to be the intention oF 
the BritiOi Government to propofe an 
Union With Ireland, various meetings 
of the principal inhabitants of Dublin 
have taken phc?, for a confideration 
of the fubje«5V, and in all of them the 
moft decidedoppofition has been given 
to every idea of that nature. 

aift. On the night of the 8th of* 
December, the agents of the Police in 
Paris, arrcftcd the Sardinian Ambaf- 
fador, and the Neapolitan Charge 
d'AlFairs, at the inftant they were on 
the point ©f making their efcape. 
They are both confined to their houjes. 

24th. Yefterday afternoon, Capt. 
Gifford of the 26th regiment bf foot* 
arrived at Mr. Dundas's office^ with 
the colours taken from the SpanifK 
troops by the Hon. Charles Stewart, 
bringing the official accounts of the 
capture* of Minorca. 

Lieutenant Jones of the Leviathan 
man of war, al(o arrived at the Ad- 
miralty Office with difpatches froili 
Earl .St. Vincent, at Gibraltar, eon. 
taining the accounts hu Lordihiphad 
re(^eiyed of the compleat Inrrender of 
the I (land, and about 3000 troops orf 
th^ 15th of November. The Gene- 
ral landed on the nth. and four dskys 
after,madehim(elf mailer of the iila^d, 
without lofing a man. 

afth. On Saturday morning, let- 
ters were received from Dover an- 
nouncing the arrival there, on Fri- 
day nighvof-a neutral velfel with 
paflc;ngers. As the fhip was depart- 
ing, a French officer. came on, board 
and took away all the Paris Journals 
and letters, but one paper* was con- 
cealed and tranfmitted to Government. 
It contains an acccunt'of a definitive 
treaty of peace having been conclude^ 
at Raftadt, between the French Re- 
public and Germanic Empire. The 
deputation acceded to the uitimatuiiji 
of -the DIredlory, and peace was ac- 
cordingly concluded On the loth inff. 
The intelligence is faid to have reach^ 
ed Paris by means of the Telegraph. 

The report of the death of Buona- 
parte, which has been for fome time 
in circulation, is now generally dif- 
belicved. »6th. The 
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i6tb. Tbe King of K^plet hat at 
length commenced the war» and with 
a d^^ree of vigour of which his for- 
mer condii^ affords no example. 
Not only has be marched large armies 
into the Roman territories, but be has 
lent a body of troops to Inborn con- 
voyed by Lord Neuonr. Inefe would 
land anci take the French forces in the 
rear» cut off their communications 
with the CiGdpine Republic, and per- 
haps effea theur defeat. By this the 
ncufrality of the Grand Duke of Tuf- 
cany is violated-^but not more than 



was tbreiteiied by tbe ftttiA. fo 
fttch a ftruggle, Tofciitiyy ftapdin^ 
between the two parties, can fcarcely 
remain neuter* and if he (hould be in- 
volved in the contefty the Emperor 
will have a new and urgent motive for 
embarking as a principal in the war. 
This we may fbue as the commence- 
ment of a contefty which, to judge 
from paft and pre(ent circumftsmcesy. 
will l^ve moft former wars far be- 
hind it in the deftrudion it will bring, 
upon the earth. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Received. An anfwer to Mr. Wright on Oaths, bv S. ThompTon. 
The anfwer to the fame article by J. Cue, came firft to hand : However^, 
we thank our fnend T. for his labour ; and as he has touched upon a part 
of the fubje^^which J. C. has not, we mean to infert it in our next. 

Received, Poetry by a General Baptift Minifter! fent by our friendf 
«T. C. A. is not (it for the public eye. . t, 

* Farewell to the Old Year,' by J. B. is in the fame cafe. The writer, 
it foems, is a poor man who was blind from his binh|-»weadvife the poor 
nan to print, and fell it, himfdf. 

List of Questions not yet anfwered. 
* On the Converfion and return of the Jew$ to their own land $ propofed 
by Curiofo, page ^60 of vol. I. 

On the New Covenant, 4)age 9s, Vol. II. 

On Infinite Power and Pcrfonality of the Holy Spirit^ page 74. 

We have received an anfwer to the two laft, by S. Thomp/bn, but cans 
tkot infert it, unleis he will confent to our fupprefling the railing in the in- 
trodu6Uon, which has no connexion with the fubje6l. 
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